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TRUMP SIGNS EXECUTIVE ORDER 

WITHDRAWING US FROM TPP TRADE DEAL 

U.S President Donald Trump signed an executive order to formally pull 
US out of the negotiating process of the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP), 
a mega trade deal of 12 Pacific Rim countries. TPP was one of the major 
international trade initiatives of his predecessor Barack Obama aimed to 
set trade rules for the 21st century and bind US allies against growing 
Chinese economic clout. During the Presidential election campaign, 
Trump had vowed to withdraw the US from the TPP which he argued was 
harmful to American workers and manufacturing. 

TPP’s Impact on U.S 

If the TPP were 
approved, according to 
US think tank 
Brookings Institution, 
the US would have 
stood to gain $77 
billion annually, while 
Japan would have 
clinched an even larger 
$105 billion. 
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 The deal also included labor, environmental and intellectual property 
protections sought by businesses and other groups. 

 With the 11 remaining signatories now deciding whether to move on 
without the US, or abandon the agreement completely, attention is 
focusing on China’s rival deal. 

 It creates a strategic opportunities for China’s own regional trade 
agreement, which it is pursuing with 15 other Asian countries, including 
Japan. A deal between just China and Japan could jeopardize $5 billion 
in U.S. exports and millions of American jobs. 

 The TPP have pointed to recent reports of Beijing’s weapons buildup on 
islands in the South China Sea as evidence of the country’s emboldened 
posture. 

TPP’s Impact on India 

It might have led to market share losses for certain categories of India’s 
exports due to preference erosion. It could have indirectly impacted 
exports in several industrial sectors such as textiles, leather, clothing, 
plastics, cotton and yarn. Even India’s pharmaceutical sector might had 
suffered due to higher standards compared WTO norms, including on 
IPR and ever-greening of patents. 

About Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) 

The TPP is a trade 
agreement under 
negotiation among 12 
Pacific Rim nations 
accounting for 40% of the 
world economy. It was 
promoted by US and 
signed by 12 countries in 
2015. 

12 Members are 
Australia, Brunei, Chile, 
Canada, Japan, Malaysia, 
Mexico, New Zealand, 
Peru, Singapore, US and Vietnam. India was not part of TPP. 
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 The aimed to ease the flow of goods, services and investments 
among member countries and set trade rules for 21st century 
especially on labour standards, environmental issues, origin criteria 
and intellectual property. 

 The mega trade deal was considered as counterweight to growing 
global economic clout of China, the largest economy in the Pacific 
Rim. 

About Regional Comprehensive Economic 

Partnership (RCEP) 

Regional Comprehensive 
Economic Partnership 
(RCEP) is a proposed 
free trade agreement 
(FTA) between the ten 
member states of the 
Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) 
(Brunei, Cambodia, 
Indonesia, Laos, 
Malaysia, Myanmar, the 
Philippines, Singapore, 
Thailand, Vietnam) and 
the six states with which 
ASEAN has existing free 
trade agreements 
(Australia, China, India, 
Japan, South Korea and 
New Zealand). 

 RCEP negotiations were formally launched in November 2012 at the 
ASEAN Summit in Cambodia. RCEP is viewed as an alternative to the 
Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) trade agreement, which excludes China 
and India and includes several nations of the Americas. 

 In 2016, prospective RCEP member states accounted for a population of 
3.4 billion people with a total Gross Domestic Product (GDP) of $21.4 
trillion, approximately 30 percent of the world’s GDP. 
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UN DECLARES 2017 AS THE INTERNATIONAL 

YEAR OF SUSTAINABLE TOURISM FOR 

DEVELOPMENT 

The United Nations General 
Assembly (UNGA) has declared 
the year 2017 as the 
International Year of 
Sustainable Tourism for 
Development. The declaration 
recalls the potential of tourism 
sector to advance the universal 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development and 17 
Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs). 

About 2016’s theme 

 The United Nations had declared the year 2016 as the International 

Year of Pulses (IYP) in its 68th General Assembly. 

