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NEW DELHI: Assembly polls in
Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand,
Punjab, Manipur and Goa
will be held between Febru-
ary 4 and March 8, the Elec-
tion Commission an-
nounced on Wednesday. 

The Model Code of Con-
duct for the Centre, the State
governments, political
parties and their candidates
comes into immediate ef-
fect, it said.

Polls will be held in a total
of 690 Assembly
constituencies.

In the 403 constituencies
of Uttar Pradesh, the elec-
tions will be conducted in
seven phases from February
11 to March 8.

Elections in the 60 con-
stituencies of Manipur will
be held in two phases on
March 4 and 8; Goa (40) and
Punjab (117) will go to the
polls on February 4, and Ut-
tarakhand (70) on February
15. The counting will be car-
ried out on March 11.

Chief Election Commis-

sioner Nasim Zaidi said all
candidates have been direc-
ted to open bank accounts,
and pay for all expenses
above ₨20,000 through
cheques. 

Also, each candidate
would have to file a separate
aidavit in the form of a “no-
demand certificate” declar-
ing that there are no dues on
account of water, electricity,

rent for government accom-
modation in the past decade
or any other such services.

“The maximum limit for
expenses for each candidate
in Uttar Pradesh, Punjab and
Uttarakhand is ₨28 lakh. In
Goa and Manipur, the limit
is ₨20 lakh,” he said.

The first phase in U.P.,
covering 73 Assembly seats
in 15 districts, will be held on

February 11 and the second
round for 67 seats in 11 dis-
tricts on February 15. 

In the third phase, 69 con-
stituencies in 12 U.P. dis-
tricts will be covered on
February 19, while 53 con-
stituencies will go to the
polls on February 23, and 52
on February 27. 

The sixth and seventh
phase will be held in 49 and

40 constituencies on March
4 and March 8 respectively.

Stating that demonetisa-
tion was expected to cause a
decline in the use of money
power in the coming elec-
tions, Commission oicials
said illegal inducements in
other forms might record an
increase. 

However, the EC has kept
a close watch on such activ-

ities in coordination with
the enforcement agencies.

The EC has issued Stand-
ard Operating Procedures
for the first and the last 72
hours of the implementation
of the Model Code of Con-
duct to ensure a smooth
election process.

Model Code of
Conduct comes
into immediate
effect, says EC

DEVESH K. PANDEY

7-phase poll in U.P. from February 11 to March 8

Polling will be spread over
two days in Manipur 

Candidates must pay by cheque
for expenses above ₨20,000 

One-day voting in Punjab,
Uttarakhand and Goa

Expense limit in U.P., Punjab
and Uttarakhand is ₨28 lakh 

NEW DELHI: Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) Nasim
Zaidi on Wednesday said a
representation seeking re-
commendation for the defer-
ment of the Union Budget
presentation in Parliament
was being examined, and a
decision would be taken in
due course. 

The budget is to be
presented on February 1. 

Mr. Zaidi was speaking at a
press conference here after
announcing the election
schedule for five States. 

Bahujan Samaj Party chief
Mayawati has requested the
Election Commission to re-
commend that the budget
presentation be deferred till
the completion of the elec-
tion process. 

She pointed out that dur-
ing the 2012 Assembly polls,
the budget was presented
after the elections were
completed.

Decision on
budget soon, 
says CEC Zaidi 
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NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court
on Wednesday asked
Karnataka to continue releas-
ing 2,000 cusecs of Cauvery
water to neighbouring Tamil
Nadu, while posting appeals
filed by Tamil Nadu,
Karnataka and Kerala against
the Cauvery Water Dispute
Tribunal’s decision on water-
sharing for day-to-day hear-
ing. 

Stressing the urgency to
resolve the dispute at the
earliest, a Bench of Justices
Dipak Misra, Amitava Roy
and A.M. Khanwilkar sched-
uled the back-to-back hear-

Mr. Naphade submitted.
Karnataka counsel and

senior advocate Fali Nariman
objected to Tamil Nadu’s
plea. The Bench agreed with
Mr. Nariman, observing that
its primary focus was the ap-
peals filed by the States.

“We will hear appeals. The
direction to set up the Board
is a part of the Tribunal’s or-
der,” Justice Misra said.

Advocate Mohan Katarki,
State counsel for Karnataka,
countered a contention by
Tamil Nadu that it has seen a
shortage of 4.8 TMC ft of wa-
ter from Karnataka.

ing from February 7 for a
period of three weeks.

The Bench did not accept
the submissions of senior ad-
vocate Shekhar Naphade for
Tamil Nadu that an interim
order should be passed on
the constitution of the
Cauvery Management Board.

“Several years have gone
by...the river is perennial but
the litigation should not be,”

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT

� CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Daily hearing on Cauvery
appeals from February 7

“The direction to set
up the Board is part
of the Tribunal’s
order,”Justice Misra
said.
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NEW DELHI: Trinamool Con-
gress MPs on Wednesday
took their battle against the
Centre over the arrest of
their leader in the Lok Sabha,
Sudip Bandyopadhyay, in a
corruption case to the na-
tional capital. 

After a meeting in Parlia-
ment House, Trinamool MPs
drove down in a cavalcade
towards the Prime Minister’s
residence on 7 Lok Kalyan
Marg with the intention of
holding a demonstration in
front of it. But they were
stopped midway and taken
into custody. 

“We were going peacefully
towards the Prime Minister’s
residence,” Trinamool
leader Saugata Roy told re-
porters, “but the police de-
tained us midway and man-
handled a few of our MPs.” 

Stressing that his party
would continue to raise its
voice against the “injustice
done by the Modi govern-
ment”, Mr. Roy said 36 MPs
took part in the protest. 

On Tuesday, Mr. Bandy-
opadhyay was arrested in
Kolkata by the CBI in con-
nection with the Rose Valley
chit fund scam in West
Bengal. He is the second Tri-

namool MP to be arrested in
less than a week in this case.
Last Friday actor-turned-
politician Tapas Paul was ar-
rested. 

Meanwhile, protests by
Trinamool in West Bengal
against Mr. Bandyopadhyay’s
arrest turned violent. 

Leaders detained on

way to stage protest

outside PM’s home

Trinamool takes battle 
over MPs’ arrest to Delhi 

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

UP IN ARMS: Trinamool Congress MPs stage a protest on the
Tughlak Road police station premises in New Delhi after 
they were detained on Wednesday. — PHOTO: SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

� TRINAMOOL WORKERS GO
BERSERK IN BENGAL | PAGE 12

NEW DELHI: Justice Jagdish Singh

Khehar, the senior-most judge

of the Supreme Court, was

sworn in as the 44th Chief

Justice of India by the President

on Wednesday. Justice Khehar

will have a tenure for over seven

months till August 28, 2017.

Jagdish Singh Khehar
sworn in as CJI 

� NEWS | PAGE 12

BENGALURU: The two men on a

two-wheeler, who molested a

woman at Kamanahalli here in

the early hours of January 1,

were not acting alone, said the

police. The police have taken 10

men into custody. They had

initially rounded up 12 suspects,

but two were allowed to leave

after questioning on Wednesday

afternoon. 

Bengaluru molestation:
10 taken into custody

� SOUTH | PAGE 8 

PUNE: On January 1, 1818,
some 500 soldiers of the
‘untouchable’ Mahar
community fought a great
battle at Bhima-Koregaon
village alongside the
British against the superior
forces of Peshwa Bajirao II.
This battle in the third
Anglo-Maratha War
efectively ended Brahmin
‘Peshwai’ domination and
signalled the end of the
Maratha empire. 

Many Dalit activists see
the battle, in which their
community members
fought under the Union
Jack, as the turning point in
their struggle against
oppression. 

Dalits converge 

On January 1, while many
in Pune danced to usher in
the New Year, thousands of
others from a diferent
social class converged at a

memorial at Bhima-
Koregaon, 30 km away. The
celebrations around the
Koregaon ‘Ranstambh’
(victory pillar), organized
by the Bhima-Koregaon
Ranstambh Seva Sangh
(BKRSS), keep the memory
of the relatively obscure
war alive.

“In the beginning, there
were a few thousand

visitors. This year, we had
more than eight lakh,”
notes Sarjerao Waghmare,
BKRSS president.

There was massive
participation of backward
community members from
Uttar Pradesh, Karnataka
and Gujarat too. 

Several retired oicers of
the Mahar Regiment come
to pay homage, says Mr.

Waghmare. In the battle,
the British were
outnumbered: they had 12
oicers and 834 troops, of
whom the 500 infantrymen
were predominantly
Mahars. Satchitananda
Kadlak, vice-president,
BKRSS, proudly traces the
regiment’s night march
from Shirur. 

“Relations between the
Peshwas, who were
Brahmins, and the Mahars
were strained after Bajirao
I died in 1740, and touched
the nadir during the reign
of Bajirao II, who insulted
the Mahar community and
rejected their ofer to serve
in his army,” he says.

Crucial moment

This pushed them to the
British side and they fought
with extreme courage.
When the regiment crossed
the shallow Bhima river
and pursued the Peshwa’s
army, those troops fled.

The English showered
praise on the fortitude of
the Mahar infantrymen. 

“The Mahars were in the
mainstream Maratha army
since the time of Shivaji’s
legendary conquests.
People forget that it was a
Mahar who collected the
mortal remains of King
Sambhaji after he was
tortured to death on
Aurangazeb’s orders. They
fought alongside the
Peshwa’s forces in crucial
battles, including the third
battle of Panipat and at
Kharda. But history is often
recorded from a Brahmin-
ical perspective, which
tends to obfuscate facts,”
contends Mr. Kadlak. 

Mahars served the
Peshwas prior to Koregaon.
However, Bajirao II’s
insults alienated them. 

Of the 49 soldiers
immortalised on the
Koregaon pillar, 22 are
believed to be Mahars. 

When Mahars fought on home turf, and helped Britain win
On New Year’s day, the community celebrates the battle of Koregaon that led to the end of Maratha empire 

STANDING TALL: The memorial that draws many who
celebrate victory over oppression. 

SHOUMOJIT BANERJEE

NEW DELHI: Nine students who
have been suspended by
Jawaharlal Nehru University
alleged that the action against
them was taken in a vindict-
ive and arbitrary manner
without following demo-
cratic procedures of inquiry
and fact-finding.

The students were suspen-
ded on December 27, a day
after they were accused by
the Proctor’s Oice of “dis-
ruption of the Academic
Council (AC) meeting” and
resorting to physical violence
on December 26.

The suspension notices
contradicted a statement by
the university administration
that the AC meeting was con-
ducted successfully and only
after the meeting was over
did some students enter the
meeting room and shout
slogans.

Norms violated
The students claimed that

the suspension was a “viola-
tion of procedural norms and
discriminatory witch-hunt-

ing of students belonging to
marginalised and oppressed
communities.”

Their hostel facility was
withdrawn overnight despite
their peaceful demonstration
demanding a more equitable
and socially just admission
process.

“The AC meeting had
already concluded before we
peacefully entered. And we
entered only when we found
that the Auditorium gate was
open. We were only raising
slogans without resorting to
any undemocratic means. We
also emphasize that we did
not indulge in any kind of
“physical violence” as
claimed by the Proctor’s Of-
fice,” the students said.

They said the suspension
of students from marginal-
ized backgrounds was a “sad
and cruel testimony of the in-
justices which plague our so-
ciety.” The students have
been asked to depose before
an inquiry committee on
January 6. The university has
also decided to constitute a
separate inquiry panel. 

JNU students allege
arbitrary suspensions
JAIDEEP DEO BHANJ

LUCKNOW: A 45-year-old man

allegedly hacked to death 10

members of his family, all

women and girls, before

hanging himself from a ceiling

fan in Mahona Paschim village

in Amethi district of Uttar

Pradesh. The youngest victim

was two years old.

Man kills 10 of family in
Amethi, ends life 

� NATION | PAGE 9
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Pollution: rules tough but implementation weak

Even after slew of measures were announced to deal with
pollution, little seems to have improved in Delhi Page 4 

Sajjan questioned by SIT probing anti-Sikh riots

A Home Ministry-appointed SIT probing the 1984 anti-Sikh
riots questioned Congress leader Sajjan Kumar Page 5
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SIBLING FUN: A boy carts his little sister on a pavement near a construction site in New Delhi on a cold Wednesday
afternoon. — PHOTO: V. SUDERSHAN

NEW DELHI: In four months
time, passengers can expect
to travel from a completely
refurbished Old Delhi rail-
way station.

The Delhi Division of
Northern Railway had star-
ted work to renovate the over
100-year-old Delhi Main
(Old Delhi) railway station
last year and is hopeful that
the project will conclude by
April.

A major problem area

One of the major problem
areas — the heavily conges-
ted main entry point to the
station from Shyama Prasad
Mukherjee Road — has been
tackled with a new circula-
tion plan. “The circulating
area near the railway station
has been completely re-
vamped,” said Arun Arora,
the Divisional Railway Man-
ager Delhi. 

The circulation area near
the secondary entry point to
the station at Hamilton Road
too has been improved.

New false ceiling

Mr. Arora said another
new addition to the station is
a railway information dis-
play system, apart from new
false ceiling at the entrance
to the heritage building.
“Drainage was a big problem
at the railway station, but
that too has been now taken

care,” he said.
A major work to be taken

up over the next few months
is the structural strengthen-
ing of the century-old build-
ing, for which the authorities
have roped in a consultancy
firm. Mr. Arora said the
building will be totally re-
vamped, complete with elev-
ators. “In another three or
four months, passengers will
be greeted by a completely
new look of Old Delhi rail-
way station,” Mr. Arora said.

The authorities have re-

cently replaced conven-
tional type luminaries with
energy eicient LED lighting
in the concourse area, book-
ing oice, ticket counter, re-
servation hall, high mast
light, street light, platform
lighting, etc., at the railway
station. A computerised sys-
tem has been introduced at
the station that automatic-
ally controls lights and fans
at the platforms from a cent-
ralised control room.

For enhanced security at
the station, CCTV cameras

in large numbers are going to
be provided to cover all the
“blind spots”, Mr. Arora said.

Internet services

Apart from refurbishing
the retiring rooms at the rail-
way station, the authorities
are also exploring the pos-
sibility of tourist informa-
tion booths at the station in
association with Delhi Tour-
ism. The authorities are also
planning to provide high-
speed Internet services at
the station.

Work to renovate the over 100-year-old station began last year, to end in April

New look for Old Delhi station
SIDHARTHA ROY

MAKEOVER: A major work to be taken up in the coming months is the structural strengthening of
the century-old building of the railway station. — FILE PHOTO: V.V.KRISHNAN

NEW DELHI: On the third day
of nursery admissions,
parents continued to play
the waiting game as the
Directorate of Education
(DoE) is yet to come out
with guidelines for
admission to 298 schools
built on the Delhi
Development Authority
(DDA) land. 

Parents left guessing

Unable to find the
admission criteria on the
website of these 298
schools, many parents
visited the schools to make
sure they were not missing
out on the sale of forms. 

Withholding the

admission process for
these schools has left the
parents guessing, as they
are unsure if they should
fill the forms for the other
1,400 schools that have
started the process. 

‘Will wait till this week’

Ganesh Ratudi, a parent
seeking admission, said:

“There are two schools
near my home in Dwarka
which are built on DDA
land. With 75 per cent
seats reserved for people
in the vicinity, I stand a
strong chance. However, if
the notification for these
298 schools changes the
rules I will be left
stranded. If the
notification does not come
out by the end of this
week, I will start applying
to other schools as well.”

Some parents claimed
that the list of 298 school
has not been made
available on the DoE
website. The list of
schools is attached at the
end of the notification.
Many parents who were
panicking, it seems, had
not scrolled down all the
way till the end of the
notice. 

Application process

The application process
will end on January 23.

The first list of selected
candidates, including the
wait-listed candidates,
along with marks allotted
under point system, will
be announced by schools
on February 15

No notification yet on 298 schools on DDA land
The Directorate of Education is yet to come out with guidelines for admission to these schools 

STAFF REPORTER Many parents ended
up visiting schools
to make sure they
were not missing
out on sale of forms 

NEW DELHI: The Delhi govern-
ment oices will remain
closed on Thursday, after
Lieutenant-Governor Anil
Baijal approved the holiday
request of the Aam Aadmi
Party government on the oc-
casion of the 350th birth an-
niversary of Guru Gobind
Singh.

The decision came on
Wednesday, the very day the
Election Commission an-
nounced the Punjab election
dates. The Delhi government
had recently sent a file to the
L-G Oice seeking declara-
tion of a holiday on the
occasion.

“The L-G has approved the
declaration of holiday on the
occasion of the 350th birth

anniversary of Guru Gobind
Singhji,” an oicial said. Fol-
lowing suit, even the BJP-led
municipal corporations de-
clared the day a holiday. 

The birth anniversary of
the 10th Sikh guru is being
celebrated across the coun-
try, with special festivities
lined up at Patna Sahib,
where he was born.

AAP Tilak Nagar MLA Jar-

nail Singh had on December
28 written to Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal requesting a
holiday on January 5. 

Earlier this week, Mr.
Kejriwal had gone to Patna to
pay obeisance at Takht Sri
Harmandir Sahib. His visit
during ‘Prakash Parv’ is sig-
nificant for the AAP ahead of
the Punjab elections, to be
held on February 4. 

Delhi government oices to remain closed today
STAFF REPORTER
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NEW DELHI: A 40-year old wo-
man was injured after being
hit by a speeding car in
south-west Delhi’s Dwarka
on Sunday. The car, a Maruti
Ertiga, was being driven by a
minor who has been appre-
hended, said the police.

The woman sufered seri-
ous injuries after the Maruti
Ertiga hit her and then went
on to hit a Wagon-R coming
from the opposite side, trap-
ping her between the two
vehicles. 

Stuck under one car

The impact left the top
half of her body stuck be-
neath the Wagon-R, which
had flipped.

Deputy Commissioner of
Police (south-west)
Surender Kumar said the Er-
tiga hit Kanta Anand (40), a
resident of Pink Apartments,
when she walked out of the
gates on Sunday. 

Caught on camera

Footage from CCTV cam-
eras installed at the gate of
the housing society was
shared on social media.

Locals first lifted the
Wagon-R to save the woman
and then helped Ashok Joyal,
who was inside the
Wagon-R.

The errant driver, who was
trying to escape, was beaten
up. 

“His mouth was reeking of
alcohol. His car had a VIP
parking sticker of Vigyan
Bhawan and another sticker

that said ‘crime’,” said Harish
Kaushik, RWA president,
Pink Apartments.

Residents of the building
took the victim to Bhagat
Chandra Hospital, which al-
legedly refused treatment,
said Mr. Kaushik.

Ms. Anand has now been
admitted to the Indian Spinal
Injuries Centre. 

“We want her to recover

soon. The doctor said that
there is a fracture in her hip
joint and that she would be
operated upon on Wednes-
day,” said a relative.

According to the DCP, a
medical examination could
not be conducted to estab-
lish if the boy was inebriated
as he is a minor. His parents,
who were attending a reli-
gious ceremony when the in-
cident happened, denied the
charge.

‘My son doesn’t drink’ 

“We are apologetic about
what happened and will en-
sure it doesn’t happen again.
Our son called us after the
accident and his father left
for the spot. My son doesn’t
consume alcohol,” said the
mother of the boy.

The police added that the
father of the accused, who
runs a security agency in the
area, has two cases of scule
registered against him. 

“We issued a memo and
produced the boy before the
Child Welfare Committee
(CWC). The father of the boy
was also issued a challan un-
der the Motor Vehicle Act,”
said DCP Kumar.

Locals said the boy was allegedly inebriated at the time of the accident, tried to flee but was thrashed

STAFF REPORTER

Woman injured as minor rams car

TRAPPED: A Maruti Ertiga first hit the woman, who had walked out of a gate, and then went on to
hit a Wagon-R coming from the opposite side, trapping her between the two vehicles. 
PHOTOS: SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

His [minor’s] mouth
was reeking of
alcohol. His car had
a VIP parking sticker
and another sticker
that said ‘crime’ 

NEW DELHI: Twelve-year-old
Suhani*, who was
allegedly gang-raped in a
public toilet last week,
can’t believe she is alive.
With her mouth gagged,
she had prepared for a
“silent death”.

“The two men
threatened they would kill
me if I screamed or
resisted. They talked
about killing me later
(after raping her),” said
Suhani. 

“I thought I would die,”
she added.

The daughter of a
couple who are daily wage
labourers in central Delhi,
Suhani had been sent to
buy wheat from a local
shop on the evening of
December 27 when the
two accused dragged her
into a public toilet.

‘Slapped me by turns’

“They slapped me by
turns. One of them
pressed my mouth to stop
me from screaming,” she
said. The accused then
allegedly took turns to

rape her.

Family launched search

Suhani’s mother,
meanwhile, began looking
for her with her husband
and two sons. “I was
calling out for my
daughter when I saw a
man run out of the
bathrooms,” said Suhani’s
mother. This aroused her
suspicion and she began
checking the bathrooms,
calling out to her daughter
all the while.

“I heard my mother and
tried to scream, but the
man threatened to kill me.
Since I knew they would
kill me anyway, I used all
my strength to shout for
my mother,” says Suhani.

This led the second
accused to run. The
victim’s family and locals
chased the accused,
Ratan*, and nabbed him

some distance away.
The police were then

informed and the accused
arrested after a medical
examination confirmed
rape. At his instance, the
other suspect, Shivam*,
was identified and
nabbed. While both the
accused claim to be
juveniles, the victim’s
family said they would
fight to ensure the duo do
not get away by “lying
about age”.

Ordeal continues

But, the trauma for
Suhani and her family
doesn’t end here. Though
they have a tiny room
close to where Suhani’s
parents worked, they had
been ofered an
accommodation closer to
their workplace.

After the incident, they
have moved back to their
own home. Suhani,
meanwhile, has refused to
leave the house. “She was
a happy child, but she
doesn’t speak to us. She
won’t even play with her
friends,” said her father.

*Names changed

I thought I would die, says
minor gang-rape victim
STAFF REPORTER

SCARED: The family of the victim says that she refuses to leave the house or talk to anyone.
PHOTO: SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Daughter of daily
wage labourers, 
the victim was
assaulted in 
a public toilet 

CAUGHT UNAWARES

NEW DELHI: A Delhi court on
Wednesday dismissed the bail
application of one of the four men
arrested for allegedly raping a US
tourist in a five-star hotel here last
year.

‘Case not fit for bail’ 

Additional Sessions Judge Raj
Kapoor denied relief to accused
Vivek Srivastava, who was

working in the hotel at the time of
the incident. The court rejected
the plea, moved by advocate
Sandeep Kapur, saying the
allegations levelled by the US
national were grave and that his
case was not fit for bail.

Srivastava, along with three
other accused Aniruddha Singh,
Omprakash and Maqsood, is at
present lodged in judicial custody.

The four accused were arrested
after the Delhi Commission for
Women (DCW) issued a notice to
the police asking them why the
Rape Crisis Cell of the panel was
not informed when the victim’s
statement was recorded.

She also told the police that the
accused claimed to have sexually
assaulted other female tourists as
well. — PTI 

The police had on December 26
arrested all four persons in
connection with the case.

DCW notice

The US national returned to
India in December to join the
probe. She recorded her statement
before a judicial magistrate, where
she reiterated that she was gang-
raped in the five-star hotel.

No bail for man accused of raping US national
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NEW DELHI: Winter has set in
and pollution levels are once
again soaring in Delhi. Even
after a slew of measures were
announced by the govern-
ment, little seems to have im-
proved. So what is it that is
missing, or hinders, our fight
against pollution?

Two things are paramount
to understand this issue.
First, there are several difer-
ent sources of pollution, each
of which needs a separate
solution. Second, pollution
doesn’t know borders: pollut-
ants are carried for hundreds
of kilometres which means
that not all of Delhi’s pollu-
tion originates in the capital.
And likewise, it also contrib-
utes to pollution in nearby
regions.

Weak State capacity

Experts say that one of the
critical constraints that
plague pollution control in
India is its weak State capa-
city, defined as the ability of
the government to adminis-
ter and its capacity to design
and implement rules or
policies.

Even though we are able to
push certain legislations and
adopt the principles needed
for sustainability, the big gap
lies in the implementation,
says Anumita Roychow-
dhury, head of Centre for Sci-
ence and Environment's
clean air programme. 

“Environmental laws are
pretty strong but it does not
necessarily lead to enforce-
ment and implementation.
Institutions and mechanism
of implementation are weak
or have not matured.” 

For instance, as per a study
by IIT Kanpur, road dust ac-
counts for 38 per cent of Del-
hi’s pollution. 

To reduce the dust, muni-

cipal corporations will have
to manage their construction
activities a lot better and con-
tractors will be required to
spray water to eliminate dust,
cordon of construction
areas, complete projects in a
time-bound manner, use
drilling instead of digging
among other things 

“Regulating all this would
require a PWD that is a lot
less corrupt and a lot more
competent. In order to get

there, the government would
have to start by imposing reg-
ulations and raising penalties
for non-compliance and dis-
ciplining engineers who did
not enforce the rules. All of
this is diicult because cor-
ruption is built into the con-
struction business from top
to bottom,” says Dr. E.
Somanathan, professor at the
Indian Statistical Institute,
who researches the econom-
ics of environment and

development.
Shubho Roy, legal consult-

ant at the National Institute
of Public Finance and Policy
(NIPFP), reckons that we fail
to curb pollution as the pollu-
tion control boards (PCBs)
don’t really have any features
of a modern regulator, apart
from some legislative
powers. “The PCBs in India
are designed to be toothless...
they don’t have adequate
legal authority to do much

about pollution, nor have the
financial and administrative
capacity,” Mr. Roy says,
adding that there is no mech-
anism to ensure transparency
or accountability. 

Role of the government

So, does the responsibility
to fix air quality issues lie
with the government alone? 

Mr. Roy believes that “not
only should governments
protect the environment, but

classical economics predicts
that only governments are in
a position to do so.” This is
because citizens can’t co-
ordinate their actions. 

“I pollute when I drive a
car or use electricity, but
most of that pollution harms
someone else. I would prefer
everyone else to stop pollut-
ing. But there is no practical
way for citizens to coordinate
on a solution except through
the government,” says pro-

fessor Somanathan.

Judicial interventions

Here, Mr. Roy argues that
legislative and executive ac-
tions are the way forward,
and not judicial interven-
tions. “Judicial intervention
through the National Green
Tribunal seems to be the only
way we are intervening to
protect the environment. I
feel it is counterproductive
and will harm the environ-
ment and the judiciary.”

Ms. Roychoudhury, how-
ever, says that the judiciary
does not work on its own. 

“It responds when people
go to the court to seek relief
from a problem. Public In-
terest Litigation is an em-
powering tool for the civil so-
ciety. If citizens are having
issues and being hurt, they
have the right to seek re-
dressal from the judiciary.”

Environment vs economics 

Further, it is important to
consider the political costs of
cleaning the air. While eco-
nomic activity leads to pollu-
tion, it pulls people out of
poverty in the short term, Mr.
Roy explains, adding that
“democratic organisations
prefer short term gains which

have long term losses (associ-
ated with the gains).” This
means we have a trade-of
between economic growth
and environment protection.

Such trade-ofs exist across
India's multiple goals—
whether economic, social,
environmental or institu-
tional—are inherent to policy
making, especially in emer-
ging economies, said Radhika
Khosla, fellow at the Center
for Policy Research.

Federal problem 

Another characteristic of
the air quality problem is its
federal nature, which re-
quires various State govern-
ments and the Centre to work
together. 

This is best demonstrated
by the crop-burning issue in
Punjab and Haryana. The po-
tential political costs of pre-
venting farmers to burn
crops, which requires strict
enforcement of law and in-
centives for alternatives,
won’t be borne out by the rul-
ing party in Delhi, but con-
trolling that is necessary to
have clean air in the Capital.

As competing political in-
terests may not put pollution
on priority for all govern-
ments, public pressure be-
comes crucial. “When people
make a noise, governments
respond. This is where con-
sciousness would help,” says
prof. Somanathan.

But apart from this bottom-
up pressure in times of crisis
by the public and the judi-
ciary, several actions have
been taken from the top-
down, where policies have
changed due to executive ac-
tion, says Ms Roychowdhury.
“This includes revision of
emissions of thermal plant
standards, regulation on con-
struction and demolition
waste and Delhi deconges-
tion plan”. 

Experts say the issue must be tackled in a comprehensive and concerted manner with tailor-made solutions for every source of pollution

Pollution problem: rules tough but implementation weak
SAMARTH BANSAL

MAJOR HURDLE: One of the critical constraints that plague pollution control in India is its weak State capacity, defined as the ability of the government to
administer and its capacity to design and implement rules or policies. FILE PHOTO: SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

The Pollution Control
Boards in India are
designed to be
toothless... they don’t
have adequate legal
authority to do 
much about
pollution, nor do they
have the financial
and administrative
capacity

NEW DELHI: The Delhi Commis-
sion for Women (DCW) on
Wednesday filed a police
complaint against Karnataka
Home Minister G. Paramesh-
wara and Maharashtra MLA
Abu Azmi for their “miso-
gynistic” statements on
Bengaluru mass molestation
incident.

The commission has de-
manded that the complaint
be turned into an FIR. 

‘Misogynistic remarks’

“Their statements are ex-
tremely misogynistic and an
attack on the modesty of wo-
men. Through their state-
ments, these politicians have
encouraged the act of mo-
lestation and sexual violence
for they have put the direct
onus of these criminal acts
on women and girls,” DCW
chief Swati Maliwal said in a
letter to Delhi Police Com-
missioner Alok Verma.

The DCW has sought ac-
tion by the Delhi police on

the issue. 
“Through their state-

ments, they have em-
boldened rapists and mo-
lesters across the country.
Their statements do not only
constitute a congnizable of-
fence but also have a direct
and adverse impact on the
women,” Ms. Maliwal said.

Mr. Parameshwara had
kicked up a storm on
Monday after he blamed the
“western ways” of the young-
sters for a spate of molesta-
tion incidents on New Year’s
eve in Bengaluru. 

Samajwadi Party’s Maha-
rashtra unit chief Abu Azmi
had said “ants will swarm the
place where sugar is”, draw-
ing condemnation from wo-
men activists for his “miso-
gynistic” comments and
calls for his arrest.

Action by NCW

The National Commission
for Women has already is-
sued summons to Mr. Para-
meshwara and Mr. Azmi
over their remarks. 

DCW seeks FIR against
Parameshwara, Azmi
STAFF REPORTER

NEW DELHI: The CBI has
registered a preliminary
enquiry to look into the
setting up of a special
‘feedback’ unit, under the
Directorate of Vigilance,
by the Delhi government
without necessary
approvals from the
Lieutenant-Governor.

CBI sources said a
preliminary enquiry has
been registered by the
agency after the oice of
former L-G Najeeb Jung
referred to it seven matters
of alleged irregularity by
the Delhi government
which had come to light in
the Shunglu panel report.

Set up in 2015

The special unit, said
sources, was allegedly
created without the
knowledge of senior
members of the
governments bureaucratic
hierarchy in September
2015. 

