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The Congress on Wednesday
labelled the GDP numbers
put out by the government as
“highly suspect” and said
they could dent India’s
global credibility. Finance
Minister Arun Jaitley, how-
ever, defended the numbers,
saying that they belied the
claims that demonetisation
would have a strong adverse
effect on the economy.

Accusing Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Union
Finance Minister Arun Jaitley
of “misleading” the public,
Congress spokesperson
Anand Sharma said the GDP
numbers released by the
Central Statistics Office (CSO)
have not factored in the ad-
verse impact of demonetisa-
tion, including losses in jobs
and production. The govern-
ment should address the real
problems and stop its ‘pro-

pagandists’ from ‘premature
celebrations and misplaced
euphoria’, Mr. Sharma said.

He charged that the PM
and the Finance Minister “re-
main in denial to further
their narrow political agenda
for short-term benefits and
are not addressing the real
issues.”

However, Mr. Jaitley on
Wednesday said the GDP fig-

ures released by the CSO on
Tuesday which showed that
the economy grew at a relat-
ively strong 7% in the third
quarter of the financial year,
had taken the effect of de-
monetisation into account.

“Third quarter was sub-
stantially impacted by de-
monetisation. It admittedly
had led to a squeeze of cur-
rency,” Mr. Jaitley told re-

porters. “The GDP number
belies exaggerated claims by
many that the rural sector
was in distress and shows
that agriculture growth was
at a record high.”

GDP igures highly suspect: Cong.
CSO report has taken the efect of demonetisation into account, says Finance Minister Arun Jaitley

Special Correspondent
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Pollution unchecked: This ile photo shows sewage being let
into the Ganga at Krishna Ghat in Patna. RANJEET KUMAR

The government is unlikely
to be able to clean the
Ganga by 2018, a target set
by Water Resources Minister
Uma Bharti. Key reasons, ac-
cording to sources in the
Water Ministry, include “un-
reasonable” directions by
the National Green Tribunal
(NGT) questioning the oper-
ating capacity of sewage
treatment plants in Uttar
Pradesh and a delay in clear-
ances by State governments
to execute projects.

According to a senior offi-
cial, work at developing the
sewage treatment plants
(STPs) in Uttar Pradesh had
stopped because different
expert groups, tasked by the
court to estimate the sewage
in the drains, had conflict-
ing figures. These estimates
are necessary to determine
the processing capacity of a
treatment plant.

“STPs of certain sizes are
commissioned based on
studies of how sewage var-
ies daily, existing oxygen
levels and several other cri-
teria…There’s a scientific
process to it,” said the offi-
cial, who is closely involved
with commissioning plants.
“But when this process is
questioned and we are back
to basics, it cannot function.

The deadline [to clean
Ganga by 2018] cannot be
met in this way.”

Ever since the Supreme
Court had transferred 30-
year-old cases, which dealt
with the tardiness in clean-
ing the Ganga, to the NGT, it
has routinely pulled up offi-
cials in the Central Pollution
Control Board and the
Union Ministry of Water Re-
sources and Ganga Rejuven-
ation, and the Uttar Pradesh
State Water Board, for
poorly executing projects.
The NGT has fined officials
for inaccurate information
on the 30 drains in the State
and “wasting public
money” on commissioning
projects that didn’t properly
account for the pollution
load in the city. It has also
tasked the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) with
probing how certain pro-
jects were cleared by the Ut-
tar Pradesh Jal Nigam in
Garhmukteshwar.

Out of a ₹20,000-crore
clean-up programme, only
₹2,000 crore has been sanc-
tioned to the National Mis-
sion for Clean Ganga, the ex-
ecutive authority tasked
with commissioning treat-
ment plants, cleaning and
beautifying the ghats and
setting up improved cremat-
oria.

Ganga unlikely to be
cleaned up by 2018
Oicials fault green tribunal’s orders

Jacob Koshy

New Delhi

Starting afresh:Girls arrive for class on the irst day of school after the winter break in Srinagar onWednesday. Classes have
resumed after ninemonths. NISSAR AHMAD (REPORT ON PAGE 10)
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School is in

The government on Wed-
nesday notified the law
making it a criminal of-
fence to possess more than
a certain number of the old
₹500 and ₹1,000 notes.
The Specified Bank Notes
(Cessation of Liabilities)
Act, 2017, was passed by
Parliament in February
and received President
Pranab Mukherjee’s ap-
proval on February 27.

Now, possessing more
than 10 pieces of old notes
by individuals and more
than 25 pieces for study, re-
search or numismatics pur-
poses would attract a fine
of ₹10,000 or five times the
value of the cash held,
whichever is higher.

Keeping over
10 old notes
to attract ine
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI
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Mocking economists,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said on Wednesday
that “hard work is more
powerful than Harvard,” as
the latest GDP data
showed demonetisation
did not affect growth rate.
He was speaking at an elec-
tion rally at Maharajganj in
Uttar Pradesh. � page 10

PM: Hard work
beats Harvard

Manufacturing activity ex-
panded in February as
compared with January,
with data showing an in-
crease in new orders, ac-
cording to a private sector
survey. � PAGE 13

Factory output
grows in Feb.
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Trinamool to nominate
Manish Gupta for RS
KOLKATA

Bureaucrat-turned-politician
Manish Gupta is the
Trinamool Congress’
candidate for the Rajya Sabha
elections scheduled later this
month. The decision was
taken at the party’s core
committeemeeting chaired
by Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee onWednesday

EAST � PAGE 3
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Meal for ₹5 to the urban
poor inM.P. budget
BHOPAL

Meal for ₹5 to the urban
poor, pension to widows and
Seventh Pay Commission
beneits to employees were
key highlights of Madhya
Pradesh’s Budget for 2017-
2018 presented in the
Assembly onWednesday.
FinanceMinister Jayant
Malaiya presented a
₹1,85,564.27-crore budget.

NORTH � PAGE 2
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Breaking his silence on the
murder of Indian engineer
Srinivas Kuchibhotla in Kan-
sas last week, U.S. President
Donald Trump said on
Tuesday that the country
was united in condemning
it.

Clubbing the violence
against Indians with the ra-
cial attacks on blacks and
Jews, he said: “As we mark
the conclusion of our celeb-
ration of Black History
Month, we are reminded of
our nation’s path toward
civil rights and the work
that still remains. Recent
threats targeting Jewish
community centres and
vandalism of Jewish
cemeteries, as well as last
week’s shooting in Kansas
City, remind us that while
we may be a nation divided
on policies, we are a coun-
try that stands united in
condemning hate and evil
in all its forms.”

Message of unity
“I am here tonight to deliver
a message of unity and
strength, and it is a message
deeply delivered from my
heart,” he said in his first
address to the U.S.
Congress.

Earlier on Tuesday, Ian
Grillot, the 24-year-old
white American who defen-
ded Kuchibhotla and his
friend Alok Madasani in a
bar in Olathe, Kansas, had
urged President Trump to
speak up on the issue.

“I would like to hear him
address it because it is a

very sensitive subject right
now,” he said in a TV
interview.

India hails stand
PTI adds from New Delhi:
The approach of U.S. au-
thorities to the killing of an
Indian techie is very clear
and categorical, India said
on Wednesday, after Presid-
ent Donald Trump con-
demned as “evil” and
“hate” the Kansas shooting.

External Affairs Ministry
spokesperson Gopal Baglay
said the safety of Indians all
over the world was a matter
of top priority for the gov-
ernment and it would re-
main engaged with all au-
thorities concerned
“everywhere”. He was
replying to a question on
whether Foreign Secretary
S. Jaishankar, currently in
Washington, is going to
raise the killing of the In-
dian engineer in Kansas and
Mr. Trump’s condemnation
of it.

The approach of U.S. au-
thorities to the killing of an
Indian engineer is very
clear and categorical, Mr.
Baglay said.

Trump condemns
Kansas shooting
‘Country united in condemning hate’

Varghese K. George

Washington

Donald Trump addresses a
joint session of the U.S.
Congress. AFP

FREE TRADE SHOULD BE FAIR

TOO, SAYS TRUMP � PAGE 12

“I had one experience where
a shopkeeper said to me that
I wouldn’t be able to explain
what we needed and that I
should instead send the boys
from our college,” Aanchal

Saxena, a member of the
only all-girls team in Asia to
compete in the Shell Eco
Marathon in Singapore said.

The competition, to take
place later this month,
brings together undergradu-
ate teams from across Asia

to race their prototype en-
ergy-efficient cars. One of
these is Team Panthera,
from the Indira Gandhi Delhi
Technical University for
Womenall between 18 and 21
years of age.

Girl geeks all set to race a car
TCA Sharad Raghavan

NEW DELHI

DETAILS � PAGE 7
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Bihar ruckus over
Minister’s comment
PATNA

A Bihar Minister has been
caught on camera asking a
crowd at a note ban protest
to hit with shoes the
photograph of PrimeMinister
Narendra Modi, sparking
condemnation and kicking up
a ruckus in the State
Legislature. BJPmembers
staged a protest in the
Assembly onWednesday
demanding sacking of
Minister Abdul Jalil Mastan.
NORTH � PAGE 2
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DELHI Timings

Thursday, March 02

RISE 06:45 SET 18:22

RISE 09:16 SET 22:16

Friday, March 03

RISE 06:44 SET 18:22

RISE 09:59 SET 23:20

Saturday, March 04

RISE 06:43 SET 18:23

RISE 10:45 SET 00:00

HC issues bailable
warrant against Azam
LUCKNOW

The Allahabad High Court on
Wednesday issued a bailable
warrant against Minister
Azam Khan after he did not
appear in a case related to
the Uttar Pradesh Jal Nigam
which he heads. The Lucknow
bench of the Allahabad High
Court ordered issue of the
warrant against Mr. Khan on a
service petition filed by the
UP Jal Nigam in 2013. PTI

IN BRIEF

PIL filed against
Bihar IAS officers
PATNA

A PIL was on Wednesday filed
in the Patna High Court
seeking action against the
state’s IAS officers for
forming a human chain in
front of the Raj Bhawan
violating laws. PTI

Temple, houses gutted
in Kishtwar district
JAMMU

A temple and four houses
were gutted after a massive
fire broke out in Dangar Nalla
area of Kishtwar district here,
the police said on Wednesday.
The fire broke out from a
temple around 8:15 p.m.on
Tuesday, Kishtwar SSP
Sandeep Wazir said. PTI

As part of a unique drive to
celebrate the birth of daugh-
ters, parents of newborn
girls in Sriganganagar dis-
trict of Rajasthan have
planted five saplings each at
public places. The parents
also pledged to raise the sap-
lings along with their
daughters.

The district administra-
tion, which dedicated this
year’s Republic Day celebra-
tions to the girl child, invited
the parents of girls born in
the last two months to join
the campaign, which was
launched under the Beti
Bachao, Beti Padhao
Abhiyan.

As a result, over 5,000
saplings have been planted
in the district, including
3,078 planted during the
January 26 celebrations.

Awareness up
With child sex ratio of 854
girls against 1,000 boys,
Sriganganagar was counted

among the districts with low-
est gender ratio in the 2011
census. However, awareness
about child sex ratio has in-
creased among villagers
thanks to the new initiative.

In January, 1,475 girls were
born in the district against
1,460 boys, said Srigan-
ganagar Chief Medical and
Health Officer Naresh
Bansal. The figures during
October to December 2016

were 4,410 girls born against
4,689 boys.

“Each time a girl is born
in the village, it’s time to go
green. Such is the awareness
level among villagers, they
take the newborns to the
plantation venue and celeb-
rate,” Manjubala, a resident
of Shamgarh village at Rais-
inghnagar tehsil, told The

Hindu. She planted five sap-
lings of fruit-bearing trees in

the government school to
mark the birth of her daugh-
ter Vishakha.

Padampur Block Develop-
ment Officer Shazia Tabas-
sum said the saplings are
provided by the district ad-
ministration and the plants
are maintained jointly by the
girls’ families and govern-
ment officials. Places such as
schools, anganwadi centres,
panchayat offices, parks,
government buildings and
roadsides are selected for
plantation.

Ms. Tabassum told The

Hindu that the plantation,
undertaken almost once a
week, serves the dual pur-
pose of promoting the girl
child and protecting the en-
vironment. A total of 1,024
saplings have been planted
so far at Padampur block.

The administration has
roped in all the departments
as well as officials of 336 vil-
lage panchayats in the drive,
besides asking primary
health centres and hospitals
to take part in the campaign.

Unique drive to celebrate birth of daughters
Parents in Sriganganagar plant saplings at public places; child sex ratio up in district

Mohammed Iqbal

Jaipur

“Each time a girl is born in the village, it’s time to go green.”

A Bihar Minister has been
caught on camera asking a
crowd at a note ban protest
to hit with shoes the photo-
graph of Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi, sparking con-
demnation and kicking up a
ruckus in the State
Legislature.

BJP members staged a
protest in the Assembly on
Wednesday demanding sack-
ing of the Congress Minister
Abdul Jalil Mastan, who was
present in the House, and re-
gistration of a sedition case
against him.

CM flays action
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar
condemned his colleague’s
action caught on video that
was telecast on a local TV
channel on Tuesday while
the Congress and Mr. Mastan
expressed regret.

However, this did not sat-
isfy the BJP whose members
forced adjournment of both
the Houses till 2 P.M. over
the issue and subsequent ad-
journment for the day.

The video is of a gathering
at the Amour Assembly con-
stituency of Mr. Mastan in
Purnea district that was con-

vened on February 22 to
protest against demonetisa-
tion and for “failing to end”
the resultant woes.

In the video, Mr. Mastan,
who is the State’s Excise and
Prohibition Minister, was
heard telling the crowd that
it was the Prime Minister
who had said that if he failed
to end people’s woes within
50 days of demonetisation,
he was prepared to face any
punishment.

The video shows the MLA
purportedly telling the

people to hit the Prime Min-
ister’s photograph with
shoes. A few supporters then
hit the photograph of Mr.
Narendra Modi kept on a
chair on the stage with shoes
when the Minister was
present on the dais.

‘Sack Mastan’
“One can have ideological
differences. But, the Consti-
tution does not allow a per-
son, who is a minister in a
state, to incite a crowd and
to humiliate a Prime Minister

in this manner,” senior BJP
leader Sushil Modi told PTI.

“If Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar has any morality he
should immediately sack
Mastan from Cabinet,” he
added.

State Congress president
and Minister Ashok Choud-
hary told reporters that his
party was against making
“uncharitable comments”
on people holding Constitu-
tional posts.

Mr. Mastan, escorted by
Mr. Choudhary, later ex-
pressed regret for his
comment.

“If my utterances have
hurt anybody I express re-
gret,” Mr. Mastan told
reporters.

When his reaction was
sought over the Minister’s ut-
terances, Mr. Kumar told re-
porters, “It’s wrong to make
uncharitable comments.”

As the House reconvened
in the Assembly, leader of
opposition Prem Kumar
raised the issue and deman-
ded immediate sacking of
Mr. Mastan and registration
of sedition case against him.

Led by Sushil Kumar
Modi, BJP members forced
adjournment of the Council
too over the issue.

Minister’s comment sparks
uproar in Bihar Houses
He was caught in video asking a crowd to hit PM photo with shoes

Up in arms: BJP legislators staging a demonstration at the
Bihar Assembly in Patna onWednesday. PTI

Press Trust of India

Patna

The J&K High Court has
ordered the formation of
special teams of lawyers to
submit status reports of the
major road projects in the
Kashmir Valley.

The move follows a Public
Interest Litigation (PIL) filed
by a civil society group to
highlight the condition of
roads in the State.