 The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 

(FAO) was given the responsibility for the implementation of the 

Year’s theme in collaboration with governments, relevant 

organisations, non-governmental organisations and relevant 

stakeholders. 

 The International Year was aimed at heightening the awareness of 

the public regarding the nutritional benefits of pulses, as a part of 

its sustainable food production aimed towards food security and 

nutrition. 
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Important Points 

The International Year aims to support a change in business practices, 
policies and consumer behaviour towards a more sustainable tourism 
sector that can contribute effectively to achieve targets of the SDGs. 

 It will promote 
tourism sector’s 
role in five key 
areas: (i) Inclusive 
and sustainable 
economic growth 
(ii) Social 
inclusiveness, 
employment and 
poverty reduction 
(iii) Cultural 
values, diversity 
and heritage (iv) 
Resource 
efficiency, 
environmental 
protection and 
climate change (v) 
Mutual 
understanding, 
peace and security. 

 Tourism is under three targets of the SDGs: (i) Goal 8: Promote 
sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and 
productive employment and decent work for all. (ii) Goal 12: 
Sustainable Consumption and Production and (iii) Goal 14: 
Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources 
for sustainable development. 

 The tourism sector accounts for 7% of worldwide exports, 10% of 
the world’s GDP and one in eleven jobs. If managed well, it can 
foster inclusive economic growth, social inclusiveness and 
protection of natural and cultural assets. 
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CYPRUS REUNIFICATION TALKS: RIVALS 

REJECT PROPOSED NEW BORDERS 

Rival Cypriot 
delegations have failed 
to agree on maps for 
new borders on the 
divided island state, 
each slamming the 
other’s proposals as 
“unacceptable”, 
Turkey’s foreign 
minister said on 
Saturday after peace 
talks stalled. A week of 
UN-brokered talks in 
Geneva between Greek 
Cypriot president Nicos 
Anastasiades and 
Turkish Cypriot leader 
Mustafa Akıncı had 
sparked optimism that 
an agreement to reunify 
the island could be at 
hand. 

 Each side unveiled 
their vision on 
Wednesday of how they 
saw the borders of a 
reunified Cyprus. But 
hopes stalled on Friday, 
with the rival sides in 
the decades-old dispute 
at loggerheads over the 
future of Turkish troops 

on the divided island – and its boundaries. 
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 The thorny issue centres on how the boundaries are redrawn, 
including around the once Greek Cypriot town of Morphou on the 
northern coast. Anastasiades has warned that there can be no deal 
without a full return of Morphou, while some in the Turkish Cypriot 
camp have declared its return a non-starter. 

The maps swapped on 
Wednesday will not be 
disclosed publicly, with the 
UN hoping that both sides 
eventually agree on a 
compromise version. 
But Turkey has cast a 
shadow over the peace 
talks, with President Recep 
Tayyip Erdoğan saying 
Friday that Greek Cypriots 
still have “different 
expectations”. 

 

What is the history of the dispute? 

 Britain occupied Cyprus in 1878, largely for strategic reasons, 
although it remained nominally under Ottoman sovereignty.  The 
British formally annexed Cyprus in 1914. 

 In the 1950s, Greek Cypriots engaged in a guerrilla war against the 
British, calling for unification with Greece. 

 In 1960, London granted independence to the island, instituting a 
power-sharing arrangement between Greek and Turkish Cypriots. 

When and why was Cyprus split in two? 

 In 1974 Greece’s military junta government backed a coup against 
Cyprus’s president, Archbishop Makarios, with Athens demanding a 
greater say in Cypriot affairs and pushing for union with the island. 

 In response to the coup, Turkey launched a military invasion, 
occupying the northern third.  Greek Cypriots were forced to flee 
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from the north to the south, while Turkish Cypriots fled in the 
opposite direction. 

 In 1983 the northern part of the island was declared as the 
breakaway state of the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus but the 
only country to recognise it was Turkey. 