The ‘feedback unit’ was
tasked with “gathering
relevant information and

actionable feedback” about
oicials and departments
under the Delhi
government. It was also
tasked to do trap cases to
catch bureaucrats taking
bribe red handed.

It worked directly under
the supervision of the
Chief Minister’s oice.

In addition to the
preliminary enquiry, CBI
sources said that the
agency had registered two
FIRs on the basis of referral

even as four referrals are in
various stages of
consideration.

Shunglu panel

The sources said that the
cases were referred on the
basis of the observations
made by the Shunglu panel,
which had pointed out
these alleged irregularities
in the functioning of the
Delhi government.

The agency had recently
registered a case into the

appointment of Nikunj
Aggarwal as OSD to Health
Minister Satyendra Jain,
besides alleged
irregularities in the
functioning of the Delhi
Wakf Board.

The sources remained
tight-lipped about the four
remaining cases which are
in various stages of
examination by the agency,
as it may take away the
surprise factor at the time
of registering an FIR.

Mr. Jung had formed a
three-member committee
chaired by former
Comptroller and Auditor
General V. K. Shunglu on
August 30, 2016. Th other
members were ex-chief
election commissioner N.
Gopalaswami and ex-chief
vigilance commissioner
Pradeep Kumar.

The panel’s mandate was
to examine “irregularities”
and “infirmities” in over
400 files on decisions taken
by the AAP government.
Its tenure was to end on
December 2. It had
submitted its report to the
L-G oice on November 27.

Govt’s ‘feedback unit’ under CBI lens
STAFF REPORTER

NEW HEADACHE: Sources say the ‘feedback unit’ was tasked
with “gathering actionable information” about officials and
departments under the Delhi government. FILE PHOTO: PTI

Issue is one of seven matters referred by former L-G Najeeb Jung to the investigating agency

Universal appeal

ONE-OF-A-KIND: Vice-President Hamid Ansari releases the book ‘The People’s President: 
A. P. J. Abdul Kalam’ written by S. M. Khan (left) in Delhi on Wednesday. PHOTO: SANDEEP SAXENA

NEW DELHI: The Delhi
government has sent a file
proposing reduction in
fares of DTC and cluster
buses by 75 per cent to
Lieutenant-Governor Anil
Baijal for approval.

Last month, Mr. Baijal's
predecessor Najeeb Jung
had suggested that the
AAP government reduce
fares of DTC and cluster
buses for one month to
encourage people to use
public transport in a bid to
bring down the rising air
pollution in the Capital.

Flat rate

“We have sent the file to
the L-G for his approval.
We hope that the L-G will
give his nod in a day or
two. The government is
slashing fares to cut down
the pollution level,”
Transport Minister
Satyendra Jain said.

As per the proposal,
there will be a flat fare of ₨5
in all non-air-conditioned
DTC and cluster buses,
and ₨10 in all air-
conditioned buses for a
month. This is being done

on a trial basis. 
At present, a ride in an

AC bus can cost anywhere
from ₨10 to ₨25 and ₨5 to ₨15
in non-AC buses.

Sources said that some
oicers had objected to the
government’s proposal
saying that the move could
cause financial loss to the
public transporter. 

However, a senior
government oicial said
that the DTC is already
incurring losses, and
reduction in fares will not
have a big impact on its

financial condition.

Move was delayed

The reduction in fares of
DTC and cluster bus was
scheduled to come into
efect from January 1.
However, it was delayed as
the government had sought
comments from various
departments on the
proposal. The government
also plans to cut monthly
bus pass rates from ₨800 to
₨250 for non-AC buses, and
from ₨1,000 to ₨250 for AC
buses. 

File to slash DTC fares sent to L-G
STAFF REPORTER

TRIAL PERIOD: If the proposal is approved, fares will be cut by
75 per cent for one month. FILE PHOTO: V.V.KRISHNAN

NEW DELHI: Public interest is
best served when public
money is not unnecessarily
expended, the High Court
said on Wednesday while
setting aside a decision of the
Delhi government that rejec-
ted the bid of a security ser-
vice provider for quoting a
very low agency charge.

Noting that there was no
condition regarding agency
charges in the notice inviting
the tender, a bench of
Justices Ashutosh Kumar
and Badar Durez Ahmed
said: “An authority cannot
supplant its views and has to
go by the express terms and
conditions of the tender doc-
ument. The authority has to
abide by the results of the
tender… the authority is sub-
ject to restraints”. 

In the present case, the
Delhi government’s Direct-
orate of Education (DoE) had
invited e-tenders from firms
that could provide trained
security staf at government

schools and field oices of
the DoE for two years.

Petitioner Orion Security
Solutions Pvt. Ltd. was one of
the bidders and had quoted
the lowest agency charges of
Re.1. The DoE asked for cla-
rifications to ensure feasibil-
ity and viability of the peti-
tioner in carrying out the
work on such low charges.

‘Hybrid business model’

Despite explaining the
“hybrid business model”,
which involves redirecting
funds received by the firm
under various government-
sponsored deployment
linked skill development
programmes for security
work, and the fact that the
company maintained an
elaborate infrastructure in

Delhi, its bid was rejected on
the ground of non-feasibility
of carrying out the tender re-
quirements at the price. 

The company challenged
the rejection before the High
Court while the Delhi gov-
ernment said the court can
intervene only if the decision
afects public interest.

Safety and security

“As far as public interest in
this matter is concerned, it
would primarily be referable
to the public money, which
would be spent for the con-
tract for safety of the persons
for whom security is to be
provided. Public interest is
best served when public
money is not unnecessarily
expended,” said the court.

“The petitioner submitted
its annual statement show-
ing its financial worth and
explained the source of fund-
ing. There is no reason to
doubt that the petitioner will
be able to provide security as
per the terms,” the court
added.

Citizens’ interest best served when
public money is not wasted: HC
AKANKSHA JAIN Court sets aside

decision by govt. to
reject ‘low bid’ of
security firm in
tender process 

NEW DELHI: The Central Bur-
eau of Investigation (CBI)
has submitted its report to
the National Human Rights
Commission on allegations
by former Director-General,
Corporate Afairs, B.K.
Bansal, who allegedly com-
mitted suicide along with
his son in September last
year.

The CBI had arrested
Bansal on bribery charges in
July. Two days later, his wife
and daughter committed
suicide. In September, he
and his son ended their
lives, leaving behind suicide
notes alleging that they
were harassed by some CBI
oicials, including Deputy
Inspector-General Sanjiv
Gautam.

Following an internal in-
quiry, the agency removed
Mr. Gautam from the team
which is probing the allega-
tions against the former
Corporate Afairs oicial
that he allegedly received
bribes to favour a pharma-
ceutical company in an
investigation.

CBI submits
report to NHRC
on Bansal case 
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
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NEW DELHI: Delhi will soon get
a new Diplomatic Enclave in
Dwarka, at quite a distance
from the existingDiplomatic
Enclave at Chanakyapuri in
the heart of the Capital.
On Wednesday, the Union

Cabinet approved the trans-
fer of land fromDelhi Devel-
opment Authority (DDA) to
the Land&DevelopmentOf-
fice in theMinistry of Urban
Development for allocation
to missions and other inter-
national bodies.

MEArequest

The Union Cabinet
chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi approved
the transfer of 34.87 hectares
of land from DDA to enable
the emergence of a new dip-
lomatic enclave. The new
enclave would come up in
Sector 24 of southwest Del-
hi’s Dwarka.
“This transfer of land in

Sector 24 of Dwarka, for the
purpose of a second diplo-
matic enclave in the national
capital has been enabled fur-
ther to the Ministry of Ex-

ternal Afairs expressing the
need for more land for allot-
ment to diplomatic missions
and international organisa-
tions for building their
Chanceries andEmbassies in
Delhi,” said a UD Ministry
spokesperson.
Thedevelopmentof aDip-

lomatic Enclave in Delhi was
first initiated in 1949 on 328
hectares of land and an addi-
tional 132 hectares was allot-
ted as Diplomatic Enclave
Extension in 1953.

Infrastructure projects

Of the total 460 hectares,

147 hectares has been allot-
ted to 76 missions and em-
bassies. The rest has been
utilised for parks, roads, in-
frastructure, schools, hospit-
als and residential plots etc.
“At present, there is no

land available in the Diplo-
matic Enclave in Chana-

kyapuri for allotment to for-
eign missions and
embassies,” the spokesper-
son said.

Rented properties

Due to the unavailability
of land, 39 embassies of
countries are forced to func-
tion out of rented properties
spread across the Capital.
With the new Diplomatic
Enclave now slated to come
up, 42 plots are going to be
carvedout from the landpar-
cel, of which 21 would have
the size of 2,000 square
metres and the rest would be
spread over 1,500 square
metres each.
The plan to move diplo-

maticmissions operating out
of rented properties to a new
diplomatic enclave is nearly
a decade old.
The idea was first mooted

by the Ministry of External
Afairs but enough land was
not available in Chana-
kyapuri or its adjacent areas.
The Ministry of Urban De-
velopment had then identi-
fied a landparcel in Sector 24
ofDwarka for the newDiplo-
matic Enclave.

Union Cabinet approves transfer of 34 hectares of DDA land for embassies, international bodies

Land cleared for new diplomatic hub
STAFF REPORTER

Full of questions

LOST IN THOUGHT:Missing JNU student Najeeb Ahmed'smother, FatimaNafees, with JNU
students during a protestmarch seeking justice for her son at JantarMantar in New
Delhi onWednesday. PHOTO: SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

GURUGRAM: A general store
owner has been arrested by
the Gurugram Police for al-
legedly selling tobacco
products to aminor.

First instance

It is the first instance in
Haryana and the National
Capital Region where the
police have acted on the pro-
visions of the amended Ju-
venile Justice Act for selling
tobacco products to minors,
claimed the Gurugram Po-
lice. According to SHO at
Sadar Police Station, In-
spector Vijay Kumar, a 13-
year-old boy identified as
Akash was selling tobacco
products such as cigarettes
and gutka on a pavement on
Bharampur Road.

AmendedAct

The boy purportedly told
the police that he had
brought the tobacco
products from Yogesh
Chauhan, a general store
owner. Yogesh was later ar-
rested under Section 77 of
the amended Juvenile Justice
Act. Assistant Commis-
sioner of Police, Dharna Ya-

dav, had directed the Station
HouseOicers to take action
under the amended Juvenile
Justice Act for selling to-
bacco products to minors
following directions from
Gurugram Police Commis-
sioner Sandeep Khirwar.
The project director of

Voice of Tobacco Victims,
Aashima Sarin, had earlier
informed the Haryana Dir-
ector General of Police and
other senior oicers about
the provisions against the
selling of tobacco products
to minors under the
amended Juvenile Justice
Act anddemandedpolice ac-
tion.

Direction fromDGP

The DGP had then direc-
ted all police chiefs in the
districts to take action.
Mr. Kumar said that as per

the amendment in the Act,
selling tobacco products to
minors is a punishable act
with upto seven years of rig-
orous imprisonment along
with a fine amounting toRs.1
lakh. “We will continue to
take action under the Act
against those who sell to-
bacco products to minors,”
saidMr. Kumar.

Man held for selling
gutka tominor
STAFF REPORTER

NEW DELHI: The newly consti-
tuted search-cum-selection
committee will shortlist
names out of the 53 candid-
ates, including 35 from out-
side the institute, who have
applied for the post of dir-
ector at the All India Institute
of Medical Sciences (AIIMS)
here this week.
The panel comprises R.

Chidambaram, the Principal
Scientific Adviser to the
Prime Minister; Soumya
Swaminathan, the secretary
in Department of Health Re-
search; Jagdish Prasad, the
director-general of Health
Services; and Yogesh Tyagi,
the Vice-Chancellor of Delhi
University.
This newly constituted

committee is scheduled to
hold the meeting under the
chairmanship of Health Sec-
retary C.K.Mishra on January

6 at 11 a.m. at Nirman Bhawan.
The meeting of the panel has
been approved by theDepart-
ment of Personnel and Train-
ing (DoPT).

Cabinet approval

“Members of the new
search-cum-selection com-
mittee will short-list a few
names, which will then have
to be approved by the insti-
tute body, before being sent to
the Appointments Commit-
tee of the Cabinet headed by
the Prime Minister for final
approval,” said a senior oi-
cial at AIIMS.
The PMO had last week

ordered reconstitution of the
search panel based on DoPT
guidelines amid allegations of
nepotism. A search-cum-se-
lection panel under the chair-
manship of Health Minister J.
P. Nadda was earlier consti-
tuted to select the new dir-
ector of AIIMS.

AIIMS director names to
be shortlisted this week
STAFF REPORTER

NEW DELHI: The Delhi High
Court on Wednesday asked
the CBI about its stand on a
petition seeking registration
of FIR against some senior
oice-bearers of AIIMS for
alleged corruption in pur-
chase of surgical equipment
and sanitation items.
A Bench headed by Chief

JusticeG.Rohini directed the
CBI to reply to the applica-
tion moved by NGO Centre
for Public Interest Litigation,
accusing the agency of sit-
ting on complaints of cor-
ruption and not registering
FIRs despite a report by the
Central Vigilance Commis-
sion (CVC) in thematter.

‘No steps taken’

The NGO has alleged that
“despite there being prima
facie findings of corruption
by CBI and then CVO (of
AIIMS) against some of the
senior functionaries of
AIIMS, no steps have been
taken to register a regular
FIR”.
It has also been alleged

that attempts are beingmade
to close the cases through a
“collusive departmental
enquiry”.
The application is part of a

PIL pending before the same
Bench wherein the NGO has
prayed for a CBI probe into
several alleged graft cases in
the premier medical
institution.

Nine corruption cases

“You (CBI) file your re-
sponse. List thematter along
with the main petition for
February 14. In the mean-
time, response, if any, be
filed,” the Bench ordered.

Graft plea against
AIIMS: HC asks
CBI’s stand

STAFF REPORTER

NEW DELHI: The Delhi High
Court has said that it hopes
the impending elections to
the Delhi Bar Association
(the lawyers’ body of Tis
Hazari courts) are conduc-
ted in a free and fair manner
and in congenial
atmosphere.
The statement came

while the court was decid-
ing on a petition moved by
an advocate apprehending
bias from one of the three
members of the election
committee constituted for
the elections scheduled for
January 25.

Congenial atmosphere

“It is hoped and expected
thatnoreason isgiven toany
member of the respondent
No.1/Delhi Bar Association
to approach the Court for
any further relief pertaining
to the impending elections,
which are expected to be
conducted in a free and fair
manner and in a congenial
atmosphere, in accordance
with the rules and regula-
tions...,” said the court.

Unfounded, says court

The Bench disposed of
the petition, seeking setting
aside of the election notice
dated November 17, 2016 is-
sued by the Delhi Bar Asso-
ciation informing about the
appointment of the Election
Commission with three ad-
vocates as its members.
He apprehended bias

from one of the members of
the committee but the court
held the same to be
unfounded.

Second relief

The second relief sought
was the appointment of an
independent Election
Tribunal.
The petitioner said the

election notice refers to the
appointment of a particular
person as one of the three
members of the Executive
Committee and he has a
bonafide apprehension of
bias against him. The court
took note of the order dated
October 18, 2016 which
came to be passed by a divi-
sion Bench of the high court
in the case titled P.KDash vs
Delhi Bar Association.
In the case it was stated

that the Bar Association
shall constitute an Election
Committee of three mem-
bers and the said the Com-
mittee shall be formed three
monthsbefore theendof the
tenure of the oice bearers
of the Bar Association.

Court sets conditions

It was also directed that
the Committee shall com-
prise two advocates with
not less than20years' stand-

ing, who would not contest
in the forthcoming elections
and it would be chaired by a
Judicial Oicer not below
the rank of Additional Dis-
trict Judge of five years'
standing to be nominated by
the concerned District
Judge. The tasks assigned to
the Election Committee
were to verify the declara-
tions and prepare a list of
members eligible to vote.
The court directed that all

directions given in the said
case be followedby theDBA
in conducting the elections.

Not one-manpanel

On the issue of bias, it
said, “This court is of the
opinion that the grievance
of the petitioner one of the
members of the Election
Committee is biased against
him would hold water if it
was a one-man committee.
But that is not so. In the
present case, the Election
Committee comprises of
three members. The peti-
tioner has expressed com-
plete faith in the remaining
two members. In these cir-
cumstances, even if there is
any apprehension in his
mind about the fairness of
one member, the very fact
that there are two other
members in the Election
Committee, who are, as per
the petitioner himself, neut-
ral and unbiased, their pres-
ence shall be suicient safe-
guard to ensure that a free
and fair election is
conducted.”

Expect bar association polls
to be free and fair, saysHC
STAFF REPORTER The petition had

raised objection to

the appointment of a

member of the

election committee

NEW DELHI:On a daywhen
dates for the Punjab
Assembly polls were
announced by the
Election Commission, a
HomeMinistry-
appointed Special
Investigation Team (SIT)
re-examining the 1984
anti-Sikh riot cases
questioned Congress
leader Sajjan Kumar after
summoning him as an
“accused”.
Amember of the SIT

saidMr. Kumar was
asked to join the
investigation and appear
for questioning on
Wednesday.
While the oicer did

not divulge the details of
the questioning session at
LokNayak Bhawan, he
said the formerMPwas
quizzed in connection
with some of the 59 cases
the SIT has narrowed
down after scrutinising
the records of nearly 300
complaints registered

after the riots. “At least
two of these cases pertain
tomurder and attempt to
murder,” said the SIT
member.

Questioned for 2 hours

Mr. Kumar was
questioned for nearly two
hours.While the
Congress leader was not
available for comment,
his lawyer Anil Kumar
Sharma confirmed that
his client was questioned.
Mr. Sharma also

questioned the timing of
the summons and said
that his client was asked
about a vehicle used by

the accused during the
riots to whichMr. Kumar
replied that he never
owned the said vehicle.

Murder charges

The SIT set up by the
Centre in 2015 to
investigate the anti-Sikh
riots cases has charged
the Congress leader with
murder, attempt to
murder and rioting on the
basis of complaints by
Harvinder Singh, one of
the victims.
The SITmember

further added that other
accused have also been
questioned in connection
with the riot cases.
Talking toTheHindu,

Mr. Sharma said in the
past Harvinder Singh had
appeared before several
committees and the
police and hadmade
contradictory claims. He
said a Delhi court had
made similar
observations while
granting bail toMr.
Kumar last month.

Sajjan questioned by SIT
probing anti-Sikh riots
SHUBHOMOY SIKDAR

Sajjan Kumar

NEW DELHI: The nine-year-old
son of an aspiring film pro-
ducer, who was in the pro-
cess of producing a film on
Akhilesh Yadav, allegedly
consumed poison here on
Wednesday as he was appar-
ently upset over the recent
developments in the Sama-
jwadi Party.

Out of danger

The incident occurred in
southeast Delhi's Jamia
Nagar area following which
the boy was rushed to a hos-
pital where he was stated to
be out of danger. Muneer, a

class IV student and a resid-
ent of Shaheen Bagh, was ap-
parently a fan of Uttar Pra-
desh Chief Minister
Akhilesh Yadav and his
policies, his father Azhar
Dilshad Khan said.
Describing Muneer as a

“brilliant” student, he said
while children of his age usu-
ally spent time playing, he
used to discuss the political
scenario of Uttar Pradesh
with his mother. Khan added
that he was producing a film
on Akhilesh and had stalled
the project after the family
feud in the SP surfaced. PTI

9-year-old ‘Akhilesh fan’
takes poison over SP feud
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JAIPUR: An “opaque system”
that has evolved in the coun-
try in the name of transpar-
ency during the last two-
and-a-half years inhibits
formation of informed opin-
ion as well as critical think-
ing and balanced analysis of
public events, Readers’ Ed-
itor of The Hindu A.S. Pan-
neerselvan said here on
Wednesday.
Delivering the 26th Pandit

Jhabarmal Sharmamemorial
lecture, Mr. Panneerselvan
said lack of transparency had
led to a situation where no
informed debate was visible
on the November 8 decision
on demonetisation. This has
posed a challenge before
both the legacy media and
online forums, he added.
“The situation has been

aggravated because Parlia-
ment is not functioning, me-
dia is not briefed and even
smaller details are not avail-
able in the public domain.

When the system is not
transparent, there can be no
informed debate on an is-
sue,” said Mr. Panneersevan,
who is also Executive Dir-
ector of Panos South Asia.
The language press had an

important role to play in this
scenario as it could contex-
tualise issues and reach out
to a greater number of
people in the States where
governments were changed
and decisions were taken
directly afecting the local
population, said theReaders'
Editor.Thememorial lecture
and award presentation ce-
remony was organised by
Hindi daily Rajasthan
Patrika.
In his lecture dedicated to

the topic, “Big reforms in

media”, Mr. Panneerselvan
touched upon the subjects of
challenges before the legacy
media, outsourcing of ex-
perts by themedia, threats to
independent opinions and
the media's role in bridging
the divide between the priv-
ileged and underprivileged.
Even as there was no

proper briefing on demonet-
isation by RBI Governor
Urjit Patel and Finance Min-
isterArun Jaitley so far, there
were reports of “oicial leak-
ing” to select journalists on
the decision that had led to
withdrawal of 84 per cent of
the currency and put the
livelihood of 30 per cent of
the country's population,
surviving in the informal
sector, at stake, said the
Readers’ Editor.
“This is happening in the

midst of claims about trans-
parency and accountability
and after a decade of the ex-
istence of the Right to In-
formation Act,” said Mr.
Panneerselvan.

‘Opaque system inhibits formation of
informed opinion, critical thinking’
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT No informed debate

was visible on the

November 8 decision

on demonetisation:

A. S. Panneerselvan

NEW DELHI: Soldiers of the
UnitedArabEmirates (UAE)
are likely to march downRa-
jpath during the Republic
Day parade this year, during
which the chief guest will be
Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed
Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of
Abu Dhabi. Commandos of
the elite National Security
Guard (NSG) will also make
their debut showcasing their
anti-terror, anti-hijacking
and special operations
capabilities.
“UAE Army has been in-

vited to participate in the
parade and they have given
in-principle approval. The
details are being worked
out,” a Defence Ministry

source toldTheHindu.
The French Army created

history last year by being the
first foreign force to takepart
in anRDparadewhich show-
cases the military might and
cultural diversity of the In-
dian republic. French Presid-
ent Francois Hollande was
the chief guest last year.
Sources said that foreign
contingents will be posi-
tioned after the mechanised
columns.
UAE is considered to be

one of the closest allies of
Pakistan. But there has been
increased engagement
between India andUAE over
the last two years. The
Crown Prince had earlier
visited India in February last
year following Mr. Modi’s

visit in August 2015.
NSGcommandoshavetra-

ditionally been a regular
sight at the RD parade
providing security. This time
they are all set to enthral the
crowd in their trademark
black uniform. However, the
Army’s Para Special Forces,
which were part of the
parade on earlier occasions,
are not taking part this year.
At least 121 men and two

dogs of the force will be part
of the contingent in various
components -- mounted,
counter hijack, counter ter-
ror, special operations -- and
followed by a rear escort on
motor cycles. Two dogs will
be part of the counter terror
and bomb disposal
component.

UAEArmy likely tomarch on
Rajpath, NSG tomake debut
DINAKAR PERI

NEW DELHI: Cold and foggy
conditions continued to pre-
vail in north India on Wed-
nesday which led to delay in
services of 67 north-bound
trains.
In Jammu and Kashmir,

the Valley and its plains re-
ceived overnight snow and
rains that provided much-
needed relief from the in-
tense cold as the mercury
rose due to cloud cover. Srin-
agar registered a minimum
temperature ofminus 0.1 deg
C. Leh continued to remain
the coldest place in the State
with a low ofminus 7.7.

Thick fog

In Punjab and Haryana,
cold conditions continued in
most parts of both the States.
Hisarwas the coldest in Pun-
jab and Haryana with a low
of 7.1 degrees Celsius, the
MeT oice said here. While
the minimum at Ludhiana
was 8.3 deg C, Chandigarh
settled at a low of 8.4.
Besides, many parts of the

regionwere covered by thick
fog in the morning adversely
afecting air, rail and road
traic.
In Rajasthan, the temper-

ature continued to afect
normal life along with rail
and road transport across the
State. Lowestminimum tem-
perature of 4.4 was recorded
atMount Abu.
Meanwhile, departure of

Ajmer-Sealdaah Express un-

der the North-West region
was changed due to poor
weather condition.
Railways spokesperson

said that 22 trains are run-
ning late ranging from 1 hour
to 21 hours. Among the
delayed trains are Howrah-
Sriganganagar by 21 hours,
Sealdaah-Ajmer by 18 hours
25 minutes, Howrah-Jodh-
pur-Bikaner by 14 hours 50
minutes, New Jalpaigudi-

Udaipur by 14 hours 20
minutes, Kanpur-Bhiwani by
11 hours 15minutes.
Himachal Pradesh’s

higher reaches in tribal areas
and other higher hills are ex-
periencing intermittent light
snowfall since last night.
Keylong in Lahaul and Spiti
recorded 6 cm of snowwhile
the Rohtang pass had 10 cm
of snow till this morning.
Kalpa in Kinnaur district,

Kothi, Pin valley and other
high mountain passes are
having an another spell of
snowfall, breaking the pro-
longed dry spell.Bharmaur
and Manali received 5 mm
and 3 mm of rains respect-
ivelywhile Saluni inChamba
district got 2mm rain.
In U.P., the weather re-

mained dry and fog was wit-
nessed in most parts in the
past 24 hours. - PTI

Cold wave continues in north India

DRY SPELL ENDS:Awoman carries cow dung in a basket on her head in Tangmarg, near Srinagar, as the upper reaches of the
region experienced snowfall while the plains received rain, and (right) a view of the snow-clad ranges as seen fromManali on
Wednesday. - PHOTOS: NISSAR AHMAD & PTI
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BENGALURU: A day after the po-
lice received CCTV footage
of two men on a scooter mo-
lesting a woman in a deser-
ted lane in Kammanahalli
here in the early hours of
January 1, they rounded up 10
suspects on Wednesday. The
Kammanahalli case was the
second shocking New Year-
eve incident after the mass
molestation reported on
M.G. Road and Brigade Road.

“We are questioning them
based on both the CCTV
footage that was sent to us, as
well as footage from other
cameras in the locality,” said
a senior police oicial.

The footage showed the
men intercepting a woman
as she stepped out of an
autorickshaw to walk to her
paying guest accommoda-
tion. While the pillion rider

watched, the rider got down,
grabbed the woman and mo-
lested her. The woman res-
isted and even slapped the
accused, following which the
man threw her on the road
and sped away. Barely a few
yards away, two other men
on bikes watched the entire
incident. “We believe that

the men on the bikes were
known to the attackers and
were working with them,”
the police oicer added.

The woman was accom-
panied by a friend, who went
into the PG accommodation,
while the victim stayed back
to pay the auto driver. The
men used this moment to at-

tack her. Despite witnessing
the attack, the auto driver
drove of without helping the
woman, the police said. The
incident was captured on the
CCTV cameras that a neigh-
bouring house had installed
a week ago. 

Condemning the attack,
the Karnataka State Com-
mission for Women has
taken suo motu action and
asked the police to file a de-
tailed report.

The police have registered
a case of molestation and
robbery as the video grab
shows the accused snatching
the woman’s purse. 

The family members of
the suspects gathered at the
Banasawadi police station
accusing the police of mak-
ing false cases. But the police
said they had evidence to
build a strong case against
the attackers.

Police action is based on CCTV footage of the Kammanahalli incident that took place on New Year eve

Bengaluru molestation case: 10 held
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

HARROWING EXPERIENCE: A video grab of a girl being molested at
Kammanahalli in Bengaluru.— PHOTO: SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

HYDERABAD: The Cyberabad
police cracked the Muthoot
Finance dacoity on Wednes-
day. While key persons are
still at large, three of their as-
sociates were caught near
the Karnataka-Maharashtra
border. They are being inter-
rogated. 

“We achieved a break-
through but the looted gold
is yet to be recovered. It is
only a matter of time now,”
Cyberabad police said. 

Nearly two dozen special
parties of Cyberabad police
had been combing diferent
areas in Telangana, Andhra
Pradesh, Karnataka and Ma-
harashtra for one week for
the suspects. 

A gang of five, two carry-
ing short firearms, drove in
an SUV to the Muthoot Fin-
ance’s branch at
Ramachandrapuram on the

city outskirts around 9.20
a.m. on December 28. Posing
as CBI oicials, they walked
inside, bringing along with
them one of their associates
masquerading as a thief.
Once inside the Muthoot of-
fice, they whipped out fire-
arms and made of with gold
and cash. 

Video footage of the SUV
and sketches of the suspects,

prepared on the basis of de-
scription given by Muthoot
Finance employees, were the
only clues for the sleuths. 

Information gathered
from vehicle number plate-
makers, human intelligence,
analysis of mobile phone call
data records and updates
from teams on the field
helped nab some of the ac-
cused. 

Breakthrough in Muthoot
Finance dacoity, 3 nabbed
MARRI RAMU

CAUGHT, AT LAST: Video footage of the vehicle which was used
in the Muthoot Finance dacoity at Ramachandrapuram.

HYDERABAD: Popular film-
maker and former Union
Minister Dasari Narayana
Rao announced on Wednes-
day that he would make a
biopic on former Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister Jayalalithaa,
who died on December 5,
2016.

“I have been closely asso-
ciated with the actor, who
went on to become a polit-
ical leader. It is only appro-
priate that I make a film on a
person who inspired several
people and worked in at least
140 films in Tamil, Telugu
and Kannada,” he said.

A trilingual

Although the plans have
not yet been firmed up, it is
said that the film could be a
trilingual — in Tamil, Telugu
and Hindi. 

The actors in the reckon-
ing for the role include
Ramya Krishnan, Simran,

Trisha and Hema Malini, it is
understood. Disclosing only
the outline, Mr. Rao said the
film might go on the floors by
the end of 2017 or early 2018. 

He was involved in script-
ing work, and was not fo-
cussed yet on the casting, he
said. It is not clear whether
the film-maker will stick to

the life of Jayalalithaa or will
make changes. Jayalalithaa
worked with M.G.
Ramachandran in 28 Tamil
films, with all of them turn-
ing out to be a hit. With the
legendary N.T. Rama Rao,
she acted in at least a dozen
films in Telugu, all of which
were successful too.

Dasari to make biopic on Jaya
SURESH KRISHNAMOORTHY

POPULAR PAIR: Jayalalithaa worked with M.G. Ramachandran in
28 Tamil films, with all of them turning out to be hits.

PATHANAMTHITTA: The Ayyappa
temple at Sabarimala has
been witnessing heavy rush
since the beginning of the
Makaravilakku festival on
December 30. 

The police and the Central
forces have been facing a
tough time regulating the
pilgrim flow to the Sabarim-
ala Sannidhanam. Pilgrims
were blocked at diferent
points at Pampa and on the
Sabaripeedhom-Marakkoot-
tom-Saramkuthi path lead-
ing to the Sannidhanam to
ease crowd pressure at the
hillock.