A division bench compris-
ing Justice Ramalingam Sud-
hakar and Justice Tashi Rab-
stan on Tuesday empowered
these teams of lawyers to
“oversee and inspect the
condition of various roads in
the Valley.”

Commuters hit
“The court will be informed
properly through these
teams,” the court observed
while hearing a PIL filed by
the civil society, Tral, in
south Kashmir.

The PIL highlighted the
inconvenience caused to
commuters on a daily basis
on the national highway in
south Kashmir.

A team of three lawyers,
G.N. Sofi, Ashiq Hussain and
Rizwan Bhat, will monitor
both the Srinagar-Banihal
and the Srinagar-Baramulla
stretches.

“One officer from each
RAMKY Infrastructure and
the National Highway Au-
thority of India (NHAI) will
report to the court by the
next date along with photo-
graphs (of the stretches),”
the division bench held.

Two lawyers, Bhat Fayaz
and Asif Ali, have been em-
powered to “inspect the
Srinagar to Sonamarg up-
gradation being carried out
by the NHAI.”

As for the Bandipora-
Sumbal road, which has
been taken up by the Border
Roads Organisation (BRO),
Bhat Fayaz and N A Malik

will oversee the work. Simil-
arly, the Srinagar-Sopore
route will be supervised by
lawyers B.A. Zargar and
Shafkat Nazir.

Four-lane highway
The court move comes as
the 67-km four-lane of the
Srinagar-Banihal highway,
commissioned by the NHAI
to RAMKY in 2011, failed to
meet the deadlines set for
year 2014, 2015 and 2016.

The J&K’s Inspector Gen-
eral of Police, Traffic, attrib-
uted “the traffic mess to the
dilapidated roads” in its re-
port submitted to the court.

Civil society group had moved HC on condition of roads

Peerzada Ashiq

Srinagar

The court move comes after the Srinagar-Banihal highway
failed tomeet deadlines. FILE PHOTO NISSAR AHMAD

J&K court forms teams to
monitor road projects

Meal for ₹5 to the urban
poor, pension to widows
and Seventh Pay Commis-
sion benefits to employees
were key highlights of Mad-
hya Pradesh’s Budget for
2017-2018 presented in the
Assembly on Wednesday.

Finance Minister Jayant
Malaiya presented a
₹1,85,564.27-crore budget,
which goes to the polls in
2018, with a revenue surplus
of ₹4596.40 crore

He hiked VAT on aviation
turbine fuel (ATF) sold for
fuelling at Indore and Bho-
pal airports, thus making
the air travel dearer from

these two cities.
“The State has remained

a revenue surplus state since
2004-05 and the same situ-

ation is expected to continue
in 2017-18. The fiscal deficit
for 2017-18 is estimated to be
₹25688.97 crore, which is
within the 3.5 per cent limit
prescribed under the Mad-
hya Pradesh Fiscal Respons-
ibility and Budget Manage-
ment Act, 2005,” said Mr.
Malaiya, presenting his fifth
Budget. “State Government
employees will get the bene-
fit of the Seventh Pay Com-
mission from Jan 1, 2016,
and will be paid hiked salar-
ies from July 2017,” he said.

Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan later an-
nounced that meal will be
provided to the poor for Rs 5
initially in four major cities.

Meal for ₹5 to urban poor
in Madhya Pradesh budget
Sops for widows, government employees announced

Press Trust of India

Bhopal

FinanceMinister Jayant
Malaiya presenting the
budget in the Assembly in
Bhopal onWednesday.

A.M.FARUQUI

Himachal Pradesh Governor
Acharya Dev Vrat said the
government had fulfilled
most of the promises it had
made in its manifesto.

Addressing the Budget
session of the assembly here
on Wednesday, he said top
priority had been given to
the health and education
sectors. The number of edu-
cational institutions had
seen a quantum jump with a
clear focus on accessibility
and equity.

The government has up-
graded 154 middle schools
and 109 high schools and
had opened 17 new degree
colleges, he said.

Toilet facilities
More than 10,000 laptops
had also been distributed to
meritorious students and
toilet and drinking water fa-
cilities had been provided in

more than 90% of schools,
he added. The State has one
of the best school enrol-
ments (99%) in the age
group 6 to 14 years and a
minimum dropout rate at
primary schools.

He said the government
had strengthened health
services by appointing doc-
tors, specialists and nurses
in all government hospitals.
Under the National Health
Mission many posts have
been filled and new PHCs
and CHCs have been
opened in various places.
The government had re-
leased ₹115 crore for new
medical colleges coming up
at Nahan, Hamirpur and
Chamba and has also taken
over an ESI hospital at
Mandi. A budgetry provi-
sion of ₹68 crore had been
kept for providing 56 drugs
and 10 consumable free of
cost in all health institu-
tions, Mr Vrat said.

Govt has fulilled most

promises: HP Governor
Top priority to health, education
Staff Correspondent

Shimla
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Assam to connect each
panchayat with Internet
GUWAHATI

The Assam government on
Wednesday said it is planning
to connect each panchayat of
the State with Internet
facility by the end of next
financial year. “We want to
take Internet connectivity to
each panchayat by next
fiscal. Then we will expand it
to each revenue village and
then to every household,”
Information Technology
Minister Keshab Mahanta said
in the Assembly.
“Pilot projects are on in
Khetri and Majuli
panchayats...will be
expanded to new areas,”
Mahanta said. PTI

IN BRIEF

“Swachh Shakti Saptah”
campaign launched
GANGTOK

The Rural Management and
Development Department on
Wednesday started a week-
long campaign titled “Swachh
Shakti Saptah” to emphasize
on active involvement of
women in the Swachh Bharat
Mission.
The Department has lined up
various events leading up to
March 8, the International
Women’s Day, said the
Secretary RM&DD, D R Nepal.
PTI

Girls sexually harassed
during medical test
AIZAWL

A case was registered against
the director of a private
nursing school here for
allegedly sexually harassing
several girls during their
medical test before
admission, the police said on
Wednesday. The case was
lodged after 14 girls, all first
year students of the institute,
lodged an FIR against its
directorat Bawngkawn police
station here last evening. The
alleged molestation took
place in September when
they sought admission in the
institute, the police said. PTI

Two minor girls rescued,
accused absconding
RANGIA

Two minor girls were rescued
and two human traffickers
arrested in lower Assam’s
Rangia in Kamrup district, the
police said on Wednesday.
Acting on a tip off, police
officer Amar Ghosh rescued
the two girls from two human
traffickers attempting to take
the girls to Delhi from
Rangapara in Sonitpur district
via Rangia station yesterday,
the police said.
The two human traffickers
were identified as Rocky
Kumar and Shyama Karmakar
of Dhula Padun tea estate and
Secha tea estate,
respectively, near Rangapara
under Sonitpur district, the
source said.
According to police both the
minor girls were from
Mainajuli tea estate under
Sonitpur district. PTI

Bureaucrat-turned-politician
Manish Gupta is the Trin-
amool Congress’ candidate
for the Rajya Sabha election
scheduled later this month.

The decision was taken at
the party’s core committee
meeting chaired by Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee
on Wednesday.

Ex-Chief Secretary
Mr. Gupta, who was the
former Chief Secretary of
West Bengal, had joined the
Trinamool Congress in 2011
and contested from the Jada-
vpur Assembly constituency
against former Chief Minis-
ter Buddhadeb Bhattachar-
jee. He defeated the CPI(M)
leader in 2011 by a margin of
over 16,600 votes.

He held the portfolio of
Development and Planning
along with Power in the first
term of the TMC government
between 2011 and 2016.

Mr. Gupta, however lost
the polls in 2016 election to
CPI(M) nominee Sujan
Chakraborty.

The 74-year-old politician,
however, was nominated to a
number of committees of the

government by the Chief
Minister.

Recently, TMC MP and
matinee idol Mithun
Chakraborty tendered his
resignation from the Rajya
Sabha citing health reasons.

Mr. Gupta will fill up the va-
cancy created with the resig-
nation of Mr Chakraborty.

Another announcement
Another announcement
made after the core commit-
tee meeting was that TMC
leader Chandrima Bhat-
tacharya will contest from
the Kanthi Dakshin As-
sembly seat. The seat was
left vacant by Dibyendu Ad-
hikari. Mr Adhikari con-
tested and won the Lok
Sabha elections from Tam-
luk Lok Sabha seat on a TMC
ticket in the same district
last year.

Ms. Bhattacharya also lost
the 2016 Assembly polls. She
contested from the Dum
Dum North Assembly seat
and lost to CPI(M)’s Tanmoy
Bhattacharya. She had held
the portfolio of Minister of
State for Health and Law and
Judicial Affairs during the
first term of the TMC
government.

Trinamool to nominate
Manish Gupta to Rajya Sabha
Mithun Chakraborty had resigned from Upper House citing health reasons

Old and new:Mithun Chakraborty andManish Gupta.

Special Correspondent

Kolkata

The impasse between the
clerical staff and the
Koraput District Collector
continued on Wednesday as
the government clerks of the
district went on with their
pen down agitation and
dharna.

The Koraput Collector on
Tuesday reinstated 11 clerks,
who had earlier been sus-
pended. But the district ad-
ministration transferred 13
clerks, including the 11, from
their recent place of posting.

The tussle
The agitating clerks are de-
manding that the Collector
revoke the transfers along
with the suspension orders.
The Koraput district units of
the Odisha Revenue Minis-
terial Staff Association and
the Odisha Ministerial Staff

Association have joined
hands for the agitation. They
have threatened to extend
their pen down agitation
throughout the State if their
demands are not fulfilled.

The tussle between the
clerical staff and the Col-
lector in Koraput district
was sparked off by the sus-
pension of a junior clerk,
Krushna Chandra Pradhan,
in connection with an incid-
ent of grant of permission
for the landing of a heli-
copter of Union Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan at
Borigumma in Koraput dis-
trict on February 13 during
the panchayat election
campaign.

Nomeeting
The employees associations
had protested the suspen-
sion and the clerical staff
had started a pen down agit-

ation in Koraput district
from Feb 21. This had led to
suspension of 10 more clerks
and transfer of two leaders
of their association.

According to Koraput unit
of the Odisha Ministerial
Staff Association president,
P. K. Nayak, despite the im-
passe due to the agitation,
the district collector had not
yet preferred to hold discus-
sions with the agitating staff.
“We will continue with our
pen down agitation and
dharna till the suspension
and the transfer orders are
revoked simultaneously,”
said Mr. Nayak.

He added that the Odisha
Karmachari Sangram Samity
had also extended its solid-
arity to the agitation of
clerks.

Meanwhile, BJP leaders
met the Governor regarding
the impasse.

‘Collector should revoke suspension, transfer orders’

Staff Reporter

BERHAMPUR

Govt clerks continue their
agitation in Koraput

The Tara Tarini hill shrine
would be made completely
polythene-free during the
annual Chaitra festival celeb-
rated on Tuesdays of the
Hindu month of Chaitra.

This year the festival
would be celebrated at the
famous hill shrine on five
Tuesdays that fall on March
14, 21, 28 as well as April 4
and 11.

Thousands of devotees
are expected to throng the
hill shrine on these days.
Cleaning up of the hill shrine
ahead of the Chaitra festival
was formally started on
Wednesday.

Cleaning up started
Senior officials of adminis-
tration, including the district
collector and authorities of
the Tara Tarini Development
Board (TTDB), took part in
the cleaning process.

Cleaning of the hill shrine

was started from the foothill
and in the coming days the
whole hill is expected to be
cleaned up.

TTDB secretary Pramod
Panda said it has been de-
cided to make the hill shrine
completely polythene-free
during the festival.

All shops at the foothill
and the hilltop have been in-
formed about the perils of
polythene use. All visitors to

the hill shrine would also be
requested to refrain from
throwing polythene bags
and other non-biodegrad-
able materials in the hill
shrine region. The local teh-
sildar has been tasked to en-
sure minimal use of poly-
thene at the hill shrine.

To avoid traffic jam
During Tuesdays of the
Chaitra festival, ten buses

would be provided by TTDB
for transportation of de-
votees to the hilltop through
the ghat road. Ticket for the
to-and-fro journey would be
₹ 50 per passenger. Except
for these buses and a few
vehicles used for official pur-
poses, no other vehicle
would be allowed to travel to
the hilltop.

This is being done to
avoid traffic congestion on
the ghat road during the fest-
ival days. A ropeway and tra-
ditional steps also lead to the
top of the hill shrine.

It has also been decided
that the irrigation depart-
ment would release some
water from the barrages in
the Surada area so that the
Rushikulya river at the foot-
hill contains adequate water
for the bathing of the de-
votees on Tuesdays of the
Chaitra festival.

On these days, three tem-
porary medical centres
would be opened at Tara
Tarini.

Hill shrine to bemade polythene-free
Devotees in Berhampur will be asked to refrain from bringing bags to the temple

Staff Reporter

BERHAMPUR

Tara Tarini shrine is ready for Chaitra festival.

Left red-faced after a party
leader was arrested by the
CID in a child trafficking
case, the State BJP leaders
on Wednesday met senior
CBI officers in the city and
urged them to speed up the
probe into the chit fund
scam.

BJP national secretary
Rahul Sinha, State president
Dilip Ghosh and other office

bearers of the party met
senior CBI officials at the
Nizam Palace CGO complex.

New officer
“A new senior CBI officer
joined here today. So wemet
him and requested him to
see that the investigation
into the chit fund scam gains
pace in the days to come.
We have also requested him
to look into the role of some
senior government officials,

who have been accused of
removing evidences in the
scam,” Mr Sinha said.

‘Vendetta politics’
The ruling TMC has time
and again accused the CBI of
being used as a political tool
by the BJP to pursue ‘ven-
detta politics’ against its op-
ponents. The party is facing
flak for the arrest of a wo-
man leader for her alleged
role in child trafficking.

Leaders meet CBI oicials, seek inquiry into oicials’ role

Press Trust of India

Kolkata

Bengal BJP demands faster
probe into chit fund scam

Union Minister Sripada Naik on
Wednesday alleged that the Left
Front government in Tripura has
not shown any interest to the
Centre’s proposal to set up eight
Ayush hospitals in the State.

“We have informed the State
that the Central government
would fund in 90:10 formula for

setting up one Ayush hospital
each for eight districts of the
State, but they did not respond.
We have made repeated requests
to them. If the State government
writes to us for setting up eight
hospitals, we would clear the
project on priority basis,” the
Union Minister of State (Inde-
pendent Charge) of Ayush Min-
istry said.

He said, “The Left Front Gov-

ernment here always alleges that
the Centre was depriving the
State of funds, I would rather say
that even if the Centre is ready to
release funds, they are not ready
to take.”

Mr Naik said the Centre had
allocated ₹4.72 crore for devel-
opment of Ayush in the State,
but despite repeated requests,
the State government “did not”
submit the utilisation certificate.

Centre ready to release funds, they are not ready to take: Minister

Press Trust of India

Agartala

‘Tripura not setting up Ayush hospitals’
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The Communist Party of In-
dia (M) is in league with ji-
hadi groups and the IS in
Kerala in its endeavour to
prevent the growth of the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh(RSS) in the southern
state of Kerala, said Goa
Janadhikar Samiti(GJS), a
wing of the RSS in a memor-
andum to the President of
India.The memorandumwas
released here at a press con-
ference on Wednesday by
members of the GJS led by
state RSS chief Laxman Be-
hare who said that the Left
cadre in Kerala was being
“intolerant” to RSS-BJP
workers, as well as members
of other political outfits.

“It is not a secret that the
hardcore jihadi groups are
now hand in glove with CPI
(M) in preventing growth of
RSS. The arrest of group of
militants with Islamic State
connections IS at the place
of Kanakmala in Kannur dis-

trict reveals that the safest
place for their work in com-
munist stronghold,” said the
memorandum, which was
submitted on Wednesday to
Goa Governor Mridula Sinha
to be forwarded to President
Pranab Mukherjee.