 There is a large military presence – around 30,000 Turkish troops. 

WHAT ARE THE 

MAIN OBSTACLES? 

 Land and property are 
two of the main sticking 
points – whether Turkish 
Cypriots displaced from 
the southern part of the 
island should be allowed 
to return to their old 
homes, and vice versa 
with Greek Cypriots who 
were forced to leave the 
north. 

 That would mean turfing 
some families out of 

homes that they have lived in for decades. 
 The town of Morphou (known in Turkish as Guzelyurt) in the northwest 

of the island, for instance, is home to around 18,000 Turkish Cypriots. 
But before the 1974 invasion it was almost entirely Greek. The Greek 
Cypriots want it back but many Turkish Cypriots refuse to leave. 

 It’s envisaged that the disputes could be addressed through a 
combination of land swaps and financial compensation, although it is not 
clear who would foot the bill. 

 Territorial boundaries between the Turkish and Cypriot parts of the 
island also need to be worked out. 

 Security is a big issue – the Greek Cypriots want the removal of the 
30,000 Turkish troops in the north. If an agreement can be reached, it 
will be voted on in two separate referendums, one for the Greek Cypriots 
and the other for the Turkish Cypriots.  The votes could be held 
sometime in the summer. 
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Why is it important? 

 In the past, the Cyprus issue has brought Turkey and Greece – both 
members of NATO – close to war. 

 It is also an impediment to Turkey’s hopes of joining the EU. 

 It would provide a rare good news story for a Europe that has been 
battered in the past year by terrorist attacks, political discord and 
the refugee crisis. 

CHINA LAUNCHES FIRST COMMERCIAL SPACE 

MISSION WITH NEW KUAIZHOU-1A ROCKET 

China successfully 
launched first 
commercial mission 
using an updated 
version of the low-cost 
Kuaizhou-1A rocket. As 
part of the mission three 
satellites JL-1, Cube-
Sats XY-S1 and Caton-1 
were launched into 
space. The rocket was 
launched from 
northwestern China’s 
Jiuquan Satellite 
Launch Center in Gansu 
province. Rocket 
Technology Company 
under the state owned 
China Aerospace 
Science and Industry 
Corporation (ACSIC) 
was responsible for the 
successful launch 
mission.  
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Key Facts 

 The success of the 
mission marks the 
Chinese company’s 
capability of providing 
flexible, convenient, 
quick and economical 
launch services for 
domestic and overseas 
clients. 

 KZ-1A rocket: It is 
improvised and 
advance version of 
erstwhile Kuaizhou-1 
rocket. It is a low-cost 
solid- fuelled carrier 
rocket with high 
reliability and short 
preparation period. It 
has been designed to 
launch low-orbit 
satellites weighing less 
than 300 kg. 

 JL-1 Satellite: It is a 
multifunctional remote-
sensing satellite 
providing high-
definition video images. 
It is expected to be used for environmental protection, land 
resource and forestry surveying, transport and disaster prevention 
and relief purposes. 

 XY-S1 and Caton-1 Satellites: They are experimental satellites 
to test technologies of low-orbit narrow-band communication and 
VHF Data Exchange System (VDES) respectively. 
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SPACEX’S FALCON 9 ROCKET SUCCESSFULLY 

PLACES 10 SATELLITES INTO ORBIT 

US based rocket 
manufacturing company 
SpaceX successfully 
launched constellation of 10 
satellites into orbit on board 
of its two stages Falcon 9 
Rocket from the 
Vandenberg Air Force Base, 
California. The satellites 
were deployed into the 
designated to low-Earth 
orbit about an hour after 
launch. Besides, rocket’s 
first stag also landed upright 
on a so-called drone ship in the Pacific Ocean south of Vandenberg. 

Key Facts 

 The constellation of 10 
satellites was launched as part 
of McLean, Virginia-based 
Iridium’s project to replace its 
existing network of satellites 
that provide global voice and 
data communications. 