Barricades to be put up

It took eight to nine hours
for the pilgrims to reach the
temple premises from
Pampa on Wednesday. There

was considerable increase in
the virtual queue registra-
tion introduced by the police
for the pilgrims to avoid the
long wait in the barricades
on the Saramkuthi path. Po-
lice sources said the virtual
queue registration had

already crossed 16 lakh this
year. The devaswom works
department will construct
temporary barricades from
Paandithavalom to the
northern gate at the Lower
Tirumuttom to regulate the
pilgrim flow.

Virtual queue registration
crosses 16 lakh at Sabarimala
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

HEAVY RUSH: Pilgrims waiting for darshan at the Ayyappa
temple in Sabarimala on Wednesday. — PHOTO: SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

BENGALURU: The police
are yet to identify the
men who allegedly
attacked women during
New Year revelry on
M.G. Road and Brigade
Road here. The case has
been handed over to the
Central Crime Branch.

Though 42 hours of
video grabs have been
analysed, there is no
concrete evidence, said
a police oicer. “For
now, we have footage of
a girl running towards a
woman police oicer
after the police resorted
to mild caning to
disperse the crowd.” 

‘No evidence in
M.G. Road case’
SPECIAL

CORRESPONDENT

TIRUPATI: A huge monetary
bonanza awaits one who be-
comes the first Nobel laur-
eate from Andhra Pradesh.
Chief Minister N. Chandrab-
abu Naidu, during the inaug-
ural ceremony of the Chil-
dren Science Congress here,
announced a cash prize of
₨100 crore for a scientist who
wins the prize. 

Flanked by Nobel laureate
and Director of the Institute
for Cosmic Ray Research at
the University of Tokyo,
Prof. Takaaki Kajita, Mr.
Naidu urged the students to
pursue science with em-
phasis on research and in-
novation. 

“We expect to see several
leading scientists and Nobel
prize winners emerge from
this lot. As youngsters are
more adaptive to technology,

we hope that the existing
demographic dividend will
provide several innovative
ideas,” he said. 

He appealed to Prof. Kajita
to reveal a few tips to secure
a Nobel Prize, for which the
latter’s reply was ‘hard work’. 

‘No idea is small’

Recalling the origin of sev-
eral multi-national corpora-
tions and e-commerce plat-
forms, Mr. Naidu said ‘no
idea is small.’ 

Mr. Naidu urged the stu-
dents to give wings to their
imagination. “Small inven-
tions lead to bigger things,”
he remarked. 

Interacting with students
from over 300 schools across
the State via a live link during
his inaugural speech, Mr.
Naidu asserted that digital
classes would be a reality in
Andhra Pradesh soon. 

‘Be the first to get Nobel
from A.P., win ₨100 cr.’
STAFF REPORTER
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NEW DELHI: A new hurdle has
come in the way of the mar-
quee Ken-Betwa river inter-
link project in its terms of fin-
ancing. 

The NITI Aayog (National
Institution for Transforming
India) has recommended
that Madhya Pradesh con-
tribute 40 per cent of the pro-
ject cost, with the Centre
contributing 60 per cent. The
Ministry of Water Resources
(MoWR) has opposed this
and requested that 90 per
cent of the funds be routed
through the Centre. 

Senior oicials of the min-
istry have discussed the mat-
ter with the NITI Aayog but a
final decision has not been
been taken yet. “We have
made our case to the vice
chairperson (Arvind
Panagariya) and they have
appreciated our view,” said

Amarjit Singh, Secretary,
MoWR.

A lack of clarity on the
funding pattern could mean
more delays to the Rs. 10,000-
crore project that would be
the first ever inter-State river
interlinking project. The pro-
ject was given a go-ahead by
the National Board for Wild-
life (NBWL) at a meeting
chaired by Minister of State
for Environment and Forests,

Anil Madhav Dave, last Au-
gust. An environment clear-
ance panel has, according to
oicials in the water min-
istry, also cleared the project
on 30th December.

A separate committee that
determines forest clearance
to such projects, is yet to take
a call. 

“The toughest bit was the
wildlife clearance...once the
funding mechanism is clear,

it would take seven years for
the project to be ready,” said
Water Resources Minister
Uma Bharti.

This will be the first time
that a river project will be
located within a tiger
reserve.

Submerging tiger habitat

The Rs. 10,000-crore Ken-
Betwa project will irrigate
the drought-prone
Bundelkhand region but, in
the process, also submerge
about 10 per cent of the
Panna Tiger Reserve in Mad-
hya Pradesh, feted as a model
tiger conservation reserve.

The main feature of the
project is a 230-km long canal
and a series of barrages and
dams connecting the Ken
and Betwa rivers that will ir-
rigate 3.5 lakh hectares in
Madhya Pradesh and 14,000
hectares of Uttar Pradesh in
Bundelkhand. 

Lack of clarity on funding pattern of the first ever such initiative

Ken-Betwa river linking
project faces new hurdle
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

CRUCIAL LIFELINE: The Betwa river in Bundelkhand region near
Jhansi, U.P. — FILE PHOTO: R.V. MOORTHY

MUMBAI: The CBI court will
frame charges against all ac-
cused in the Sheena Bora
murder case on January 17.

On Wednesday, Judge H.S.
Mahajan heard the argu-
ments for framing of charges
by lawyers of Indrani
Mukerjea, prime accused in
the case, her husband Peter
Mukerjea, and former hus-
band Sanjeev Khanna.

Peter’s lawyer told the
court that charges levelled
against his client by the in-
vestigating agency had not
been substantiated, while In-
drani’s lawyer said none of
the charges against her could
be proved.

While making its argu-
ments, the CBI has claimed
that a reason for Indrani al-
legedly killing Sheena is she
did not want to share the
Mukerjea property with her
daughter. If Sheena, who was
in a relationship with Peter’s
son Rahul, married him, it
could lead to a property
dispute.

Charges to be

framed in Sheena

Bora case on Jan. 17

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

KOLKATA: Activist Teesta Setal-
vad said the charges framed
by the Central Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI) against her
and her husband Javed
Anand would not hold in the
court of law. 

In an interview to The
Hindu, the activist said the
allegations “do not have any
legal basis” according to spe-
cific sections of the Foreign
Contribution (Regulation)
Act (FCRA) of 1976 and the
amended FCRA of 2010. 

The CBI, on Tuesday, filed
a charge sheet against Ms.
Setalvad and Mr. Anand ac-
cusing them of receiving
contributions from abroad
even though “they were not
eligible” for the funding. The
funding was given by the
Ford Foundation. 

Three charges

One of the three key alleg-
ations was that Ms. Setalvad
and Mr. Anand, being pub-
lishers, are barred from tak-
ing foreign contributions. 

Ms. Setalvad said: “Ford

Foundation [contribution]
falls outside the purview of
FCRA as per the Act [Section
3 and 4]” and thus they did
not violate any law.

The other allegation is that
they did not seek prior per-
mission of the Home Min-
istry for receiving the funds.
Ms. Setalvad said that since
the consultancy was “out of
purview of FCRA, the ques-
tion of seeking prior permis-
sion does not arise.”

The third allegation was
related to non-maintenance
of a separate bank account.
Ms. Setalvad reiterated that
the consultancy “was out of
the purview of FCRA.” 

CBI allegations
baseless: Teesta
SUVOJIT BAGCHI

Teesta Setalvad 

PUNE: A group of trekkers
camping at a fort in Lonavala
near here were allegedly
roughed up by about 10 men
and women, who claimed to
be ‘heritage bufs’, on New
Year’s eve, the police said on
Wednesday.

The trekkers had come to
celebrate the New Year at
Visapur Fort in Lonavala,
about 50 km from here.

According to a police com-
plaint registered by a woman
from Pune, 10 to 12 men and
women allegedly roughed
them up with sticks and
belts, accusing them of litter-
ing the place. The accused
forced the men to strip and
abused the women, she said. 

“We have registered a case
of rioting against 10 to 12
people of a ‘fort lovers’
group,” Assistant Police In-
spector at the Lonavala Rural
Police Station Sandip Yede-
Patil said. 

Six of the accused had
been identified, he said. He
said the accused claimed that
the trekkers had been con-
suming liquor, which was be-
ing verified. — PTI 

Trekkers 
roughed up at
fort in Lonavala 

LUCKNOW: In a shocking incid-
ent, a 45-year-old man
hacked to death 10 members
of his family, all women and
girls, before hanging himself
in a village in Uttar Pradesh’s
Amethi district. The young-
est victim was two years old.

Jalaluddin, who ran a
mechanic shop, lived in the
house with his wife, five
daughters, and wives and
children of his two brothers.

On the intervening night
of Tuesday-Wednesday,
Jalaluddin, under the pretext
of giving them medicine, fed
pesticide to all his family
members, before slitting
their throats with a sharp ob-
ject. He then committed sui-

cide by hanging himself, a
police spokesperson said.

Two survive

Only two persons sur-
vived, Jalaluddin’s wife Ta-
bassum and one of his
daughters Afsaar, who were
admitted to the community
health centre in Jagdishpur.

Among the dead were four
daughters of Jalaluddin, aged
2-18, Husan Bano, wife of his
deceased brother Shamsud-
din, their two daughters
(aged 9 and 17), and wife and
two daughters (aged 6 and 7)
of his second brother Rais.
While the matter is being
probed, “prima facie it ap-
pears to be a case of family
feud,” a police spokesperson
said in Lucknow.

Man kills 10 family
members, commits suicide
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENTPATNA: Prime Minister Naren-

dra Modi will visit Patna’s
Gandhi Maidan on Thursday
to participate in the closing
of the Prakash Parv, organ-
ised to celebrate the 350th
birth anniversary of the 10th

Sikh guru, Guru Gobind
Singh.

Punjab Chief Minister Par-
kash Singh Badal arrived in
Patna on Wednesday while
Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar conducted an aerial
survey of the city to oversee
the arrangements for the
festival.

Devotees from abroad

With three tent-cities and
all hotels, guest houses, com-
munity halls booked to their
capacity, Patna has trans-
formed into a mini-Punjab.
Hundreds of thousands of
Sikh devotees from across
the world have congregated

in the city.
They are grateful to the

State government for making
“fabulous and fantastic” ar-
rangements for the occa-
sions. All prominent govern-
ment establishments have
been lit up, and roads leading
to the Takht Sri Patna Sahib,

originally built by Maharaja
Ranjit Singh to commemor-
ate Guru Gobind’s birth in
the city, have been decor-
ated. 

Holiday

The State government has
declared a holiday for its

employees.
Overwhelmed by the

state-of-the-art arrange-
ments, former Punjab Chief
Minister Capt. Amarinder
Singh, who visited Patna on
Tuesday, invited Nitish Ku-
mar to campaign for the
Congress party in the up-
coming Assembly elections.

‘Once in a lifetime’

“I did not expect such ar-
rangements from the Bihar
government…it is really fab-
ulous and fantastic…my sin-
cere thanks to Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar,” Sardar Kartar
Singh, who along with his
family members has come
from Canada to participate

in the Prakash Parv, told The
Hindu.

Even locals are impressed.
“I have never seen such light-
ing and arrangements at
Gandhi Maidan, it is once in
a lifetime opportunity for
me,” government employee
Saket Kumar said.

Round-the-clock social
and religious activities are
taking place inside the tent-
cities. The government has
also made arrangements for
free transportation of Sikh
devotees from the airport,
railway station or bus stands
to their respective
destinations.

Prakash Parv, which began
on January 1, will end on
Thursday with special pray-
ers in which Mr. Modi, Mr.
Badal, Mr. Kumar and a large
number of other dignitaries
will participate. 

The Prime Minister is
scheduled to stay in Patna for
two hours.

Patna turns into mini-Punjab as Sikhs gather for Prakash Parv 
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

MOMENTOUS OCCASION: Panj Pyaras at a procession during the
350th Prakash Parv in Patna on Wednesday. — PHOTO: RANJEET KUMAR

Prime Minister to
attend the 350th

anniversary of 10th
Sikh guru, Guru
Gobind Singh, in city

AHMEDABAD: The Gujarat
health authorities have
culled more than 2,000 birds
after the detection of avian
flu or bird flu at a poultry
farm near Ahmedabad. The
State authorities have soun-
ded a high alert and placed
restrictions on the move-
ment of birds and eggs, and
on chicken shops in the area. 

The government has im-
posed prohibitory orders
around Hathijan village near
Ahmedabad and in parts of
the Kheda district, and set up
a control room and monitor-
ing unit after the report by
the Indian Council of Agri-
cultural Research-National
Institute of High Security
Animal Disease confirmed
the deaths of birds due to flu. 

Birds culled in
Gujarat over 
fears of avian flu

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
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EDITORIAL

CARTOONSCAPE

T
he elevation of M.K. Stalinas the working
president of the Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam achieves two objectives. It fills
the power vacuum at the top following

the prolonged illness of party president M. Kar-
unanidhi. It also provides an opportunity for the
DMK to take advantage of the fluid political situ-
ation in Tamil Nadu after the death of Chief Minis-
ter Jayalalithaa and the prevailing confusion within
the ruling AIADMK on whether O. Panneerselvam
should make way for V.K. Sasikala as Chief Minis-
ter. For a long time now, Mr. Stalin has been the un-
oicially designated successor to his father, Mr.
Karunanidhi. He was made Deputy Chief Minister
in 2009 during the DMK’s previous term in oice,
though he continued to be ranked behind both Mr.
Karunanidhi and party general secretary K. An-
bazhagan in the Cabinet and the party organisation.
But so far, despite his failing health, Mr. Karunan-
idhi has been reluctant to step down from the post
of party president. Even during the run-up to the
Assembly election in early 2016, he refused to de-
clare Mr. Stalin the chief ministerial candidate.
While it is not very clear whether the DMK patri-
arch wholeheartedly endorses his son’s elevation
now, there is little doubt that the second line of the
party believes this has been long overdue.

As working president, Mr. Stalin enjoys the same
powers as the party president, and in a situation
where Mr. Karunanidhi is unable to function act-
ively, he should have little diiculty in giving the
party the necessary direction in a fast-changing
political scenario. The AIADMK without Jayala-
lithaa faces a stern test. It helped that the party was
in power when she died; otherwise, the district-
level leaders might have begun pulling in diferent
directions whether or not Ms. Sasikala became the
general secretary. Mr. Stalin can aford to bide his
time to see how the AIADMK holds in the post-Jay-
alalithaa phase and if the visible signs of cadre dis-
enchantment with Ms. Sasikala become accentu-
ated. The DMK is currently in a politically
advantageous situation; it had lost the Assembly
election narrowly, and its main rival now is in some
disarray. As the main Opposition party, it has a re-
sponsible role to play when the government is in
danger of being directionless. And with Mr. Stalin
at the helm, it can play that role a lot more efect-
ively. After close to three decades of seemingly
never-ending political rivalry between Mr. Kar-
unanidhi and Jayalalithaa, Tamil Nadu is witness to
a new phase of political contestation. The people
can only hope that the emerging political rivalry
will not see political decency in short supply, as was
the case with the previous generation of leadership.

Stalin at 
the helm

I
t is being called a “mass molestation”. With all
the creepiness and collective menace that the
phrase conveys, the sketchy facts of the events
of New Year’s-eve in downtown Bengaluru

once again hold a mirror up to Indian society.
Thousands of revellers had gathered in and around
Mahatma Gandhi Road and Brigade Road to ring in
2017, as is something of a tradition in the city. But,
according to reports that subsequently emerged, a
large number of women were sexually assaulted
around midnight. While no complaint had been
filed, Bengaluru police have taken up an investiga-
tion based on the reports of women being groped
and physically attacked. Another incident, re-
portedly also of the early hours of January 1, has
come graphically into the public domain, with
CCTV footage showing a woman being grabbed as
she makes her way home in a residential street be-
fore she pulls herself free and escapes. This is un-
connected to the so-called “mass molestation”, but
reinforces the horror of the night in Bengaluru. In
an aftermath that has echoed with KarnatakaHome
Minister G. Parameshwara’s efort to blame the vi-
olence on “western culture”, it is easy to under-
stand why no women came forth, at least initially, to
register an ofence. All too depressingly and pre-
dictably, the Minister has closed the loop to show
how state and society fail to ensure the safety of
women.

Mr. Parameshwara’s insinuation that for women
to wear “western” dress and be out and about hav-
ing a good time is to invite sexual harassment, iron-
ically, explains the reluctance of women to register
ofences. For, to do so is to very often court an ac-
cusatory glare, and be made to answer why they
were out in a lonely street, after dark, in a place
teeming with “boys” — or put simply, why they did
not know better. The Criminal Law (Amendment)
Act, 2013, passed after national outrage over the
Delhi gang rape of December 16, 2012, had sought to
bring clarity to the continuum of sexual ofences
and to simplify procedures for women to bring
them to the attention of the police. To truly con-
vince women that the state is on the same page,
every crime against a woman must be regarded as a
horror. But without an administrative ethos that
does not flip an accusation on a woman and instead
asserts a woman’s right to bodily integrity no mat-
ter where she is and what she is doing, no amount of
law-making can significantly change things. This is
the challenge before the Bengaluru police as they
look for women to come forward and assist in the
investigation. 

Bengaluru’s 
night of horror

Uttar Pradesh has always been riveting
theatre, and now magnificently so, with the
Samajwadi Party (SP) splitting, uniting and
splitting again to the exasperation of com-
mentators, many of whom have been
severely tested on their understanding of this
complex and politically most-watched In-
dian State. There have been so many googlies
thrown that anyone cast as an expert on U.P.
afairs will likely want nothing more than not
to be one, especially with the Assembly elec-
tion announced and punditry on high de-
mand. 

Will the SP reunite? Maybe, maybe not.
Was the split scripted to foreground the
newly dazzling Akhilesh Yadav? Not likely,
but who knows. Will there be a mahagath-
bandhan (grand alliance) that upsets calcu-
lations? Keep guessing. Will the Mayawati-
led Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) have the last
laugh? Hard to say. Will Rahul Gandhi finally
prove himself? Ha ha. Will it be abki baar
bhajapa sarkar (a Bharatiya Janata Party
government this time)? Well, probably.

PM’s party in front

On current evidence, and post the Novem-
ber 8, 2016 currency swap, it is the BJP that
seems the front runner, and not least because
it is the party with the largest war chest (not
to be confused with the chest size of its
leader). Indeed, the most striking aspect of
this election season is that while the BJP has
been able to hold ostentatious rallies with
huge, bussed-in crowds, its cash-strapped
opponents have all but been grounded. Yet in
a situation of constant surprises, it would be
unwise not to take into account factors that
might torpedo the BJP: among them a change
in popular mood brought about by the ad-
verse efects of demonetisation and smart
counter-strategising by rival parties.

Consider the battle lines. There is the BJP
led by Narendra Modi. Always larger than
life, the Prime Minister has assumed le-
viathan proportions post the note swap. But
more fearfully for his opponents, there is no
guessing when, where and how he will trip
them up. There is no worse nightmare for Mr.
Modi’s political foes than when he rubs his

hands in glee and says in a conspiratorial,
hushed tone, “Maine abhi apne poore patte
khole nahin hai (I have still to reveal all my
cards).” This, plus the BJP’s humongou s 42
per cent vote share from U.P. in the Lok Sabha
election of 2014 and NaMo’s continuing if
confounding popularity, gives the party a
head start over its rivals.

The Samajwadi churn

The SP, till now in the control of patriarch
Mulayam Singh Yadav but deftly hijacked last
week by son and Chief Minister Akhilesh Ya-
dav, has zoomed back into the reckoning be-
cause the son has shown that he can shine
without the father. This is rare in Indian dyn-
astic politics where the norm is for the ward
to live and sufer in the shadow of the clan
head. Any assignment to junior necessarily
came as a conferment from the elder. The
former performed his designated role at the
pleasure of the latter. Given this order of
things, the power struggle within the SP,
staged openly over several months, came as a
shocker. Last week’s chaos on the streets of
Lucknow exceeded the most dire predic-

tions. It seemed surreal that the father could
expel his Chief Minister son from the party.
More jaw-droppingly, the son installed him-
self as the national president of the party
evicting his father from the long-held post.
Also despatched was Akhilesh Yadav’s uncle,
Shivpal Yadav, who had been the State chief
of the SP.

Of course, Shivpal Yadav himself was a
usurper, having snatched the State party
chief’s post from the nephew with the help of
brother Mulayam Singh Yadav. That was in
September 2016, and that edition of the fam-
ily war had ended in a tenuous peace with the
Chief Minister dutifully declaring his love
and respect for his father while holding Amar
Singh, the “outsider”, to be the villain of the
piece. To those innocent of the SP’s previous
history, Amar Singh is the same man who,
courtesy of his enviable corporate-Bolly-
wood links, once controlled the SP’s purse
strings. Many in the SP, including Akhilesh
Yadav, resented Mr. Singh’s clout in the party
and the spell he seemed to have cast on the SP
patriarch. Mr. Singh was seen to have taken
the SP away from it socialist roots to its new
avatar as a “Page Three” party. The saga had
concluded with Mr. Singh being exiled, pre-
sumably through the eforts of Akhilesh
Yadav.

So when Mr. Singh re-emerged, there were
fireworks. Akhilesh Yadav, now Chief Minis-
ter, hit back by forming a team with his fath-
er’s cousin, Ram Gopal Yadav. There were
also soulful interviews to the media about the
“outsider” who had returned with a brief to
wreck the party. As if in confirmation, the
father openly sided with Mr. Singh and
Shivpal Yadav while often scolding his son in
public. Now what? There is a view in Luc-
know corridors that the split, whether scrip-
ted or not, has changed the game for the
Chief Minister. Indeed so, and the proof was
in the rapturous young crowds that thronged
the streets of the capital shouting their sup-
port for the son. The SP, which had been
placed last in the election stakes before the
split, found itself bumped up to the second if
not first place with Akhilesh Yadav seizing
control.

Advantage Akhilesh?

The fresh-faced Chief Minister has a lot
going for him. In a November 2011 interview
to me, the young Yadav had regretted that the
SP had become synonymous with thuggery

and lawlessness, and swore to rid it of the
goonda elements that had sullied its reputa-
tion. One reason for the SP’s 2012 election
victory was Akhilesh Yadav’s clean image. He
seemed the antithesis of his goonish party.
Five years on, the young man has miracu-
lously retained both the clean image and the
goodwill that brought him to power. To have
been in oice for five years and not be seen as
corrupt is an achievement that cannot be
overstated, more so in U.P. where a politician
is by definition tainted. The split in the SP has
embellished this quality and endeared the
Chief Minister to young voters who like the
fact that he is cut from the same cloth as
them. Overall in U.P., everyone has a good
word to say about Yadav Junior.

But will this suice to give the SP a second
term? The answer could lie in the challenges
ahead for Akhilesh Yadav, starting with the
possibility of his party requiring a new name
and a new symbol. Second, it is unclear if he
would be able to fully retain the SP’s vote
base of Muslims and Yadavs. Muslims have
an umbilical connection with Mulayam
Singh Yadav and may not easily desert him. It
might be useful to remember that in the 2014
Lok Sabha election, a section of Yadavs went
away to the BJP. Will they return or will they
be persuaded by Mr. Modi’s post-notebandi
(slang for demonetisation) invocation of na-
tionalism and promise of a bright future?

Akhilesh Yadav could overcome the vote
deficit via a mahagathbandhan with the
Congress and the Rashtriya Lok Dal (RLD).
Akhilesh Yadav, Mr. Gandhi and Jayant
Chaudhary, Ajit Singh’s son and general sec-
retary of the RLD, would together be picture-
perfect but it is not clear if they would be
vote-perfect. Meaning, will they be able to
transfer votes to one another? Besides, with
Mr. Gandhi away in foreign lands, there is no
word as yet on the alliance. Finally, notwith-
standing saturation propaganda, there is also
the SP’s patchy record in oice.

Task cut out for Mayawati

Ms. Mayawati’s fortunes have been yo-yo-
ing. The BSP sufered its most humiliating
defeat in 2014 when it won no seats for a dis-
mal vote share of 19.6 per cent. According to
the National Election Studies data of the
Lokniti programme of Centre for the Study of
Developing Studies, the BSP lost 16 per cent
Jatav and 35 per cent non-Jatav Dalit votes in
2014 as compared to 2009. There is reason to
believe that Ms. Mayawati has regained her
Dalit vote in the aftermath of the widespread
anger over the Una atrocity in Gujarat. The
BSP is banking on a unified Dalit-Muslim
vote. Given the decisive presence of both
communities across the State, this could be a
runaway hit but only provided Muslims for-
sake the fractious SP. The BJP will also do all
it can to thwart any Dalit-Muslim unity and
its aggressive Dalit outreach policy is geared
entirely towards this end. The Supreme
Court-imposed bar on appealing to religious
and caste sentiments will also afect Ms.
Mayawati more than her rivals. She needs to
overtly seek the votes of Dalits and Muslims
unlike the BJP, which can play divisive polit-
ics by stealth.

The BJP’s multiple advantages are obvious,
among them Mr. Modi’s own towering pres-
ence and notebandi, which he has expertly
spun as a class war. Thus far, the Prime Min-
ister has had the crowds sway to his every
command and every change in narrative. But
they could start asking why the rich are get-
ting away and what makes the BJP itself so
rich. With mounting rural distress and no
sign of the promised pot of gold at the end of
the rainbow, there is a real danger that the
notebandi story could derail. Besides, where
is the BJP’s chief ministerial face?

Vidya Subrahmaniam is a Senior Fellow at The Hindu
Centre for Politics and Public Policy. E-mail:
vidya.subrahmaniam@thehinducentre.com

Wheels within wheels in Uttar Pradesh
The BJP seems ahead in the run-up to the Assembly elections but it has to contend with a newly popular
Akhilesh Yadav and Mayawati’s ambitious Dalit-Muslim plank

There is a view in Lucknow
corridors that the split, whether
scripted or not, has changed the
game for Akhilesh Yadav. The SP
finds itself bumped up 

VIDYA SUBRAHMANIAM

Fair elections

The unmet demand for justice in the
country has many dimensions —
political, social, economic and so on.
Discrimination and the denial of
elementary justice in these
dimensions weaken and sap the
practice of secularism (“Two takes
on democracy”, Jan.4). Any concept
favoured by religious extremism
flagrantly denies this equality-
fairness-and-justice principle. It is
doubtful whether India has kept its
tryst with destiny. In 1947, India
began its journey in trying to
address underdevelopment and
extreme deprivation in a highly
populated and poor country within
the framework of parliamentary
democracy. But the experiment
seems to have largely failed Nehru’s
litmus test — of ending poverty and
ignorance, and also disease and the
inequality of opportunity.

K.M.K. Murthy,
Secunderabad

As a citizen who has grown up in
Uttar Pradesh, I have seen caste
politics at its peak. Even though the
arguments made by the dissenters
led by Justice D.Y. Chandrachud are
quite compelling, they tend to
oversee the misuse of the narrow
definition of the word “his” in
Section 123(3) of the Representation
of the People Act. Our aim to create
a secular and egalitarian society can
be achieved by setting some
idealistic benchmarks for our
political leaders to follow.

Harshit Gupta,
New Delhi

Bengaluru’s shame

What surprises me is the audacity
with which unruly elements molest
women in the presence of the police.
The weakest point of security for
women is when the perpetrators of
crime against women know for sure
that they can “get away”. Women
have a right to demand security from
the police. Fear should be created in
the perpetrators of crime that they
are being watched. It is not just
about laws but about infrastructure
that helps create a safe environment
using a whole system of measures
(“States duty-bound to protect
women: Rajnath”, Jan.4).

Sudha Ravi Shanker,
Chennai

More than the outrageous act of the
molesters, it is the horrendous
analogy made by people in power
which encourages such acts that are
reprehensible. India needs to
educate its politicians first. The
Minister is question needs to
understand that ill-thought-out
remarks have no place in a modern
society. Many of us youngsters are
deeply anguished by what the
Minister said (“I was misquoted:
Parameshwara”, Jan.4).

Chetan Digal,
Belagavi, Karnataka

State of the Army 

The appointment of Gen. Bipin
Rawat has been done keeping in
mind his experience and expertise in
the issues of counter-insurgency
along the Line of Control (“All’s not

well in the Army”, Jan.3). The border
area is always trouble-prone and has
erupted time and again over the past
one year. His role as a “chief
coordinator and strategist” would be
buoyed by his hands-on experience
in this field which would also help
the forces react better in the face of
aggression. While the politicisation
of the armed forces must be avoided
at all costs, there are times when
certain steps need to be taken
keeping in mind the situation at
‘ground zero’.

Rohi Rajbar,
New Delhi

Oicers in the defence forces often
get overlooked or superseded at
some stage or the other given the
pyramidal structure of promotion.
Hence to harp on the point of
discontent is baseless. Senior
oicers have the privilege of
choosing their own staf oicers who
are selected on performance, merit
and, yes, regimentation. It is never
on the lines of caste, creed or
religion. The Infantry division is the
largest component of the army, so
there are bound to be more generals
from this division. 

A.E. Charles,
Coimbatore

The article raises certain important
issues about promotion, policy and
procedures in the army that deserve
consideration at the appropriate
military and political levels. In the
context of the appointment of Gen.
Rawat, the writer is right in
questioning the decision made by
the government. Is it trying to

reduce the Indian Army to being a
counter-insurgency force? The
government seems to be economical
with the truth behind these
seemingly questionable
supersessions. However, the
suggestion that promotions to the
higher levels be vetted by an
empowered parliamentary panel
deserves outright rejection as it
would amount to politicising the
entire selection process.

Sunil Choudhury,
Bengaluru

Demonetisation’s narrative

The common man has been easily
led to believe that demonetisation is
what the country needs (Open Page
– “People and patience, post
demonetisation”, Jan.3). Is it but
clever talk equating resilience and
the hardship of demonetisation to
nationalism that has subdued the
voice of the poor man to a whisper?
Demonetisation hasn’t afected the
wealthy. The pain is being borne by
the poor. Instead of flagging of such
exercises, there must be a focus on
stronger laws, ensuring fruitful
working of Parliament and even
conscription. A code of conduct and
ethics for all political leaders and
those in government service should
be implemented with sincerity.

Livia Poonacha,
Bengaluru

It would be incorrect to say that
people “accepted” the narrative
behind demonetisation which kept
changing from hunting for black
money to weeding out fake currency

to turning ours into a cashless
economy. The fact is that the nation
was deeply stunned by the intensity
of the announcement on November
8. Before one could gauge what was
happening, there were countless
notifications issued in the most
incomprehensible and illogical
manner, and much of it which went
over one’s head. The bullying tactics
of the government were like a classic
case of manufacturing consent. 

S.V. Venugopalan,
Chennai

Forgotten journeys

The article (Open Page – “Steam
engines, dream machines”, Jan.3)
reminded me of the time when my
father was station master at
Bezwada (now Vijayawada) and
Arakkonam. Our railway quarters
were in Vijayawada near the engine
shed. My elder sister and brother,
who were in school, would board the
train from the town where they were
studying. The engine driver knew
them and he would let them travel in
the engine. They would enjoy the
hospitality as the engine driver used
to roast groundnuts and give them a
feast. On reaching our quarters, he
would sound the whistle and let the
family know that they had reached. 
When we moved to Perambur we
lived near the railway grounds. I
made friends with a number of
Anglo-Indians steam engine drivers.
I used to envy them but did not
know how driving a steam engine
was a tough job. 