The memorandum fur-
ther said that Kanakmala be-
ing a hill top surrounded by
places of CPI(M) stronghold,
these militants would not

have reached Kanakmala if
the CPI(M) were to be vigil-
ant against terrorism.

“’It is an open secret, that
the CPI(M) sought help of all
jihadi groups to come to
power in Kerala,” the
memorandum said, request-
ing the President to use his
good office to “stop these
politically motivated mur-
derous attacks and establish
peace and amity in Kerala”.

Stop political attacks,
GJS appeals to President
Prakash Kamat

Panaji

Venting ire:Members of The Forum Against Communist
Terror protest against the attacks in Kerala on RSS/BJP
workers at a rally in Mumbai onWednesday. PTI

The Commissioner of Police
Rashmi Shukla has ordered a
probe into complaints by
senior Shiv Sena leader and
MLC Neelam Gorhe that she
has been receiving lewd
messages and threats on her
cell phone.

Ms. Gorhe, who is the
Sena deputy leader in the
Legislative Council, said she
was receiving the messages
since February 21, the day of
civic elections. After ignor-
ing them for a while, she fi-
nally decided to file a
complaint.

“The content of the first
message [on February 21]

was shockingly obscene and
the sender threatened to
shoot me. I blocked that
number on the instructions
of the police, but I found a
second message with a sim-

ilar content on another
phone six days later,” said
Ms. Gorhe, who lives in the
city’s Model Colony area.

Ms. Shukla said the Pune
police had taken serious cog-

nisance of the Sena leader’s
complaint and a team of cy-
ber experts had been set up
to trace the location of the
sender. As of now, the num-
ber was emitting a ‘switched
off’ signal.

“The police have stepped
up my security cover,” said
Ms. Gorhe. “They have as-
signed two women security
personnel, in addition to my
regular security constable.”
She said she had also in-
formed Chief Minister De-
vendra Fadnavis and Sena
president Uddhav Thackeray
of the matter.

Mr. Fadnavis is said to be
personally supervising the
investigation.

Sena leader iles complaint
after getting obscenemessages
Neelam Gorhe was receiving threats since civic elections

Shoumojit Banerjee

Pune

Rashmi Shukla FILE PHOTO

Taking a cue from the
jallikattu agitation in Tamil
Nadu, the Maharashtra gov-
ernment is likely to intro-
duce a Bill seeking to restart
bullock cart racing. The bill
is expected to be presented
in the Budget session of the
Assembly which begins next
week. The preliminary dis-
cussions on the introduction
of the Bill were held in the
Business Advisory Commit-
tee (BAC) meeting held three
days ago. Speaking to report-
ers, Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Girish Bapat said
that Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis had expressed his
readiness to introduce the
Bill in the coming session.

Shiv Sena, the Bharatiya

Janata Party’s ally in the state
goverrnment, has been ag-
gressively raising the issue
for months now. Sena MP
from Pune’s Shirur constitu-
ency, Shivajirao Adhalrao-
Patil had even said that the
party will hold meeting with
Mr. Fadnavis to pursue the

matter. The Sena also held an
agitation in Pune demanding
restart of bullock cart racing.

In a notification issued on
July 11, 2011, bulls were in-
cluded in a category of anim-
als which could not be exhib-
ited or trained for exhibition
as a performing animal.

Alok Deshpande

Mumbai

Racing bullocks being paraded in Maharashtra. FILE PHOTO

State may introduce Bill to
restart bullock cart racingCivic chief to present

vision document
THANE

The Thane Municipal
Commissioner Sanjeev
Jaiswal said on Wednesday
that the budget for 2017-18
will take into consideration
the requirements of the
citizens.“I will present a
vision document for the
next five years for the city,”
he told reporters. PTI

IN BRIEF

Dalit sarpanch killed
in Gujarat
RAJKOT

A Dalit sarpanch in Gujarat’s
Amreli district was allegedly
killed by three people
belonging to a forward
community, police said on
Wednesday. Jaysukh Madhad
(25), the sarpanch of Varasda
village, was attacked late on
Tuesday night by the three
men who had warned him not
to contest the election last
year. PTI

Noted Gujarati playwright
and humourist Padma Shri
Taarak Mehta, whose writ-
ings were adapted into a
highly popular TV serial
Taarak Mehta Ka Ooltah
Chashmah died at the age of
88 after prolonged illness on
Wednesday morning.

“He died of old age,” said
Atul Bhatt, a relative. Mehta
died in hospital and his fam-
ily decided to donate his
body to science.

The popular Hindi serial
Taarak Mehta ka Ooltah
Chashmah was inspired by
Mehta's Gujarati columns
Duniya Ne Undha Chashma.
The teleserial is one of the
longest running comedy
serials in the television his-
tory in India.

PM’s message
As soon as news of his death
spread, a string of political
leaders including the Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, Gu-
jarat Chief Minister Vijay
Rupani, BJP president Amit
Shah and others condoled

his demise while hailing his
works in Gujarati literature.

Mr. Modi recounted how
Mehta “never left the side of
satire and pen”.

“I have had the privilege
of meeting Mehta several
times. I also got a chance to
meet him when he was hon-

oured with Padma Shri. His
work reflects unity in di-
versity in India.” PM Modi
said while remembering his
meeting with the writer.

Munmun Dutta, one of
the actors in the serial,
tweeted: “Saddened by the
news of Taarak Mehta sir

passing away. Last time
when I met him, I could see
his health failing him. He
was still spirited and full of
life. People will always re-
member him as the man
who gave everyone the
reason to laugh through his
writings. My respect to him.”

Humourist Taarak Mehta passes away
Special Correspondent

Ahmedabad

In grief: IndubenMehta (second from left), wife of well-known comedy writer TaarakMehta,
mourns his death at their residence in Ahmedabad onWednesday. VIJAY SONEJI

The CBI has announced a
reward of ₹5 lakh for giving
credible information about
Sarang Akolkar and Vinay
Pawar, absconding ac-
cused in the murder of ra-
tionalist Narendra
Dabholkar.

CBI sources said that
Akolkar (35) is allegedly a
key conspirator in the
murder of Dabholkar in
Pune on August 20, 2013,
while Pawar is alleged to
be the shooter.

Akolkar is believed to be
linked to Sanatan Sanstha,
a Hindu right-wing organ-
isation whose headquar-
ters are located at Ponda in
Goa.

He has been on the run
ever since his name
cropped up during invest-
igations of the National In-
vestigation Agency in the
Goa blast case.

Dabholkar
case: CBI
reward for
accused
Press Trust of India

New delhi
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Manimekalai to direct
film on Kamala Das
KOCHI

Poet and film-maker Leena
Manimekalai has said she
intends to make a film — a
fictionalised biopic — on the
life of writer Kamala Das
Surayya as an Indie project in
English. It will seek to essay
the bundle of contradictions
the departed writer, seen as
an iconic figure in women’s
writing in the region,
embodied.

IN BRIEF

‘Lift scheme to prevent
looding of A.P. Capital’
VIJAYAWADA

By laying the foundation for
Kondaveetivagu FloodWater
Pumping Scheme near the
Prakasam barrage on
Wednesday, A.P. Chief
Minister Chandrababu Naidu
took a concrete step towards
preventing the looding of
10,000 to 15,000 acres in
the capital region of Guntur
district by the stream, known
as the ‘stream of sorrow. ‘

Kerala to roll out cruise
linking eight rivers
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

A theme-based ‘Malanadu
Cruise,’ linking eight rivers
and backwaters of Kannur
and Kasargod which will ofer
holidayers a chance to
explore NorthMalabar’s
traditional art and culture, is
on the anvil. It will showcase
the tourism potential from
the upcoming Kannur
international airport to Bekal.

Marathi candidates
win Belagavi council
BELAGAVI

Maharashtra Ekikaran Samithi
-backedMarathi group
grabbed bothmayoral posts
for the fourth consecutive
term of the Belagavi City
Corporation council here on
Wednesday. Sanjota Sunil
Bandekar and Nagesh Ganpat
Mandolkar were elected
Mayor and Deputy Mayor.

Admitting that the price of
rice had gone up by 21% over
the last one year, the Kerala
government has promised to
open fair price rice shops in
all districts and step up ef-
forts to procure rice from
other States.

Food Minister P.
Thilothaman informed the
Assembly on Wednesday
that the price rise was
fuelled by drought and the
subsequent fall in rice pro-
duction in the neighbouring
States, as well as the cut in
the State’s allotment of rice
from the Centre.

‘PDS has collapsed’
The Opposition staged a
walkout demanding that Mr.
Thilothaman step down for
his failure to bring the
spiralling prices of essential
commodities under control.

During the discussion on

the notice for an adjourn-
ment motion on price rise,
Leader of the Opposition
Ramesh Chennithala said the
government had failed to
honour its commitment to
hold the price line. He al-
leged that the public distri-
bution system had collapsed
after the government
delayed the lifting of rice

from Food Corporation of In-
dia godowns for three
months.

Chief Minister Pinarayi Vi-
jayan called for a political
consensus to secure the
State’s demand for rice from
the Union Food Ministry.
Seeking leave for the discus-
sion, M. Ummer alleged that
the government had no mar-

ket intervention strategy to
check the soaring price of
rice and vegetables.

‘State’s allotment cut’
Replying to the notice, the
Minister said the increase in
exports to African countries
had compounded the fall in
production owing to the
drought situation in Andhra
Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, and
Karnataka. As many as three
fair price rice shops had
been opened, funds sanc-
tioned to the Civil Supplies
Corporation for market in-
tervention and steps taken to
prevent hoarding.

Mr. Thilothaman said
1,000 tonnes of Jaya rice had
been procured from Andhra
Pradesh. The Chief Minister
said the Centre had cut the
State's additional allotment
of 2,00,000 tonnes of rice
since the implementation of
the National Food Security
Act late last year.

Row in House over rice price
Kerala opposition parties demand Food Minister Thilothaman’s resignation

Food insecurity: Youth Congress workers protesting in Kannur
against the increase in the price of rice. S.K. MOHAN

Special Correspondent

Thiruvananthapuram

The Nandigama police re-
gistered a case against YSR
Congress Party president
Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy and
his followers on Wednesday
for allegedly threatening
doctors at the Nandigama
Area Hospital.

Mr. Reddy and his party
leaders K. Parthasarathi, S.
Udayabhanu, Jogi Ramesh
and others went to the hos-
pital to console the kin of
those who died in a bus acci-
dent at Mullapadu village on
Tuesday.

Alleging that the officials
were “hiding” facts, and had
handed over bus driver Ad-
inarayana Reddy’s body
without performing an
autopsy, Mr. Reddy took the
panchanama report and
asked the doctors why a

post-mortem was not per-
formed. When the doctors
requested him to return the
report, he refused to give in.
An argument ensued
between Mr. Reddy and the
hospital authorities.

When District Collector
Babu A intervened in the
matter, Mr. Reddy alleged
that the officials had become

corrupt, and threatened to
put him in jail.

Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu said it
was out of frustration and
fear of landing in jail for the
corruption cases pending
against him that Mr. Reddy
had behaved rudely with the
Krishna District Collector.

Naidu defends official
He wondered how the Col-
lector and the police could
be responsible for the road
accident at Mullapadu; they
were only supervising the
rescue operations. Mr. Naidu
said whether the driver was
drunk or sleepy, or exceeded
the speed limit, would be
known in the inquiry. An-
other driver was already in
police custody.

“Even Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi enquired about

the incident and I told him
that the situation was under
control. Mr. Babu is an effi-
cient officer. It is because of
him that the Krishna District
got several national awards
in the IT sector. As District
Magistrate, the Collector
could issue an arrest war-
rant against any person if he
feels it is essential for the
maintenance of law and or-
der. Such are the powers of
the Collector,” Mr. Naidu
observed.

Following a complaint
lodged by the Nandigama
Area Hospital Superintend-
ent K.V. Lakshmi Kumari,
the police registered a case
against Mr. Reddy and other
party leaders under Sec-
tions 353 of the IPC (assault
or criminal force to deter a
public servant from dischar-
ging his duty).

Case against Jagan for ‘threatening’ doctors
Allegedly behaved rudely at hospital while calling on the kin of accident victims
Staff Reporter

VIJAYAWADA

JaganMohan Reddy

A shocked Supreme Court
asked whether justice has
been sent on ‘vanaprastha’
(retired to the forest) when it
found that an acid attacker
spent barely 30 days in
prison before he walked free
in Andhra Pradesh.

A Bench of Justices Dipak
Misra and R. Banumathi ex-
pressed alarm at how the
High Court of Judicature at
Hyderabad for the State of
Telangana and the State of
Andhra Pradesh was guided
by “some kind of unfathom-
able and incomprehensible
sense of individual mercy,
absolutely ignoring the
plight and the pain of the
victim; a young girl who had
sustained an acid attack”
when it released her at-
tacker back into society.

The victim had ap-

proached the Supreme
Court against the High Court
order.

Her assailant had tres-
passed into her home with
an acid bottle and emptied
the contents on her head.
Her family had previously
refused to get her married to
him.

‘Complete venom’
In his judgment, Justice
Misra said this case projec-
ted how aman allows his un-
requited love to be conver-
ted into “complete venom”
which he poured on a hap-
less girl.

The court ordered the
State government to pay the
victim a compensation of ₹3
lakh and her attacker to pay
₹50000.

The trial court had not
found him guilty of attempt-
ing to murder the victim.

But he was sentenced to a
year’s rigorous imprison-
ment for causing “grievous
hurt by dangerous
weapons” and house
trespass.

Sentence restored
Restoring the trial judge’s
sentence, Justice Misra said
the Supreme Court had no
hesitation in admitting that
the High Court’s decision to
reduce the prison sentence
of the attacker to the 30 days
he had already undergone
was a shocking one.

The Supreme Court direc-
ted the attacker to be taken
back into custody. “The
paramount principle that
should be the guiding laser
beam is that the punishment
should be proportionate. It
is the answer of law to the
social conscience,” the judg-
ment said.

Has justice been sent on
‘vanaprastha’, asks court
SC shocked that acid attacker spent barely 30 days in jail

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI

While the need for inclusion
of different socio-economic
groups in admissions to the
Indian Institutes of Manage-
ment (IIMs) has been a mat-
ter of debate, a research
study has now raised seri-
ous questions over whether
there is an inclusive ap-
proach while recruiting fac-
ulty at IIMs.

A working paper by doc-
toral student Siddarth Joshi
and assistant professor
Deepak Malghan from the
Centre for Public Policy, IIM
Bangalore, points to the
near total absence of people
from the Scheduled Castes
and the Scheduled Tribes

among faculty members.
Based on RTI responses,
they found that of the 233
faculty members in six IIMs,
only two belonged to the SC
community and there was
no faculty from the ST
community.

IIM Indore, Kozhikode,
Rohtak, Raipur, Ranchi, and
Kashipur were the institutes
which furnished details.

Some of the older insti-
tutes, including IIM
Ahmedabad, Bangalore,
Calcutta and Lucknow, re-
sponded to the RTI applica-
tion saying they did not col-
lect social group based data.

IIM Shillong and IIM
Tiruchirappalli did not re-
spond to the RTI applica-

tion and they were unable to
determine if IIM Udaipur col-
lected such data.

Affirmative action
“At the time of writing the
paper, we were not sure
what provisions would be
under the IIM Bill. However
the Bill which was recently
approved by the Cabinet says
that IIMs can decide to take
affirmative action on their
own. It puts the ball in the
court of the IIMs,” said Mr.
Joshi.