 This was SpaceX’s first launch 
since September 2016 accident 
of similar rocket on a Florida 
launch pad which exploded 
after its launch along with 
$200 million Israeli 
communications satellites 
Amos-6. 
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About SpaceX 

 SpaceX (Space 
Exploration 
Technologies 
Corporation) is 
aerospace manufacturer 
and space transport 
services company 
headquartered in 
Hawthorne, California, 
US. 

 It was founded in 2002 
by Elon Musk, CEO of 
Tesla Motors and 
former PayPal 
entrepreneur with the 
goal of creating the 
technologies to reduce 
space transportation 
costs and enable the 
colonization of Mars. 

 SpaceX has developed the Falcon 1 and Falcon 9 launch vehicles, 
both designed to be reusable. It also has developed Dragon 
spacecraft to supply cargo to the International Space Station (ISS). 
It is also developing a manned version of Dragon is in development. 

SpaceX’s achievements 

 First privately funded, liquid-propellant rocket Falcon 1 to reach 
orbit in 2008. 

 First privately funded company to successfully launch, orbit and 
recover a spacecraft (Dragon) in 2010. 

 First private company to send a spacecraft (Dragon) to the ISS, in 
2012. 

 As of July 2016, it has flown nine missions to the ISS under a cargo 
resupply contract with NASA signed in 2006. 
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CEPI FORMALLY LAUNCHED AT WEF, DAVOS 

The Coalition for Epidemic 
Preparedness 
Innovations (CEPI) was 
officially launched at 
World Economic Forum 
(WEF) Davos after it 
received $460-million to 
develop vaccines against 3 
emerging highly-
contagious and fatal 
diseases. These three 
diseases are Middle East 
respiratory syndrome 
(MERS)-coronavirus, 
Lassa fever, and Nipah 
virus.  CEPI will use this 
fund to contain outbreaks 
these 3 diseases before 
they become global health 
emergencies. 

Important Highlights of the Event 

 Under it, CEPI will solicit proposals from academic researchers and 
industry to develop candidate vaccines for its three target viruses. 

 In 5 years, it aims develop at least two vaccines for each virus 
through early human studies so that they are ready for a real-world 
test as soon as one of these viruses surfaces again. 

 CEPI also intends to fund vaccine platforms—technologies like 
harmless viral vectors or messenger RNA that can serve as 
backbones for a variety of vaccines. 

 It has has received $100 million commitments from Welcome Trust 
and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, and the governments of 
Germany, Japan and Norway have pledged to contribute additional 
$260 million. 
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About Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness 

Innovations (CEPI) 

 CEPI is a public-private alliance to finance and coordinate the 
development of new vaccines to prevent and contain infectious disease 
epidemics. 

 It plans to develop early phases of vaccines without knowing the details 
for the form in which the deadly infection will appear but to cut down the 
time to tailor the eventual vaccine to be effective to epidemic. 

 CEPI’s plan includes preparations for possible outbreaks of Marburg 
fever, Lassa fever, MERS, SARS, Nipah virus, Rift Valley fever, 
chikungunya, and others. 

 It is being funded by the Wellcome Trust, Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation, World Economic Forum (WEF), Governments of Norway, 
Japan, India (Department of Biotechnology) and Germany. 

ISRAEL APPROVED BUILDING PERMITS FOR 

566 SETTLER HOMES IN EAST JERUSALEM 

Israel on 22 January 2017 approved building permits for 566 settler 
homes in annexed east Jerusalem. Israel conquered the region from 
Palestine in 1967 and was effectively annexed by Israel in 1980.As per the 
plan; the new permits are for homes in the settlement neighbourhoods’ 
of Ramot, Pisgat Zeev and Ramat Shlomo. 
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Meir Turjeman, the deputy mayor for the city, sad, the plans was 
postponed until the US President Donald Trump took office. Turjeman 
also heads the planning committee that approved them. 

Turjeman said the rules of the game have changed with Donald Trump’s 
arrival as president because Trump has pledged strong support for Israel. 
During his election campaign, Trump vowed to recognise Jerusalem as 
the country’s capital despite the city’s contested status. 