S.R. Viswanathan,
Chennai
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Nasik HAL unit
delivers aircraft

The Hindustan Aeronautics
Limited has begun delivery of
completed M.I.G. aircraft. The
three major units of H.A.L.
constituting the M.I.G. complex at
Nasik, Koraput and Hyderabad
“are in the construction stage but
assembly and delivery of
completed aircraft has now begun
at Nasik.” According to the annual
report of the company for 1965-66,
there was a substantial and well-
established organisation for
aircraft design and development
in Bangalore division of the
company. “The divisions at Nasik,
Hyderabad, Kanpur and Koraput
are in the process of setting up
their own design departments to
deal with the problems of the
M.I.G. project.” The report further
said that owing to devaluation of
the rupee, capital costs in the
M.I.G. projects had risen
substantially. The Chairman of
the H.A.L., Mr. S.S. Khera, who
released the report, said here
[New Delhi] to-day [January 4]
that there was urgent need for
forecasting demand for aircraft,
for both civil and military uses,
over the next 10 to 15 years. Mr.
Khera said that he had proposed
an enquiry on the future
development of the aircraft
industry on the lines of the
Bhabha Committee’s enquiry into
the electronic industry. 

Oil well fire in
Upper Assam

The Oil and Natural Gas
Commission’s well No. 25 at
Rudrasagar, five miles from
Sibsagar town in Upper Assam,
caught fire at four this morning
[January 4] and till late in the
evening flames continued to rise
to a height of 120 feet, oicial
reports said here [Gauhati], to-
night [January 4]. All families in
the neighbourhood have been
evacuated to a safer place. The
well burst yesterday evening
[January 3] and crude oil gushed
out with great speed. A report
from Jorhat said to-night [January
4] that fire brigade squads were
still battling ceaselessly to control
the fire but to no efect. A wide
area around the well site had
assumed a smoky and dangerous
atmosphere. 

No visa fee for 
foreign tourists

India to-day [January 4]
abolished unilaterally the tourist
visa fee for the foreign tourists
visiting India and announced a
number of Customs relaxations as
part of its drive to promote
tourism in the 1967 International
Tourist year. Even those coming
without a visa can now spend up
to seven days in India on
temporary landing permit:
hitherto they could spend only
three days. 

(dated January 5, 1967)

FROM THE ARCHIVES

It is time to look ahead at the challenges that India’s security
planners face in 2017. Spillovers from 2016 and the forthcom-
ing leadership change in the United States will make the en-
vironment very challenging in India’s security calculus.

For the U.S. certainly, and for India too, January 20 could
turn out to be a day like no other in the recent past. If U.S.
President-elect Donald Trump sticks to his “twitter-
words”, the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) would be

history, U.S.-China relations may become even more tenuous, while Amer-
ica’s interaction with Russia may become “interesting”. While Mr. Trump
has not talked about India, his “fantastic” Pakistan may see some more ten-
sions developing with Uncle Sam, as the general thrust of Trumpism has
been to take a tougher line on terrorism. After his “Israel” tweet on the UN
Security Council resolution on Israeli settlements and outright condemna-
tion of the Iran nuclear deal, one can expect U.S. involvement in West Asia
to increase. Would that imply a reversal of President Barack Obama’s
“Pivot to Asia?” Will Mr. Trump’s views change once he is in the saddle?
What does this scenario portend for India?

China rising

India has to factor in the enhanced aggressiveness of China, which has
taken on a new hue and trajectory; shorn of diplomatese, the “peaceful” rise
has become an ominous one that is transforming the “challenge” of China
into a “threat” from China. Its recent moves, of positioning air defence
weapons on a reclaimed island in the South China Sea, forays by fighters
and bombers over the East China Sea, and even sending its aircraft carrier
Liaoning to Hainan via the Bashi Channel between Taiwan and Philippines,
have sent an unwelcome message to its
neighbours. It may not be long before
Liaoning makes its foray into the Indian
Ocean. If not for power projection (which
is still some time away), it may be to just
announce to the world that a new “world”
power has arrived. Though these activit-
ies are far removed from the India-China
border, these developments can be co-related with the reorganisation of its
military into Theatre Commands, local media hype about large-scale, “real-
istic” joint training exercises, and aggressive diplomatic reactions to events
that impinge on its stated positions (the Dalai Lama’s visits to Mongolia,
and later Arunachal Pradesh). If Mr. Trump gets on the front foot with
China, then it (the U.S.) would require India to be firmly with it. With its
placing of India as a major defence partner and the Defense Technology
and Trade Initiative (DTTI) in place, Indian planners would have to tread a
narrow path between getting close to the U.S. and being classified as a ma-
jor cog in the American scheme of things. The key dictum to follow would
be to ensure that India’s interests are insured against reversals in power
politics, as Pakistan faced to its discomfiture when the Cold War and the
Soviet presence in Afghanistan ended.

The Pakistan factor

Pakistan can be expected to continue meddling sub-conventionally in In-
dia’s afairs. Thus, support to terrorism would continue, with the Pathankot
and Uri attacks being pointers of actions to be expected. India’s guard can-
not be lowered and eternal vigil is the need of the times. Hopefully, the rel-
ative quiet along the border is indicative of some backchannel diplomacy at
work. That there is a new Pakistan Army Chief and the top brass there has
been overhauled sends out a feeling of hope that the civilian leadership may
be exercising a greater say in security and foreign afairs. But haven’t we
seen this, which we have fervently wished for, many times before?

On this broad security canvas before India, there also lie the subtle but
understated strokes of India’s relations in the neighbourhood. Even as
China and Pakistan make forays in these countries, especially with arms
sales and economic aid, we can ill-aford to neglect them; they constitute
our vital interests. To be influential in world afairs, words need to be
backed by deeds — claims of “historical cultural relations” do not work in
realpolitik. Thus, the commitment to develop the Chabahar port in Iran
gains importance, even as a new relationship develops between Russia,
China and Pakistan. The buzz is that this friendship is around China’s
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor initiative but astute observers can
sense something more to be brewing. Similarly, economic and military
commitments to Afghanistan have to be met, the geographical disconnect
notwithstanding. 

Budgetary support before 2019

History has proven that a strong military is the foundation for resolute
action in the economic and diplomatic fields. The demonetisation exercise
may have ensured extra money in the government’s cofers as its state-
ments have profered. A year from now, the nation will be in the final stretch
of the race for the 2019 general election, when priorities for budgetary al-
locations are bound to change. Hence, a greater allocation for the defence
sector is needed in the 2017 budget to enable the services to overcome the
neglect of the past decade and enhance their capability to support govern-
ment aims at influence-building in the neighbourhood. In parallel, the
building up of a defence industrial base should gather greater momentum
from the snail’s pace it is now. Getting a firm footing in the “near abroad”, to
use a Russian term, is a sine qua non for aspirational India’s ambitions in
the coming years; 2017 would be decisive in more ways than one.

Manmohan Bahadur, a retired Air Vice Marshal, is Distinguished Fellow at Centre for Air Power
Studies, New Delhi.

Arms and the region

More allocation for the
defence sector is
needed in the 2017
budget to overcome the
neglect of the past
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On December 30, China’s decision to
veto India’s proposal to ban Jaish-e-Mo-
hammed (JeM) chief Masood Azhar at
the UN capped a terrible year in bilateral
ties. China’s economic corridor through
Pakistan, India’s invitations to Uighur,
Falun Gong and Tibetan activists, the ex-
pulsion of Chinese journalists from
Mumbai, the Chinese block on Nuclear
Suppliers Group membership for India,
and the rumblings over the South China
Sea all added to tensions between the
two countries; the Chinese decision to
put a permanent block on the Azhar pro-
posal aggravated them further.

An open-and-shut case

China’s decision, to put it bluntly, was
outrageous and ill-advised. In the past,
Beijing blocked India’s proposals at the
UN to designate Hizbul Mujahideen
chief Syed Salahuddin and Abdul Reh-
man Makki and Azam Cheema of the
Lashkar-e-Taiba as terrorists, and
blocked questions on how designated
terrorists Hafiz Saeed and Zaki-ur-Reh-
man Lakhvi accessed funds in Pakistan
despite UN sanctions. But Azhar’s case
is diferent from all of these, for reasons
that should be obvious.

Which other terrorist, for example,
has actually been seen live across televi-
sions worldwide, as Azhar was on
December 31, 1999, being exchanged for
hostages on the Kandahar tarmac after
the hijack of IC-814? Which other terror-
ist has recorded in his own book (From
Imprisonment to Freedom) details of
the terror plot to hijack the plane, and of
links to the Taliban oicials who pushed
Indian negotiators on the ground (in-
cluding current National Security Ad-
viser Ajit Doval) into efecting his re-
lease? And which other terrorist openly
spoke of meeting Osama bin Laden in
Afghanistan, travelling to Somalia to
help recruit for al-Qaeda, and his loyalty
to Taliban chief Mullah Omar, whom he
described as his “beloved
Amir-ul-Momineen”?

Despite all that evidence, it took two
years and the 9/11 attacks for the JeM to
be designated as a terror group by UNSC
1267 sanctions committee in 2001. It
seems unbelievable that 15 years later,
despite his complicity in everything
from the Parliament attack to the Path-
ankot attack and everything in between,
Azhar hasn’t yet been added to that list,
largely due to China’s ignominious role.

It would be a mistake, however, if New
Delhi sees China’s move purely in bilat-
eral terms, and ignores the larger trend it
represents: of a fragmenting global con-
sensus on terrorism. The impact of this
fragmentation can be seen at several
levels now: at the UN, in the tussle
between the U.S. and Russia, and for In-
dia, in regional ties.

Changing narrative

After the 9/11 attacks, the global con-
sensus to fight the Taliban, Al-Qaeda
and all allied groups was formed by the
UNSC resolution on terrorism (UNSCR
1373) in 2001. Already, in 1999, the UN
had set up an al-Qaeda/Taliban sanc-
tions committee (UNSCR 1267) to im-
pose strictures on anyone dealing with
the Taliban and Osama bin Laden. While
the implementation of these resolutions
has been questionable, there was little
doubt that all member states essentially
believed that the Taliban, al-Qaeda and
their allies formed a common global

enemy.
That narrative has since changed. In

January 2010, at an international confer-
ence hosted by the U.K., the UN and the
U.S. openly backed eforts to talk peace
with the Taliban. In 2011, the UNSC
made it simply the al-Qaeda sanctions
committee, separating the Taliban com-
mittee so as to facilitate talks by delisting
Taliban leaders being engaged. In
December 2015, the UNSC made a fur-
ther shift by renaming it “ISIL (Da’esh)
and Al-Qaida Sanctions Committee”
(UNSCR/2253). This renaming promp-
ted Pakistan to ask recently, albeit mis-
takenly, how the banning of Azhar was
even connected to the committee’s work.

Impact of U.S.-Russia ties 

Apart from the UN, shifting U.S.-Rus-
sia ties have also made a great impact on
the global terror consensus. In 2001, Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin was one of
the first foreign leaders to speak to Pres-
ident George W. Bush, expressing full
support for the U.S. fight against al-
Qaeda, which would in turn help Russia
with its Islamist threat as well. Not only
that, Mr. Putin reversed Russian policy
of decades, allowing the U.S. to set up
bases across Central Asia and virtually
take over Afghanistan’s security
command.

That relationship no longer exists, and
Russia is questioning the U.S. presence
in its backyard again. “Russia won’t tol-
erate this,” Mr. Putin’s Special Envoy to
Afghanistan Zamir Kabulov said in an in-
terview this week, referring to the U.S.’s
bases in Afghanistan as akin to having
Russian bases in Mexico.

Russia’s other moves — a new close-
ness with China, and growing ties with
Pakistan — are a third factor impacting
global consensus. A trilateral meeting of
the three countries last month in Mo-
scow called for a “flexible approach” to
remove some Taliban figures from the
UN sanctions list as part of eforts to
“foster a peaceful dialogue between Ka-
bul and the Taliban movement”. No
doubt, the recent Taliban statement that
it won’t target infrastructure projects in
Afghanistan is significant, given China’s
high-stakes ‘One Belt, One Road’ plan
that runs through the region.

On the other side, the U.S. has been
pushing for the removal of other groups
in Afghanistan from sanctions, like the
Hizb-e-Islami’s Gulbuddin Hekmatyar
(a former Central Intelligence Agency-
funded fighter), a move that Russia
blocked at the UN.

Clearly, the global leaders are picking
their teams. Ironically, neither side has
yet pushed for the banning of the new
Taliban chief, Haibatullah Akhundzada,
a reminder of how far away we have
come on that global consensus. Also ly-
ing in the dust is India’s decades-old pro-
posal for a Comprehensive Convention
on International Terrorism.

Russia’s Pakistan engagement cannot
be disconnected from India’s concerns
either. It is significant that among the P5,
the U.S., U.K. and France co-sponsored
India’s resolution against Azhar, China
vetoed it, but Russia, India’s traditional
backer, did nothing at all. At the BRICS
summit in October and the Heart of Asia
conference in December, it was the Rus-
sia-China combine that kept India’s de-
sire for tough statements on “cross-bor-
der terrorism” from Pakistan at bay, and
it was the Russian envoy who told India
not to use “multilateral forums for bilat-
eral issues”.

Azhar’s ban is only a piece in a much
larger jigsaw puzzle. The world is in-
creasingly divided and the consensus on
terror, that once helped India apply pres-
sure on Pakistan, is now dividing along
these fault lines. If India is to stick to its
course, of securing its citizens and bor-
ders, the answer may lie in bridging ties
with all nations involved, including
some that now lie across this divide.

suhasini.h@thehindu.co.in

Running into the Chinese wall
The Masood Azhar case is a piece in the fragmenting jigsaw of global terror consensus

SUHASINI HAIDAR

The U.S., U.K. and France 
co-sponsored India’s resolution
against Azhar, China vetoed it,
but Russia, India’s traditional
backer, did nothing at all

FREE BIRD: “It seems unbelievable that despite his complicity in everything from the
Parliament attack to the Pathankot attack and everything in between, Azhar hasn’t
yet been added to the terror list, largely due to China’s role.” Picture shows Masood
Azhar in Islamabad. — FILE PHOTO: REUTERS

Ever since Sushil Kumar won a bronze
medal at the 2008 Beijing Olympics,
wrestling has, without doubt, grown by
leaps and bounds. A series of successes
followed, from Yogeshwar Dutt to the
Phogat sisters to Sakshi Malik.

What was until then a sport predom-
inantly of the hinterlands received
wider recognition as television and
newspapers began discovering it. Now,
it has reached a stage where Sakshi’s
Olympic bronze is expected to do to
women’s wrestling what Sushil’s did to
wrestling in general.

Even to the uninitiated, the sport’s
rich moral, philosophical and mystical
heritage — with links first to the
Ramayana and the Mahabharata
through the likes of Hanuman and
Bhima, and then to the Mughals and
Maratha kings, who were huge patrons
of the sport — has always appealed.

Also, independent India’s first indi-
vidual Olympic medal winner was a
wrestler: Khashaba Dadasaheb Jadhav,
who bagged a bronze in the 1952 Hel-
sinki Games. This aided wrestling in se-
curing a prominent place both in the
minds of the country’s citizenry as well
as in its yet-to-thrive sporting
ecosystem.

The Aamir Khan-starrer Dangal,
which narrates the story of Mahavir
Singh Phogat and his daughters Geeta
Phogat — the 2010 Commonwealth
Games gold medallist and first Indian
women wrestler to qualify for the
Olympics — and Babita Kumari, was
perhaps the icing on the cake.

That Sakshi and the Phogats came
from Haryana, a State infamous for its
skewed gender ratio (879 women for
every 1,000 men), even boosted the nar-
rative of the sport now being a tool for
breaking gender stereotypes. And
rightly so.

Battle of perception

But what has completely been left un-
explored is the allure of women’s wrest-
ling as a sport in itself. This is seen in the
fact that men’s freestyle wrestling was
introduced at the St. Louis Olympics in
1904 but it took a whole century for the
women’s competition to be included. In
2013, when wrestling was dropped from
the Olympic programme initially before

being reinstated, one of the prime reas-
ons was that it discriminated against
women athletes by giving them fewer
medal opportunities.

Wrestling, in general, has had to fight
a battle of perception. As a combat sport
it has often been cannibalised. Cruder
as it seems than most other disciplines
with a strong emphasis on physicality,
wrestling is seen as the ultimate symbol
of masculinity; something which glori-
fies violence. Rarely is it considered as
an art form in which physical skills are
often honed over years. 

So, if a woman tries to stake an equal
claim to the sport, it is often seen as an
attempt by her to prove that she is “mas-
culine” enough. After all, didn’t Geeta
have to first defeat the boys in her area
to gain legitimacy as a capable wrestler?

“With heavyweight wrestling, people
are expecting this Helga type of woman,
obese and going there on the mat to try
to smash people’s heads,” Adeline Gray,
a three-time World Champion from the
U.S., told ESPN. “It’s so much more than

that — the weight is really low, so it’s
about technique. It’s skill, strength,
power and executing that in a very pre-
cise way.”

She said: “I would hear, years later,
‘Yeah, that guy was afraid of you in high
school.’ Why? I’m nice! I just don’t un-
derstand where that came from. It’s like
saying a boxer just goes around hitting
people all the time. I’ve never been in a
fight, I’ve never hit anybody. I never
challenged anyone at a party. So I don't
know why that fear exists: ‘Oh, she can
beat me up if she wanted to!’ Yeah, but...
I don’t really fight people.”

Robert L. Simon, in his book Fair
Play: The Ethics of Sport, raises an im-
portant question with respect to the

kind of stigma that plagues contact
sports. “The key ethical question in fair
competition may be whether the use of
force takes advantage of an opponent’s
physical vulnerability,” he asks.

But acts of violence on a sporting
field don’t necessarily render the sport
violent. In wrestling, athletes do have
the capacity and opportunity to inflict
severe harm on their opponents. They
can dislocate limbs and break fingers.
However, they are taught to not exert
such physical force and confine their
moves to legitimate ones.

“Wrestling is safe,” said Adeline. “I
love that it’s head to head and it truly
tests us. But there is no need to worry
that someone is going to get hit in the
face. In wrestling, you’re not going to
get hit in the head.”

The very fact that this stigma has
been allowed to remain so deeply en-
trenched is largely because those who
participate in sports perceived as “viol-
ent” are rarely asked to express what
draws them to these sports and to de-
scribe their experiences on the playing
field.

Surely one can’t imagine every fan
and player saying, for example, “I love
wrestling so much because it breaks
gender stereotypes.” Even for Mahavir
Phogat, women’s emancipation was the
last thing on his mind. Didn’t it take a
while for him understand that a gold
medal was a gold medal irrespective of
who won it — a boy or a girl?

“Ever since we won an international
medal in the 2010 Commonwealth
Games, women have started to recog-
nise the medal potential in the sport,”
said Vinesh Phogat, gold medallist in
the 2014 Glasgow Games. “The Olympic
medal also added to the excitement. But
wrestling allows women to express
their level of skills and strength. So it’s a
huge attraction. Also, with the league
coming in and corporates like JSW in-
vesting in sport, women have started to
recognise wrestling as a sustainable ca-
reer option.”

Sport helps in sensitising and uniting
society, and this is something to be val-
ued. However, social outcomes cannot
always explain why a person took to a
sport or her passion for it. The stories of
Geeta, Babita, Vinesh and Adeline will
certainly help in creating a more equal
society. But they are often satisfying
ends to what at the outset was driven by
pure love of sport and a bit more.

sudarshan.narayanan@thehindu.co.in

While the stories of women wrestlers may well help create a more equal society, they are often
satisfying ends to what at the outset was driven by pure love of sport

N. SUDARSHAN

Wrestling, in general, has had
to fight a battle of perception.
Rarely is it considered as an
art form in which physical
skills are honed over years 

For a level playing field

BREAKING OUT OF THE GRIDLOCK: “What has completely been left unexplored is the
allure of women’s wrestling as a sport in itself.” Picture shows India’s Babita Kumari
wrestling with Canada’s Brittanee Laverdure in a match at the Commonwealth
Games 2014, in Glasgow, Scotland. —PHOTO: PTI
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Mr. Katarki submitted
that there may be a deficit
of less than one tmcft and
this would be compensated
by supplying the requisite
water by January 31. 

Tamil Nadu submitted
that the north-east mon-
soon had failed completely
and it was sufering from a
67 per cent deficit of water.
However, the Bench re-
fused to deliberate on this
issue, saying it had already
spent “considerable time”
on it.

Centre’s stand rejected

On December 9, the Su-
preme Court had rejected
the Centre’s stand that the
apex court lacked jurisdic-
tion to hear the Cauvery
dispute. It had upheld the
constitutional power of the
court to hear the appeals
filed by the three States
against the Tribunal award.

The Centre had argued
that the parliamentary law
of Inter-State Water Dis-
putes Act of 1956 coupled
with Article 262 (2) of the
Constitution excluded the
Supreme Court from hear-
ing or deciding any appeals
against the Tribunal’s de-
cision. 

The Centre had claimed
the Tribunal award was fi-
nal. 

The Bench, however,

held that the remedy under
Article 136 was a constitu-
tional right and it cannot be
taken away by legislation.

“The jurisdiction exer-
cised by this court under
Article 136 is an extraordin-
ary jurisdiction which em-
powers this court to grant
leave to appeal from any
judgment, decree or de-
termination in any cause or
matter passed or made by
any court or tribunal and
the scope of this Article has
been settled in numerous
decisions,” it observed.

Further, the Bench had
held that it was settled law
that the Supreme Court
could not take cognisance
of an original inter-State
water dispute, and this
alone was the original in-
tent of the Constitution un-
der Article 262.

It held that once a water
dispute, as defined under
Article 262(1) read with
provisions of the 1956 Act,
is adjudicated by the
Tribunal, it loses the nature
of ‘original dispute’.

Daily hearing on
Cauvery appeals

The SC had upheld its
power to hear the
appeals filed by the
three States against
the Tribunal award

FROM PAGE ONE

KOLKATA: Violence erupted in
several districts of West
Bengal on Wednesday as Tri-
namool Congress cadres al-
legedly assaulted Bharatiya
Janata Party workers and
vandalised their party oices
in protest against the arrest
of party MP Sudip Bandy-
opadhyay by the CBI in a chit
fund scam.

Trinamool cadres staged
demonstrations outside
Union Minister Babul
Supriyo’s house in north
Kolkata. They organised ral-
lies and blocked rail tracks
and roads. Party secretary-
general Partha Chatterjee
denied the allegations of vi-
olence, and dubbed them as
“concocted stories”. 

Trinamool workers staged
a demonstration in front of
the housing complex in
north Kolkata where Mr.
Supriyo’s house is located.
Nearly 100 cadres blocked
the road in front of the hous-
ing complex, shouting slo-
gans demanding Mr.
Supriyo’s arrest.

Mr. Supriyo said, “My par-
ents who live in the housing
complex are fearing for
safety. The manner in which
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee has unleashed her
MPs and cadres on BJP work-
ers in support of a Trinamool

leader charged with corrup-
tion is unprecedented.”

Rail services hit

Apart from organising rail
blockade in Kankurgachi,
which disrupted rail services
for about 40 minutes, Trin-
amool cadres blocked Na-
tional Highway 60 connect-
ing West Bengal and Odisha
in Paschim Medinipur dis-

trict, disrupting traic for
nearly an hour. 

Trinamool workers led by
Sujit Bose, MLA, held a

protest in front of the CBI of-
fice at the CGO complex in
Salt Lake. Protests led by Mr.
Bandypadhyay’s wife and
Trinamool MLA Nania
Bandyopadhyay took place
in Kolkata North. 

The Trinamool took out
protest rallies in Cooch Be-
har, Hooghly, East Medi-
nipur, Malda, Canning in
South 24 Parganas and Na-

dia. The cadres attacked BJP
workers and vandalised sev-
eral party oices across the
State. “Since Wednesday
morning, BJP oices were at-
tacked in 17 places, including
in Hooghly and Durgapur.
We hope that the Centre and
the State government will
bring the situation under
control,” BJP State president
Dilip Ghosh said.

Trinamool workers go berserk in Bengal
Protests against Bandyopadhyay’s arrest lead to violence; demonstration outside BJP MP’s house

ON THE BOIL: Trinamool Congress cadres shouting slogans as they burn an effigy of Prime Minister Narendra Modi during 
a protest in Siliguri on Wednesday. — PHOTO: AFP

Party cadres take out
rallies and block
railway tracks 
and roads, amid
shouting of slogans

STAFF REPORTER

BHUBANESWAR: Trinamool Con-
gress MP and party leader in
the Lok Sabha Sudip Bandy-
opadhyay, who was arrested
in the Rose Valley chit fund
scam case in Kolkata on
Tuesday, was remanded in
CBI custody for six days by a
local court here on
Wednesday.

The court remanded Mr.
Bandyopadhyay in CBI cus-
tody while denying him bail.
The CBI had sought 12 days’
remand.

The MP was brought here
from Kolkata during the
early hours of Wednesday
and questioned in the CBI of-
fice before he was produced
before the court. 

Trinamool activists, led by
a legislator from Ramnagar
in West Bengal, Akhil Giri,
staged a protest outside the
CBI oice.

Claiming that their leaders
were not involved in the
scam, Mr. Giri said they
would organise a rally in
Bhubaneswar on January 10.

Tapas Paul, another MP ar-
rested by the CBI in connec-
tion with the scam, is still in
CBI custody in
Bhubaneswar. 

MP to be in
CBI custody
for six days
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

would ask the Governor to
invoke Article 356, he
replied, “It would be prema-
ture now. But if things persist
then we can seek that also.” 

Trinamool Congress, can
their MPs enter Delhi and
take out rallies in other
States,” he asked. 

Asked whether they

KOLKATA: A flurry of political
activity followed the arrest
of Trinamool Congress MP
Sudip Bandyopadhyay on
Wednesday which saw ral-
lies and counter-rallies, al-
legations and counter-alleg-
ations flying, and parties
making a beeline for the Raj
Bhavan to meet West Bengal
Governor Keshari Nath Tri-
pathi. 

The day began with BJP
national general secretary
Kailash Vijayvargeye ad-
dressing presspersons at the
party headquarters which
had, on Tuesday, become the
flash-point of violence after
the arrest. 

While Mr. Vijayvargeye
said that the BJP was no way
responsible for the arrest, he
also cautioned the ruling
party in the State. “If we
tread on the same path like

A few hours later, almost
all the key Ministers of
Mamata Banerjee’s govern-
ment went to meet Gov-
ernor. This was followed by a
visit by State BJP president
Dilip Ghosh to the Raj
Bhavan. He gave the Gov-
ernor details of party oices
being attacked and the num-
ber of their supporters being
attacked. "It was unthink-
able. We did not expect this.
Our party oice was attacked
at diferent places including
Hooghly and Durgapur.
Babul Supriyo's house was
attacked. We are concerned.
It should stop", he said. A
delegation of the Communist

Party of India (Marxist), led
by the party MLA Sujan
Chakraborty, also met the
Governor. Mr Chakraborty
raised the expression of bon-
homie between the “TMC
and BJP”. “ There are many
more who need to be arres-
ted and the money of the
people need to be returned”.
When told that Chief Minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee had
mentioned his name in con-
nection with Rose Valley, Mr.
Chakraborty said he was
ready for questioning.

Wife leads protest

Among the many rallies
organised by the Trinamool
Congress, one was led by
Nayna Bandyopadhyay, MLA
and wife of the arrested MP.
The Trinamool leadership
has said that protests will
continue in every block and
subdivision of the state in the
coming days.

Raj Bhavan turns focal point for parties
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

RAISING CONCERN: West Bengal State BJP chief Dilip Ghosh and
other leaders interact with the media after meeting Governor
Keshari Nath Tripathi on Wednesday. — PHOTO: PTI

NEW DELHI: A Delhi court on
Wednesday granted bail to
Sanjeev Tyagi, cousin of
former Air Chief Marshal
S.P. Tyagi, and advocate
Gautam Khaitan in the
AgustaWestland helicopter
bribery case.

Special Judge Arvind Ku-
mar granted them bail on
furnishing a personal bond
of ₨2 lakh with one surety of a
like amount by each.

The judge had on Decem-
ber 26 granted bail to the
former Air Chief, observing
that “the CBI failed to state
how much cash was paid to
the accused and when it was
paid.”

“Keeping in view the over-
all facts and circumstances,
the accused are admitted to
bail,” the judge said.

Two more get bail
in Agusta case

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: India on Wednes-
day said that China is follow-
ing “double standard” on ter-
rorism and asked Beijing to
support its campaign to
blacklist Pakistan-based ter-
ror mastermind Masood
Azhar. 

Addressing the mid-term
press conference of the MEA
to mark two-and-a-half years
of the government of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
Minister of State for External
Afairs M.J. Akbar said Chi-
na’s block at the 1267 com-
mittee of the UN Security
Council that prevented India
from blacklisting the terror
boss was “self-defeating”.

‘Listen to world’s voice’

“China should listen to the
voice of the world and we
hope that Beijing can be per-

suaded to see the evil of the
menace,” said Mr. Akbar and
added, “as a responsible and
mature nation, China will
understand the double
standards of this self-defeat-
ing purpose,” said Mr. Akbar. 

Reiterating the govern-
ment’s position on terror, Mr.
Akbar said India had zero
tolerance for terrorism.
“Talks and terror do not, can-
not go together,” he said, em-
phasising that the govern-
ment would consider
dialogue with Pakistan only
after cross-border terror
ends. 

The press conference, led
by both Ministers of State for
External Afairs, V.K. Singh,
and Mr. Akbar projected the
diplomatic trajectory of the
Modi government since May
2014 and acknowledged that
despite tranquillity on India-
China border, there re-

mained “divergences” in bi-
lateral ties, including China’s
stand on Pakistan-based ter-
ror outfits such as Jaish-e-
Mohammed (JeM).

Mr. Akbar’s was the first
Minister-level response
from India after China
blocked India’s New Year eve

bid to blacklist Masood
Azhar under the counter-ter-
ror 1267 committee of the
UN Security Council. Fol-
lowing the block, Pakistan
had criticised India’s move
as “politically motivated”.

Surgical strike, a message

India, however, was not in
favour of stalling dialogue
with Pakistan on the need to
stop cross-border terrorism
as it had delivered the neces-
sary message to Pakistan and
the world, with the surgical
strike of September 28, Mr.
Akbar said. 

“You can see the situation

in our neighbouring country.
It is a regrettable situation,”
said Mr. Akbar, referring to
Pakistan.

Mr. Singh also highlighted
that the surgical strike of
September 28, ten days after
the Uri attack, had delivered
the expected results. 

“The aim of the surgical
strike was — we have sent a
message to the whole world
that terrorism will not be ac-
ceptable as the new normal,”
said Mr. Singh. 