The director of IIM Ban-
galore responded by saying
that the institute was work-
ing towards nurturing a can-
didate pool that would en-
hance the diversity quotient.

Concern over poor SC/ST
presence among IIM faculty

In 6 institutes, there are only two from the SC community

Cinthya Anand

Bengaluru
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The Biju Janata Dal that made
the BJP its coalition partner
17 years ago has now found
the saffron party emerging as
its main challenger by over-
taking the Congress in the
just-concluded panchayat
elections in the State.

The BJP has done unex-
pectedly well, taking full ad-
vantage of two major factors
– anti-incumbency against
the ruling BJD and infighting
in the Congress, which is still
the main opposition in the
State Assembly.

Congress cornered
The BJP, which was in power
in Odisha as part of the BJD-
BJP coalition from 2000 to
2009, has not only cornered
the Congress votes to win
more Zilla Parishad seats but
has also been able to erode
the BJD’s vote base in many
pockets.

Although the BJD has re-
mained the single largest
party by winning 473 of the
846 Zilla Parishad seats, the
BJP has improved its tally to
297 and the Congress has fin-
ished a distant third with 60
seats. The BJD had won 651
Zilla Parishad seats, while the
Congress had got 128 and the
BJP just 36 in the 2012 pan-
chayat polls.

The eight districts where
the BJP has secured majority
to form Zilla Parishads or dis-
trict councils are located in
interior Odisha or adjoining
neighbouring Chhattisgarh
and Jharkhand.

The districts are
Malkangiri, Kalahandi, Bal-
angir, Bargarh, Sambalpur,
Deogarh, Subarnapur and
Mayurbhanj where the BJD
had secured majority in 2012.

The BJD had won the ma-
jority of seats in as many as
28 of the total 30 districts in
the State in 2012. The party
has secured clear majority in
16 districts in this election.

The Congress has bagged

the majority of Zilla Parishad
seats in just one district –
Jharsuguda, where it had
won the majority the last
time too. The five districts
where no party has secured a
clear majority are Gajapati,
Nabarangpur, Rayagada,
Sundargarh and Kandhamal.
The three parties are now try-
ing their best to form a Par-
ishad by managing support
from each other or
independents.

BJP Entry in Jajpur
An analysis of the results
makes it clear that the BJP
has won the majority of Zilla
Parishad seats in areas which
it represented in the Lok
Sabha and State Assembly
from 2000 to 2009.

The difficult areas in the
coastal region where the BJP
has made major inroads into
the BJD strongholds in this
election are Kendrapara dis-
trict, where it won 10 seats
out of the 32 with the BJD
winning 22, and Khurda dis-
trict where it has won 10 of
the 30 seats with the BJD win-
ning 20 seats. The party also
made it presence felt for the
first time in Jajpur and Jag-
atsinghpur in the coastal belt.

Besides, the BJP has in-
creased its tally in Dhenkanal
and Angul districts from two
seats each in the last pan-
chayat poll to 12 seats each in
this elections. The party had
presence in these two dis-
tricts during its alliance with
the BJD.

In the post-poll scenario,
while a buoyed BJP is trying
to maintain momentum with
its eyes set on the civic body
polls next year and general
elections in 2019 and the
Congress is grappling with
the voices of dissent over the
party's poor performance,
the BJD has started the pro-
cess of course correction.

‘Will work harder’
Reacting to the poll outcome
in which his party has re-
turned as the largest party
with 56% seats, Chief Minis-
ter and BJD president Naveen
Patnaik has said that they will
review their performance
very seriously and will work
harder to get reconnected to
the people.

BJPmakes inroads into
BJD strongholds in Odisha
Safron party rides on anti-incumbency against BJD and inighting in Congress

Prafulla Das

Bhubaneswar

The Delhi High Court on
Wednesday cancelled the pa-
role granted to INLD su-
premo O. P. Chautala on
medical grounds and asked
him to “surrender forth-
with”, saying he misled the
court by feigning illness and
breached the trust of the
court.

Justice Vipin Sanghi can-
celled the parole granted to
Mr. Chautala on February 6
after a complaint was made
before him by a private per-
son showing the INLD leader
attending public meetings.

No furlough
The court also cancelled the
three-week furlough (peri-
odic release granted as a mat-
ter of right) granted to him
by the prison authorities.

Referring to media reports
and pictures attached to the
complaint, the court said
they showed that Mr.
Chautala was “hale and
hearty and attending public

meetings from time to time.”
Mr. Chautala’s counsel

contended that the media re-
ports did not show him at-
tending public meetings but
were merely places where
people had gathered to meet
him on his way to his village.

The court did not accept
the argument and noted that
Mr. Chautala had been found
misusing his interim bail
granted in 2013 on medical
grounds when he was found
campaigning for the INLD.

The court said the parole
was granted to the 82-year-
old politician despite opposi-
tion from the Delhi govern-

ment “by believing that he
was suffering from ailments
and needs parole to receive
treatment privately,” but he
has “breached the trust re-
posed in him.”

“The same modus op-
erandi has been used by peti-
tioner and this conduct of
petitioner is incorrigible,” it
said. “Complete fraud you
are playing with the court.
You can't cock a snook and
get away with it.”

Old age card
The Delhi government had
opposed the parole to Mr.
Chautala saying he has been
out of the jail on one pretext
or the other and has been in
hospital while in custody.

The court noted that the
INLD leader had played “the
old age and medical condi-
tion cards” and the parole
guidelines were framed in
the “spirit of providing suc-
cour to convicts incarcerated
for long periods” and “can-
not be enforced for a convict
who has misled the court.”

‘Complete fraud you are playing with the court’

Staff Reporter

New Delhi

O.P. Chautala

HC cancels Chautala parole
for holding public meetings

Agitating Jats in Haryana will
stage a protest at Jantar
Mantar in Delhi on Thursday
in support of their demands,
including reservation in gov-
ernment jobs and educa-
tional institutes for the
community.

“Several Jats from Hary-
ana, Delhi, Uttar Pradesh, Ut-
tarakhand, Himachal Pra-
desh, Punjab, Rajasthan and
Madhya Pradesh will stage a
protest at Jantar Mantar in
the national capital at 11 a.m
tomorrow,” said Yashpal Ma-
lik, the president of the All-
India Jat Aarakshan

Sangharsh Samiti (AIJASS),
which is spearheading the
protest.

Forces keep vigil
Protests by Jats at different
places in Haryana has been
going on peacefully for over
a month. Paramilitary forces
are keeping a vigil at many
places in the state, officials
said. Mr Malik claimed that
the protesters have started
non-cooperation with the
government and will not pay
electricity and water bills
and also the instalment of
loans that they owe to the
government.

Jats will submit a memo

on the quota issue to the
President, he said, adding
they also plan to gherao Par-
liament, the date for which
will be announced during
the Delhi demonstration.

‘Release those jailed’
Besides seeking quota in
education and government
jobs under the Other Back-
ward Classes (OBC) category,
the demands of the Jats in-
clude release of those jailed
during last year’s agitation,
withdrawal of cases slapped
during the protest and gov-
ernment jobs for the kin of
those killed and injured
while taking part in the stir.

Protesters say they will not pay electricity, water bills

Press Trust of India

Chandigarh

Jats to protest in Delhi today

Sri Sri lauds M.P. govt’s
happiness department
BHOPAL

Spiritual leader and founder
of ’The Art of Living’ Sri Sri
Ravi Shankar has lauded the
constitution of Anand
Department (Happiness
Department) by the Madhya
Pradesh government.
“By constituting the
Happiness Department, CM
Shivraj Singh Chouhan has
taken the initiative to ensure
a happy state of mind instead
of finding joy through
indulgence in worldly
objects,” Ravi Shankar told a
gathering at a village in Dhar
district on Wednesday. PTI

IN BRIEF

18-year-old kills self
over smartphone
KOTA

An 18-year-old man, upset
with his daily wager parent’s
failure to buy him a high-end
smartphone, jumped to death
into a 70-foot deep ditch in
Parana village of Bundi
district on Wednesday.
The teenager, a Class IX
student, left home with his
younger brother after a minor
spat with his parent after
they expressed their inability
to buy the costly mobile
phone, reached the apex of a
stone quarry and jumped into
the deep ditch. PTI

‘287 farmers committed
suicide in three months’
BHOPAL

As many as 287 farmers,
including agriculture
labourers, have committed
suicide in Madhya Pradesh
during the past three months.
This information was revealed
by the state government in a
written reply to a question
asked by senior Congress MLA
Ram Niwas Rawat.
The data provided by the
state government in reply to
Rawat’s question in the
Assembly today revealed 106
farmers and 181 agricultural
labourers have committed
suicide during a period of
about three months from
November 16, 2016 to
February 2017. PTI
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‘No’ to children, aged
for Amarnath Yatra
NEW DELHI

Children below 13 and
persons above 75 years will
not be allowed to undertake
the annual Amarnath Yatra,
set to begin on June 29. The
Amarnath Shrine Board also
asked women to wear ‘salwar
kameez’, trousers or track-
suit during the pilgrimage. PTI

IN BRIEF

Woman, son killed after
car rams shop
MUZAFFARNAGAR

A 58-year-old woman and her
son were killed when an
allegedly drunk driver
crashed his car into their shop
at Kandhla town in Shamli
district, the police said on
Wednesday. Shakuntala and
Monu were in the shop
yesterday when the mishap
occurred. PTI

Tuki files plaint
over ‘fictitious deed’
ITANAGAR

Former Arunachal Pradesh
Chief Minister Nabam Tuki has
lodged a police complaint
against some persons for
allegedly uploading on social
media a “fictitious deed”,
which said he had sold the
CM’s post to incumbent Pema
Khandu in July 2016. PTI

The Defence Research and
Development Organisation
(DRDO) on Wednesday suc-
cessfully carried out a test of
an interceptor missile, fur-
ther validating the reliability
of the under-development,
two-layered Ballistic Missile
Defence (BMD) in shooting
down enemy missiles.

Defence sources said the
endo-atmospheric missile,
which can intercept missiles
at ranges of 15-30 km, was
launched at 10.15 a.m. from
the Abdul Kalam Island off
the Odisha coast in response
to an incoming ‘enemy’ mis-
sile which was launched
from the Integrated Test
Range (ITR) in Chandipur.

The missile intercepted
the incoming missile at an
altitude of 15 km scoring a
direct hit, a source said.

Last month, the DRDO
carried out a successful test
of the exo-atmospheric in-
terceptor missile destroying
the target outside the earth’s
atmosphere at an altitude of
over 85 km.

The Research Centre

Imarat (RCI) of the DRDO,
which had played a role in
the development of all stra-
tegic missiles, has spear-
headed the BMD
programme.

The BMD consists of two
interceptor missiles, the

Prithvi Defence Vehicle for
exo-atmospheric ranges and
the Advanced Area Defence
missile for endo-atmosphere
or lower altitudes.

The DRDO expects to
have the BMD shield ready
for deployment by 2022.

Interceptor missile
test successful
It can tackle targets at a range of 15 km to 30 km

The Advanced Area Defence interceptor missile takes of
from Abdul Kalam Island, Odisha. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI The Bengal unit of the Bhar-
atiya Janata Party has re-
moved the general secretary
of its women’s wing after she
was arrested by the Criminal
Investigation Department
from Darjeeling district for
alleged child trafficking. Juhi
Chowdhury has been re-
manded in 12-day police cus-
tody. Ms. Chowdhury denied
the charge and dubbed it a
‘political conspiracy.’

The incident has not just
put the party leadership in a
spot. According to BJP in-
siders, it has also widened
the fissures between the two
rival factions led by State
president Dilip Ghosh and
former State president Rahul
Sinha. The infighting was
evident in the sharply con-
trasting versions of the traf-
ficking issue provided by Mr.
Ghosh and Mr. Sinha.

Different voices
The State president said Ms.
Chowdhury had been sus-
pended for ‘maligning’ the
party’s image by accompa-
nying some people to Delhi
(to meet the Central leader-

ship) “without the State
leadership’s permission [and
thus] she has been removed
from all party posts till the
investigation is over.” Mr.
Ghosh, however, has not
said anything about the em-
barrassment the incident
has caused to the Bengal BJP.

However, Mr. Sinha, cur-
rently a national secretary,
admitted that the alleged in-
volvement of Ms. Chow-

dhury in the child trafficking
case had “definitely embar-
rassed” the party.

“We are keeping an eye
on the matter and the party
has also started a probe into
it. But I think Ms. Chow-
dhury’s involvement is lim-
ited to the official matters [of
the related child care home
in North Bengal] and she is
not directly involved in child
trafficking,” he said.

‘Politics of vendetta’
But later in the day, Mr.
Sinha — in a clear shift of
stand — said the allegation
against Ms. Chowdhury was
the outcome of “Trinamool
Congress’ politics of ven-
detta.”

Ms. Chowdhury and her
father had been removed
from all party posts to “en-
sure that political posts do
not hamper the investiga-
tion,” he said. Mr. Sinha also
suggested that the party “be-
lieves Ms. Chowdhury will
get a clean chit from the
court.”

According to party
sources the “constant flip-
flop” by Mr. Ghosh over the
issue has further complic-
ated the situation.

BJP removes Bengal
women’s wing secretary
CID arrested Juhi Chowdhury on child traicking charge

Staff Reporter

Kolkata

Police escort BJP leader
Juhi Chowdhury (centre) in
Siliguri onWednesday. AFP

Delhi University student
Gurmehar Kaur, who be-
came the centre of a na-
tionwide debate on free
speech after she posted her
campaign against the
ABVP, was on Wednesday
provided security by the
Punjab police at her native
place in Jalandhar.

Jalandhar Commissioner
of Police (CP) Arpit Shukla
said: “I have put up two
lady constables at her
residence.”

The security had been
provided in the wake of
“some threats” she re-
ceived earlier, he added.

A case of sexual harass-
ment and criminal intimid-
ation was registered by the
Delhi Police against un-
known persons in connec-
tion with the alleged rape
threats to Ms. Kaur after vi-
olent clashes at DU’s Ram-
jas College between ABVP
and AISA members.

She had started the cam-
paign “I am not afraid of
ABVP” following violence
at Ramjas college.

The campaign went viral
and received massive sup-
port from students and
teachers across
universities.

Security
provided to
DU student
Press Trust of India

Chandigarh

The outreach camps of the
National Health Mission
(NHM) in Rajasthan have
benefited about 3.50 lakh
patients, mostly residents
of slum colonies in urban
centres. Healthcare facilit-
ies were provided through

1,715 camps organised
across the State in 2016-17.
NHM Additional State Dir-
ector B.L. Kothari said here
on Wednesday that Urban
Health and Nutrition Days
were conducted across the
State to provide the public
access to government
schemes.

NHM outreach camps
beneit 3.5 lakh patients
Special Correspondent

JAIPUR

“I had one experience where
a shopkeeper said to me that
I wouldn’t be able to explain
what we needed and that I
should instead send the boys
from our college,” Aanchal
Saxena, a member of the
only all-girls team in Asia to
compete in the upcoming
Shell Eco Marathon in
Singapore said.

The competition, to take
place later this month,
brings together
undergraduate teams from
across Asia to race their
prototype energy-efficient
cars.

One of these is Team
Panthera, a group of 15
students from the Indira
Gandhi Delhi Technical
University for Women, in
Delhi, all between 18 and 21
years of age.

“A major amount of
pollution comes from
vehicles,” Manupriya Vats,
team captain and driver for
Team Panthera said. “And
that’s why we thought of this
car that will give very good
mileage.” “Our country is
still dependent on gasoline
[petrol]. We aren’t into
electric cars too much,” the
21-year-old Ms. Vats
explained. “So we decided to

take gasoline and get high
mileage from it to reduce the
carbon footprint.”