He informed that the plan was approved by the city officials but it was 
postponed at the request of Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. PM 
Netanyahu requested to postpone the plan in the wake of a UN Security 
Council resolution in December against Israeli settlement building. 

Palestinians in east 
Jerusalem and the 
occupied West Bank 
face what activists call 
extremely difficult 
odds in having 
construction approved 
by Israeli authorities, 
who routinely 
demolish structures 
they deem illegal. 

Besides, plans for 
some 11000 other 
homes were also in 
process in east 
Jerusalem. Though, 
the time when the plan 
will be moved forward 
was not informed. 

The approval of the plan has drawn condemnation from Palestinian 
leaders and Hamas, the Islamist movement that runs the Gaza Strip, also 
condemned the approvals.  
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THE WORLD ECONOMIC FORUM 2017 

World Economic Forum 
annual meeting began at 
Davos, Switzerland, bringing 
together chief executive 
officers from its 1,000 
member companies, as well 
as selected politicians, 
representatives 
from academia, NGOs, 
religious leaders, and the 
media in an alpine winter 
environment. It gives a call 
for the Governments to be 
responsive and responsible in the backdrop of falling trust in all kinds of 
institutions and uncertain global economy. 

 The global economy 
faces an array of risks from 
natural disasters related to 
climate change to 
increasingly sophisticated 
cyber attack. This is the first 
time that an environmental 
concern has topped the list 
of WEF’s Report. 

 Economic issues 
remained high on the list of 
concerns too including the 
scale of slowdown in China, 
high unemployment levels 
in many countries and the 
impact of low oil prices on 
the budgets of oil exporters. 

 Mr. Modi’s Start-Up India also caught the attention of the world. 
India was the key topic at the World Economic Forum’s Annual 
Meeting 2017. 
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Detail Analysis of the Event: 
 

 There is a significance of events like this because in United Nations, 
there are Governments talking to each other but here in addition to 
Governments, there are businesses and other stakeholders in the 
society who also share their ideas and a new perspective is there to 
an issue. For example; in Davos this year, the underlying thrust was 
that in addition to discussing the features of globalization, there 
were also discussions on logic of globalization that is how it has put 
an impact on the world. There was Chinese Premier talking about 
global free trade. 80% of the people of US and Europe have seen 
their incomes stagnate over the last 20 years as per statistics and 
incomes in India and China have doubled or tripled. 

 The theme of this year’s meeting was Responsive and 
Responsible Leadership. There is a high level of anxiety in the 
west but in the east and countries of South East Asia, there is 
optimism for the market situation. Asia is supposed to have 2/3rd 
of global GDP by 2030. The West has to adjust to this shift. India is 
at the forefront of this shift in many ways. India is moving very fast 
towards digital economy. With demonetization and the digital 
economy that is being pushed by the Government  at this point of 
time, India is expected to have a digital society sooner than the 
West. 

 There was a clear importance given to those issues which have to be 
dealt in an integrated manner like Brexit or new US President 
and his policies, migration issues, conflicts in global landscape that 
are having roots in social and economic spheres etc. There are 
reactions and responses because the centre of economic activity is 
shifting to Asia. Europe and North America are not in a position 
today to act as an engine of economic growth and development at 
the global level. Production, manufacturing, trade and  investment 
are far better organized at the global level than in the past. This 
signifies interdependence of countries on each other. 

 On one hand, United Kingdom is disintegrating from Europe and 
on the other hand, it wants to interact on an individual basis with 
the rest of the world. Such a policy can be followed but given the 
global supply chain, interdependence, capital, technology, skills and 
resources can hinder it. After 1950s, the system of global rules that 
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were created enabled the G-7 to set the global agenda. That was the 
time when European nations had 50% of global GDP. But now the 
situation is different as Asia is becoming the centre of economic 
activities. 