The press conference
highlighted the govern-
ment’s campaigns at the UN,
and the Nuclear Suppliers
Group (NSG) and stated that
it remains focused on the
smooth implementation of
the “neighbourhood first”
policy to ensure better ties
with Nepal, Bangladesh, Sri
Lanka and other members of
the region. 

China’s stance on terror self-defeating: India
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

MoS for External Affairs 
M .J. Akbar in New Delhi on
Wednesday. — PHOTO: PTI

New Delhi wants
Beijing to help
blacklist Pak.-based
terror mastermind
Masood Azhar

NEW DELHI: The Centre may be
headed for another confront-
ation with the West Bengal
government over the con-
tinuation of the State Dir-
ector-General of Police
(DGP) in oice after
superannuation.

Citing a Supreme Court
order, the Trinamool Con-
gress government in the
State had issued an order in
July 2016, which allows
Surajit Kar Purkayastha to
remain in oice for a fixed
term of two years, though he
attained superannuation on
December 31.

This is not the first time
that the court order has been
used by a State government
to let their choice of oicers
continue at the top post after
they have crossed the retire-

ment age of 60. The former
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister J.
Jayalalithaa had used the or-
der to appoint Ashok Kumar,
a 1982-batch IPS oicer, DGP
in November 2014 for a fixed
term of two years, though the
oicer attained superannu-
ation in June 2015. Mr. Ku-
mar, however, took volun-
tary retirement in
September 2016, two months
before his tenure would have
come to an end. 

A Home Ministry oicial
said the All India Services
Act, 1951, barred any oicer
from continuing in oice
after retirement, unless it has
been cleared by the Centre. 

“The W.B. government has
not informed us about this
notification. Certain States
have been using the 2006 SC
order to let retired oicers
continue,” the oicial said. 

VIJAITA SINGH

Diferences over
DGP’s continuation

SRINAGAR: The police on Wed-
nesday arrested a Lashkar-e-
Taiba (LeT) militant from
north Kashmir’s Kupwara
district, who was allegedly
plotting an ambush on the
National Highway in the
Kashmir Valley. 

According to a police oi-
cial, the LeT militant, identi-
fied as Ashiq Ahmed, alias
Abu Haider, was apprehen-
ded by the Handwara police
and the Army’s 21 Rashtriya
Rifles (RR) in a joint opera-
tion near Fruit Mandi Cross-
ing in Handwara. “We had
specific information about
his presence in the area,” said
the police oicial. After a
sustained interrogation, the
police said, Ahmad revealed
he was planning an attack.

LeT militant
arrested in
Kupwara
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Several Opposition
leaders have written to Pres-
ident Pranab Mukherjee
against the advancement of
the budget session of Parlia-
ment to just before the As-
sembly elections. 

“Advancing the presenta-
tion of the Budget gives an
unfair advantage to the rul-
ing party ... undermining a
free and fair election,” said
the letter to the President
written by Congress leader
Ghulam Nabi Azad and
signed by Sharad Yadav
(Janata Dal-United),
Mallikarjun Kharge (Con-
gress), Naresh Agrawal (sup-
porter of Samajwadi Party’s
Akhilesh Yadav), D. Raja

(Communist Party of India)
and S.C. Mishra (Bahujan
Samajwadi Party), among
others.

Leader of the Opposition
in the Rajya Sabha Ghulam
Nabi Azad also wrote to
Chief Election Commis-
sioner Nasim Zaidi . 

CPI(M) general secretary
Sitaram Yechury took to
Facebook to point out what
he saw as economic flaws of
in advancing the budget. 

In Lucknow, Bahujan
Samaj Party chief Mayawati
urged the Election Commis-
sion to direct the Centre not
to announce the Union
Budget on February 1, 10 days
ahead of the first phase of
voting in U.P.

(With Omar Rashid)

VIKAS PATHAK

Advancing budget
unfair: Opposition

NEW DELHI: Justice Jagdish
Singh Khehar, the senior-
most judge of the Supreme
Court, was sworn in as the
44th Chief Justice of India by
President Pranab Mukherjee
on Wednesday.

Justice Khehar will have a
tenure for over seven
months till August 28, 2017.
He assumed oice as a judge
of the Supreme Court on
September 13, 2011.

On his first day in oice,
Justice Khehar presided over
courtroom 1 with Justices
N.V. Ramana and D.Y.
Chandrachud flanking him.

Justice Khehar is known
for his firm and decisive ap-
proach to cases. His appoint-
ment comes at a time when
the relationship between the
government and the judi-

ciary remains tense over an
unprecedented number of
judicial vacancies (400) in
the HCs and eight in the SC.

Even on his last day at
work, Justice T.S. Thakur, the
current CJI’s predecessor,
had accused the Centre of
letting the Supreme Court
Collegium’s recommenda-

tions of judicial appoint-
ments and transfers “lan-
guish on somebody’s desk.” 

It will be on Chief Justice
Khehar’s shoulders now to
resolve the diferences of
opinions about the draft
memorandum of procedure
(MoP) for judicial appoint-
ments with the government. 

It was a Constitution
Bench led by Justice Khehar
which had pushed into mo-
tion the exercise of re-draft-
ing the over two-decade-old
MoP in a bid to bring in
transparency and account-
ability into the judicial ap-
pointments process. Justice
Khehar, whose name is syn-
onymous with the volumin-
ous majority judgment he
authored scrapping the gov-
ernment’s NJAC law to re-
vive the Collegium, has now
to contend with dissent in-
side the Supreme Court Col-
legium itself.

Justice Jasti Chelameswar,
a member of the Collegium,
does not attend its meetings.
As the lone dissenting judge
on the Constitution Bench
which scrapped the NJAC
law, Justice Chelameswar’s
dissent was historic.

J.S. Khehar sworn in as Chief Justice
KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL

President Pranab Mukherjee congratulates Justice Jagdish
Singh Khehar on Wednesday. — PHOTO: V. SUDERSHAN

NEW DELHI: The eighth meeting
of the Goods and Services
Tax Council failed yet again
to reach a consensus on the
critical issue of dual control,
a major roadblock in the fi-
nalisation of the draft GST
laws, Union Finance Minis-
ter Arun Jaitley said on Wed-
nesday. The Council will
meet again on January 16.

Mr. Jaitley, briefing report-
ers on the two-day meeting,
said he expected both direct
and indirect tax collections
at the end of the year to ex-
ceed the budget estimates. 

After the first day of the
meeting on Tuesday, several
State Finance Ministers said
the April 1 deadline for the
rollout of GST looked un-
likely, with the likelihood of a
July or September rollout
increasing.

“The legal drafts of the
draft laws with gaps have
been sent for legal vetting
and will be presented before
the GST Council,” Mr. Jaitley
said. 

“The gaps refer to two
broad areas. The first is the
definition of the word ‘territ-
ory’, and the second has to do
with the issue of dual control
and cross empowerment.

“The territory issue is a
complex one. The area of 12
nautical miles from the India
coast is Indian territory,” he
explained. 

“Service tax in this area
has been levied by the Gov-
ernment of India. But fishing
in these areas has been taxed
by the States.”

“The answer to this is not
political, it is purely a consti-
tutional issue,” Mr. Jaitley
said.

One other issue raised by
the States was the compensa-
tion, and how this amount

should be increased due to
the hit to State revenues
caused by the demonetisa-
tion of high value currency
notes. 

“I have asked the States to
give their revenue projec-
tions for the month of
November, and also for the
last two to three years, and
then we will look into the
matter,” Mr. Jaitley said.

Pre-Budget meeting

The Union Finance Minis-
ter also held a pre-Budget
consultative meeting with
the State Finance Ministers
following the GST Council
meeting. West Bengal Fin-
ance Minister Amit Mitra
walked out in protest from
the meeting stating that the
Union Budget has become a
meaningless exercise.

“The Prime Minister de-
livered a part of the Budget
speech. He covered most of
the important sectors [dur-
ing his New Year’s Eve
speech],” Mr. Mitra said, out-
side the meeting venue.
“This has never happened
before. What is the role of the
Finance Minister?”

However, before leaving
the meeting, Mr. Mitra made
his presentation to Mr.
Jaitley.

GST: No accord on
dual control
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Arun Jaitley

Top BJP State leaders
and almost all Bengal
Ministers meet the
Governor on a day of
hectic activity
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NEW DELHI: The announce-
ment of dates for the As-
sembly polls in five States by
the Election Commission
found the BJP’s national
headquarters in New Delhi
filled with anticipation on
Wednesday afternoon. 

The results in these States
— from the most densely
populated and numerically
important Uttar Pradesh to
the crucial States of Ma-
nipur, Goa, Punjab and Ut-
tarakhand — will not only be
significant in the specific
political contexts of these
States, but will also project
the impact of demonetisa-
tion and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s attempts to
transcend the segmentary
vote bank that the
party has depended
on till now.

‘People trust PM’

The upper castes,
especially trading
communities, the
traditional bedrock
of support to the BJP,
haven’t exactly heaped en-
comiums on the Prime Min-
ister on the decision to de-
monetise currency notes of
₨500 and ₨1,000 denomina-
tions, and diiculties in re-
monetisation persist. Des-
pite all that, party leaders
say, demonetisation has
“worked” because there is
“Mukhia par bharosa [trust
in the leader, Prime Minister
Modi].”

Party general secretary
Arun Singh, who has just re-
turned from a 12-day tour of
Uttar Pradesh, said there
was widespread support for
demonetisation. 

“We have held over 1,800
public meetings, big and
small, across the length and
breadth of U.P., our
parivartan yatras were on
in Uttarakhand and public
meetings were held in Goa,

nowhere have we come
across any criticism of de-
monetisation. Logon ko
Mukhia pe bharosa hai [the
people trust the leader],” he
told The Hindu. 

‘Not a referendum’

“This cannot be a referen-
dum on demonetisation, we
have already got the feel of
the support it enjoys in the
results of the Maharashtra,
Gujarat, Chhattisgarh and
Chandigarh local body polls,
as well as bypolls to As-
sembly and Lok Sabha seats
in Madhya Pradesh and As-
sam,” said Mr. Singh.

The statement projects
the party’s confidence of rid-
ing the wave of Mr. Modi’s
popularity, and is precisely
for those reasons it is prob-

lematic. For in none
of the States that the
BJP is a serious con-
tender for power, is
there a local chief
ministerial aspirant.
Goa is an exception
as the party is in
power there.

Like Bihar and
Delhi, therefore, the rhetoric
of the elections will pit the
Prime Minister against the
regional satraps. It is a tactic
that has not seen a high de-
gree of electoral returns
lately — it did erode the
Prime Minister’s own rather
formidable political capital
for the length of 2015 — till
Assam was won in 2016 by a
more localised strategy.

“Our main issue in these
polls will be development,
good governance and to rid
the polity of nepotism and
dynasty-led politics,” said
BJP’s Uttar Pradesh unit
chief Keshav Prasad
Maurya.

“You wait and watch, we
will only gain from demon-
etisation,” he added. An in-
vocation at the beginning of
the toughest test of the de-
cision yet.

The poll results in the 5 States will
project the impact of demonetisation

NISTULAHEBBAR

BJP hopes to cash in on note ban in battle of ballots

NEW DELHI: Of the States going
to elections next month, the
one in Uttar Pradesh is the
most significant nationally
but, for the Congress, it is in
Uttarakhand, Manipur, Pun-
jab and Goa where it has a
chance of victory.

In Uttarkhand and Ma-
nipur, it is currently in
power; in Punjab and Goa, it
is the principal Opposition. 

In the battle for U.P., the
Congress can at best play a
supportive role if it allies
with the ruling Samajwadi
Party. 

Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister
Akhilesh Yadav has
spoken of an alliance
publicly but so far,
there has been no
forward movement.
Congress sources
said the party would
give the SP another week to
sort out its internal prob-
lems before finally closing
the door. 

Oicially, the Congress
said it will contest all 403
seats, even as spokesperson
Ajoy Kumar maintained that
it was willing to “cooperate”
with other parties “to rip of
the mask of development (of
the BJP) beneath which fas-
cism lurked”. 

Divided opinions

The Congress is divided
on the issue: knowing that in
an alliance it won’t get more
than 50-odd seats, one group
feels that by not contesting
all 403 seats now, the party
will lose even more ground
ahead of the 2019 general
elections.

The second group be-
lieves the BJP must be de-
feated at all costs now as a
U.P. victory would help it
make a pathway to 2019. On
Wednesday, former Delhi
CM Sheila Dikshit, the Con-
gress’s CM face, told NDTV:
“Akhilesh Yadav is a much
better Chief Ministerial can-
didate than me”.

In Punjab, where the Shir-
omani Akali Dal-BJP com-
bine has been in power for a
decade, the Congress hopes
to make a comeback under
its CM candidate, Capt. Am-
arinder Singh. 

The problem for the Con-
gress is the entry of a third
party, the Aam Aadmi Party,

in the fray, that has
made it into a trian-
gular contest.

The AAP, it may be
recalled, won four of
Punjab’s 13 Lok
Sabha seats in 2014. If
the AAP cuts sub-
stantially into the
Congress vote, the

party might find the going a
little hard. Five years ago, a
SAD splinter took away
enough votes from the Con-
gress to give the SAD-BJP a
second term in oice. 

In Goa, too, where the BJP
is in power, AAP’s growing
presence in the state has
thrown the Congress’s plans
awry. 

The Congress is, however,
confident of retaining Ut-
tarakhand and Manipur. In
Uttarakhand, party sources
say that Chief Minister Har-
ish Rawat — seen as a
strongman — will pull it of
despite some tension with
state Congress chief Kishore
Upadhyay. 

In Manipur, the site of a
long drawn-out economic
blockade, Chief Minister
Okram Ibobi Singh will be
completing his third term in
oice. 

Party sources said the
Congress is confident of
winning a majority of the 40
seats in the valley and the 10
in the Kuki areas; it was only
uncertain about the remain-
ing 10 seats in the Naga
areas. 

Congress expects
to make gains
in four States

SMITAGUPTA The party seems 
to be confident
of a win in 
Uttarakhand, Manipur,
Punjab and Goa

Party may contest all 403 seats in U.P.

for two-three people, is be-
hind Mr. Akhilesh. Those
few people want to destroy
the party and are BJP agents.
For this reason, they have
surrounded Netaji and have
misguided him,” Mr. Nanda
says. Barring a few senior
leaders like Narad Rai, Beni
Prasad Verma, Om Prakash
Singh and others, a handful

LUCKNOW: “We have Netaji in
our minds, he is the supreme
leader, but for the election,
Akhilesh is party president.
He is the face and we are con-
fident he will become CM
for the second time.” 

This assertion by SP vice-
president and Mulayam loy-
alist Kironmoy Nanda sum-
marises the arguments given
by the old guard after they
openly backed Ramgopal Ya-
dav in staging a coup on
Sunday, crowning the Chief
Minister the new party chief. 

To add legitimacy to the
event, which the Mulayam
camp termed “unconstitu-
tional,” theoretically signi-
ficant for the Akhilesh camp
was the presence of Mr.

Nanda, who presided over
the convention in the ab-
sence of the supremo. How-
ever, the message sent went
beyond technicalities. 

The shift of balance in the
party was evident from the
scene at the sprawling Jn-
aneshwar Mishra Park here
— if hundreds of energised
young workers raised the
pitch in Mr. Akhilesh’s name,
on stage sat ministers, legis-
lators and, significantly, old
loyalists of Mulayam with
their arms raised high in sup-
port of the CM. 

“Ninety-nine per cent of
the MLAs, 96 per cent MPs
and 90 per cent executive
members of the national
committee attended the
meeting. There is no divi-
sion. The entire party, except

of legislators and Rajya
Sabha MPs chosen by Mr.
Mulayam, and of course,
Amar Singh and Shivpal Ya-
dav, the entire camp seems to
have shifted loyalty to Mr.
Akhilesh. 

This was evident from his
supporters’ rather comfort-
able physical takeover of the
party headquarters, displa-
cing Mr. Shivpal. “Till a
couple of years ago, one
could not have imagined that
it would be possible to oust
Shivpalji from the oice
without any violence
between supporters,” admits
an SP worker. 

Even though the battle is
now in the Election Commis-
sion, party leaders, workers
and observers are unanim-
ous in stating that Mr.

Akhilesh has emerged as the
undisputed leader of the SP,
on the loyalty of not just his
coterie of youth leaders but
also gaining the open sup-
port of the old guard, which
was earlier elusive. 

“In case of a split, the Mu-
layam faction will lose Mr.
Akhilesh’s face along with
the symbol. Why would any-
one want to contest for them
then?” says an Akhilesh aide. 

But after the coup, has Mr.
Akhilesh come of more pop-
ular and assertive among the
electorate too? Observers,
The Hindu spoke to, say he
has shrugged of the shadows
of his father and uncles, but
the fight for a second term
may not be so clear-cut given
U.P.’s caste-communal
calculus.

OMAR RASHID

At SP helm, Akhilesh aims at retaining power

Akhilesh Yadav

DEHRADUN: With the Congress
and the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) in Uttarakhand
only a step away from an-
nouncing their candidates
and getting into the election
mode, it is now certain that
the electoral duel will be
primarily confined to the in-
cumbent Uttarakhand Chief
Minister Harish Rawat and
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.

In the Congress, voters
have to either choose or re-
ject Mr. Rawat, who is the
party’s unannounced chief
ministerial candidate. The
BJP, which does not have a
leader from the State to com-
bat Mr. Rawat, will thus fight
the elections under Mr.
Modi’s leadership.

That the election contest
here will be between Mr.
Rawat and Mr. Modi was ap-
parent in March 2016, when
the Centre devised a plan to
impose President’s rule in
the State with zero participa-
tion from the party’s State
BJP unit, and the political
battle that followed was
fought and won by Mr.
Rawat without much help
from the Congress leader-
ship in New Delhi.

However, after re-emer-
ging as the State’s Chief Min-
ister, Mr. Rawat faced accus-
ations of corruption. A sting
operation video, which pur-
portedly shows his involve-
ment in horse-trading of
MLAs, remains under the
Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion’s scanner. The accusa-
tions could go against Mr.
Rawat’s interests during the
polls.

Also, the Congress gov-
ernment has been blamed
for its failure to manage the
Uttarakhand flood disaster
in 2013. Vijay Bahuguna, who
was the Chief Minister back
then, is now with the BJP. 

Along with him, nine
other leaders who were Con-
gress MLAs before the Pres-
ident’s rule episode, are now
members of the BJP. With
the poll dates nearing, the in-

fighting within the BJP for
tickets is more conspicuous
than that within the Con-
gress since the BJP has 10
former Congress MLAs too
in the race for party tickets.

Significant vote bank

To woo the State’s signi-
ficant Armed Forces vote
bank, the BJP has been talk-
ing about surgical strikes
and the implementation of
the One Rank One Pension
(OROP) scheme in all its ral-
lies. 

Its recent decision to ap-
point Lt. Gen. Bipin Rawat as
the new Army chief could
also work in the BJP’s favour
since Lt. Gen. Rawat is from
the State’s Pauri district.

In its ‘Parivartan Yatra’
held in November-Decem-
ber, the BJP had ministers
from the Centre addressing
rallies across the State. Mr.
Modi too was in Ut-
tarakhand on December 27
to address a ‘Parivartan
Maha Rally’ here, which, ac-
cording to the Uttarakhand
BJP, was “a big hit.” 

In contrast, the Congress
has so far conducted only
one election rally so far. It
was held in in Almora and
was addressed by party vice-
president Rahul Gandhi.

In Uttarakhand, it is
Rawat versus Modi
KAVITAUPADHYAY

Harish Rawat

CHANDIGARH/PANAJI: Of the five
States going to the polls
starting next month, the
Aam Aadmi Party seems to
have the best prospects in
Punjab. In Goa,
where the party is
hoping to perform
well, the AAP seems
to have lost steam
after making a grand
entry.

Perhaps for the
first time in Punjab’s
electoral history, the State is
set to see a three-cornered
fight between the ruling
Shiromani Akali Dal-BJP
combine, the Congress and
the AAP.

Many view the AAP as the

main hurdle before the Con-
gress in its attempt to regain
power in the State after a
decade. The Lok Sabha elec-
tion in 2014 was a pointer to
the AAP’s rise, with the party
winning four of the 13 seats
in the State.

Political analysts
said there was a
strong possibility of
the voters “experi-
menting” with the
AAP in the elections.

Lost momentum

In Goa, the other
State where the AAP has a
presence, many feel the
party has lost momentum
after party supremo Arvind
Kejriwal’s massive public
rally in Panaji on May 22. 

Political observers feel it

can at best spoil the pro-
spects of the Congress,
which is grappling to re-
trieve its lost base among
Goa’s Catholics, comprising
26 per cent of the State’s pop-
ulation. 

“My view is that the AAP
certainly has gained much
greater visibility in Goa in
the last six months to attract
a significant floating vote.
But to how much extent it
can percolate down remains

to be seen,” said Dr. Rahul
Tripathi of the Department
of Political Science, Goa
University.

Former Goa Law Commis-
sion member Cleofate Al-
meida said that with the AAP
concentrating only on the
Catholic vote, it “will only
damage the Congress”.

Sahitya Akademi award-
winning writer Datta D. Naik
does not doubt the AAP’s
sincerity but he does not
think it will make a serious
impact on the elections.

AAP’s national general
secretary Pankaj Gupta,
however, said the party was
confident of forming the
government. “The Congress
is nowhere in contention; it
will be a contest between the
AAP and the BJP,” he said.

AAP eyes big fight in Punjab, loses steam in Goa 
VIKAS VASUDEVA

PRAKASH KAMAT

Aam Aadmi Party’s Goa chief ministerial candidate 
Elvis Gomes speaking at a rally. — FILE PHOTO

IMPHAL: There was a collective
sigh of relief here when the
Election Commission (EC)
announced the dates for the
Assembly polls, burying the
possibility of a postpone-
ment and imposition of Pres-
ident’s rule in Manipur. 

A Minister camping in
Delhi told The Hindu that
“now there is no ap-
prehension of Pres-
ident’s rule”. There
were fears of a post-
ponement after the
Home Ministry, in a
letter to the EC on
January 2, suggested
that the polls be post-
poned in view of the
ongoing economic
blockade in the State.

Meeting with President

Subsequently, Chief Min-
ister Okram Ibobi Singh and
about 40 MLAs, including
Ministers, rushed to Delhi.
They called on President
Pranab Mukherjee and Chief
Election Commissioner
Nasim Zaidi on Wednesday
afternoon. The Minister said
the meetings were sched-
uled before the announce-
ment of the elections so they
could not be cancelled.

The announcement of the

elections has disappointed
the BJP, which was hoping
for imposition of President’s
rule. “The election schedule
may have been announced
but considering the crippling
economic blockade imposed
by the United Naga Council,
President’s rule can be im-
posed as there cannot be free
and fair polling,” a senior BJP
leader said.

Reacting to this,
the Chief Minister
said: “A majority of
the people are against
the BJP because of
demonetisation and
the Centre’s failure to
end the economic
blockade.”

Manipur High
Court advocate A.
Romenkumar said

that “under the present cir-
cumstances, imposition of
President’s rule in Manipur
is very remote. After the S.R.
Bommai case, the President’s
act is subject to judicial re-
view.” Any hasty action will
go against the judgment, he
added. Political circles are of
the view that the blockade
will not impact the elections.

Many Nagas, including
church leaders, have been
calling for an end to the
blockade, terming it as an act
against the people.

Manipur relieved at
poll announcement
IBOYAIMA LAITHANGBAM

Okram Ibobi
Singh

Money power may
come under EC lens

NEW DELHI: In a bid to check
money power from influencing
elections, the Election
Commission (EC) suggests
bringing under its scanner the
sources of income of not only
candidates but also their family
members.
The EC, in an affidavit filed
before a Bench led by Justice J.
Chelameswar, said the
Representation of the People
Act should be amended so that
disqualification for entering
into government contracts
should not be limited to just
the candidates but also
companies, trusts, firms, Hindu
Undivided Family, etc.
The panel said the changes
recommended in the law were
meant as an antidote to
“maladies caused by criminal
antecedents of candidates and
misuse of money”. The affidavit
was based on a PIL filed by an
NGO called Lok Prahari. —
Legal Correspondent

Party-owned channels
under scanner

NEW DELHI: With Assembly polls
round the corner, the Election
Commission (EC) has issued
instructions to the district-level
media monitoring committees
to keep a watch on television
channels or newspapers run by
candidates or their parties to
check if they are carrying out
campaigns on their behalf. 
The poll body has directed that
if such campaign are detected,
the costs for the same as per
the standard rate-cards of the
channel or newspaper have to
be included by the candidate
concerned in his poll
expenditure statement, even if
they have not actually paid any
amount. 
The candidates are required to
furnish details within 30 
days. — Devesh K. Pandey

NEW DELHI: Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC)
Nasim Zaidi on Wednesday
rejected the charge that the
Election Commission
delayed the announcement
of the poll schedule to en-
able Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi to hold the Luc-
know rally. 

Mr. Zaidi said the Com-
mission had its own mind.
Political parties had re-
quested that the elections
be held after Christmas and
New Year Day. The poll
panel finalised the dates,
keeping in mind the situ-
ation in Manipur.

Mr. Zaidi said represent-
ations had been received
from both factions of the
Samajwadi Party. Ramgo-
pal Yadav of the Akhilesh
camp submitted docu-
ments that were being
scrutinised. The panel
would take a decision
keeping the precedents in
mind. 

Mr. Zaidi said the panel
would implement the SC’s
directive that the use of re-
ligion, caste, race, com-
munity or language would
amount to corrupt practice
under Section 123 of the
Representation of the
People Act and call for dis-
qualification of the candid-
ate. Guidelines were being
framed, he added. 

Zaidi rejects
charge of delay
in poll schedule 
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

IN BRIEF

FICCI calls for review
of electoral funding

NEW DELHI: The country’s
election funding process needs
to be reviewed and it should be
mandated that corporate
donations to political parties be
made only in non-cash modes
of payment, according to the
industry body FICCI. This
suggestion comes even as
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
is expected to convene an
all-party meeting soon on the
funding and reforms in the
election process.
In an interview to The Hindu,
FICCI president Pankaj Patel
said: “We have told the
government that the ways of
electoral funding need to be
reviewed. The objective must
also be to ensure that all
contributions by companies to
political parties are made only
in non-cash modes.”
The issue assumes importance
in the backdrop of the rising
influence of cash and black
money in politics and 
elections. — Arun S.
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WASHINGTON: Newly elected In-
dian-American members of
the U.S. Congress exhorted
the community to encourage
more people to run for oice.
With five members, the cur-
rent congressional cycle has
the largest representation of
the community in history. 

“This country belongs to
all of us. My victory has in-
spired confidence in many
young women and I hope a
whole new generation of
political people rises among
us,” Pramila Jayapal, Con-
gresswoman from Washing-
ton, said, addressing an event
to felicitate the five.

Ms. Jayapal left a finance
job for social activism and is
the first Indian-American
woman to be elected to
Congress.

With one per cent of the
U.S. population, Indian

Americans constitute one per
cent of members in the new
U.S. Congress. “With two per
cent of the country’s popula-
tion, the Jewish community
has 10 per cent of the mem-
bers of the U.S. Congress.
That is the kind of aspiration
we need to have,” said M.
Rangaswamy, a California-
based tech entrepreneur and
founder of Indiaspora, a bi-
partisan body of Indian
Americans which organised
the event. At least two dozens
members of the U.S. Con-
gress attended the event.

Influential voice 

Ami Bera and Ro Khanna
from California and Raja
Krishnamoorthi from Illinois
are members of the House of
Representatives along with
Ms. Jayapal. Kamala Harris
from California is the first In-
dian American U.S. Senator.
Mr. Bera, who has become a

trailblazer, scored his first
victory in 2012 to become the
first Indian-American Rep-
resentative after Dalip Singh
Saund, who retired in 1963.
With three victories in a row,

Mr. Bera is now an influential
voice in the U.S. lawmaking
process.

All five Indian Americans
are Democrats in a Repub-
lican majority Congress. That

makes their role even more
crucial, according to Neera
Tanden, president of the
Centre for American Pro-
gress (CAP), and a close aide
to former Democratic presid-
ential candidate Hillary Clin-
ton. 

Immigration debate 

“Personal experiences of
individual members of the
Congress matter in how de-
cisions are made about laws.
Under a Trump administra-
tion, Congress will have a
crucial role to play in ensur-
ing that future generations of
Indian Americans will have
the same opportunity that we
got in America,” she said. 

Ms. Harris, who is a mem-
ber of the Senate Committee
on Homeland Security, will
have an influential role to
play in the immigration de-
bate that the new administra-
tion will open. 

With 5 members, the current Congressional cycle has the largest representation of community 

‘Indian American members of
Congress will play a crucial role’
VARGHESE K GEORGE

SENATE ENTRY: Indian-American Senator Kamala Harris with
Vice-President Joe Biden on Capitol Hill on Tuesday. — PHOTO: NYT

A
s villains go,
WikiLeaks
founder Julian As-
sange once found

little sympathy in the Repub-
lican Party, not after he
leaked U.S. military secrets
from Iraq, published pur-
loined diplomatic cables that
could have gotten U.S.
sources killed or sought
refuge in the Ecuadorean
Embassy in London, fleeing
charges of rape.

But now, President-elect
Donald Trump appears to be
siding with Mr. Assange over
the conclusions of America’s
intelligence services.

Mr. Assange appeared on
Fox News on Tuesday night
with Sean Hannity, one of
Mr. Trump’s biggest media
boosters, to declare once
again that the Russians were
not the source of the pur-
loined emails that WikiLeaks
released from the Demo-
cratic National Committee
and the personal account of
Hillary Clinton’s campaign

chairman, John Podesta.
Mr. Trump followed that

appearance with a series of
Twitter posts on Wednesday
that appear to be preparing
his followers for battle once
more information on intelli-
gence findings is released,
likely by Thursday.

Two hackings

There were actually two
separate hackings that the
Obama administration has
said came from Russian in-
telligence — with “100 per
cent” certainty.

As he has previously, Mr.
Assange said: “Our source is
not the Russian government.
It is not state parties.” But Mr.
Assange has often said that
the organisation does not al-
ways know the identity of its
sources. It is highly unlikely
that anyone approaching

WikiLeaks with the emails
obtained by Russian govern-
ment hacking would ac-
knowledge the source, so it is
likely that Mr. Assange him-
self cannot be sure of the ori-
gin of the emails. Intelli-
gence oicials will brief
Congress on their Russia in-
quiry on Thursday, ahead of
a briefing for Mr. Trump in
New York on Friday. 

The President-elect, how-
ever, thinks the intelligence
community hasn’t quite got-
ten its story straight.

On Twitter, Mr. Trump
posted: “The ‘Intelligence’
briefing on so-called ‘Rus-
sian hacking’ was delayed
until Friday, perhaps more
time needed to build a case.
Very strange!”