But the journey to create
the electronic fuel injection
prototype, made with light,

mileage-friendly materials
hasn’t been easy. Not only
were shopkeepers
unhelpful, even sponsors
declined to work with the
girls team.

“At sponsorship meetings,
there were people who did
not trust our ideas,” said Ms.
Saxena, 19, who is in-charge
of publicity. “We were
rejected on the basis of the
fact that we are girls.”

Finally, sponsors
In the end, the team got
sponsorship for
development and the
upcoming trip, from Modern
Industries and Oriental Bank

of Commerce. The struggle
didn’t end there, though,
with most of the ₹17 lakh
cost being borne by the team
members themselves.

The car, named Iris 2.0, is
a single-seater, three-
wheeled prototype weighing
45-50 kg with a one-foot
ground clearance. Despite its
35cc engine, it touches 55
kmph and is expected to run
300 km on a litre of petrol.

“Weight plays a very big
role in the increase in
mileage,” Ms. Vats explained.
“In the industry, usually
steel and its derivatives are
used to build vehicles. We
are using aluminium.”

CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC
CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC

Girl geeks set to race a car they built themselves
Team Panthera from Delhi got the cold shoulder initially, but is now bound for Singapore

Ready to race: The teamwith the light-weight and
energy-eicient, Iris 2.0, in NewDelhi. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

TCA Sharad Raghavan

NEW DELHI
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EDITORIAL

T
he resilience of India’s economy has been reaf-

irmed by the latest data, with both the third-

quarter and full-year growth estimates belying

widespread concerns that the November 8 decision to

withdraw high-value currency notes would signiic-

antly dampen momentum. While the Central Statistics

Oice stuck with its January advance estimate for gross

domestic product in the 12 months ending March 2017

to post a healthy 7.1% growth, it projected GDP to have

expanded7% in theiscal thirdquarter, relectingonly a

marginal slowdown from the 7.3% registered in the pre-

ceding three-month period. Notably, this expansion oc-

curred in the October-December quarter, when about

86% of the currency in circulation in the form of ₹500

and ₹1,000 notes was abruptly sucked out of the sys-

tem, potentially resulting in what the Economic Survey

termed an “aggregate demand shock” and the Reserve

Bankof India referred to as “demandcompressionasso-

ciated with adverse wealth efects”. Undergirding this

better-than-expected performance were the agricul-

ture, mining and manufacturing sectors and, interest-

ingly, government expenditure. While the overall gross

value added (GVA) in the third quarter is estimated to

have increased by 6.6%, agricultural GVA in the period

is projected tohave surged6%, a sharpquickening from

the second quarter’s 3.8% pace and in stark contrast

with the 2.2% contraction in the earlier year, as the

near-normal monsoon in 2016 helped lift kharif crop

output substantially. Mining and manufacturing GVA

too appear tohavedone far better than in thepreceding

quarter, bucking the so-called ‘demonetisation drag’ to

post 7.5% and 8.3% growth, respectively. Public admin-

istration, defence andother services clockeddouble-di-

git GVA growth: at 11.9%, a robust acceleration from the

7.5% in the third quarter of 2015-16.

It is only the inancial, real estate and professional

services segment, which is linked to consumption, that

lagged, with the pace of expansion more than halving

from the July-September quarter to a modest 3.1% in-

crease. Chief Statistician T.C.A. Anant has said the gov-

ernment will continue to keep evaluating the numbers

in relation to the impact of demonetisation, even as the

CSO trimmed its full-year GVA growth estimate to 6.7%

from the 7% projected in January. This 30 basis points

cut in the GVA growth estimate is more in sync with the

projection of one quarter of a percentage point to half a

percentage point slowing in its baseline real GDP

growthassumptionof 7% that theEconomic Surveyhad

posited. The Survey had also made a cautionary asser-

tion that recorded GDP growth would “understate” the

overall impact of demonetisation as “the most afected

parts of the economy — informal and cash based — are

either not captured in the national income accounts or,

to the extent they are, their measurement is based on

formal sector indicators.” When dealing with statistics,

it is safer to keep all the caveats inmind.

Resilience reairmed
CSO data suggest that the demonetisation

efect on GDP is less than feared

T
he forecast from the IndiaMeteorological Depart-

ment of above-normal temperatures over much

of India in the summer months is bound to bring

back memories of last year’s withering weeks. Global

weather in recent times has come under pressure from

the El Nino warming that began in 2015 and exerted its

inluence into the irst quarter of 2016. What is signiic-

ant is that the Australian international weather bureau

says there is a 50% prospect of a similar phenomenon

this year as well, making it a signiicant alert on hotter

temperatures, and possibly a debilitated monsoon and

weaker agricultural prospects. The early IMD forecast

should help the oicial machinery to adequately pre-

pare for public distress. A carefully planned school ex-

amination schedule could spare students the worst of

the torrid season, and this should be among the top pri-

orities. As the temperature edged past 40oC last year,

schools in some States decided to extend their summer

vacations by a week or two, something that may be-

come necessary again. Urban water distress poses an-

other challenge, becausebig cities in several Stateshave

not received adequate rainfall to replenish their reser-

voirs and are using up groundwater at unsustainable

rates. For farmers, another harsh period would add to

their diiculties, requiring a sensitive approach to their

needs. Administrative decisions for summer manage-

mentwill need to be reined on the basis of coming IMD

updates, although the overall trend appears to be clear.

Temperatures in diferent parts of the world may

havevariationsdue to localweatherphenomena, but as

the U.S. space agency NASA has pointed out, there has

been a record three-year warming trend, with 2016 the

hottest; 16 of 17 warmest years based on globally-aver-

aged temperatures occurred since 2001. The efect of El

Nino on the global temperature average is only a small

part of the overall rise, indicating that the trend could

be correlatedwith the rise in greenhouse gases. India, a

major emitter of GHGs, has classiied 2016 as the cen-

tury’swarmest year, with an increase of 0.91oCover the

long-term average; NASA’s corresponding global igure

is 0.99oC. These are clear signs that theworldmust shift

away from further high-emission pathways in the eco-

nomy and adopt leapfrogging technologies. It is also a

call for policy initiatives to build resilience by improv-

ing water harvesting and expanding tree cover, includ-

ing in cities. For rural India, building surface irrigation

facilities such as ponds through the employment guar-

antee scheme and climate funds would seem a natural

choice, while urban water supply augmentation needs

more reservoirs to be built. If this year’s forecast comes

true, though, there is no escape route. The only hope

would be an early date with themonsoon.

Withering highs
The forecast of a hotter summer must nudge

us into preparing to mitigate public distress

A
picture, they say, is worth a
hundred words. Two pic-
tures related to Kerala,

though separated by decades and
difering in content, speak to us
strongly of how we may secure its
future. Thus, a photo in a leading
Malayalam newspaper shows the
Chief Minister of the State meeting
the Prime Minister of India. An
amiablePinarayiVijayan is seenex-
tending lowers to Narendra Modi,
who accepts it betraying no emo-
tion. The power equation is as-
tutely conveyedby the caption “Ar-
iyetra…” meaning “How much
rice…” in Malayalam. The Chief
Minister was in the national capital
in January seeking a greater alloca-
tion of rice to the State. Then there
is a painting by Anjolie Ela Menon.
Titled ‘Malabar’, it is a canvas
smeared with green paint bearing
no detail. Presumably it was the
artist’s impression of the paddy-
illed landscape of Keralawhen she
irst encountered it decades ago.
How is it possible that a State once
identiied by the wealth of its agri-
culture has been brought to the
sorry statewhereby its ChiefMinis-
ter must travel to Delhi to ensure
that his people are properly fed? It
canonly relect the failureofpublic
policy.

Changed agrarian scenario
In the early seventies, following
the boom in the Arabian Gulf re-
gion, the State saw a new form of
emigration. While Kerala had long
witnessed the migration of the
educated forwant of opportunities
domestically, for the irst time
there was a signiicant outlow of
manual labour, some of it from ag-
riculture. While it was only the
men who migrated, the higher in-
comes transformed the house-

holds socially, and the women too
withdrew from the labour market.
This hit paddy cultivation most as,
in an age-old sexual division of la-
bour, women were disproportion-
ately represented in the planting
and harvesting of paddy. The sec-
tor began to face severe labour
shortage. Naturally, the wage rose
and the cultivationofpaddywasno
longer viable as cheaper rice came
in from the rest of India.

The rise in the wage may not
have had the impact it did if the
ownership of land was vested with
the tiller. The temptations of mi-
gration overseas may have been
held at bay had the tiller also
owned the land. But the latter was
not the case despite the much-
vaunted land reforms of the State.
In abolishing tenancy the land re-
forms had extinguished the tradi-
tional landlords but did not inevit-
ably transfer land to those who
actually laboured on the ield. This
is relected in the current agitation
for land by the Adivasi community.

Stunted land reforms
Kerala is rare among the world’s
economies, barring Zimbabwe,

where agricultural production ac-
tually declined after land reforms.
Land reforms in China after Mao
led to a surge in food production,
which in turn led to its rise to global
prominence. In theory, one form
of reorganisation possible even at
this stage in Kerala is for those in
ownership of land but not wishing
to cultivate to lease it out. But leas-
ing was made unlawful by the land
reformAct.

At the time of its legislation, ten-
ancy had been a symbol of the ex-
ploitation of the peasantry who
were held down by the possibility
of eviction atwill. But now, close to
half a century later, when the eco-
nomic position of owners of small
parcels of land pales beside the
owners of urban property in the
State, to hold on to an archaic law
for its symbolic value ismere senti-
mentality. It is unimaginative of a
public policy to not remove all bar-
riers to the leasing of land so that
smaller portions can be pooled to
form larger operational holdings
and paddy production becomes vi-
able again. It is interesting that the
law discourages tenancy as unlaw-
ful but is sanguine about the aliena-

tion of agricultural land to other
purposes. Actually, there is legisla-
tion meant to address this but its
implementation is hostage to party
politics at the village level, and the
alienation of Kerala’s precious agri-
cultural land continues.

It is quite extraordinary that
public policy in Kerala has not ad-
dressed the problem of a declining
production of its staple food, a
trend in evidence for nearly half a
century by now. At the time of Mr.
Vijayan’s trip to Delhi, an editorial
in another leadingMalayalamdaily
reported that the State produced
only one-eighth of its consumption
requirement. This igure needs to
be vetted, but surely the situation
may be judged to be critical if a re-
gion were unable to produce even
half of it?

A leaf out of Delhi’s book
An obvious question emerging
from the Chief Minister’s much-
publicised visit to Delhi is why Ker-
ala cannot jettison its dependent
status. At least here Kerala’s polit-
ical leadership may take a leaf out
of the record of the Central govern-
ment. In the mid-sixties, smarting
under Lyndon Johnson’s directive
that food be sent to India “by the
shipload” so that she may be “kept
on a short leash”, Indira Gandhi
moved frenetically to increase food
production in India. The Green Re-
volution followed and, despite its
negative ecological fallout, India
has never looked back. Earlier
Nehru had cautioned his fellow cit-
izens how India could not live per-
manently on “handouts” from the
rich countries and needed to grow
her own food. There is a lesson in
this for those in charge of public
policy in Kerala.

If the State is to remain an
autonomous entity, it must reduce
all forms of one-way dependence,
even vis-à-vis the Indian Union. A
far irmer base of food production
would be one aspect of this. In a
world of creeping climate change,
the global supply of food is set to
shrink.

There is a factor other than the

legal architecture discouraging the
leasing of land that works against
agricultural prosperity. This is the
natural environment,which inKer-
ala today is less hospitable to agri-
cultureof anykind, let alonepaddy
cultivation. This has come about
due to the depletion of groundwa-
ter and sand mining of the river-
beds to providematerial for luxury
house construction. There has also
been the alienation of agricultural
land already referred to. Land
need not be turned into real estate
to lose its fertility. Using fallow
paddy ields as ‘exhibition’
grounds or for shopping festivals,
evenwhen the structuresmade are
temporary, could degrade the land
permanently. Kerala needs a land
use policy that conserves every bit
of its natural capital. Aspart of this,
the State could consider acquiring
all unused paddy land and making
it available to the Adivasis on long-
term lease. This would ensure its
preservation, saving Kerala from
the hardship that is assured if the
present situation of more plastic
than grain clogging the rice pad-
dies continues.

Kerala needs a new politics if its
economy is to adjust to the emer-
ging scenario of rising food prices
and a shrinking Gulf economy
which is sure to impact livelihoods.
Public policy is likely to adapt only
if political parties are pressurised
by a citizenry alerted to the limits
to distributivism. An instance of
how this can work is the return of
paddy cultivation to vast tracts of
the Aranmula Puncha, an iconic
agricultural landscape in central
Kerala, after citizen action preven-
ted its diversion tobuild an airport.
The regeneration has been made
possible by active support from the
government machinery. When
such synergy is replicated across
the State, its future Chief Ministers
need not travel to Delhi seeking
food.

Pulapre Balakrishnan is Professor of
Economics, Ashoka University, Sonipat
and Senior Fellow, Indian Institute of
Management, Kozhikode

Food on its own terms
Kerala needs a new politics if its economy is to adjust to rising food prices and a shrinking Gulf economy

Pulapre Balakrishnan
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G
urmehar Kaur, the 20-year-
old student from Delhi Uni-
versity who started a social

media campaign in opposition to
the Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Par-
ishad, has been trolled into silence,
and has reportedly left Delhi due to
rape and death threats. She is not
the irst youngster to be at the re-
ceiving end of the binary of the
nationalist/anti-national.

Progressive politics
Ms. Kaur’s politics, similar to vast
sections of the student community
across the country, is aimed at ques-
tioning the narrowing of freedom of
speech and expression, aided by the
state in conjunction with a society
thatharbours an increasinglymajor-

itarian attitude. Rohith Vemula of
the University of Hyderabad could
be demeaned for being a Dalit.
Umar Khalid and Shehla Rashid of
Jawaharlal Nehru University ( JNU),
with their Muslim identity, could be
slotted as traitorous, and their fel-
low comrade Anirban Bhattacharya
could be projected as a menace for
being a follower of left-wing ideo-
logy.

Itwasharder to slotMs.Kaurwith
such ease. She is a student at one of
the most elite colleges of Delhi Uni-
versity, Lady Shri Ram College (as
opposed to JNU,much reviled in the
popular imagination as the hub of
‘anti-national’ activity). She belongs
to one of India’s most celebrated
and prosperous minority com-
munities, the Sikhs. Most signiic-
antly, her father, Capt. Mandeep
Singhof the IndianArmy, lost his life
battling militants in Jammu and
Kashmir in 1999.

Ms. Kaur has disrupted the nar-
rative of the dying soldier that is
brought out by the right wing at the
drop of a hat to shut down dissent.

The fact that sections of the Army
veterans and relatives of those who
died on the battleield in Kargil have
comeout in her support relects that
there is some discomfort within the
Army too over its facile
politicisation.

Patterns of abuse
Ms. Kaur’s abusers used twodistinct
reactions. The irst was what has be-
come a standard issue response to
the articulation of progressive views
by women — sexual harassment.
Rape threats and death threats lew
thick andwild.

The second was to shame her for
using her father, the soldier’s death
as a plank for contrived morality.
The strategies were used in combin-
ation, becoming a textbook case of
the militarised society with
heightened levels of gender-based
violence.