 In case of climate change, US does not seem to be much serious but 
India and China are taking this issue seriously and making serious 
efforts towards it as well. These two countries are trying to set up 
their own models rather than following the West. 

 

About World Economic Forum (WEF) 
 

The World Economic Forum is a 
Swiss nonprofit foundation, 
Cologny, Canton of geneva. 
Recognized by the Swiss 
authorities as an international 
body, its mission is cited as 
"committed to improving the 
state of the world by engaging 
business, political, academic, and 
other leaders of society to shape 
global, regional, and industry 
agendas". 

 The forum was founded in 1971 by Klaus Schwab, a German-born 
business professor at the University of Geneva. First named the 
"European Management Forum", it changed its name to the World 
Economic Forum in 1987 and sought to broaden its vision to 
include providing a platform for resolving international conflicts. 

 In the summer of 1971, Schwab invited 444 executives from 
Western European firms to the first European Management 
Symposium held in the Davos Congress Centre under the patronage 
of the European Commission and European industrial associations, 
where Schwab sought to introduce European firms to American 
management practices. He then founded the WEF as a nonprofit 
organization based in Geneva and drew European business leaders 
to Davos for the annual meetings each January. 

 Political leaders soon began to use the annual meeting as a neutral 
platform. The Davos Declaration was signed in 1988 by Greece and 
Turkey, helping them turn back from the brink of war. In 1992, 
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South African President F. W. de Klerk met with Nelson Mandela 
and Chief Mangosuthu Buthelezi at the annual meeting, their first 
joint appearance outside South Africa. At the 1994 annual meeting, 
Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon Peres and PLO chairman Yasser 
Arafat reached a draft agreement on Gaza and Jericho. 

 The Forum is best known for its annual meeting at the end of 
January in Davos, a mountain resort in Graubünden, in the 
eastern Alps region of Switzerland. The meeting brings together 
some 2,500 top business leaders, international political 
leaders, economists, and journalists for up to four days to discuss 
the most pressing issues facing the world. Often this location alone 
is used to identify meetings, participation, and participants with 
such phrases as, "a Davos panel" and "a Davos Man". 

 The organization also convenes some six to eight regional meetings 
each year in locations across Africa, East Asia and Latin America, as 
well as undertaking two further annual meetings in China and the 
United Arab Emirates. Beside meetings, the foundation produces a 
series of research reports and engages its members in sector specific 
initiatives. 

 

SEVEN NEW COUNTRIES JOIN BEPS 

AGREEMENT 

Seven new countries Lithuania, 
Gabon, Hungary, Indonesia, 
Malta, Mauritius and Russia – 
have signed Multilateral 
Competent Authority 
Agreement for Country-by-
Country Reporting (CbC 
MCAA). With this, the total 
number of signatories has 
increased to 57 including India 
(signed in May 2015). CbC 
MCAA is a tax co-operation 
agreement to enable automatic 
sharing of country-by-country 
information. 
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About CbC MCAA 
 

The CbC MCAA aims to boost 
transparency by multinational 
enterprises (MNEs) by allowing 
signatories to bilaterally and 
automatically exchange country-
by-country reports. 

 This exchange of information 
is facilitated as part of Action 13 of 
the base erosion and profit 
shifting (BEPS) Action Plan 
adopted by the OECD and G20 
countries in 2013. 

 The agreement will help to ensure that tax administrations obtain 
better understanding of how MNEs structure their operations and 
also ensure that the confidentiality and appropriate use of such 
information is safeguarded. 

 

UN SECURITY COUNCIL APPROVES RUSSIAN-

DRAFTED RESOLUTION ON SYRIA CEASEFIRE 

United Nations Security 
Council (UNSC) 
unanimously passed a 
Russian-drafted resolution 
2336 (2016) that seeks to 
end violence in Syria via a 
nationwide ceasefire 
between the government 
and rebels. 

The resolution adopted on 
31 December 2016 also 
seeks to start a political 
process in the war-torn 
Middle Eastern country. 
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Highlights of the resolution 

 It calls for rapid and safe delivery of humanitarian aid across Syria. 