The Obama administra-
tion quickly let it be known
that, in fact, intelligence
leaders always intended to
brief Mr. Trump on Friday in
New York. And intelligence
oicials were not amused.
Nor were some Republican
political consultants. The
New York Times News Ser-
vice 

Trump sides with Assange
on ‘Russia hacking’ scandal

Assange declared on
Tuesday that the
Russians were not
the source of the
WikiLeaks e-mails 

SCOTT SHANE

JULIE HIRSCHFELD DAVIS

WASHINGTON: President-elect
Donald Trump and congres-
sional Republicans have
vowed to move quickly to re-
peal President Barack Oba-
ma’s signature health care
law, but dismantling the pro-
gramme could leave tens of
millions of Americans
without healthcare.

Such an outcome could
fuel a major backlash against
Republicans, who control
both houses of the U.S. Con-
gress. The dilemma was to be
the focus of talks that Vice
President-elect Mike Pence
was to have with Republican
lawmakers on Wednesday
on Capitol Hill.

At the same time, Mr.
Obama was meeting with
Democrats at the Capitol to
figure out how to protect the
Obamacare law from Repub-
licans who want to repeal
and replace it with a more
market-oriented alternative.

Democratic leaders,
Chuck Schumer of the Sen-
ate and Nancy Pelosi of the
House of Representatives,
were to hold a news confer-
ence after the session. “The
President’s priority and the
President’s motivation is
rooted in looking out for the
interest of the 22 million
Americans whose health-
care would be taken away if
Republicans repeal the Af-
fordable Care Act,” White
House spokesman Josh Earn-
est told reporters. — Reuters

Fierce debate
over future of
Obamacare

BEIJING: Anticipating India’s
rise as the next workshop-
of-the world, a Chinese daily
ailiated with the Commun-
ist Party of China (CPC) is
strongly advocating that
Beijing should rapidly shift
to high-end manufacturing,
and take advantage of the
low labour costs that are still
available in its less de-
veloped zones.

An op-ed in the Global
Times on Wednesday high-
lighted the likelihood of
Apple shifting manufactur-
ing to India—as well as its
larger implications for
China.

“If Apple expands in In-
dia, more global tech giants
may follow suit and China is
likely to see a further trans-
fer of the supply chain given
India’s abundant supply of
working-age labour and low
labour costs.”

It added: “China cannot
aford to lose manufacturing
jobs while it has not made a
major breakthrough in up-
grading its industry and
while (U.S. President-elect
Donald) Trump plans to
draw manufacturing jobs
back home.”

The daily points out that
India’s low-cost labour give
it an unrivalled edge for in-
tegrating with the global
supply chain. “Industrial

competition between China
and India comes down to
the labour force, where
costs and the level of skills
are two major factors that
influence business de-
cisions. 

“Although China has an
edge having nurtured
skilled workers over past
decades, a majority of In-
dian states have an absolute
labour cost advantage over
China. Today, labour cost is
still a significant part of the
complicated equation for
business success.”

Preferential policies 

In order to “plug in the
hole if manufacturers con-
tinue to move elsewhere”,
the op-ed advocated that
China should take advant-

age of the low labour costs in
its central and western re-
gions. “Certainly China has
options. The country’s cent-
ral and western regions,
with cheaper labour, could
become an investment
haven for manufacturers as
these regions need capital to
boost the local economy and
are certainly ready to ofer
preferential policies to at-
tract investment. It will be
easier for these areas to rep-
licate the success of the
country's eastern coastal re-
gion as a manufacturing
hub.”

The article also proposed
accelerating the “manufac-
turing upgrade” through re-
structuring and reorganisa-
tion of technologies, talents,
capital and other resources. 

State media cautions China
over India’s labour cost edge
ATUL ANEJA

MANUFACTURING HUB: Women working in a shirt factory in
Nantong, Jiangsu Province, China. — FILE PHOTO: AFP

TEL AVIV: An Israeli soldier
who shot dead a wounded
Palestinian assailant as he lay
on the ground posing no ap-
parent threat was convicted
of manslaughter on Wednes-
day after a trial that deeply
divided the country.

The soldier, Elor Azaria,
had been on trial in a military
court since May, with Right-
wing politicians defending
him despite top Army brass
harshly condemning his
actions.

Faces 20 years

Sentencing is expected at a
later date. He faces up to 20
years in prison. 

Judge Colonel Maya
Heller spent more than two
and a half hours reading out

the decision, sharply criti-
cising the arguments of Az-
aria’s lawyers. On behalf of
the three-judge panel, Ms.
Heller said there was no
reason for Azaria to open fire
since the Palestinian was

posing no threat. She called
Azaria’s testimony “evolving
and evasive”.

Dressed in a green Army
uniform, Azaria had entered
the courtroom smiling, with
family members and sup-
porters applauding him. But
he and his family later looked
shaken as the judge spoke,
with his mother and father
huddling together.

Fierce protests

Azaria was 19 at the time of
the killing in March 2016 in
the city of Hebron in the oc-
cupied West Bank.

In a sign of the tensions
surrounding the case, dozens
of protesters sculed with
police on Wednesday as they
gathered outside Israel’s mil-

itary headquarters in Tel
Aviv, where the verdict was
announced.

The shooting set of in-
tense political debate, with
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu having earlier
called Azaria’s father to ex-
press his sympathy.

Before he became Israeli
Defence Minister in May,
Avigdor Lieberman was
among those showing strong
support for Azaria, including
attending one of his court ap-
pearances. 

Mr. Lieberman has since
backed away from his earlier
stance and, immediately
after Wednesday's verdict,
said he disagreed with the
decision but that it must be
respected. — AFP

Elor Azaria, who was
charged with manslaughter
on Wednesday. — PHOTO: REUTERS

Israeli soldier held guilty of manslaughter

COLOMBO: A civil society panel
appointed by Sri Lankan
Prime Minister Ranil Wick-
remesinghe has endorsed
the UNHRC call for includ-
ing international judges to
probe war crimes allega-
tions. In sharp variance with
the government’s stand, the
task force report recom-
mends the setting up of a
special court and oice of
special counsel; the court
shall ensure that there will be
a majority of national judges
and at least one international
judge on every bench. — PTI

Sri Lanka panel
calls for inclusion
of foreign judges

ISTANBUL: Turkey has estab-
lished the identity of the gun-
man who killed 39 people in
an Istanbul nightclub on New
Year’s Day, its Foreign Minis-
ter said on Wednesday, as po-
lice rounded up more sus-
pected accomplices.

In an interview with the
state-run Anadolu news
agency, Mevlut Cavusoglu
gave no further details about
the gunman, whom Turkish
oicials have not named.

The attacker shot his way
into the exclusive Reina

nightclub on Sunday then
opened fire with an auto-
matic rifle, reloading his
weapon half a dozen times
and shooting the wounded as
they lay on the ground. Turks
as well as visitors from sev-
eral Arab nations, India and
Canada were among the
dead. Islamic State (IS) has
claimed responsibility for
the attack, saying it was re-
venge for Turkish military in-
volvement in Syria.

Turkish media reports
have said the attacker is be-

lieved to be an ethnic Uighur,
possibly from Kyrgyzstan.

‘Attack won’t divide us’

President Tayyip Erdogan
said the attack, which tar-
geted a club popular with
local celebrities and
moneyed foreigners, was be-
ing exploited to try to divide
the largely Sunni Muslim na-
tion and that the state never
meddled in how people lived.

“There is no point trying to
blame the Ortakoy attack on
diferences in lifestyles,” he

said in a speech to local ad-
ministrators at the presiden-
tial palace in Ankara.

“Nobody’s lifestyle is un-
der systematic threat in Tur-
key. We will never allow this,”
he said in comments broad-
cast live. It was his first pub-
lic speech since the shooting.

The attacker appeared to
have been well versed in
guerilla warfare and may
have trained in Syria, a secur-
ity source and a newspaper
report had said on Tuesday.
— Reuters

Istanbul attacker’s identity established: Turkey

BERLIN: An alleged Islamic
State (IS) jihadist accused of
scoping out potential targets
for an attack in Berlin, in-
cluding the Brandenburg
Gate and Reichstag building,
went on trial in Germany on
Wednesday.

It was the country’s first
trial of a suspected IS milit-
ant deployed to Germany
from Syria during the
chaotic 2015 refugee influx
— in contrast to “lone wolf”
attacks or plots by extrem-
ists who were radicalised
elsewhere.

Refugee in Germany

The defendant, 20-year-
old Syrian national Shaas al-

Mohammad, allegedly
fought with the Islamist mi-
litia in his war-torn home-
land for two years before ar-
riving in Germany as a
refugee in August 2015.

Dressed in a blue pullover
and a black cap, Mohammad
kept his eyes on his inter-
preter and remained silent
as his lawyers tried in vain to
convince the judge to hold
the hearings behind closed
doors due to his young age.

Two police trucks were
parked outside the entrance,
with oicers armed with ma-
chine guns guarding the
proceedings.

Mohammad was standing
trial at a special state secur-

ity court in Berlin on charges
of membership of a foreign
terrorist organisation, which
carries up to 10 years in jail,
and military weapons law
violations.

The trial comes just over
two weeks after an IS ex-
tremist from Tunisia al-
legedly ploughed a truck
through a Berlin Christmas
market in an attack that
killed 12 people.

Prosecutors in Germany
claim that the defendant
joined the jihadist group as a
teenager in mid-2013, taking
part in combat operations,
handling an AK-47 assault
rifle and supplying food to
fighters. — AFP

‘Jihadist’ who scouted for recruits on trial
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MUMBAI: With almost 95 per
cent of the scrapped notes
finding their way to banks, the
government may at best gain
around ₨50,000 crore only by
way of additional surplus
transfer from the Reserve Bank,
which is far less than what was
estimated earlier, says a
brokerage report. “How much
can budget 2017 raise from the
demonetisation drive? ₨1,500
billion, we estimate, down from
₨2,000 billion earlier,” Bank of
America-Merrill Lynch said on
Wednesday. It also nearly halved
its estimate of RBI dividend from
black cash money not returned
to banks to ₨500 billion from
₨950 billion. The RBI’s “special
dividend” may be used for social
sector schemes, it said. — PTI

‘At best, ₨50,000 cr. 
gain for Govt. from RBI’

NEW DELHI: IndiGo and SpiceJet
have raised “security” concerns
over the government’s decision
to allow 100 per cent foreign
ownership by non-airline players
in the Indian carriers. Spicejet
CMD Ajay Singh and IndiGo
President Aditya Ghosh recently
raised this issue during their
meeting with Commerce and
Industry Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman. At the meeting, the
two airlines said aviation is a
“sensitive sector” and the policy
relaxation would have “security
implications”. The Govt. is
mulling removal of restriction of
FDI in civil aviation.
Spokespersons of IndiGo and
SpiceJet could not be
immediately reached for
comments. — PTI

IndiGo, SpiceJet raise
red flag over FDI norms 

MUMBAI: HDFC Bank, the second
largest private sector lender of
the country, has decided to
reduce its marginal cost of
funds-based lending rate (MCLR)
by 75 to 90 bps across various
loan tenures. Accordingly, its
one-year MCLR rate will be 8.15
per cent as compared with 8.9
per cent while its six-month
MCLR will be 8 per cent as
against 8.85 per cent earlier. The
new rates come into effect from
January 7. Public sector lender
Canara Bank has also reduced
its MCLR by about 70 basis
points and its one-year MCLR
stands at 8.45 per cent. 
— Special Correspondent

HDFC Bank, Canara 
cut key lending rates

NEW DELHI: Patent filings by
Indians have risen by about 2
per cent to 8,273 during April-
November this fiscal from 8,130
in the same period in the last
financial year, according to data
from the Department of
Industrial Policy and Promotion
(DIPP). Patent applications by
foreigners fell to 21,142 during
April-November FY17 from
23,105 in the same period in the
previous year. The number of
trademark applications rose to
2,09,563 in April-December from
2,07,923 in the same period of
previous year.
— Special Correspondent 

Indians’ patent filings 
rise 2% in April-Nov.

SENSEX

04-01-2017 26,633

03-01-2017 26,643
10
points

GOLD

04-01-2017 28,550

03-01-2017 28,350
200
₨/10gms

RUPEE

04-01-2017 68.05

03-01-2017 68.33
0.28
₨/$

BRENT OIL

04-01-2017 55.52

03-01-2017 58.03
2.51
$/bbl

The time has come for some reward schemes. States,
discoms which have done well should be rewarded 

Piyush Goyal, Power Minister

Exchange Rates
Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit

except yen at 4 p.m on January 04

TT TT

Currencies Buying Selling

U.S. Dollar 67.85 68.17

Euro 70.79 71.13

Pound Sterling 83.17 83.58

Jap Yen (100 Units) 57.71 58.01

Chinese Yuan 9.78 9.83

Swiss Franc 66.10 66.42

Singapore Dollar 47.02 47.25

Australian Dollar 49.27 49.51

Canadian Dollar 50.79 51.03

Swedish Kroner 7.43 7.47

Danish Kroner 9.52 9.57

New Zealand Dollar 47.11 47.34

Hongkong Dollar 8.75 8.79

Malaysian Ringgit 15.08 15.18

Kuwaiti Dinar 220.35 222.83

UAE Dirham 18.47 18.56

Bahraini Dinar 179.86 180.81

Qatari Riyal 18.69 18.70

Saudi Riyal 18.14 18.15

Omani Riyal 176.18 177.10

Source:Indian Bank

Bullion Rates
January 04 rates in rupees with 

previous rates in brackets

Chennai

Bar Silver (1 kg) 40,340 (39,355)

Retail (1 g) 43.20 (42.10)

24 ct gold (10 g) 28,570 (28,280)

22 ct gold (1 g) 2,731 (2,704)

Delhi

Silver 40,250 (39,600)

Standard Gold 28,550 (28,350)

Sovereign 24,000 (24,000)

NEW DELHI: The Union civil avi-
ation ministry has proposed
the lowering of customs duty
for aircraft imported by leas-
ing companies set up in
India.

The ministry has asked the
finance ministry to consider
reducing customs duty for
lessors from 21 per cent to
the prevalent rates of zero
per cent for scheduled and
2.5 per cent for non-sched-
uled operations.

Aircraft imported by non-
scheduled operators, such as
Alchemist Airways and Air
Odisha, face a 2.5 per cent
import duty whereas planes
imported by scheduled oper-
ators, such as IndiGo and
SpiceJet, are exempt from tax
at present. Aircraft imported
for any other purposes, in-
cluding private use, attract 21
per cent customs duty.

‘Fillip to leasing’

“Leasing companies fall
under the third category. We
have made a proposal to the
finance ministry to reduce
the customs duty on import
of aircraft by lessors to give a
fillip to the leasing business
in India,” civil aviation sec-
retary R.N. Choubey told
The Hindu.

According to the proposal,
aircraft meant to be leased
for scheduled operations
and non-scheduled opera-
tions should attract the cus-
toms duty rate prevalent for
such operations at present,
Mr. Choubey said. So, if a
leasing company imports
planes for leasing it to non-
scheduled operators, import
duty of 2.5 per cent may be
levied instead of 21 per cent.
“In such cases, the leasing

company will have to pro-
duce proper legal leasing
document to the authorit-
ies,” the secretary said.

“We want to remove the
obstacles for leasing com-
panies. Reducing custom du-
ties for importing planes
would attract lessors to-
wards setting up business in
India,” he said.

Tax avoidance treaty

However, some aviation
consultants were unim-
pressed by the proposal. “In-
dia needs to set up special

purpose vehicles (SPVs) in
order to give a boost to the
leasing business. 

“Further, double taxation
avoidance treaty should be in
place to allow leasing firms
to set up their base in India as
present tax rates are very
high,” Mark D. Martin,
Founder and CEO of Martin
Consulting said. “There
should be complete exemp-
tion on tax on leased assets
for SPVs.”

Mr. Martin further criti-
cised the diferent rates of
import duties on scheduled,
non-scheduled and private
aircraft operations. “First of
all, there should be no im-
port duty for leased assets as
aircraft is still owned by a
foreign player. 

“Even if there is an import
surcharge, there should be
no discrimination between
scheduled and non-sched-
uled operations,” Mr. Martin
added.

Move intended to attract leasing companies to India

Ministry seeks duty
cut for leased planes
SOMESH JHA

MORE DEMANDS: Industry has sought complete tax exemption
on leased assets for Special Purpose Vehicles. — FILE PHOTO:AP

Reducing customs
duties for import of
planes would attract
lessors to India
R.N. Choubey
Secretary, Civil Aviation

NEW DELHI: The Telecom Regu-
latory Authority of India on
Wednesday issued a con-
sultation paper on the issue
of net-neutrality as it looked
to formulate “final views on
policy or regulatory inter-
ventions” on the subject.

The regulator, given the
complexity of the subject,
had decided to undertake a
two-stage consultation pro-
cess. The earlier issued pre-
consultation, released in
May 2016, was an attempt to
identify the relevant issues
in all the areas on which the
Department of Telecom had
sought TRAI’s
recommendations.

“In this next stage, the Au-
thority has considered all the
relevant issues identified
during the pre-consultation
process and the preliminary
inputs gathered from stake-
holders on those issues. The
purpose of this second stage
of consultation is to proceed
towards the formulation of
final views on policy or regu-
latory interventions, where
required, on the subject of
net neutrality,” the regulator
said.

The last date for public
comments on the paper is
February 15 and for counter
comments is February 28.

TRAI has sought com-
ments on what the principles
for ensuring non-discrimin-
atory access to content on
the Internet could be in the
Indian context and as to how
Internet traic and providers
of Internet services should
be understood in the context
of net neutrality.

It has also raised the issue
of traic management prac-
tices, seeking comments on
approaches that would be
preferable, defining what
constitutes reasonable traic
management practices or
identifying a negative list of
non-reasonable practices.

TRAI issues
paper on 
net-neutrality
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

MUMBAI: Ratan Tata, the
former and current interim
chairman of Tata Sons,
pushed the Tata Group into
businesses in which he had
personal investments, Cyrus
Mistry alleged in an aidavit
filed with the National Com-
pany Law Tribunal (NCLT),
a copy of which has been
seen by The Hindu.

For instance, Mr. Tata had
pushed Tata Motors to pur-
sue orders for taxi ventures
with ride-hailing service Ola
— a company in which he
had made an investment in
his personal capacity — in-
stead of Ola’s competitor
Uber, Mr. Mistry said in the
aidavit filed in response to
the NCLT’s seeking proof of
charges against Mr. Tata and
Tata Sons.

Nano gliders

The aidavit also said that
Mr. Tata had invested in
Coimbatore-based Jayem
Automotive Limited, even as
Tata Motors was in the pro-
cess of placing an order for
Nano gliders (the body of a
car without its engine) with
Jayem.

Mr. Mistry’s family-owned
investment firms have
moved the NCLT, seeking to
have the Tata Sons board
dissolved.

Mr. Tata “was well aware
that the more Nano cars that
the company would produce,
the higher the loss it would
inflict on the company. Yet
Respondent No. 2 (Mr. Tata)
pushed for increasing pro-
duction of Nano cars by con-
tinually pestering for a
higher market share and also
suggesting that the company
must chase large orders for
taxi ventures with Ola in-
stead of Uber (with whom
Tata Group was pursuing an
engagement),” Mr. Mistry
said in the aidavit.

The ousted chairman of

Tata Sons, who is engaged in
a bitter internecine feud with
his predecessor since his Oc-
tober ouster, accused Mr.
Tata of having been privy to
sensitive data pertaining to
the dealings Tata Sons and
Tata Motors had with Jayem
Auto before making a per-
sonal investment in the
Coimbatore firm.

‘Conflict of interest’

“Respondent No. 2 vide
letter dated February 2, 2016
informed me, in my capacity
as the chairman of Respond-
ent No. 1 (Tata Sons) that he
had in his personal capacity
made an investment in Jayem
and passed judgement in his
own cause by coming into
conclusion that there was no
conflict of interest in him
making such an investment,
despite being aware that Tata
Motors” was about to enter
into a potential supply agree-
ment with Jayem, Mr. Mistry
said.

“It is evident from the cor-
respondence on Jayem that
Respondent No 2. wanted
Jayem to work on diferent

variants of Nano, both petrol
and electric versions, to
somehow keep it alive,” Mr.
Mistry said.

‘Allegations are baseless’

“All these allegations are
baseless,” a Tata Sons
spokesperson said, when
asked to comment on Mr.
Mistry’s aidavit.

“I challenge Mr. Mistry to
show any evidence that Mr.
Tata made any such sugges-
tion to favour Ola over Uber.
As far as the Jayem deal is
concerned, Jayem does not
produce electric cars as of
now. Even if it starts produ-
cing, it can’t make more then
200-300 gliders and that’s a
day job for Tata Motors.”

The Tata Sons spokesper-
son also confirmed that the
company had received a re-
quisition from one of the
shareholders seeking re-
moval of Mr. Mistry as dir-
ector from Tata Sons.

“Steps are being taken as
the Tata Sons board needs to
take a call and an EGM has to
be called,” said the
spokesperson.

‘Tata pushed group towards
businesses he had invested in’
PIYUSH PANDEY

BAD INVESTMENT?: Mr. Mistry claimed Mr. Tata was well aware
that more Nano cars would mean higher loss. — FILE PHOTO: REUTERS

LAS VEGAS: Electric vehicle
start-up Faraday Future
showed of in Las Vegas on
Tuesday a prototype of a
vehicle set for production
next year as the China-
backed company strives to
win credibility in the
crowded sector and weather
its funding challenges.

The “FF 91", described by
its designer Richard Kim as
‘weird-pretty’, is a luxury
electric SUV Faraday exec-
utives say will be the most
technologically advanced on
the market when it goes into
production in early 2018. Ad-
vance reservations for the
car - which insiders say will
retail for about $180,000 - are
being taken for $5,000.

“You're about to witness
day one of a new era of mo-
bility,” said Nick Sampson,
senior vice president of en-
gineering and research and
development. “We’re going

to show the first of a new
species.”

But cash shortages and a
recent spate of executive de-
partures have raised ques-
tions about the company’s
prospects.

Faraday is funded and con-
trolled by Chinese billion-
aire Jia Yueting, the chief ex-
ecutive oicer of China’s
Leshi Holdings Co Ltd, also
known as LeEco, which is
showing its own prototype

electric car, the LeSee Pro, at
CES. He is also an investor in
California-based Lucid Mo-
tors, a competing electric
vehicle startup attending
CES this year.

Faraday debuted at CES
last year with a concept car
not intended to be produced,
raising eyebrows over the
company’s legitimacy and
Jia’s overall strategy. 

A cash crunch at LeEco
and Faraday’s missed pay-
ments to a contractor work-
ing on its $1 billion Nevada
factory have spurred more
questions in recent months
over Faraday's financial
situation.

In late December, LeEco
said it was in talks to secure
10 billion yuan ($1.4 billion)
from an unidentified stra-
tegic investor.

Faraday executives would
not comment on the com-
pany’s financials. — Reuters

Faraday unveils electric car
amid concerns over funding 

The FF 91 electric car. 

MUMBAI: Listed private sector
non-financial entities have
reported a growth of 1.9 per
cent in sales in the July-
September quarter, the Re-
serve Bank of India said on
Wednesday. This follows
near-stagnation seen in the
first quarter of the current
financial year.

At the aggregate level,
these companies have repor-
ted a higher net profit as in-
terest rates remained
unchanged.

Net profit at the aggregate
level recorded a growth of 16
per cent compared with 11.2
per cent in the previous
quarter. 

Among the sectors, manu-
facturing continued to re-
cord high net profit growth,
whereas services (Non-IT)
sector continued to witness
contraction in net profits but
at a much lower rate.

However, operating
profits decelerated on the
back of increase in raw ma-
terial prices as there was a

pause in the trend of falling
commodity prices, RBI said.
Operating profit decelerated
to 5.5 per cent in Q2 from 9.6
per cent in the previous
quarter.

“Sales growth (year-on-
year) improved significantly
(3.7 per cent) for the manu-
facturing sector after con-
traction in sales in the previ-
ous quarter. However, sales
of the services (Non-IT) sec-
tor continued to contract
and IT sector witnessed de-
celeration of sales growth,”
the central bank said.

RBI has said the sales
growth for companies in the
iron & steel sector improved
in Q2 after contraction in the
previous six quarters while
that of petroleum product
companies continued to con-
tract but at a lower rate. 

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT RBI data shows that
the growth follows
near-stagnation seen
in the first quarter of
the current fiscal

Private firms record
1.9% sales growth in Q2

NEW DELHI: Reeling under the
cash crunch, the services
sector contracted for the
second consecutive month
in December as the demon-
etisation move took a heavy
toll on business activities
and led to the sharpest fall in
more than three years in new
orders, a monthly survey
showed on Wednesday. 

The Purchasing Man-
agers’ Index (PMI) survey
further showed that the busi-
ness confidence slumped to
the third-lowest level in its
11-year history, while sug-
gesting that any imminent
recovery was unlikely from
the demonetisation-
triggered downturn.

The Nikkei India Services
PMI, which tracks the ser-
vices sector companies on a
monthly basis, stood at 46.8
in December, largely un-
changed from November’s
46.7 reading. A reading be-
low 50 denotes contraction.
The index had slipped into
the contraction territory in
November. — PTI

Services sector
shrinks a second
straight month
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NEW DELHI: Mahindra & Mahindra (M&M) on Wednesday said it has

appointed JP Morgan Chase Bank for managing the global depository

receipt (GDR) programme of the company. The company has appointed

JP Morgan Chase Bank N A as its overseas depository for managing its

global depository receipt (GDR) programme with effect from January 3

in place of the Bank of New York, Mellon, M&M said in a regulatory filing.

The GDRs of the company are listed on the Luxembourg Stock Exchange

and are also admitted for trading on International Order Book (IOB) of

the London Stock Exchange, it added. Each GDR represents one ordinary

share of the company, it said. — PTI

JP Morgan Chase Bank to manage GDRs of M&M

NEW DELHI: Sterlite Power Transmission on Wednesday said that it has

tied up with Yes Bank to fund a transmission project that will increase

electricity supply in Haryana. “The transmission project will increase

power supply by 2,000–3,000 MW to the energy starved region and

strengthen the transmission network,” the company said in a statement.

The financial closure was achieved by Yes Bank by underwriting Project

Finance Facility of ₨800 crore for a period of 15 years for the project.

“We are confident of commissioning the project ahead of schedule. It

will ensure quality power for ever expanding areas of Haryana,” Sterlite

Power Chairman Pravin Agarwal said in the statement. — PTI

Sterlite, Yes Bank tie up for transmission project 

CHENNAI: Zibonga Joys Pvt. Ltd., an online gift registry, has initiated talks

with private equity funds to raise ₨20 crore to meet its expansion plans.

Zibonga was created with the aim of eliminating all unwanted, duplicate

and re-cycled gifts received during special events such as weddings,

birthdays, anniversaries, house warming ceremony or baby shower.

Anyone can open a gift registry to customise the wish list. By throwing

open the gift registry, the host will receive only the gifts that they want

or even cash, said Sajan Abraham, Founder Director, Zibonga Joy.

According to Mr. Abraham, the Indian wedding market size is estimated

to be about ₨2.6 lakh crore. — N. Anand

Zibonga in talks to raise ₨20 crore for expansion

NEW DELHI: The US Food and Drug Administration (USFDA) has issued a

warning letter to Wockhardt for violating current good manufacturing

practice norms, including its failure to ensure proper clothing for

workers at its Ankleshwar plant in Gujarat. In the letter to Wockhardt

Chairman and Group CEO Habil Khorakiwala, the USFDA said inspectors

during inspection from December 7 to 15, 2015, found “significant

violations” of current good manufacturing practice (CGMP) regulations

for finished pharmaceuticals as well as for active pharmaceutical

ingredients (API). USFDA has already banned import of products from

the facility into the U.S. market since August 5, 2016.— PTI

USFDA issues warning to Wockhardt’s plant 

NEW DELHI: Technology giant IBM on Wednesday said it has appointed

Karan Bajwa as Managing Director of its India operations. He succeeds

Vanitha Narayana, who has been elevated as Chairman of IBM India.

Bajwa joined IBM last year as Executive for Strategy and Transformation

in the Asia-Pacific region. Previously, he was Microsoft India’s managing

director. He was associated with IBM’s networking business and was

based in Singapore in 2001-05. “I see great opportunity ahead for IBM in

this market. By constantly reinventing itself and investing in innovation,

IBM today is in a sweet spot to help businesses and governments with

their digital transformation journey,” Bajwa said. — PTI 

IBM names Karan Bajwa as MD, India Operations

HYDERABAD: Bullish about the
Indian market as well as pro-
spects of making the country
an export hub, Japanese air
conditioning major Daikin is
mulling a third plant even as
its second facility in Ra-
jasthan is taking shape to be
ready by September, a top
company oicial said. 

The company, however,
expects the capacity of room
air conditioners, which will
more than double to 1.2 mil-
lion units from the existing
500,000 units once the
second unit starts, to prove
insuicient by 2019, said
Kanwal Jeet Jawa, managing
director, Daikin Aircond-
itoning India Pvt. Ltd. 

The second plant on 40
acres, with an investment of
₨600 crore, will enhance the
capacity for Variable Refri-
gerant Volume units and
chillers too. 

The existing plant in
Neemrana, which was set up
with an investment of ₨1,100

crore, is operating at a capa-
city of 95 per cent. The capa-
city of the third plant would
depend on market growth. If
the pace of growth is more
than 15-18 per cent, Daikin
would opt to add a plant with
one million units capacity,
Mr. Jawa said. 

Noting that Daikin’s pro-

ject team is likely to a de-
cision after March 2018, Mr.
Jawa, who heads the wholly
owned subsidiary, said Ma-
harashtra, Andhra Pradesh
and Telangana were being
considered for the facility.
While preference would be
for a location near the coast
so as to facilitate exports, the

company would examine
other options, including tak-
ing over sick units, with land
parcels, in and around Hy-
derabad. 

Key drivers

One of the key drivers
would be the focus on ex-
ports. “We have already gone
to Sri Lanka and made in-
roads in Bangladesh and
Nepal,” Mr. Jawa said. Apart
from increasing exports to
neighbouring countries, the
second plant would help
cater to the Middle East mar-
ket. The idea was that, over
time, India instead of Europe
should cater to the Middle
East, he added. 

Stating that Chief Minis-
ters of four States had
already been to Japan to woo
Daikin, he said availability of
skilled manpower, power,
water and infrastructure be-
sides a conducive industrial
environment would influ-
ence the decision on the loc-
ation of the third plant. 

Mr. Jawa, who was in Hy-

derabad to open the first
Daikin Smart Studio in South
India, said the Indian arm
had posted a turnover of
₨2,750 crore in last fiscal. Go-
ing by the robust perform-
ance in the first nine months
of the current fiscal, it was
expected to go past the tar-
geted ₨3,500 crore turnover
by March. By 2020, the subsi-
diary aims to clock a
turnover of $1 billion (₨6,500
crore). Daikin’s decision to
tweak its strategy from being
a niche market player to one
with a range of products for
the masses too has paid the
company rich dividends in
India.