When celebrities such as crick-
eter Virender Sehwag and actor
Randeep Hooda jumped into the
fray, they did so in the face of a very
real intimidation that Ms. Kaur was

facing, providing the cue for hun-
dredsof trolls tomove in swiftlywith
abarrageof abuse and threats. Their
cavalier intervention, as also tweets
and subsequent comments by Kiren
Rijiju, theUnionMinister of State for
Home, show that the reality that a
young woman could possibly have
agency and think independently,
without any assistance whatsoever
from male members of society, has
entirely bypassed our leaders and
icons of sport and entertainment.

Other types of politics have also
played out wherein representatives
within the government used the
Delhi University brouhaha and stu-
dent violence to push further the
agenda of curbs on freedom of
speech and expression.

Identity politics
The incident has also stoked re-
gional identity politics, with some
prominent voices supporting Ms.
Kaur remarkingwith condescension
on the brawny, sexist Haryanvi in
the context of Sehwag and Hooda,
and wrestlers Geeta Phogat, Babita

Kumari and Yogeshwar Dutt, all be-
longing to Haryana, reacting with
hostility. The space of social media
is admittedly a free-for-all. But pro-
gressive-minded people using ste-
reotypes constitutes aweak defence
and poor strategy. By that logic, the
harassment of Ms. Kaur would also
end up constituting ‘free speech’,
which it is not.

It took a while for apologies to be
tendered toMs. Kaur by some of the
personalities who contributed to
her painful experience. Nonethe-
less, she has been viliied for lacking
courage for withdrawing herself
from the campaign, regardless of
the actual grit she has displayed till
this point. The Union Home Minis-
ter’s attempt at defusing the situ-
ation — by referring to her as a
daughter who requires protection —
continues to infantilise and patron-
ise, in keeping with the attitude of a
nanny state.

Sucharita Sengupta is Assistant Professor
at the Department of Political Science,
JamiaMillia Islamia, New Delhi

Trolled into silence
Gurmehar Kaur’s is a textbook case of victimisation through heightened levels of gender-based violence

Sucharita Sengupta

Tasteless
“All”, says a literary lourish,
“is fair in love andwar” — a
proposition which
civilisational advancewould
contest. But our Prime
Minister has added to the
dubious exemptions from
civilised transactions, a
third: elections. His veiled
but barely concealed jibe
made during the course of
an election rally in Uttar
Pradesh, at Professor
Amartya Sen, is tasteless
beyond belief. To pun on
“Harvard” and set up a false
and facetious dichotomy
between that world-
renowned seat of higher
learning and “hard work” is
not to be expected irom a
PrimeMinister. Hard-selling
politics may justify political
barbs at political opponents
but they cannot explain
away rudeness and
discourtesy towards a
teacher of all-time class,
who has not only been
awarded a Nobel Prize and
the Bharat Ratna but which
the University — Visva-
Bharati — of which our
PrimeMinister himself is
Chancellor, has conferred its
highest tribute: the
Desikottama. Hard work,
intensely hard work, goes
into learning, researching,
teaching and disseminating

knowledge. It serves our
country ill to ridicule
intellectual energy, no less
than it would to dismiss
physical labour. For
someone to ridicule the
services of an intellect that
has brought issues
pertaining to poverty,
labour, health and
malnutrition to world
attention is tomock his own
intellect. More has been
done by this “Harvard
Professor” to highlight and
alleviate the condition of
India’s peasantry than
mocking andmanipulative
politics can ever hope to.
Gopalkrishna Gandhi,

Chennai

Surging heat index
Come summer, we start
talking about a shortage of
water, deforestation, global
warming and other
environmental issues,
forgetting about all this the
moment the heat subsides
and themonsoon sets in
(“Even hill stations will be
hotter this year, warns
IMD”, March 1). The IMD’ s
forecast is a warning that we
must put our heart and soul
into taking continuous steps
to preserve the
environment.
Kshirasagara Balaji Rao,

Hyderabad

■ Rapid urbanisation,
skewed development, an
insensitive attitude towards
the environment and even
population explosion are all
factors contributing to
global warming. There
needs to be a behavioural
change among people that
focusses on judicious use of
resources. Indiamust step
up eforts to switch to using
green and clean energy
resources.
Venika Singhal,

Noida

Slugfest
Theway the free speech
episode involving Delhi
University student
Gurmehar Kaur has
progressed is disturbing
(“Senior Ministers come out
in support of Kaur”, March
1). What was unwarranted
was political parties taking
sides to score brownie
points instead of devising
concrete steps to prevent
such an unsavoury incident
happening on campus in the
name of freedom of
expression.When every
citizen is proud of our
martyrs who sacriice their
lives to safeguard the
country from external
aggression, it is sad that
political parties are keen to
ignite the sensitive issue

instead of difusing it. How
could they turn a blind eye
to threats being issued to the
girl? At the same time, Ms.
Kaur could have been
restrained.
K.R. Srinivasan,

Secunderabad

■ I look at the episode from
the point of view of Indian
women and their security.
That a 20-something
student has received death
and rape threats online
while expressing her
opinion about the ABVP
makes your hair stand on
end. One can sum up the
whole situation by the sad
fact that women are still
treated as “property”.We
need to speak up against
unjust ways in which a
woman is bullied on social
media platformswhile in
real life, we should aim to
create safer spaces for
women.
Ananya Shirgurkar,

Bengaluru

Game of tones
The time, no doubt, is ripe
for consolidation in the
telecommunications
industry (Editorial — “Game
of tones”, March 1).
However, unless the
regulator is efective,
customers are bound to be

at themercy of leviathans
that may emerge after
consolidation. Going by
what has happened in the
past, regulators shut their
eyes when powerful
interests are involved. How
TRAI remained a passive
onlooker when Reliance Jio
played havoc in themarket
through indiscriminate
undercutting is a case in
point. Are we trying to shut
the stable door after the
horse has bolted?
Manohar Alembath,

Kannur

Put in its place
In his article, “There’s no
need to panic; India knows
the formula” (Sport —
‘BetweenWickets’, March
1), SureshMenon puts down
the Pune defeat to
complacency. One can go a
step further and say
overconidence is what

made India fall. Headed by a
spinner coach Anil Kumble,
the team is over conident
that India can undo any
team. It erred in preparing
itself for the dust bowl at
Pune and paid the price.
Like Lala Amarnath who,
knowing that Australia
could not play of-spin,
included the of-spinner Jasu
Patel in the team and then
won the Kanpur Test in the
late 1960s, the Australians
too have included spinners
who can take advantage if
the pitch responds. Steve
Smith’s smart captaincy and
courage in batting in diicult
situations was what added
to India’s woes. The
ignorance about judicious
handling of DRS is
inexcusable.
Krishna R. Deshpande,

Bengaluru
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A sentence in “Studies on India’s air quality lawed: CPCB” (Feb.28,
2017) read: “... air quality standards require that the daily PM2.5 aver-
ages not exceed60mg/cubicmetre and40mg/cubicmetre annually.” It
should have been 60microgram/cubic metre and 40microgram/cubic
metre.
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DATA POINT

The opening observation in
Amnesty International’s latest
annual report, that “2016 saw
the idea of human dignity and
equality, the very notion of a
human family, coming under
vigorous and relentless assault
from powerful narratives of

blame, fear and scapegoating, propagated by thosewho sought
to take or cling on to power almost at any cost”, could not have
captured in starker terms the currentworldwide repudiation of
the core ideals enshrined in the 1948 Universal Declaration of
Human Rights. The compilation could contribute signiicantly
to alter a general perception about the concerns traditionally
championed by the organisation— state repression, torture and
extrajudicial executions of guerrilla insurgents in parts of Latin
America, Africa and Asia. But the shift in focus points to the
more fundamental and universal challenges confronting the
post-WorldWar II liberal international order.
The report identiies three most troubling manifestations of

the erosion of human rights values. These are the systematic
suppressionof dissenting voices, a rise in xenophobic anddivis-
ivemeans of politicalmobilisation and the substitution of an ‘us
versus them’ nationalist narrative for multilateralism. The per-
vasive and often cross-cutting nature of these inluences is self-
evident in all the deining economic and political challenges of
the day.

‘Us versus them’ rhetoric
But the report places a large responsibility for the deplorable
global human rights scenario,which in its view is comparable to
the 1930s, on the U.S. and Europe. Most notable has been their
reckless resort to what it calls a toxic and cynical “us versus
them” rhetoric in dealing with the unprecedented challenge of
mass immigration. The hate-mongering that leaders have un-
leashed has poisoned their societies and pushed governments
to lout the very norms they helped establish.

Amnesty further cautions on the potential domino efect of
this stance; not misplaced given the impunity elected repres-
entatives continue to enjoy for the mass atrocities and the con-
sequent curtailment of civil liberties. It points to 36 countries
that illegally deported refugees to states where their rights
would be at risk. Another is the decision last year by three
African states to pull out of the International Criminal Court. A
blatant attempt to escape judicial accountability, the move is
not without important precedents.

The erosion of human rights leadership, the report says, re-
verberates across the multilateral stage, where mature demo-
cracies in pursuit of a narrow nationalist agenda have no locus
standi topromote global cooperation.Amnestyhas, against this
backdrop, called upon people around the world to resist at-
tempts to undermine hard-won human rights in return for the
promise of immediate material prosperity and security.
Whatever the relevance of such an appeal in concrete and prac-
tical terms, itsmoral resonance is unmistakable. It is a return to
the report’s opening theme. Where basic human dignity and
equality are bartered away, that would be the end of individual
and collective rights as the world has known them for a little
over seven decades.

Yesterday once more
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GARIMELLA SUBRAMANIAM

A new report compares the global rights
scenario today to the 1930s

The Congress strength in the new Lok Sabha continued to
stand at 278 to-day [March 1]. One of the two results an-
nounced to-day [March 1] went in favour of the All-Party Hill
Leaders Conference of Assam. The other seat was annexed by
the C.P.I. So far the results for 511 seats have been announced.
The results of elections to nine more seats remain to be an-
nounced and one member will be nominated to represent
NEFA. Prof. G.G. Swell, sitting member, was declared elected
to-day [March 1] from the Autonomous District (S.T.) Parlia-
mentary constituency as APHLC nominee, defeating his Con-
gress rival, Mr. B.G. Nomomin by nearly 42,000 votes. Mr.
Dhireswar Kalita (C.P.I.) was to-day [March 1] declared elected
to the Gauhati Lok Sabha seat defeating five opponents in-
cluding the sitting Congress member. This is the first time the
Communist Party won a Lok Sabha seat in Assam.

FIFTY YEARS AGO MARCH 2, 1967

Opposition gains two more Lok Sabha seats
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FROM ARCHIVES

It is understood that the English paper of the Matriculation
Examination which is now going on [in Calcutta] has leaked
out. This was found out during the examination in English on
Thursday morning. How the paper was abstracted has not yet
been ascertained. There was an informal conference of some
of the University authorities yesterday evening to consider
situation but with no definite result. An urgent meeting of the
Syndicate has been called for today (Friday) when the situ-
ation will be fully considered. In the meantime the examina-
tion in other subjects will go on as usual. It is expected that
the candidates will be examined in English again. It is repor-
ted that Mathematics paper has also leaked out but the Uni-
versity authorities have no information on the matter up till
now.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO MARCH 2, 1917

Examination paper leaked out

Dualism/
Psychology
Studying the cognitive de-
velopment of college stu-
dents, educational psycho-
logist William G. Perry set
out the concept of dual-
istic thinking in his model
of intellectual develop-
ment involving nine levels,
published in 1970. Dualism
refers to the first level of
intellectual capacity, to
understand good and evil
in black and white, sans in-
tervening shades. In dual-
istic thinking, students
typically tend to depend
on figures of authority as
benchmarks on what is
right or wrong rather than
analysing facts. An under-
standing and realisation of
this model could enable
students to develop intel-
lectually beyond the level.
Perry’s model today re-
mains part of college
teaching systems in many
western contexts.
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How is biodiversity — the
vast variety of plants and
animals on earth — useful?

At a recent, unique confer-
ence organised by the Pon-
tifical Academy of Sci-
ences at the Vatican
involving nature and social
scientists, the focus was on
the slender thread by
which 90% of humanity’s
food security hangs —
which is, just 103 varieties
of plants that are regularly
cultivated. At the same
time, there is detailed
knowledge of only a fifth
of all estimated plant spe-
cies that exist. Yet, vast
areas of earth are being
deforested before the rest
can even be studied. A
similar lack of full under-
standing of how plants, an-
imals and the environment
interact, with con-
sequences for humans, un-
derscores the need for re-
straint, scientists say.

What is the threat to the
world’s biodiversity?
The real possibility that
half of all wildlife will dis-

appear permanently by
the turn of the century
worries scientists, who say
human beings have not
taken into account the ir-
replaceable services like
water, food, medicines,
flood control and pollu-
tion abatement that nature
provides them. This is in
contrast to other types of
accepted accounting, such
as determining poverty
lines, direct environ-
mental losses and climate
change impact. As the
planet’s population contin-
ues to grow, and resource
consumption rises, the
rate of species loss is accel-
erating.

Major threats to biod-
iversity are clearing of
land for agriculture and
urbanisation, spread of
alien species, pests, and
disease-causing organ-
isms, unsustainable hunt-
ing and gathering of anim-
als, and climate change. As
scientist Paul R. Ehrlich
describes it, a single spe-
cies is determining the fate
of all others.

But have there not been

past extinctions? There
have been five mass ex-
tinctions so far in Earth’s
geological history, with a
more than 75% loss of es-
timated species. The earli-
est, the Ordovician, about
440 million years ago, was
followed by the Devonian
(365 million years), Per-
mian (245 million), Trias-
sic (210 million), Creta-
ceous (65 million). What
differentiates the current
fate of plants and animals
from those is the relentless
human pressure on
nature.

What can be done?Conser-
vationists like Prof. Ehr-
lich, who view a surging
population coupled with
consumption as the
primary threat, advocate
more women’s education
to reduce the birth rate.
Sustainable practices like
cutting fossil fuel use, ac-
counting for the value of
ecological systems, spar-
ing wild areas from re-
source extraction, expand-
ing urban agriculture, and
preserving species in sanc-
tuaries are ways forward.

Earthly matters
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FAQ

A single species, man, is deciding the fate of all others
G. Ananthakrishnan

Inside Manipur
bit.ly/2lyiC9O

After months of political turmoil,
what really has changed in Tamil
Nadu? With the nomination of Edap-
padi K. Palaniswami as the Chief Min-
ister and a coterie of leaders loyal to
V.K. Sasikala, including her nephew
T.T.V. Dinakaran taking over as the
new deputy general secretary of the
party, the structure that held the All
India Anna Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (AIADMK) is now largely
intact. This was despite the loss of its
former Chief Minister O. Pan-
neerselvam along with 10 MLAs and a
few MPs.

How did all the recent tumult —
the street protests against the estab-
lishment that masqueraded as agita-
tions for jallikattu, the internal
shenanigans of the AIADMK and the
conviction of Ms. Sasikala in the dis-
proportionate assets case — result in
this situation?

The answer is in the nature of
Dravidian politics featuring contesta-
tion that is devoid of ideological dif-
ference, the emphasis on culture as a
means of securing legitimacy and the
need for a centralised leadership to
run a patronage system.

Filling the void
Following the death of Jayalalithaa, it
made sense for the AIADMK leader-
ship to throw its lot with Ms. Sasikala.
The party’s power has always been
concentrated in one leader. It also es-
chewed a second-rung leadership
beyond loyal lieutenants from dom-
inant OBC groups, chosen on the
basis of their ability to deliver elect-
oral support and patronage. Jayala-
lithaa as the mass leader who tran-
scended narrow caste identities
helped it retain mass support.

Following Jayalalithaa’s death, all
Ms. Sasikala had to do was to take the
former’s role in order to retain the
party structure and the way the AI-
ADMK conducted its politics of pat-
ronage in government.