 It calls for a meet of 
the Syrian 
government and 
representative of 
opposition in Astana, 
the capital of 
Kazakhstan, in 
January 2017. 

 The text also stresses 
on fully 
implementing 
relevant Security 
Council resolutions, 
namely particularly 
2254 (2015) and 
2268 (2016), which 
endorses an inclusive 
and Syrian-led 
political process 
based on the Geneva 
Communiqué of 30 
June 2012. This 
implementation is the 
only sustainable 
solution to the current Syrian crisis, which is in its sixth year. 

 This adoption of resolution also expressed its support to the efforts 
of Russia and Turkey to end the nearly six-year conflict in the Syria 
and launching a political process. 

 Besides, the members of the council also said that the Astana 
meeting is an important step in the process toward the 
reconciliation of the Syrian conflict. 
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Expectations from deputy ambassadors of US and 

Britain 

• US deputy ambassador to the UN Michelle Sison: the truce 
should be observed across Syria 

• British deputy UN envoy Peter Wilson: A system is required 
to independently monitor the ceasefire. 

• On the other hand, Vitaly Churkin, the Russian envoy to UN praised 
the role of Turkey in reaching the ceasefire agreement. He also 
thanked all members of the council for their contribution to the 
peace process in Syria. 

Comment by Rebel groups 

• The rebel groups in Syria said 
that they would consider the 
Russia-Turkey brokered 
resolution as null and void if 
the government forces and 
their allies continue to violate 
it. 

• The drafted resolution was 
officially presented to UNSC 
on 30 December 2016, a day 
after Russia sent the texts to 
the UN body of two 
agreements signed between 
the government of Syria and seven armed opposition groups. 

• Diplomatic voices engaged in the process, as well as the rebel 
groups involved, have suggested that this Russian-brokered 
ceasefire deal would succeed. It would succeed, even previous 
ceasefire initiatives undertaken in 2016 by the UN or the US 
collapsed, because this ceasefire came up after a commitment by 
both Bashar al-Assad and that the Syrian leader. The two sides had 
agreed on the implementation of the agreement with President 
Vladimir Putin. 
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Comment 

• The ceasefire between the Syrian government forces and rebel 
groups will act guarantors. The deal includes a large number of 
rebel groups but not any terrorist organisation like Islamic State, or 
the Kurdish YPG. 

• This agreement on the resolution of the Syrian conflict has a chance 
to reach a political settlement that would help in ending the 
bloodshed and establish the future of the country. 

Syrian Conflict 

• The Syrian conflict that began in form of Arab uprising against 
President Bashar al-Assad in March 2011 has resulted in the killing 
of at least 3 lakh people and displacement of numerous. 
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• The Syrian government has since then refused efforts to negotiate 
with what it describes as armed terrorist groups. 

• The war is being fought by several factions: the Syrian Government 
and its various supporters, a loose alliance of Sunni Arab rebel 
groups (including the Free Syrian Army), the majority-Kurdish 
Syrian Democratic Forces, Salafi jihadist groups (including al-Nusra 
Front) who often co-operate with the Sunni rebels, and the Islamic 
State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL). The factions receive substantial 
support from foreign actors, leading many to label the conflict a 
proxy war waged by both regional and global powers. 

• In the north, Syrian government forces largely withdrew to fight the 
FSA, allowing the Kurdish YPG to move in and proclaim de facto 
autonomy. In 2015 the YPG joined forces with Arab, Assyrian, 
Armenian and some Turkmen groups, forming the Syrian 
Democratic Forces (SDF), while most Turkmen groups remained 
with the FSA. 

• International organizations have accused the Syrian government, 
ISIL and rebel groups of severe human rights violations and of 
many massacres. The conflict has caused a refugee crisis. Over the 
course of the war a number of peace initiatives have been launched, 
including the Geneva Syria peace talks led by the United Nations, 
but fighting continues. 
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