“We have products for all
categories, at diferent price
points,” Mr. Jawa said. Daikin
has a 15 per cent market share
in room ACs, 60 per cent in
VRVs and more than 15 per
cent in chillers. This would
increase on the back of lower
air conditioner prices, better
technology and GST encour-
aging the use of energy ei-
cient products, he said.

Second plant in Rajasthan to be ready by Sept., will help more than double capacity of room ACs

Daikin mulls third AC plant in India
N. RAVI KUMAR

COOL CLIP: The Neemrana plant set up at an investment of
₨1,100 crore, is operating at 95% capacity. — FILE PHOTO: REUTERS

MUMBAI: Real estate developer
Lodha Group has set up an
investment fund for startups
focused on smart city solu-
tions and the real estate sec-
tor. With an initial invest-
ment corpus of ₨50 crore, the
company said it would
provide angel funding and
venture capital as well as
business opportunities and
mentoring for these young
ventures.

“The fund will invest in
startups at all stages of the
development cycle (and)
which are focused on creat-
ing value in the real estate
and smart city space in In-
dia,” a statement said. The
fund will look at areas across
digital marketing, analytics
and smart city services.

Abhishek Lodha, MD,
Lodha Group said, “Our
fund’s philosophy is in line
with PM Modi’s three core
campaigns - Startup India,
Housing for All and
Demonetisation.”

Lodha Group

starts ₨50 crore

fund for startups

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

BENGALURU: Projects that seek
to study photosynthesis on
the moon, explore water re-
cycling in space and brew
beer to examine yeast forma-
tion are some of the 25 exper-
iments vying to fly to the
moon aboard the Team In-
dus spacecraft. One of the ex-
periments would also try to
find out if cosmic radiation
on the lunar surface can be
used to generate electricity.

The space vehicle is
scheduled for launch this
year as part of Team Indus’
Lab2Moon competition. It is
a global challenge for stu-

dents under 25 to imagine,
design and build a project
that will accelerate human
evolution into a sustainable
multi-planetary species.
Team Indus, run by
Bengaluru-based aerospace
start-up Axiom Research
Labs, said that as many as
3000 teams from around the
world participated in this
competition.

“We are absolutely
thrilled. There are so many
great ideas; that we will have
to send multiple experi-
ments to the moon!” said
Rahul Narayan, Team Indus
Fleet Commander, in a state-
ment. 

Team Indus may help
brew beer on the moon
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT NEW DELHI: Calling Google “as

much an Indian company as
it is American”, Electronics
and IT Minister Ravi
Shankar Prasad on Wednes-
day said the tech giant
needed to bring out more
products tailored specific-
ally for “India's psyche, local
languages and local aspira-
tions”, while working to en-
hance cybersecurity.

SME focus

Mr. Prasad was speaking at
a Google event in the na-
tional capital, where Sundar
Pichai, CEO of the global ma-
jor, announced a slew of ini-
tiatives targeted at small and

medium businesses in the
country. Mr. Pichai said the
company was working on
products for India that could
be taken to global markets.

The Minister appealed to
the U.S.-headquartered firm
to work more towards ensur-
ing digital security, particu-
larly in the backdrop of the

push towards digitisation
post-demonetisation.
“There has to be greater
technological strengthening
of the IT walls,” he added.

IT Secretary Aruna
Sundararajan, also present at
the event said, the Bharat In-
terface for Money (BHIM)
app launched last week had
seen 5 million downloads
and about a million
transactions.

A joint study by Google-
KPMG said that rising Inter-
net penetration and greater
uptake for digital by SMBs
could help increase their
contribution to India’s GDP
by 10 percentage points, tak-
ing it up to 46-48 per cent by
2020.

Prasad urges Google to make for India
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

PICHAI-SPEAK: “When we solve for India, we solve for everyone
around the world.” — PHOTO: SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR
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Telecast schedule
Ranji Trophy: semifinals: Tamil Nadu vs Mumbai: STAR Sports 4 &
HD 4, 9.30 a.m.; South Africa vs Sri Lanka: 2nd Test, TEN 3 & TEN 1
HD, 2 p.m.; Chennai Open: Sony Six & Sony Six HD, 5 p.m.; PBL:
STAR Sports 1, 3 & HD 1, 3, 7 p.m.; PWL: Sony ESPN, 7 p.m.; Australia
vs Pakistan: 3rd Test, STAR Sports 2 & HD 2, 5 a.m. (Friday)

Mahendra Singh Dhoni has
paved the way for Virat

Kohli’s selection as captain of
the Indian team across all
formats. 

Eleven days before the first
ODI against England, to be
played at Pune, Dhoni in-
formed the BCCI that he has
stepped down as India captain
from both the 50-over and 20-
over formats. 

A press release from BCCI
CEO Rahul Johri said: “Ma-
hendra Singh Dhoni has in-
formed the BCCI that he
wishes to step down as the
captain of the Indian cricket
team for One-Day Interna-
tional and T20 International
formats of the game. 

‘Available for selection’

“He will be available for se-
lection as player for the ODI
and T20 series against Eng-
land and the same has been
conveyed to the Senior Selec-
tion Committee.”

Dhoni, who led India in a re-
cord 199 ODIs, won 110 and
lost 74 matches. 

He led India in an ODI for
the first time against Australia
at Bengaluru on September 29,
2007, and his last one-dayer as
captain was against New Zeal-
and at Visakhapatnam on Oc-
tober 29, 2016. 

He skippered India in 17
World Cup matches across the
2011 and 2015 editions.

Dhoni, who played in 73
Twenty20Is, led the country
in 72 of them, winning 42 and
losing 28. 

The dashing wicketkeeper-
batsman led India to a memor-
able triumph at the inaugural
ICC World Twenty20 in South
Africa in 2007 and thereafter
at the ICC Cricket World Cup
in India in 2011.

On Wednesday morning at
Nagpur, he had a long chat
with the chairman of the
senior national selection com-
mittee, M.S.K. Prasad.

Dhoni steps down as skipper
Move clears the way for Kohli’s selection as captain across all three formats

CUPS THAT CHEER: Mahendra Singh Dhoni helmed India to victory in the inaugural ICC World Twenty20 in 2007 and then steered
the team to ICC World Cup glory at home in 2011. — FILE PHOTOS

G. VISWANATH

The oice-bearers, who have been
unseated by the Lodha recommendations

and the subsequent Supreme Court order of
July 18 (2016), will meet in Bengaluru on
Saturday to take stock of the situation. 

The representatives of one or two full-
members, who would soon become associate
members, have also been invited by a full-
member from South Zone which has taken the
leadership role and convened the meeting. “I
got a call requesting me to be present in
Bengaluru on Saturday. But I don’t know for
what purpose this meeting has been called,”
said an oicial of an institution which is a
full-member.

Two more senior members of the BCCI — a
former functionary and a current oice-bearer
— confirmed that they will attend the
meeting, but did not know why it had been
convened. 

“This is not an oicial meeting. The ODI
and T20 series are approaching and a lot of
things need to be discussed. Two warm-up
matches will be played at the Cricket Club of
India (CCI) on January 8 and 10, and the first
ODI in Pune on January 15. 

“The CCI is soon to be relegated as
associate member and there is an issue about
the representative from Maharashtra. What if

the CCI refuses to host matches in the future?
What if some of the States refuse to give their
venues for international matches? The
meeting could be to plan a strategy,” said a
very senior functionary who, too, has faced
the axe in his State.

It is understood that the initiative was taken
in order to find out whether suicient
numbers can be mustered to ofset the threat
from East Zone, whose full membership tally
with voting rights would go up after the
inclusion of Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalaya,
Manipur, Mizoram, Sikkim, Nagaland, and
Bihar. Assam, Odisha, Jharkhand, Bengal and
Tripura are already full members of the BCCI.

Srinivasan-Pawar meeting
Sources revealed that former BCCI

presidents N. Srinivasan and Sharad Pawar
met recently and discussed a variety of issues,
and the Bengaluru meeting is expected to
chart out the next course of action. 

The name of former BCCI secretary Sanjay
Patel has also figured as a candidate for a
senior functionary’s post, but the members
owing allegiance to Srinivasan said they had
no idea of such a move.

“What wrong have I done? I have sufered
the worst because of the Lodha
recommendations. I will go to Bengaluru just
to know what is being planned,” said a full-
member representative from West Zone.

G. VISWANATH

Ousted BCCI oice-bearers 
to meet in Bengaluru

SILIGURI: India outplayed
Bangladesh 3-1 to win the SAFF
women’s football tournament,
and continue its domination in
the region with a fourth con-
secutive crown, here on Wed-
nesday. 

Playing under lights, Dang-
mei Grace put the host in lead
in the first quarter of the action
before Sirat Jahan Shopnah
found the equaliser few
minutes from half-time to keep

the interest in the match alive. 
India played too well after

the break to find two more
goals — a penalty scored by
Sasmita Malik and one from K.
Indumathi — to complete the
victory in style.

Sasmita and Kamala Devi
could have added more to the
tally but their eforts in the 73rd
and 88th minutes went wide.

The result: India 3 (Dangmei
Grace 12, Sasmita Malik 61-pen, K. In-
dumathi 66) bt Bangladesh 1 (Sirat
Jahan Shopnah 38). 

FOOTBALL

Indian women retain
SAFF title with ease

TRIUMPHANT: The Indian team registered a facile win over
Bangladesh to reign supreme. 

AMITABHA DAS SHARMA

CHENNAI: Joint secretary R.I. Pa-
lani ran the day-to-day afairs
of the Tamil Nadu Cricket As-
sociation (TNCA) here on
Wednesday.

As a natural consequence of
the Supreme Court’s order on
Monday, N. Srinivasan and
K.S. Viswanathan cease to
hold oice as the TNCA pres-
ident and secretary, and do not
have to send in their resigna-
tions. 

“Resigning from the job is
redundant. If we do not meet
the conditions as per the Su-
preme Court order, we natur-
ally do not hold the post any
longer,” said an oicial to The

Hindu.
Meanwhile, The Hindu

spoke to several former crick-
eters to seek their views on
taking up diferent roles in the
TNCA.

Many of them felt that it
would be diicult for them to
serve in an honorary capacity.
A former State player said,
“Cricket is our livelihood. It
would be very hard for us to

devote so much time to the job
of a secretary or any other
such post, if there is no monet-
ary compensation.”

He added, “Cricket is our
passion, but we also need

money to run our families. To
avoid conflict of interest, we
will not be able to run our
coaching academies either.”

The coming days promise to
be eventful.

Resigning redundant: TNCA oicial
S. DINAKAR

BOURNEMOUTH: Olivier Giroud
scored a stoppage-time equal-
iser as Arsenal fought back
from 3-0 down to snatch a dra-
matic 3-3 draw at
Bournemouth on Tuesday.

The results: Bournemouth 3
(Daniels 16, Wilson 21-pen, Fraser
58) drew with Arsenal 3 (Sanchez
70, Perez 75, Giroud 90+2); Crystal
Palace 1 (Zaha 83) lost to Swansea 2
(Mawson 42, Rangel 88); Stoke 2
(Shawcross 45+3, Crouch 49) bt
Watford 0. — AFP

Giroud rescues
Arsenal

HYDERABAD: Hyderabad Cricket Asso-
ciation president Arshad Ayub has
stepped down.The former India off-spin-
ner met with confidants and submitted
the resignation on Wednesday.

“The resignation will now be put be-
fore the Executive Committee which will
be meeting in a couple of days,” HCA
secretary K. John Manoj told The Hindu

on Wednesday.
“We have not yet taken a decision on

who should succeed him as some clarity
is still needed on who is eligible from the
existing body to continue,” the HCA sec-
retary said.

Arshad and senior vice-president P.
Yadgiri are out of contention for the next
elections, and EC members Srinivas
Reddy, Victor Amalraj and Moizuddin are
ineligible to continue as per the Su-
preme Court order as they are the Gov-

ernment servants.
Arshad said he has resigned as he has

to obey the Supreme Court order. “We
(HCA) were one of the very few Associ-
ations which have given an undertaking
in the Hyderabad High Court long back
to implement the Justice Lodha panel
guidelines in toto,” he said.

“Basically, the BCCI has not appoin-
ted an interim president though it is said
that the senior-most vice-president will
take charge as new chief. So, there is
need for clarity even at the State-level as
to who should step into the shoes,” Ar-
shad said.

HCA chief steps down
V.V. SUBRAHMANYAM

Vengsarkar quits 
Former India skipper Dilip
Vengsarkar has resigned as
vice-president of the Mumbai
Cricket Association following
the Supreme Court order.

South Africa — 1st innings:

392.
Sri Lanka — 1st innings: 110.
South Africa — 2nd innings: S.

Cook c Karunaratne b Lakmal 30, D. El-
gar c Mathews b Herath 55, H. Amla c
Chandimal b Lakmal 0, J-P. Duminy
lbw b Lakmal 30, F. du Plessis c
Chandimal b Lakmal 41, T. Bavuma run
out 0, Q. de Kock c Chandimal b Ku-
mara 29, K. Maharaj (not out) 20, V.
Philander (not out) 15; Extras (nb-3,
w-1): 4; Total (for seven wkts. decl. in
51.5 overs): 224.

Fall of wickets: 1-64, 2-64, 3-110,
4-136, 5-137, 6-170, 7-192.

Sri Lanka bowling: Lakmal 19.5-
2-69-4, Pradeep 11-0-46-0, Kumara
12-0-62-1, De Silva 3-0-15-0, Herath
6-0-32-1.

Sri Lanka — 2nd innings: D. Kar-
unaratne b Philander 6, K. Silva c Cook
b Rabada 29, K. Mendis c Elgar b Phil-
ander 4, D. de Silva lbw b Rabada 22,
A. Mathews (batting) 29, D.
Chandimal (batting) 28; Extras (b-6,
lb-5, nb-1): 12; Total (for four wkts. in
40 overs): 130.

Fall of wickets: 1-11, 2-25, 3-66,
4-69.

South Africa bowling: Abbott
10-3-23-0, Philander 10-1-34-2, Ra-
bada 10-3-22-2, Maharaj 10-2-40-0.

SCOREBOARD

From aggressive player to a decisive captain
Congratulations to MSD on a wonderful career as a captain. I have seen him
emerge from an aggressive player to a steady and decisive captain. It’s a day to
celebrate his successful captaincy and respect his decision. Wish MSD the very
best as he continues entertaining us on the field with his exploits.
— Sachin Tendulkar

True leader
Sign of a true leader is to know when
to pass the baton! Thank u for the
entertainment skipper u r an
#Inspiration @msdhoni #livinglegend 
— K. Srikkanth

NEW DELHI: The National selec-
tion committee will continue
to comprise five members un-
til the Supreme Court-appoin-
ted administrators decide on
the future course of action.

The Lodha Committee had
recommended that only Test
players be nominated as
senior selectors and the com-
mittee be restricted to three.

The current committee has
chairman M.S.K. Prasad (six
Tests, 96 First Class matches),
Sarandeep Singh (3 Tests, 92
FC) and Devang Gandhi (4
Tests, 95 FC) who meet the
Lodha Committee norms. The
others in the panel are Gagan
Khoda (2 ODIs, 132 FCM) and
Jatin Paranjpe (4 ODIs, 62
FCM).

The selectors are set to meet
on Friday in Mumbai to pick
the Indian team for the lim-
ited-overs series against Eng-
land starting in Pune from
January 15. 

Following the SC ruling,
there was uncertainty regard-
ing the selection panel. 

“As of now we are going
ahead with the five-member
panel to pick the Indian team
for the series against England,”
said a Board oicial.
— Vijay Lokapally

Status quo on
selection panel

Mahendra Singh Dhoni does what
only he can. Stun the cricket

world. He did it on the field with some
astonishingly improvised strokes. He
was no different off the field when he
handed Virat Kohli the Test captaincy
in Australia in 2014. 

By relinquishing the responsibility of
captaincy in the shorter formats, he
has only confirmed that no one can
read his mind. No one. He surely wants
to serve as a player at a most critical
time for Indian cricket. 

Did he pre-empt a move from this
selection committee? Not possible be-
cause his stature was too overwhelm-
ing for MSK Prasad and Co. to take a
call on his captaincy. 

In fact, Dhoni is held in awe by the
current selection committee which ac-
knowledges his priceless contribution

to Indian cricket. But he has chosen the
right time to take the right decision.

Dhoni has always played the game
on his terms. The elevation to cap-
taincy brought the leader out of him —
a constant well-wisher of his col-
leagues, an unyielding champion for
the rights of the players. 

There is a long list of players who
vowed their allegiance to him for the
strong backing he extended them. His
bonding with his mates was as strong
as his commitment to Indian cricket.

When he gave up his spot in the Test
team he was only showcasing his
strong character. 

For long he owned the reputation of
being the greatest finisher in modern
one-day cricket. Of late he was falter-
ing by his standards. His decision to bat
at No 4 in recent times was interpreted
as a step to give himself more time to
settle. But it was also accepted that he

was best equipped to take charge early
and give the contest a clinical climax.

This move to make himself available
as a player is being seen as an attempt
to relive his early years in international
cricket. Dhoni of the past would be a
great source of strength for the present
Indian team.

He can now look to play with abund-
ant freedom. Captaincy had come with
a lot of pressure and past selectors al-
ways appreciated the dignity he
brought to the job at meetings —
never disrespectful, always accom-
modating, accepting the majority opin-
ion with grace.

Dhoni must have understood the
importance of reserving his best for
Kohli. He has always admired Kohli’s
work ethic and now has the platform to
perform as just a player. He may have
lost some power in his hitting but not
the passion to be as fit as anyone else.

Evidence lies in his intensity when run-
ning between the wickets with Kohli
especially.

Known for his vision, Dhoni, 35, ob-
viously would not like to be seen as a
barrier for the progress of the likes of
K.L. Rahul, Rishabh Pant and Ishan
Kishan, three candidates eligible for the
job once he takes the final bow as a
player too.

Dhoni, it is known in cricket circles,
would never be a burden on the team. If
he is giving himself a chance as a
player, he deserves the support too. 

He would never encourage ques-
tions doubting his utility in the team.
The selectors know he is still the best
’keeper-batsman in limited-overs
cricket. 

They merely need to respect his de-
cision to give up captaincy and back
him on the last lap of his fabulous
cricket journey.

Right decision at the right time
VIJAY LOKAPALLY

CAPE TOWN: South Africa needs
six more wickets with two days
still to play to win the second
Test against Sri Lanka, which
closed the third day at New-
lands on Wednesday on 130 for
four, still 377 runs behind the
mammoth target. — Reuters

South Africa 
in control

NEW DELHI: Babita Phogat
stepped on to the mat for the
first time since the family’s
story was recreated on cellu-
loid and stepped of 46
seconds later, vanquished by
former World and European
champion Sofia Mattsson as
Haryana Hammers out-
muscled UP Dangal 5-2 in the
Pro Wrestling League at the
KD Jadhav Indoor Stadium
here on Wednesday. 

Mattsson scored the first
four points within 30 seconds
before pinning Babita to the
mat to finish her bout 16
seconds later in the 53kg cat-
egory. It was Haryana’s fourth
win of the day, handing it the

tie in the seven-bout match.
Sandeep Tomar bounced

back from his humiliating loss
to Rahul Aware in his previous
bout to thrash Amit Dahiya 8-0
in the 57kg section.

UP’s two wins came
through Belarusian Maria
Mamashuk, who beat Kiran
6-4 (75kg) and captain Eitsa
Yankova, who managed to tie
1-1 with Indu Chaudhary in the
48kg category, but won by vir-
tue of being the last to score.

In the other matches, World
champion Magomed Kurb-
analiev of Russia blanked Amit
Dhankar 8-0 (70kg), Rajneesh
defeated Andrey Kviatkovski
5-1 (65kg) and Abdusalam
Gadisov outplayed Mausam
Khatri 8-0 (97kg).

PWL

Babita back on 
the mat, but loses
UTHRA GANESAN

KOLKATA: Cricket Association
of Bengal (CAB) president
Sourav Ganguly said after an
oice-bearers’ meeting on
Wednesday that an emergent
working committee meeting
will be held on Monday. 

“Nothing has been decided
(on the fate of oice-bearers).
We will get to know more
soon,” said a senior oicial.

Apart from initiating the re-
forms process, the CAB faces
the challenge of conducting
the third ODI between India
and England on January 22. —
Special Correspondent

CAB prefers to
wait and watch 

KSCA to elect
president today
� The Karnataka State
Cricket Association has
called for a Managing
Committee meeting on
Thursday to elect new 
office-bearers.
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1 Nonsense! British soldier is above
decomposition (8)

2 Cigarettes for school underlings
(4)

3 Nuptial arrangement of ribald
characters (6)

4 Bits of music heard on road over
waterfall (7)

5 Uppermost incision in wood of
best quality (3-5)

6 Seeds that are usually sown

20 English city where sorbitol was
processed after removing
oxygen (7)

22 Nuclear device found inside a
Bombay duck (1-4)

24 Red came back and captured
tavern to get a meal (6)

26 Standard plant (4)

28 Little time for king to get fur (4)

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9

10 11

12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19

20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30

wildly in youth (4)

9 Announcement of law found in a
Chinese dictionary (5)

13 Well known that little Theodore
was absent (5)

15 Snails in possession of liquor
merchants (5)

17 Preserve liquor as a collectible
item (8)

19 Endures blots around America
(8)

THE HINDU CROSSWORD 11896 (set by Incognito)

F ACROSS

G
DOWN

GuruGobind Singh, whose 350th birth anniversary is
celebrated today, was the last of the ten Sikh gurus. A saint
dedicated to God, hewas a scholar ofmany languages,
poet of soul-stirring poetry, warrior and apostle of love. He
canonised the scripture, the GuruGranth Sahib, and in
1708 bestowed on it the oice of Guru, putting an end to
the institution of person-gurus. His own compositions are
compiled in a volume, the DasamGranth. His life was a
saga to realise the divinely ordained aim of ‘annihilation of
evil and perpetuation of righteousness in theworld’ by
creating a race based on the belief in the fatherhood of one
God and universal brotherhood of humankind, nourished
by feelings of love and compassion in human afairs. All
human beings are spiritually one and ethnically equal.
This equality serves as the basis of mutual love and
compassion: only hewho imbibes love can realise God,
and the best way to love God is to love his creation, says
the Guru. GuruGobind Singh created the Khalsa Panth as a
class of individually realised and socially responsible and
awakened saint-soldiers. He brought about this
transformationwithout the intervention of a deity and
only through consecrating human beings to be pure in
thought and deed. The Khalsa was to be forever inmystical
communionwith God and forever ready to strive, even
sacrifice for the sake of equality and love, righteousness
and self-respect in human social afairs. Sikh thought and
tradition reached their culmination in the hands of Guru
Gobind Singh, who left behind a rich legacy of literature
and a heroic past. His example of unique sacrifice inspires
devotees to strive for the perpetuation of the values of love
and compassion, human dignity and religious freedom.

Dharam Singh

An apostle of love

FAITH

Sudoku is a mind game and a

puzzle that you solve with

reasoning and logic.

Fill in the grid with digits in such a

manner that every row, every

column and every 3x3 box

accommodates the digits 1 to 9,

without repeating any.

TODAY'S
SOLUTIONS

TFBSTO

GOYARATIONALE

MGIRPTD

AMUSEDAGNOSTIC

YAIOC

FRANKLINTROUTS

OOSCR

ATSTAKETHEMASK

EEBEU

HANDLEREDCROSS

BPIIT

CONFUSESNUMBAT

MLATNII

BLACKHOLENINA

GELRKS

VARIETY

SU | DO | KU

7 Spanish painter is unknown in
Indian state (4)

8 Logic to limit beer (9)

10 Entertained an inspiration in
these times (6)

11 Person without knowledge is
coasting about (8)

12 Inventor's candid and primarily
likes inventing nutcrackers (8)

organisation's emblem (3,5)

25 Guilty person melts down and
misleads (8)

27 Insensitive to add a bit of toxin
to get an anteater (6)

29 Dungeon of Calcutta from where
not even light can escape (5,4)

30 Columbus sailed with her hidden
message in a crossword (4)

14 Middlemen take just one rupee
and give fishes (6)

16 Endangered, Joan of Arc was
burnt here (2,5)

18 Ask them to rearrange letters for
Ipkiss (3,4)

21 Give the French a name (6)

23 Communist upset an
international humanitarian

NAGPUR:There is no better sight
in cricket than a fast bowler op-
erating with the new ball and
going after wickets. And on an
eventful Wednesday after-
noon, speedster Jasprit Bum-
rah, possessing strength, en-
ergy and skill, typified the
commonly held belief and
powered Gujarat into the Ranji
Trophy final after six-and-a-
half decades. His career-best
six for 29 in 14 overs dismantled
the Jharkhand batting order
with clinical eiciency andwon

the match for
his side by 123
runs with a day
to spare.
Gujarat took

the field on the
fourth morning
looking to lift its
second-innings
score from a
paltry 82, in or-
der to set a
tough fourth-in-
nings target .
After skipper

Parthiv Patel gave a pep talk to
his teammates, Manprit Juneja
and Chirag Gandhi responded
with splendid half-centuries,
leaving the onerous job of de-
fending a target of 235 to the
bowling department that be-
came somewhat depleted with
left-arm seamer Rush Kalaria
rendered hors de combat by an
injury to the bowling shoulder.
Left-arm medium-pacer R.P.

Singh, who showed fine craft to
dismiss half a dozen Jharkhand
batsmen in the first innings,

provided two crucial break-
throughs to bring the opponent
under immense pressure, and
once Bumrah bowled Sumit
Kumar neck and crop, there
was no stopping him frommak-
ing further inroads; he had
found his bearings in his open-
ingburst, and turnedevenmore
deadly after a short break.
Gujarat had deployed R.P.

Singh in the league on a need
basis, dictated by the quality of
the surface, but Parthiv and the

team-management took the de-
cision to field him in the semi-
final once they batted Odisha
out of the quarterfinal at Jaipur;
word had gone around that the
relaid surface here, with a
heavy red soil content, ofered
much assistance to the fast
bowlers.
The fifth-wicket stand

between left hander Virat
Singh and Ishan Kishan de-
livereda small partnershipof 36
runs. Their fall, in the space of
three runs, raised the possibil-
ity of Jharkhand’s collapse on
the fourth day itself. And it
happened, with the umpires ex-
tending play after the fall of the
ninthwicket at 4.30 p.m.

R.P. Singh took the last
wicket, returning excellent
match figures of nine for 115, to
wrap up the semifinal. The Gu-
jarat players jumped in joy to
celebrate their entry into the fi-
nal.
Bumrah was declared ‘Man-

of-the-Match.
“The Ranji Trophy final is a

dream come true for all of us in
the team. We felt great in the
middle. We have really worked
hard for this moment over the
last three...four years,” Parthiv
said.
“We played good cricket, but

never crossed the finishing line.
We always believed we can
enter the final and win the

trophy. I am glad this year we
have done it by reaching the fi-
nal. The pitch was fantastic; an
ideal one for a five-day game.
With red soil in it, there was
bounce and the grass coverwas
good,” he added.
The scores:
Gujarat — 1st Innings: 390.
Jharkhand — 1st Innings: 408.

Gujarat — 2nd Innings: Samit
Gohil lbw b Nadeem 49, Priyank Pan-
chal run out 1, Bhargav Merai b
Nadeem 44, Parthiv Patel c Virat b
Nadeem 1, Manpreet Juneja lbw b
Nadeem 81, Hardik Patel c Tiwary b
Vikash 6, Rujul Bhatt c Kishan b
Vikash 2, Chirag Gandhi c Virat b
Nadeem 51, R.P. Singh b Shukla 1,
Jasprit Bumrah (not out) 1, Rush
Kalaria absent hurt; Extras (b-13, lb-1,
w-1): 15; Total (in 81 overs): 252.
Fall of wickets: 1-18, 2-87, 3-93,

4-98, 5-135, 6-137, 7-217, 8-218,
9-252.
Jharkhand bowling: Ajay Yadav

18-4-43-0, Rahul Shukla 20-4-50-1,
Shahbaz Nadeem 25-5-69-5, Vikash
Singh 11-1-44-2, Kaushal Singh 6-0-
24-0, Pratyush Singh 1-0-8-0.
Jharkhand — 2nd Innings:

Pratyush Singh b R.P. Singh 0, Sumit
Kumar b Bumrah 0, Virat Singh c Go-
hil b Bumrah 17, Saurabh Tiwary lbw
b R.P. Singh 17, Ishank Jaggi b Hardik
1, Ishan Kishan c Parthiv b Bumrah
19, Kaushal Singh c Parthiv b Bumrah
24, Shahbaz Nadeem c Panchal b
Bumrah 1, Rahul Shukla b Bumrah 1,
Vikash Singh c Parthiv b R.P. Singh
18, Ajay Yadav (not out) 2; Extras
(lb-11): 11; Total (in 41 overs): 111.
Fall of wickets: 1-2, 2-6, 3-26, 4-

27, 5-63, 6-66, 7-70, 8-72, 9-105.
Gujarat bowling: R.P. Singh 12-7-

25-3, Jasprit Bumrah 14-4-29-6,
Hardik Patel 15-4-46-1.

Gujarat ends a 65-year drought
Bumrah dismantles Jharkhand in dramatic afternoon session to bowl his side into the final

MATCH-WINNER: Jasprit Bumrah‘s career-best six for 29 proved irresistible.— PHOTO: PTI

G. VISWANATH

� Gujarat’s only previous
title-round appearance came
in the 1950-51 season, when
it lost to Holkar

MUMBAI: Texas Gold, who ran a
close third last time out, should
make amends in the Allforfun Plate
(Div. I), the feature event of the
races to be held here on Thursday.
Rails will be placed 2m away from
1200m to 1000m and 5 metres from
800m upto the winning post.