Initially, it was much easier for Ms.
Sasikala to appropriate the role of
general secretary than to take up the
post of Chief Minister which needed
a steady hand in the transition of
power. The choice of Mr. Pan-
neerselvam was to ensure continuity

— he had performed the role of a
chair warmer with aplomb before.

Two things worked against Ms.
Sasikala. First, unlike Jayalalithaa,
Ms. Sasikala had never been a “pub-
lic figure” beyond a role in backroom
politics. Second, the frustration with
the state of affairs in the ruling estab-
lishment was evident during the
jallikattu protests. For long a “paci-
fied public sphere” during the years
of Dravidian rule since the 1990s,
Tamil Nadu saw spontaneous
protests for jallikattu. In the
Dravidian era, culture — linguistic ex-
clusionary politics or, in this case,
agrarian tradition — have always been
the subjects for rallying public sup-
port rather than economic or civic is-
sues. The protesters voiced their an-
ger on the ban on jallikattu, blaming
the Central and State governments as
much as animal rights organisations.
With protesters raging against her on
the streets, it was surely difficult for
Ms. Sasikala to stake claim to the
Chief Minister’s post.

The passing of an ordinance and

later a Bill to overturn the jallikattu
ban allowed the government to quell
the agitations besides providing Mr.
Panneerselvam a sense of achieve-
ment. But when Ms. Sasikala sought
to get the Chief Minister’s post there-
after, he offered no resistance and
resigned. Why did the former CM
subsequently change tack and take
recourse to rebellion? The announce-
ment around this time that the judg-
ment in the disproportionate assets
case was “due in a week” helps us
with some pointers.

Split wide open
With the outcome of a major case
pending against her, Governor C.
Vidyasagar Rao was in no hurry to in-
vite Ms. Sasikala to form the new gov-
ernment. Mr. Panneerselvam’s be-
lated revolt allowed the Governor
more leeway. It is quite clear that
both the Governor — acting as a rep-
resentative of the Centre — and Mr.
Panneerselvam had doubts about Ms.
Sasikala’s exoneration in the case.
Among those who prominently

threw in their lot with Mr. Pan-
neerselvam were former Bharatiya
Janata Party hands such as Rajya
Sabha MP V. Maitreyan or the Educa-
tion Minister “Mafoi” K. Pandiarajan.

The mood was upbeat for the ex-
Chief Minister’s camp in the run-up
to the judgment, but there was also a
silent consolidation of support in Ms.
Sasikala’s faction. Clearly, an impres-
sion was created that Mr. Pan-
neerselvam was being led on by the
Centre, keen on a rupture in the
AIADMK.

Merely eight months since As-
sembly elections, most of the ruling
MLAs had little incentive to play a
high stakes game of rebellion, pos-
sibly inviting disqualification, a loss
of power and perhaps even fresh
elections.

Mr. Panneerselvam’s hopes that
Ms. Sasikala’s conviction would result
in a shift of support were also belied
as the dominant faction came up
with a gambit: nominating Mr. Palan-
iswami as its new Chief Minister-des-
ignate. Mr. Palaniswami belongs to
the Kongu Vellalar Gounder com-
munity and is a powerful party lieu-
tenant from western Tamil Nadu,
helping the AIADMK register a clean
sweep of seats here in May 2016.

The new order
With Gounders under-represented in
the Cabinet as compared to
Mukkalathors relative to their MLA
strengths, Mr. Palaniswami’s eleva-
tion now assures support from party
leaders from the community. The re-
turn of Mr. Dinakaran meanwhile al-
lows Ms. Sasikala’s family to retain a
degree of control despite her being in
jail.

Mr. Panneerselvam now has no
option but to build a mass base using
his rebellion. This is going to be diffi-
cult, as the opposition Dravida Mun-
netra Kazhagam did not miss a trick
by creating enough optics during the
trust vote to revert the political equa-
tion into an AIADMK-DMK contest.

For those in the Centre seeking to
take advantage of the crisis, this bout
was lost. The resilience of Dravidian
politics based on patronage, back-
ward community assertion and its
long-running structure of two-party
contestation is evident.

Instead of taking shortcuts to
power by seizing on the weaknesses
of the AIADMK, the opposition
should seek popular support by act-
ing responsibly out of power.

srinivasan.vr@thehindu.co.in

With the dust settling on the tumult in Tamil Nadu, the resilience of the politics of patronage is evident

In the saddle: Tamil Nadu Chief Minister Edappadi K. Palaniswami at the
Secretariat in Chennai. S.R. RAGHUNATHAN

The more things change…

Srinivasan Ramani

After a spate of terror attacks in Punjab,
Sindh and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP),
Pakistan has launched a new counter-terror-
ism offensive, Raddul Fasaad. Will it succeed
where Zarb-e-Azb, the previous operation,
failed? Or, could the new operation create
more problems and have unintended
fallouts?

According to the Inter Services Public Re-
lations (ISPR), the media wing of the
Pakistan Army, Raddul Fasaad aims at “indis-
criminately eliminating residual/ latent
threat of terrorism, consolidating the gains
made in other military operations… and fur-
ther ensuring security of the borders”.

Borderlines
The ISPR statement highlights the predomin-
ant Pakistani perception of the problem and
its potential solutions. The security estab-
lishment sees the problem as a “residual/lat-
ent threat of terrorism” and linked with an
ineffective border. Is the border and what
happens across the Durand Line the real
problem of terror attacks in Pakistan? Ironic-
ally, Kabul also seems to believe that ineffect-
ive border management, but by Pakistan, is a
strong requirement for Afghan stability.

Here lies the problem. Immediately after
the February attacks, the Pakistan Chief of
Army Staff, Gen. Qamar Javed Bajwa, ex-
pressed “concerns over continued acts of
terrorism in Pakistan with impunity from
Afghanistan” to Gen. John Nicholson, Com-
mander of the Resolution Support Mission
(RSM) in Afghanistan, and asked him to “play
his role in disconnecting this planning, dir-
ection, coordination and financial support”
from Afghanistan. The terrorism problem in
Pakistan could well have a cross-Durand
link; some of the terrorist groups such as the
Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) and the
Jamaat-ul-Ahrar ( JuA), that had claimed the
Lahore attack may be operating out of Afgh-
anistan. But this is only part of the larger
problem. Gen. Nicholson, in his testimony
on February 9, just before the terrorist at-
tacks in Lahore and later in Sehwan, told the
U.S. Senate Armed Services Committee:
“The Taliban and Haqqani network are the
greatest threats to security in Afghanistan.
Their senior leaders remain insulated from
pressure and enjoy freedom of actions
within Pakistan safe havens.”

Clearly, Pakistan’s terror problems will re-
main complicated as long as the terror
groups with safe havens in Af-Pak have con-
vergence. Perhaps, this is where Zarb-e-Azb

failed miserably. Though the operations tar-
geted militants in the tribal agencies and a
few districts of the KP, it remained selective.
The Pakistani establishment continues to
consider the Taliban-Haqqani network as an
asset and a source of leverage.

Will Raddul Fasaad succeed if Pakistan
goes ahead with the same strategy?
Pakistan’s present terrorism problem is not
“residual terrorism” and “border related”,
but a result of selective targeting of terror
groups by the Zarb-e-Azb.

The difference this time
The big difference between Zarb-e-Azb and
Raddul Fasaad will be the nature of opera-
tions and its geographic spread. The Zarb-e-
Azb concentrated primarily on the tribal
agencies and select parts of KP, mainly North
and South Waziristan, Swat valley and Khy-
ber Agency.

Raddul Fasaad has an expanded scope;
perhaps this will be Pakistan’s first urban
counter-terror offensive, and that too in Pun-
jab. Yet another challenge for the new opera-
tion would be the target groups, the sec-
tarian militants. Led by the
Lashkar-e-Jhangvi (LeJ) and its factions, the
sectarian militants are stronger in Punjab
and Sindh (especially Karachi). These
groups, unlike the TTP and al-Qaeda in
Pakistan, ideologically have the support of
some mosques and their madrasas. Besides,
there have also been reports on the presence
of the Islamic State (IS); it has in fact claimed
the suicide attack on the Sufi shrine in Se-
hwan, Sindh. Raddul Fasaad will be treading
into sectarian groups, which Zarb-e-Azb
didn’t. Also, the support and patronage for
some of these sectarian groups come from
political parties that have been ruling Punjab
and Sindh.

The larger problem and the likely fallout
of the Raddul Fasaad will be political. The
“National Action Plan” to counter terrorism
so far has been primarily led by the military
rather than by the Parliament. Raddul Fas-
aad is likely to expand this gap even further.

Raddul Fasaad is also likely to strengthen
the debate on reviving the military courts
that expired in January 2017. The Pakistan
Muslim League favours its revival and is
likely to get a resolution passed soon, per-
haps this month itself.

Finally, an important fallout may be on
ethnic relations within the country. Already,
the Pashtun community has started com-
plaining of “racial profiling”; the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa provincial assembly has just
passed a resolution against the selective tar-
geting of Pashtuns in Sindh, Punjab and
Pakistan Occupied Kashmir.

D. Suba Chandran is Professor, National Institute of
Advanced Studies, Indian Institute of Science,
Bangalore

Operation Replay?
As Pakistan launches the Raddul Fasaad counter-terror
ofensive, a comparison with the previous crackdown

D. Suba Chandran
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“Remonetisation is up sub-
stantially, and its combina-
tion with economic resili-
ence has shown some signs
of a return of growth,” Mr.
Jaitley added. “Therefore I
do expect that in the future
quarters, this figure itself
will grow further.”

The CSO said in its
second advance estimates
that the full-year’s GDP
growth rate would remain
unchanged at 7.1% from its
earlier estimate made in
January.

Within the Q3 numbers,
the manufacturing sector
grew 8.3%, faster than the
6.9% registered in Q2. The
agriculture sector witnessed
a growth of 6% in Q3 com-
pared with 3.8% in Q2.

At the same time, even
the mining and quarrying
sector saw a rebound, with
growth accelerating to 7.5%
from a contraction of 1.3%
in Q2.

What is surprising, ac-
cording to economists, was

that private final consump-
tion expenditure (PFCE), a
proxy for private spending,
was shown to have grown
far faster in Q3 (which in-
cluded the months immedi-
ately following demonetisa-
tion) than was estimated for
the entire year.

While PFCE witnessed a
growth rate of 10% in Q3,
the CSO estimates a growth
rate of 7.2% for the full year.

Speaking in Delhi follow-
ing his return from a five-
day trip to the U.K., Mr. Jait-
ley also said that “both the
government and private sec-
tor investors in the U.K. are
extremely buoyant as far as
India is concerned.”

GDP igures highly
suspect: Cong.

Anand Sharma

The police have recovered
arms and ammunition from
a truck returning from
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir
(PoK) in the Uri area of Bara-
mulla district on Tuesday.

On a tip-off, a truck com-
ing from Chakoti in the PoK
was intercepted at a barri-
cade in Uri on Tuesday, a po-
lice spokesman said.

“During the search, a
Chinese pistol, two pistol
magazines, 14 rounds, four
AK magazines, 120 AK
rounds and two Chinese
grenades were recovered
from the truck,” the police
said.

The arms were hidden in
a “well-camouflaged cavity”
in the truck.

The driver, identified as Ir-
shad AhmadMantoo, a resid-
ent of Kulgam in south Kash-
mir, has been detained.

Case lodged
A case under Section 7/25 of
the Arms Act and Section 13
of the Unlawful Activities

Prevention Act was lodged at
the Uri police station. “An in-
vestigation has begun,” the
police said.

Former Chief Minister and
National Conference (NC)

working president Omar Ab-
dullah called for full-body
scanners for trucks coming
from the PoK into Jammu
and Kashmir.

“During every single

meeting, this issue was
flagged and followed up.
Thus, far, there has been
little or no progress … Full
truck scanners flagged for
acquisition since Chidam-

baram was HM (Union Home
Minister),” Mr. Abdullah pos-
ted on Twitter.

A cross-LoC bus service
was started in 2005 and was
followed by trade in 2008.

Arms found in truck from PoK
Driver, a resident of south Kashmir, detained; ammunition was hidden in a ‘well-camoulaged cavity’

Trucks from Pakistan wait for unloading, near the Line of Control. PHOTO FOR REPRESENTATIONAL PURPOSE ONLY

Peerzada Ashiq

Srinagar

India has asked Pakistan to
re-investigate the 2008
Mumbai terror attack case
and put on trial Jammat-
ud-Dawa chief Hafiz Saeed
who is currently under
house arrest in Lahore un-
der the anti-terrorism law.

India has made a fresh
demand in a reply to
Pakistan’s request to send
24 Indian witnesses to re-
cord their statements in
the case, an Interior Min-
istry official said. “We have
received a reply from In-
dian government in re-
sponse to our letter regard-
ing sending 24 Indian
witnesses to Pakistan to re-
cord their statements in
the Mumbai attack case.
But instead of entertaining
our request, India has
sought re-investigation and
also demanded trial of
Saeed and LeT operation
commander Zakiur Reh-
man Lakhvi in the light of
evidence it had provided to
Pakistan,” the official said.

Reprobe
26/11 case:
India to Pak.
Press Trust of India

Lahore

Dangwimsai Pul, the widow
of former Arunachal Chief
Minister Kalikho Pul, has
written a fresh letter to the
Supreme Court for an ex-
planation on the circum-
stances under which her first
communication to the Chief
Justice of India — seeking re-
gistration of an FIR on the
basis of corruption allega-
tions against sitting Supreme
Court judges and politicians
— was converted into a writ
petition and put up for judi-
cial hearing.

Counsel’s objection
Ms. Pul was allowed to with-
draw her petition by a Bench
of Justices A.K. Goel and U.U.

Lalit on February 23 after
her counsel, Dushyant Dave,
objected to how her letter
seeking the CJI’s administrat-
ive assent to register an FIR
found its way to the judicial
side.

Before withdrawing the

petition, Mr. Dave had ex-
pressed apprehension that a
judicial order from the
Bench dismissing the peti-
tion would bar Ms. Pul from
seeking remedies before
other fora.

SIT probe sought
Ms. Pul, besides this second
letter to the Supreme Court
on February 28, had written
to Vice-President Hamid An-
sari for an independent in-
vestigation by a special in-
vestigation team (SIT) into
the contents of her hus-
band’s suicide note.

Drawing attention to vari-
ous news reports that Ms.
Pul met the Vice-President
on Tuesday, the Vice-Presid-
ent’s Secretariat clarified

that the “factual position is
that Ms. Pul has handed over
a petition to a senior official
of the Vice-President Secret-
ariat on February 28, 2017”.

The letter sought the Vice-
President to “consult other
judges in terms of Veer-
aswami judgment and per-
mit filing of an FIR against
the Hon’ble Chief Justice of
India and Hon’ble Justice
Dipak Misra.”

The 1991 Supreme Court
verdict in the K. Veeraswami
versus State of Tamil Nadu
case had held that permis-
sion of the Chief Justice of In-
dia was mandatory before
registration of FIR for cor-
ruption against serving High
Court or Supreme Court
judges.

Pul’s wife writes to SC again
Seeks explanation over how her letter to CJI was put up for judicial hearing

Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Kalikho Pul

Mocking economists, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Wednesday said “hard work
is more powerful than Har-
vard” as the latest GDP data
show demonetisation did
not affect growth rate,
rather the figures improved.

“On the one hand are
those [critics of note ban]
who talk of what people at
Harvard say and on the
other hand is a poor man’s
son who through his hard-
work is trying to improve
the economy,” he said at an
election meeting here.

“In fact, hard work is
much more powerful than
Harvard”, he said without
elaborating.