1 AZIZ H AHMEDBHOY
TROPHY(1,600m),Cl. II, rated60
to 86, 4-40 pm: 1. Papakura (2)
Mosin 59, 2. Shadowfax (4)Neeraj
53.5, 3. Exodus (1) J.Chinoy 52, 4.
Traherne (3) Zervan 52.
Shadowfax

2 ALLFORFUN PLATE DIV.
II (1,200m), Maiden 3-y-o only, 5-
05: 1.Gazino (1) J.Chinoy 55, 2. San-
dalphon (6) T.S.Jodha 55, 3. Ser-
eno (3) C.S.Jodha 55, 4. Solo
Mission (withdrawn), 5.Wildcard
Warrior (8) Daman 55, 6. Cherish
The Moment (4) Yash Narredu
53.5, 7. Pretty Peach (5) Dashrath
53.5, 8. Rotterdam (2) Suraj
Narredu 53.5.
1. Rotterdam, 2. Sandalphon, 3.
Gazino

3 ANMOL PREET PLATE
(1,600m), Cl.V, rated 01 to 26, 5-30:
1. Exclamation (6) B.Nikhil 59, 2.
Go Marisa Go (15) Ajinkya 58.5, 3.
Golden Orchid (14) A.Gaikwad
58.5, 4. Knight’s Quest (13) T.S-
.Jodha 58.5, 5. CareFree (11)Neeraj
58, 6. Sir Desmond (1) C.S.Jodha
57, 7. Ritz (7)Daman 56.5, 8. Secret
Flame (3) Dashrath 56, 9. Espilon
Orionis (5) Parmar 55.5, 10.
Madeira (12) S.J.Sunil 55.5, 11. Coat
OfArms (16)Zeeshan 55, 12. Shiva-
lik Skies (9) Merchant 55, 13. Sir
Song (4) S.Amit 54, 14. The Other
Song (10) Bhawani 54, 15. Sansa (2)
Vishal 52.5, 16. Devoted (8)
S.Kamble 52.
1. Sir Desmond, 2. Golden
Orchid, 3. Care Free

4 TIGERTOPSPLATEDIV. II
(1,000m), Cl. IV, rated 20 to 46,
6-00: 1. Royal Sapphire (8)
Bhawani 59, 2. Speedo (7) Parbat
57.5, 3. Beneficial (1) Zervan 57, 4.
Komodo Dragon (9) Merchant 56,
5. New England (6) Pereira 56, 6.
Romantic Warrior (12) S.Sunil
55.5, 7. Prominence (2) S.J.Sunil
54.5, 8. Shamanism (5) Shelar 54.5,
9. Shining Noon (11) Neeraj 54.5,
10. Blazing Steps (4) A.Gaikwad
52, 11. Eternal Dancer (10)
Shahrukh 51.5, 12. Sussex Pride (3)
S.Kamble 51.5.
1. Beneficial, 2. Shining Noon,
3. Prominence

5 BLUE HORIZON PLATE

(1,200m), 4-y-o only rated 20 to
46, 6-25: 1. Golden Eclipse (11) Da-
man 59, 2. Honey Dew (8) Neeraj
55.5, 3. Lachlan (6) Ajinkya 54.5, 4.
Noble Chieftain (7) Baria 54.5, 5.
Petronius (10) Zervan 54.5, 6. Bri-
tain (4) A.Gaikwad 54, 7. Dibaba
(9) S.J.Sunil 54, 8. Voulez Vous (3)
S.Amit 53.5, 9. Kookaburra (2)T.S-
.Jodha 53, 10. Triple Threat (5)
Nadeem 53, 11. Great Artist (1)
Vishal 52.
1. Golden Eclipse, 2. Honey
Dew,Kookaburra

6 ALLFORFUN PLATE DIV. I
(1,200m), Maiden, 3-y-o only, 6-
50: 1. Big Sur (7) Parmar 55, 2. Col-
legium (6) Zervan 55, 3. Excellent
Heart (1) S.Kamble 55, 4.Gloriosus
(5) C.S.Jodha 55, 5. Magic Dust (2)
Bhawani 55, 6. Majestical (8)
P.S.Chouhan 55, 7. Patagonia (9)
K.Kadam 55, 8. Texas Gold (4)
J.Chinoy 55, 9. Cerrado (3) Neeraj
53.5.
1. Texas Gold, 2. Cerrado, 3.
Gloriosus

7 RAO SAHEB D.K.PARKAR
TROPHY (1,400m), Cl. IV, rated
20 to 46, 7-15: 1. Cicitalia (7)
G.Amit 62, 2. Grande Vitesse (1)
Nazil 59.5, 3. Masterofbalantrae
(10) Neeraj 59.5, 4. Star Comrade
(11) P.S.Chouhan 59, 5. Royal Clas-
sic (3) Daman 56.5, 6. Thunder
Down Under (5) Suraj Narredu
55.5, 7. Fly AwayWithMe (6) T.S-
.Jodha 54, 8. Abu Al Bukhoosh (4)
C.S.Jodha 53.5, 9. Oriental Rule
(12) S.Amit 53, 10. Bay Of Love (2)
Merchant 52.5, 11. Bee Quirky (8)
Nadeem 52.5, 12. Replica (9) Par-
bat 52.5.
1. Masterofbalantrae, 2. Thun-
der Down Under 3. Star
Comrade

8 TIGER TOPS PLATE DIV. I
(1,000m), Cl. IV, rated 20 to 46,
7-45: 1. Rock In Rio (10)
A.Gaikwad 62, 2. Zadora (8)
Vishal 62, 3. Baryshnikhov (11)
Ajinkya 59, 4. Locarno (3)Nadeem
58.5, 5.MtTianmen (9)Parbat 58.5,
6. Blitzkrieg (1) Daman 58, 7. Furi-
osa (6) C.S.Jodha 57.5, 8. Riot Of
Colours (4) Raghuveer 57.5, 9.
Ame (7) T.S.Jodha 57, 10. Divine
Solitaire (12) S.K.Jadhav 56, 11.
Ainra (2) Parmar 55.5, 12. Alpine
Express (5) Zeeshan 55.
1. Rock In Rio, 2. Zadora, 3.
Baryshnikhov
Day’s best:Masterofbalantrae
Double: Rotterdam – Sir
Desmond
Jackpot: 4, 5, 6, 7&8.Treble: (i) 5, 6
& 7. (ii) 6, 7 & 8. Tanala: All races.
Super Jackpot: 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 & 8.

Texas Gold should

make amends

RAJKOT: While referring to his
team’s tactics in the field,
Tamil Nadu captain Abhinav
Mukundhad said after the third
day’s play that the team had ef-
fectively played “boring
cricket throughout the season”.
Before the start of the penul-

timate day’s proceedings of the
Ranji Trophy semifinals
against Mumbai, Abhinav and
his batting unit knew very well
that it just couldn’t aford to be
boring if it had to keep the
match and the team’s title hunt
alive.
The batsmen executed the

plans to perfection as Abhinav
and B. Indrajith scored enter-
taining hundreds to help Tamil
Nadu set Mumbai a dicey tar-
get of 251 for victory.

Onslaught

Such was the TN onslaught
that it coulddeclare the innings
at 356 for six in 78 overs, thus
making the Mumbai openers
bat for anuneasy passage of 20-
oddminutes, which PrafulWa-
ghela and debutant Prithvi
Shaw eventually survived.
Tamil Nadu, having con-

ceded a 101-run first innings
lead — revised to 106 after the
team had been penalised five
runs for running on the danger
area while batting in the
second innings — had to come
back hard in the second in-
nings.
Once Abhinav and his part-

ner, debutant V. Ganga Sridhar
Raju, got their eye in, the two
attempted to up the ante. But
Raju was plumb in front after
missinga straight one fromBal-
winder Singh Sandhu Jr. and
Indrajith was promoted ahead
ofM. Kaushik Gandhi.
The stylish right-hander

didn’t take long to settle and
kept the scoreboard moving in
the company of his captain.
Even before lunch, the duo had
wiped of the deficit and had its
eyes set on increasing the scor-
ing rate.

Milking the bowling

With Mumbai opting to take
the defensive route too early,
Abhinav and Indrajith had
plenty of gaps and could easily
milk the bowling.
To add to that, the Mumbai

bowlers failed to bowl to their
fields, thus handing too many
loose balls on a wicket that has
marginally worn of with a sol-
itary day’s play remaining.
That gave ample opportunity

for both the batsmen to display
their prowess with flicks,
drives, punches and sweeps.
While Indrajith played a

flawless innings, Abhinav re-
ceived reprieves on 70 of left-
arm spinner Vijay Gohil’s suc-
cessive deliveries.
While Aditya Tare failed to

collect the ball after the TN
captain stepped out, Gohil
missed a return catch after the
ball had risen from the rough
created at the pavilion end.
Once the 185-runpartnership

ended, with Abhinav edging
of-spinner Akshay Girap to
Shaw in the slips, Dinesh
Karthik played a cameo, which
was overshadowed by the um-
pires reprimanding him for

running on the danger area.
Eventually, after Karthik’s

dismissal, the umpires ran out
of patience and penalised
Tamil Nadu with five runs
when they foundVijay Shankar
to be intentionally running on
the pitch.
The scores:
Tamil Nadu — 1st innings: 305.
Mumbai — 1st innings: 411.

Tamil Nadu — 2nd innings: V.
Ganga Sridhar Raju lbw b Sandhu Jr.
28, Abhinav Mukund c Shaw b Girap
122, B. Indrajith c Lad b Shardul 138,
Dinesh Karthik c Shaw b Sandhu Jr.
24, Vijay Shankar c & b Gohil 24,
Kaushik Gandhi (not out) 9, B. Apa-
rajith st. Tare b Gohil 2; Extras (lb-3,
nb-3, w-3): 9; Total (for six wkts.
decl. in 78 overs): 356.
Fall of wickets: 1-64, 2-249, 3-

283, 4-330, 5-347, 6-356.
Mumbai bowling: Shardul

Thakur 13-0-60-1, Balwinder Singh
Sandhu Jr. 15-1-67-2, Abhishek Nayar
7-1-32-0, Akshay Girap 16-2-69-1, Vi-
jay Gohil 21-0-102-2, Siddhesh Lad 5-
0-19-0, Prithvi Shaw 1-0-4-0.
Mumbai — 2nd innings: Prithvi

Shaw (batting) 2, Praful Waghela
(batting) 3; Total (for no loss in 5
overs): 5.
Tamil Nadu bowling: R. Aushik

Srinivas 3-3-0-0, T. Natarajan 1-1-
0-0, B. Aparajith 1-0-5-0.

Tamil Nadu setsMumbai a tricky target

ENTERTAINING KNOCK:B. Indrajithwas involved in a 185-run
partnershipwith skipper AbhinavMukund in quick time to
help Tamil Nadu effect a declaration.—PHOTO: R.V. MOORTHY

KOLKATA: Reigning world Mas-
ters champion Dharminder
Lilly lost to young Laxman
Rawat in the third Kolkata
Open snooker championship
at the Bengal Rowing Club
here on Wednesday. Rawat
won 63-47, 111(98)-0, 60-33, 8-
62, 49-47.
In their opening matches,

top cueists Pankaj Advani and
Aditya Mehta had it easy
against Sreevardhan Poddar
and Benay Agarwal
respectively.
Important results: Laxman

Rawat bt Dharminder Lilly 63-47, 111
(98)-0, 60-33, 8-62, 49-47; Pankaj
Advani bt Sreevardhan Poddar 62-51,
72-1, 70-27, 72(58)-15; Aditya Mehta
bt Benay Agarwal 79-36, 69(63)-17,
102(102)-0, 77(63)-45; Brijesh Dam-
ani bt Shoiab Khan 65-42, 79-6, 77-
32, 40-54, 87(74)-0; Sourav Kothari
bt Benay Agarwal 72-40, 77-0, 42-
57, 54-68, 63-14, 92(88)-14; Sidharth
Parikh bt Sandeep Gulati 22-56, 23-
71, 62-48, 69-5, 31-65, 60-47, 59-17;
Lucky Vatnani bt Pushpender Singh
64-9, 11-118(80), 106(106)-1, 47-72,
71-17, 67-44; Manan Chandra bt
Rajesh Tulsian 75-6, 61-53, 63-24,
57-27; Shahbaz Khan bt Ravi Goenka
60-10, 69-37, 67-34, 93-28; Sandeep
Gulati bt Anil Poddar 62-34, 71-8, 65-
51, 77-10; Alok Kumar bt Manish Jain
71-16, 59-46, 96(66)-31, 78-8. —
Special Correspondent

Lilly loses

RAJKOT: As if Tamil Nadu’s batting
against a largely insipid Mumbai
bowling attack wasn’t entertaining
enough, the sparse crowd— not
more than 20 to be precise —
witnessed a rare occurrence with
the batting team being penalised
for intentionally running on the
pitch and trying to damage it.

After having a word with Karthik
informally, Sharma soon issued an
official reprimand for the same
offence when the batsmen ran

TN penalised for running on pitch

LUCKNOW: With the first five
matches of the Premier Bad-
minton League producing dif-
ferent winners, it is diicult to
sight a favourite in the six-
team field.
As host Awadhe Warriors

prepares for defending cham-
pion Delhi Acers and runner-
up Mumbai Rockets, the next
two days promise fierce con-
tests at the Babu Banarsi Das
Stadium here.
For the record,Warriors and

Rockets won their opening
matches but ironically, a win-
less Acers is already staring at
the possibilitwy of being the
first team tobeousted fromthe
race for a place in the
semifinals.
FromWarriors’ perspective,

the form and fitness of home-
favourite Saina Nehwal will
again be of paramount
importance.
The former World No. 1 is

keen to use the opportunities
in the first fortnight of the year
to be ready for the challenges
in the BWF Super Series
events in the season ahead.
Having slipped to 10th in the

World rankings, Saina expec-
tedly lost to the World and
Olympic champion Carolina
Marin at Hyderabad in the
team’s campaign-opener. On
the brighter side, her on-court
movementswere encouraging,
considering the fact that she is
continuing her comeback from
a knee-surgery.
Saina should find it easier

against Acers’ Tanvi Lad on
Thursday but Korea’s Sung Ji-
hyun, turning up for Rockets,
could prove a handful on Fri-
day.
After all, a consistent and

persistent Sung is enjoying her
career-best ranking of being
World No.3 after winning the
Korea Open and reaching the
final of the year-ending Dubai
World Superseries Finals.

Balanced team

As a team, Warriors look
fairly balanced. With K. Srik-
anth andHong Kong’s Vincent
Wong Wing Ki, ranked 15th
and 17th respectively, the
team’s challenge in men’s

singlesmaynot look intimidat-
ing but these two can prove
very efective. The men’s pair
of V. Shem Goh (part of the
World No. 1 Malaysian pair)
and Markis Kido provides
Warriors with a realistic
chance of adding another
point.
What more, the services of

the World No. 10 in mixed
doubles, Thailand’s Bodin Is-
ara and Savitree Amitrapai,
makeWarriors a fairly serious
contender.
Surprisingly, Acers are yet

to fire. In spite of having Den-
mark’s Jan O Jorgensen and
Korea’s Son Wan Ho, ranked
second and fourth in the
World, along with the World
No. 9 men’s doubles pair of
Vladimir Ivanov and Ivan So-
zonov, the champion side was
blanked by Mumbai on Tues-
day.
Worse, the Acers could take

just one game ofMumbai, that
too, in mixed doubles. But like
last year, this team can be ex-
pected to make a comeback
from a slow start.
Rockets, clearly on a high

after humiliating Acers and
running into Hyderabad, are
looking to enhance their pro-
spects.
The team needs no remind-

ing that Warriors will be look-
ing to win the two doubles and
claim at least one of the two
men’s singlesmatches.
Should Saina give a surprise

reason to rejoice, it will be
more than a bonus for
Warriors.

PBL

Saina in focus asWarriors face Aces
RAKESH RAO

Saina Nehwal.— FILE PHOTO

AMOL KARHADKAR

CHANDIGARH:Dhruv Sunish beat
Freddie Grant of Britain 6-4,
6-2 in the boys’ pre-quarterfi-
nals of the ITF grade-3 junior
tennis tournament at the
CLTA Complex on
Wednesday.

The results:

Boys (pre-quarterfinals):
Siddhant Banthia bt Nikit Reddy 6-0,
6-1; Tonkla (Tha) bt Abhimanyu Van-
nnem Reddy 3-6, 6-4, 6-4; Jack
Draper (GBr) bt Vasisht Cheruku 6-3,
6-2; Roko Savin (Cro) bt Arthur Craig
Pantino (Phi) 6-2, 6-4.

Sergey Fomin (Uzb) bt Parikshit
Somani 5-7, 6-2, 6-4; Sacchitt
Sharma bt Siddharth Thakran 6-3,
5-7, 6-2; Dostanbek Tashbulatov
(Kaz) bt Alex Solanki 4-6, 6-2, 6-2;
Dhruv Sunish bt Freddie Grant (GBr)
6-4, 6-2.

Girls (pre-quarterfinals): Ma-
hak Jain bt Aesha Patel 6-0, 6-0;
Vaidehi Chaudhari bt Sabhyata Ni-
halani 6-4, 6-3; Thasaporn Naklo
(Tha) bt Victoria Kalaitzis (Bel) 6-2,
6-3.

Tanisha Kashyap bt Prinkle Singh
7-6(6), 6-4; Akanksha Bhan bt
Gemma Heath (GBr) 6-3, 6-2; Axana
Mareen (Bel) bt Shivani Manjanna
6-0, 6-0; Shivani Amineni bt Kuan Yi
Lee (Tpe) 6-1, 6-3; Rhea Verma bt
Mananchaya Sawangkaew (Tha) 6-1,
7-6(4).

Dhruv moves up

RAMANATHAPURAM: Hat-tricks
by Prachi Nikam and Mun-
muni Das set up convincing
wins for Hockey Gujarat and
AssamHockey respectively in
the ‘B’ division of the seventh
sub-junior National hockey
tournament for women here
onWednesday.
Prachi helped Gujarat

thrash Dadar & Nagar Haveli
5-0, while Munmuni’s efort
gave Assam a 6-0 win over
Jammu&Kashmir.

Hat-tricks by
Prachi, Munmuni

three runs off Vijay Gohil.

Mumbai fined

With Tamil Nadu batsmen in full
flow, Mumbai slowed the game
down, which eventually meant the
team was punished for a minor
over-rate offence. While captain
Tare was fined 20 per cent of his
match fee, in addition to the Level 1
breach, his teammates will lose 10
per cent of their fee. —Special
Correspondent
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AUCKLAND: Serena Williams
sufereda shock second-round
6-4, 6-7(3), 6-4 defeat toWorld
No. 72 Madison Brengle at the
Auckland Classic on
Wednesday.

Murray beginswell

Andy Murray began the
yearwhere he left of last year,
beating Jeremy Chardy in
straight sets, at theQatarOpen
onTuesday to register his 25th
consecutive victory.
The results (all second round):

At Brisbane: ATP/WTA Bris-
bane International: Men: Kei
Nishikori bt Jared Donaldson 4-6, 6-4,
6-3; Kyle Edmund bt Lucas Pouille
6-3, 3-1 (retd); Jordan Thompson bt
David Ferrer 4-6, 7-5, 7-5; Stan
Wawrinka bt Viktor Troicki 7-6(5),
6-4.

Women: Dominika Cibulkova bt
Zhang Shuai 2-6, 6-4, 6-4; Svetlana
Kuznetsova bt Destanee Aiava 6-4,

6-3; Roberta Vinci bt Misaki Doi 6-4,
6-2; Angelique Kerber bt Ashleigh
Barty 6-3, 2-6, 6-3.

At Auckland: WTA Auckland
Classic: Caroline Wozniacki bt Var-
vara Lepchenko 6-3, 6-3; Ana Konjuh
bt Yanina Wickmayer 6-1, 6-2; Julia
Goerges bt Naomi Broady 7-5, 6-4;
Naomi Osaka w/o Venus Williams;
Madison Brengle bt Serena Williams
6-4, 6-7(3), 6-4; Barbora Strycova bt
Lucie Safarova 7-5, 3-6, 7-6(4); Jelena
Ostapenko bt Mirjana Lucic-Baroni
6-2, 7-6(3); Lauren Davis bt Kurumi
Nara 6-3, 6-3.

At Doha: ATP Qatar Open: Andy
Murray bt Jeremy Chardy 6-0, 7-6(2);
Gerald Melzer bt Paul-Henri Mathieu
6-7(2), 6-3, 6-2; Philipp Kohlschreiber
bt Malek Jaziri 6-2, 7-6(3); Jo-Wilfried
Tsonga bt Andrey Kuznetsov 6-1, 4-6,
6-2; Ivo Karlovic bt IllyaMarchenko 7-
6(5), 7-6(0); Karen Khachanov bt
Mubarak Shannan Zayid 6-1, 6-3; To-
mas Berdych bt Alessandro Gian-
nessi 7-6(1), 6-2. —Agencies

Brengle shocks Serena

CHENNAI: Marin Cilic, World
No.6andtopseedat theAircel
Chennai Open, was stunned
by qualifier Jozef Kovalik in
his opening match on
Wednesday.
The 24-year-old, ranked 111

placesbelowtheCroat, played
perhaps the match of his ca-
reer to oust the 2014 US Open

champion
and favour-
ite 7-6(5),
5-7, 7-5.
“Notuntil

the last
game,” said
Kovalik
when asked

if he really believed he could
win. “I still can’t believe it.”
Cilicwas seldom allowed to

own the middle of the court
from where he is usually dev-
astating.
Instead, the Slovak ranCilic

end to end, forcing him to hit
on the run, thereby depriving
himof thenecessaryweighthe
putsonhis strokes.
In hindsight, one may see it

as a match Cilic could have
swunghisway.
He won 124 points to Kova-

lik’s 119 andhit 18 aces to eight.
But so uncharacteristically
subduedwashe that therewas

rarely a passage of play when
heseemedcompletelyon top.
What was stark was Cilic’s

hesitation to force the issueon
the returngames.
That Kovalik’s serve was

not one bit threatening added
to the intrigue. In each of the
three sets, he had Kovalik by
the scruf of the neck, only to
lethimofevery single time.
In the opening set, at 2-2, he

did not capitalise on two
break-point opportunities. In
the second set, up 4-1, he
squandered twomore.
His cardinal sin was that he

then allowed Kovalik to re-
storeparity at 5-5.
Cilic did goon towin the set

after a longdrawn12thgame.
With Kovalik serving at 3-4

in the third, Cilic had him at 0-
30 and then at 30-40 but
missedbothchances.
At5-5, theSlovakbrokeCilic

and served for the match. The
victory did not come easily as
heallowedCilic another snif.
Twomore break points had

to be saved before Kovalik
wouldhave the last laugh.
Later,Kovalik laughinglyal-

luded to Cilic being com-
pletely unfamiliar with his
game.
“I have seen him play in

matches like the semifinals of
Grand Slams,” he said. “He

can’t see me because I am
rarelyonTV!”
“I could play freely. But he

couldn’t because it would be
really bad for him if he lost to
me.”
In the end, it proved to be

just that.
Later in the doubles, the In-

dian duo of PuravRaja andDi-
vij Sharan outclassed Leander
Paes and Andre Sa 6-4, 6-4 in
justoveranhour.

Qualifier Kovalik takes out top seed Cilic
Leander Paes & Andre Sa suffer first-round defeat to Divij Sharan & Purav Raja

N. SUDARSHAN

PRIZE SCALP: Jozef Kovalik scored the biggestwin of his career by ousting the tournament’s top
drawMarin Cilic in three sets onWednesday.—PHOTO: S.R. RAGHUNATHAN

CHENNAI:Benoit Paire is one of a
kind in world tennis. His is a
rather colourful personality.
His shot-making abilities
aside, he is known to have a
propensity for breaking rac-
quets.

He was even suspended
from French Davis Cup team
for “indiscipline” during the
RioOlympics.

And he was spotted wearing
a mismatched pair of shoes
during his run to the semifinal
here last year.

“I didn’t play good last year,
so I changed [the shoe quirk],”
Paire said.

“Now I have a new sponsor
for my shoes, so I will [paired]
shoes, and we will see if it is
working or not.”

At the start of last year, Paire
was ranked a career-high No.
18.

But he failed to build on it,
and is nowWorldNo. 47.

His lack of focus is some-
thing he is aware is holding
him back.

He even consulted a psycho-
logist, reportedly, and has now

incorporated boxing into his
training regimen.

“Boxing helps because,men-
tally, it is totally diferent. You
have to be focused every time
or you get hit,” he said.

“Inmatches, the thing I have
to improve on is staying fo-
cused. Sometimes I don’t play
good, and it’s because I don’t
focus.”

Chennai has already had one
casualty, though. “I broke one
(racquet) during practice,” he
saidwith a smile.

Is he in competitionwith Fa-
bio Fognini for racquet-smash-
ing? “No, no! I am better than
Fabio!” he said.

His focus is bound to be
tested on Thursday. Yuki
Bhambri, his second-roundop-
ponent, will have the crowd
wildly cheering for him.

‘When I play bad, it’s because I don’t focus’
S. DIPAK RAGAV

CHANNELING HIS ENERGIES: In an attempt to find discipline and
focus, Benoit Paire says he has incorporated boxing into his
training regimen.—PHOTO: AFP

MUMBAI: South Korean Sung Ji
Hyun handed Carolina Marin
her first defeat in three con-
tests at the Vodafone Premier
Badminton League 2017, win-
ning the women’s singles 11-7,

7-11, 14-12 for
Mumbai
Rockets
against Hy-

derabadHunters.
After Marin, Ajay Jayaram

went down to Rajeev Ouseph
in the men’s singles. Rockets
lost the mixed doubles, their
Trump tie, to give the contest
a new twist.
H.S. Prannoy’s win over

SameerVerma (Trump tie for
Hunters) in the fifth singles

swung the final outcome 2-1
his team’s way. Both the
camps were on edge during
the Trump matches. Hydera-
bad won the mixed doubles
(Mumbai’s Trump game) be-
fore Mumbai returned the fa-
vour in the second men’s
singles to seal thematch.
The results: Mumbai Rockets

bt Hyderabad Hunters 2-1 [Lee
Yong Dae & P Nipitphon bt Boon
Heong Tan & Wee Kong Tan 11-9,
11-5; Sung Ji Hyun bt Carolina Marin
11-7, 7-11, 14-12; Ajay Jayaram lost
to Rajiv Ouseph 7-11, 8-11; Lee Yong
Dae & Nadiezba Zeiba (T) lost to
Satviksairaj Reddy & Hoi Wah Chou
13-11, 10-12, 14-15; H.S. Prannoy bt
Sameer Verma (T) 11-6, 11-7].
On Tuesday: Mumbai Rockets

bt Delhi Acers 5-0.

NANDAKUMARMARAR

Rockets soar on Sung
win overMarin

SYDNEY: Azhar Ali and Younis
Khan kept Pakistan afloat after
rookie Peter Handscomb
made it three centurions in
Australia’s big first innings de-
claration at the third Test here
onWednesday.
The in-form Azhar and vet-

eran Younis steadied the ship
with a century stand after
Pakistan was in trouble at six
for two.—AFP

Azhar, Younis
lead fightback

Australia— 1st innings:M. Ren-
shaw b Imran 184, D. Warner c Sar-
fraz b Wahab 113, U. Khawaja c Sar-
fraz b Wahab 13, S. Smith c Sarfraz b
Yasir 24, P. Handscomb hit wicket b
Wahab 110, H. Cartwright b Imran 37,
M. Wade c Babar b Azhar 29, M.
Starc c sub b Azhar 16, S. O’Keefe
(not out) 0; Extras (b-5, lb-1, w-2,
nb-4): 12; Total (for eight wkts. decl.
in 135 overs) 538.
Fall of wickets: 1-151, 2-203, 3-

244, 4-386, 5-477, 6-516, 7-532,
8-538.
Pakistan bowling: Amir 24-2-

83-0, Imran 27-4-111-2, Wahab 28-4-
89-3, Yasir 40-2-167-1, Azhar 14-0-
70-2, Asad Shafiq 2-0-12-0.
Pakistan — 1st innings: Azhar

Ali (batting) 58, Sharjeel Khan c Ren-
shaw b Hazlewood 4, Babar Azam
lbw b Hazlewood 0, Younis Khan
(batting) 64, Extras: 0; Total (for two
wkts. in 41 overs): 126.
Fall of wickets: 1-6, 2-6.
Australia bowling: Starc 10-2-

34-0, Hazlewood 11-3-32-2, O'Keefe
7-1-11-0, Lyon 9-1-34-0, Cartwright
4-0-15-0.

SCOREBOARD

Second round: Josef Kovalik
(Svk)btMarinCilic (Cro)7-6 (5), 5-7,
7-5; Dudi Sela (Isr) bt Hyeon Chung
(Kor) 6-2, 6-2; Daniil Medvedev
(Rus) bt Yen-Hsun Lu (Tpe) 6-4, 6-4;
Albert Ramos-Vinolas (Esp) bt Steve
Darcis (Bel) 6-2, 6-0.

Doubles First round: Rohan
Bopanna & Jeevan Nedunchezhiyan
btMarcelo Demoliner (Bra) & Nikola
Mektic (Cro) 6-4, 6-4; Steve Darcis

(Bel) & Benoit Paire (Fra) bt Saketh
Myneni & Ramkumar Ramanathan
6-4, 0-6, [10-8]; Nicholas Monroe
(USA) & Artem Sitak (Nzl) bt Kon-
stantin Kravchuk &Mikhail Youzhny
(Rus) 7-6 (5), 6-3.
Guillermo Duran & Andres Mol-

teni (Arg) bt Johan Brunstrom & An-
dreas Siljestrom (Swe) 7-5, 7-6 (5),
Purav Raja &Divij Sharan bt Leander
Paes&Andre Sa (Bra) 6-4, 6-4.

THE RESULTS
PERTH: Roger Federer’s
comeback from injury struck
its first hurdle onWednesday
when he was beaten by teen-
agerAlexanderZverev 7-6(1),
6-7(4), 7-6(4) at the Hopman
Cup in Perth.
Despite the Federer result,

Switzerland kept its hopes of
reaching the final alive with a
2-1 win over Germany.
The results: France bt Great

Britain 3-0 [Kristina Mladenovic bt
Heather Watson 6-4, 5-7, 6-3;
Richard Gasquet bt Dan Evans 6-4,
6-2; Mladenovic & Gasquet bt Wat-
son & Evans 4-3 (5/4), 4-3 (5/2)].

Switzerland bt Germany 2-1
[Alexander Zverev bt Roger Federer
7-6(1), 6-7(4), 7-6(4); Belinda
Bencic bt Andrea Petkovic 6-3, 6-4;
Bencic & Federer bt Petkovic &
Zverev 4-1, 4-2]. —AFP

Zverev stuns Federer

Cheng-Yu Yu of Chinese
Taipei proved too strong as he
outplayed Karunuday Singh
6-2, 6-1 in the pre-quarterfinals
of the $15,000 ITF Futures ten-
nis tournament in Hong Kong
onWednesday.

VERY BRIEFLY

LOS ANGELES: SanAntonio Spurs
dominated Toronto 110-82 on
Tuesday, handing the Raptors
their worst defeat of the NBA
season in a clash of elite teams.
The results: LA Lakers 116 bt

Memphis 102; Sacramento 120 bt
Denver 113; Phoenix 99 bt Miami 90;
Dallas 113 bt Washington 105; San
Antonio 110 bt Toronto 82; Boston
115 bt Utah 104; Indiana 121 bt De-
troit 116; Philadelphia 93 bt Min-
nesota 91. —Agencies

Spurs dominate
Raptors

Thursday’s
schedule
� Centre court (5 p.m. start):
Rogerio Dutra Silva (Bra) vs
Roberto Bautista Agut (Esp);
Benoit Paire (Fra) vs Yuki
Bhambri; James Cerretani
(USA) & Philipp Oswald (Aut)
vs Rohan Bopanna & Jeevan
Nedunchezhiyan.

� Court 1 (5 p.m. start):
Mikhail Youzhny (Rus) vs
Renzo Olivo (Arg); Aljaz
Bedene (GBr) vs Martin
Klizan (Svk); Jurgen Melzer
(Aut) & Renzo Olivo (Arg) vs
Purav Raja & Divij Sharan.

� Court 2 (Not before 8
p.m.): Nicholas Monroe (USA)
& Artem Sitak (NZ) vs Steve
Darcis (Bel) & Benoit Paire
(Fra).