His remark came against
the backdrop of Professor of
Economics and Philosophy
at Harvard University and
Nobel Laureate Amartya
Sen terming demonetisation
as a “despotic action that
has struck at the root of the
economy based on trust.”

The government had on
Tuesday pegged GDP
growth at a higher-than-ex-
pected 7.1 per cent for 2016-
17 despite the cash blues,
which was higher than Chi-
na’s 6.8 per cent for Octo-
ber-December period of
2016, making India retain
the tag of the world’s fastest
growing economy.

‘Gift and bonus’
Coming back to electoral
politics in Uttar Pradesh,
Mr. Modi said the electorate
has already ‘ensured’ the
BJP’s victory in the first five
phases and now they would
give surplus votes as ‘gift
and bonus’ in the remaining
two rounds.

“I request the voters of
the State to give the rest of
the two phases as bonus to
the party. This is similar to
the chillies and coriander
leaves, which the vegetable

seller gives to the buyer as
bonus,” he said, drawing ap-
plause from the crowd.

A few days back the
Prime Minister had spoken
of the possibility of a hung
Assembly in the State, say-
ing the SP and the BSP were
waiting for such an oppor-
tunity for bargaining,
prompting Chief Minister
Akhilesh Yadav to comment
that after dreaming of 300-
plus seats, Mr. Modi was
now talking about a frac-
tured verdict.

Mr. Modi also referred to
the website of the Uttar Pra-
desh government to slam
Mr. Akhilesh Yadav on his
‘kaam bolta hai’ (work
speaks for itself ) slogan.

“The U.P. government
website endorses my state-
ment of ‘karnama bolta hai’
as the site says life in U.P. is
short and uncertain...In this
respect, U.P. resembles
Saharan Africa,” he said.

Mr. Modi said he was sure
that as soon as his speech
was over, the officers en-
trusted with the task of
maintaining the website
would be immediately
reprimanded.

He also took a dig at the
Congress-SP alliance claim-
ing, “One of them has the
expertise in destroying In-
dia, while the other has the
expertise in destroying Ut-
tar Pradesh.”

He also challenged the
Congress and asked what it
had done for the country
since Independence.

PMModi mocks
note ban critics
Says hard work beats Harvard

Press Trust of India

Maharajganj

Narendra Modi

At a time when the Delhi po-
lice have come under the
NHRC scanner in the recent
Ramjas College violence, the
Supreme Court on Wednes-
day sounded resigned about
how its orders to usher in
police reforms have fell on
deaf ears over the past sev-
eral years.

“Police reforms are going
on and on. Nobody listens to
our orders,” Chief Justice of
India J.S. Khehar remarked,
declining a plea for an ur-
gent hearing on a petition
seeking reforms within the
policing infrastructure of the
country. The reforms in-
clude fixed tenure for senior
officers and sealing the po-
lice force from political influ-

ences. In 2006, after hear-
ings which carried on for
years, the SC in Prakash
Singh versus Union of India
had laid down seven binding
directives to trigger reforms
in the police force.

However, three years
later, met with defiance, the
SC had remarked: “Not a
single State government is
willing to cooperate. What
can we do?” The current pe-
tition filed by advocate Ash-

wini Upadhyay has sought
direction to the Centre, State
governments and the Law
Commission to implement
police reforms and the
Model Police Act, 2006 to
ensure an “effective and im-
partial police system”.

“That arbitrary and unac-
countable functioning of the
police has led to complete
alienation of many citizens
from the State. Complete
politicisation of the police
force has led to highly par-
tisan crime investigation.
State governments have
been habitually abusing
their powers to drop serious
criminal charges against
their supporters and foist
false cases against their op-
ponents,” Mr. Upadhyay’s
plea said.

Nobody listens to our
orders: Supreme Court
‘Directive to usher in police reforms fell on deaf ears’

Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI

The timetable is back in
force. After nine long
months, nearly 10 lakh chil-
dren returned to school in
the Kashmir Valley on Wed-
nesday.

The happy moment of re-
union, however, turned to
be painful for some, as
friends turned up with pel-
let injuries sustained during
the spiral of violence in the
aftermath of the killing of a
Hizbul Mujahideen militant,
Burhan Wani, last July.

Schools opened briefly in
November for examina-
tions. While over 80% of the
students qualified in the
Class 10 and 12 examina-
tions, others were given
mass promotion. The au-
thorities later announced a

winter vacation till March.
“I gifted a painting to my

friend who I saw after four
months,” said Anisa Bhaat,
a student in Srinagar, who
was happy to be back. “It’s a
beautiful feeling to see my
friends again.”

“Schools have finally re-

opened. Let us hope we
have a normal session,”
Justice Bilal Nazki, Chair-
man, State Human Rights
Commission, wrote.

Muhammad Autha Hus-
sain (17), who lost vision in
the right eye after being hit
by pellets, was happy to be

back among friends in Class
11 at Mehjoor Memorial
Higher Secondary, Pul-
wama. “I have taken up Arts
as a subject after scoring 74
per cent in Class 10 despite
my eye problem. My eye is
showing some improve-
ment. Around 30 per cent
vision has been restored
after multiple surgeries,” he
told The Hindu.

However, Uzair Maqbool,
17, is sad that he could not
join the classes on Wednes-
day. He is nursing fresh
wounds in the eyes after un-
dergoing a surgery in Amrit-
sar two months ago.

“Education and political
movement have to go hand
in hand. One cannot give up
education,” said Amir
Ahmad [name changed],
who was arrested last year.

It’s school time again in Valley
Students return after nine months when violence disrupted classes

Peerzada Ashiq

Srinagar

Back to studies: Schoolgirls on the irst day after the winter
vacation in Srinagar onWednesday. NISSAR AHMAD

Describing its ‘programme’
on conservation of rhino-
ceros at the Kaziranga Na-
tional Park as “balanced and
impartial”, the British Broad-
casting Corporation (BBC)
has said that “any such reac-
tion [ban] to a report on an
important global issue like
the appropriate way to com-
bat poaching would be ex-
tremely disappointing”.

‘Revoke visas’
On February 27, an office
memorandum issued by the
National Tiger Conservation
Authority (NTCA), urged the
Ministry of External Affairs
to revoke the visas of BBC’s
South Asia correspondent
Justin Rowlatt and his crew,
and prevent “their further
entry into India, for a period
not less than five years”.

The NTCA, which comes
under the Ministry of Envir-
onment Forest and Climate
Change, expressed strong

objection to the BBC docu-
mentary, ‘Our World: Killing
for Conservation’.

The memorandum also
advised the wildlife wing of
the Ministry to “disallow
filming permission to the
BBC in any protected area of
the country for a period of
five years”.

The Hindu reported,
(‘MoEF seeks 5-year ban on
BBC crew’, March 1) on the
incident on the basis of the
official memorandum of the
NTCA. The statement, which
has been attributed to a BBC
spokesperson, said the inter-
national broadcaster had not
received “any notification of

a ban from the authorities”.
The BBC statement was

circulated by Perfect Rela-
tions, a public relations com-
pany. It also stated that the
BBC has “approached the
relevant government author-
ities to ensure their position
was fully reflected but they
declined to take part”.

Rhino report impartial: BBC
Broadcaster says it has not received any notiication of a ban from authorities

Special Correspondent

Kolkata

An injured one-horned rhinoceros inside the PobitoraWildlife Sanctuary in Assam. The NTCA
has expressed strong objection to the BBC documentary. FILE PHOTO

The government on Wed-
nesday notified the law
making it a criminal offence
to possess more than a cer-
tain number of the old ₹500
and ₹1,000 notes. The Spe-
cified Bank Notes (Cessation
of Liabilities) Act, 2017, was
passed by Parliament in
February and received Pres-
ident Pranab Mukherjee’s
approval on February 27.

Now, possessing more
than 10 pieces of old notes
by individuals and more
than 25 pieces for study, re-
search or numismatics pur-
poses would attract a fine of
₹10,000 or five times the
value of the cash held,
whichever is higher.

The law also has a provi-
sion for a fine of a minimum
of ₹50,000 if people falsely
declare they were outside
the country during the de-
monetisation period of
November 9, 2016 to
December 30, 2016.

According to the rules,

those actually outside the
country within this window
are allowed to deposit the
old notes till March 31.

The Act also effectively
puts to end the liability of
the RBI and the government
on the demonetised cur-
rency notes. The decision to
demonetise high value cur-
rency notes was announced
by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on November 8, 2016,
with the stated objective of
hitting those with black
money stashed away, as well
as stopping the influx of
counterfeit notes of these
denominations.

Special Correspondent

New Delhi

Keeping over 10 old
notes to attract ine

Holdingmore than 10 old
notes is also a criminal
ofence.

With curbs on liquor and
strict enforcement by the
Excise Department, the
use of Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances
(NDPS) and tobacco
products in Kerala is turn-
ing to be a matter of con-
cern for the government.

In the May 25-January 31
2016-2017 period, as many
as 2,508 NDPS cases and
48,568 cases under the Ci-
garettes and Other To-
bacco Products (Prohibi-
tion of Advertisement and
Regulation of Trade and
Commerce, Production,
Supply and Distribution)
Act were registered in the
State. In 2015-16, the num-
ber of NDPS and COTPA
cases were 1,144 and 6,909.

Substance
abuse a
concern in
Kerala
Special Correspondent

Thiruvananthapuram

The Defence Research and
Development Organisation
(DRDO) on Wednesday
signed a technology transfer
agreement with Jindal Stain-
less (Hisar) Ltd. ( JSHL) for
manufacturing high nitro-
gen steel (HNS).

The alloy has significant
applications in the defence
sector, but currently the
country is largely depend-
ent on imports. The “non-
exclusive” licencing agree-
ment for armour applica-
tions was signed between
the Defence Metallurgical
Research Laboratory

(DMRL), the Hyderabad-
based laboratory of the
DRDO and the JSHL.

Officials said the HNS,
with a much higher ballistic
strength, will free the coun-
try of imports. “HNS is not
only tough but also has good
strength. In addition to be-
ing non-magnetic and corro-
sion-resistant, the HNS cost
is about 40% less than that
of rolled homogenous ar-
mour steel (RHA),” the
DRDO said. Subhash
Bhamre, Minister of State
for Defence, noted that the
technology would further
the Army’s quest for lighter
armouring material.

DRDO inks deal
to make key alloy

Has applications in defence sector

Special Correspondent

New Delhi
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With Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, during the Uttar
Pradesh election campaign,
initiating talk of how cremat-
oria and burial grounds
should be distributed in vil-
lages, a look at how Varanasi
fares in the development
matrix is in order. For, the
holy city is Mr. Modi’s Lok
Sabha constituency, its ghats
along the Ganga a teeming
place for last rites.

Not too far from the
Manikarnika ghat, a place of
cremation, is the camp office
of Mr. Modi in a nondescript
building that has a set of
three offices and a waiting
area in the courtyard. It is
from here that Mr. Modi
keeps in touch with his con-
stituents and gets feedback
on ongoing projects estim-
ated at up to ₹30,000 crore
sanctioned in the area.

“Being Prime Minister,
Modiji was concerned that
he should not lose touch
with the people, and that he
should respond to their
needs as much as an MP
does,” said Shiv Sharan
Pathak, a member of the BJP,
who runs the PMO’s secret-
ariat, as it is called here.

A four-lane highway from
the Babatpur airport to the
city, underground cabling
for utilities, and LED street
lighting are just some of the

things the citizens in
Varanasi attribute as a direct
consequence of being in the
PM’s Lok Sabha constitu-
ency. At the office, work
moves in a streamlined way.
“We segregate work accord-
ing to the authorities that
have to be approached. If it
is something to do with the
district administration, we
take it up with them, or with
the Union or the State gov-
ernments,” Mr. Pathak says.

“For follow-up, every day,
either a local BJP MLA or
MLC sits in the office during

working hours to collate re-
quests and chase them up.
Every Saturday, a Union Min-
ister is present here to over-
see the work. Mainly, [Tour-
ism Minister] Dr. Mahesh
Sharma, [Telecom Minister]
Manoj Sinha, [Minister of
State for Human Resource
Development] Ma-
hendranath Pandey and
Suresh Khanna (head of the
Vidhan Mandal) take turns to
be here every Saturday of
the month,” Mr. Pathak says.
“With regard to requests to
the State government, those

are still problematic to fol-
low up, but the Central gov-
ernment’s works are fast-
tracked,” he says.

Helped free hostage
The Prime Minister has been
responsive in several other
ways as well. When Varanasi
resident and merchant navy
engineer Santosh Bharadwaj
was held hostage by pirates
off the coast of Nigeria, his
family turned to their local
MP for help, and Mr. Bharad-
waj was on his way home.

Chandra Kumar Tiwari, a

travel business owner in the
city, says that having the
same party in power at the
Centre and in the State could
help end U.P.’s develop-
mental woes. “Right now,
there are still excuses being
made for certain amenities
not being provided. Iss baar
jo sab baaki log kehtey the,
karza maafi vagera,
Bhajapaa [BJP] ne bhi keh
diya apne manifesto mein
(this time, promises made by
others, of farm loan write-
offs etc., have been made by
the BJP as well),” he says.

A holy town counts its blessings
As PM’s constituency, Varanasi is plied with much attention and a wave of development projects

Sunny days: Tourists enjoy a boat ride during sunrise in Varanasi recently. R. V. MOORTHY

Nistula Hebbar

VARANASI

Six faces find a place on the
BJP’s hoardings in Uttar Pra-
desh — Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi, Bharatiya
Janata Party president Amit
Shah, Union Ministers Ra-
jnath Singh, Uma Bharti and
Kalraj Mishra and party MP
Keshub Maurya.

The five-time MP from
Gorakhpur, Yogi
Adityanath, whose aggress-
ive campaigning style is in
sync with that of his leader-
ship, is not among them.
BJP sources say the Yogi,
whose supporters wanted
him named as the party’s
chief ministerial face, has
never found favour with Mr.
Modi or Mr. Shah.

But in these elections, the
BJP leadership, for the first
time, deployed the Yogi ex-
tensively in western U.P.
after the first phase. His
high-octane speeches that
took in all the favourite
Hindutva themes have had
its impact, as this corres-
pondent discovered while
travelling last month in the
Muslim-dominated
Moradabad-Amroha belt.

Mahant’s legacy
Awaidhnath, Mahant of the
powerful and wealthy
Gorakhnath Temple, who
had won Gorakhpur thrice
consecutively, passed on
both his political and reli-
gious legacy to Yogi
Adityanath. The latter’s
brand of muscular Hindutva
is now casting a shadow
over the politics of neigh-
bouring districts in eastern
Uttar Pradesh as well.

The Yogi heads the Hindu
Yuva Vahini, a Bajrang Dal-
style outfit. Not surprisingly,
his confrontational style has
been a cause of trouble for
successive administrations
in Gorakhpur.

In person, the Yogi does
not seem aggressive. “I’m
not in the party for any

post,” he says when asked
whether the BJP had given
him his due. “At the appro-
priate moment, the BJP will
take a decision.”

Graveyard row
Supporting the Prime Minis-
ter’s controversial statement
on graveyards, he says:
“Eighty per cent of our pop-
ulation are Hindus. Despite
that, ₹600 crore was spent
on cremation grounds and
₹1,300 crores for Muslim
graveyards.” When pressed
further, he smoothly shifts
gear. “Our priority should
be roads, electricity, clean
drinking water, health facil-
ities, teachers in schools,
not Kabristan [graveyard].”

When reminded that Mr.
Modi’s statement that more
electricity was given on
Ramzan than on Deepavali
is not borne out by facts, he
says: “Yes, 1,300 MW was
given on Ramzan and 1,500
MW on Deepavali. But on
the basis of population,
Hindus should get four
times as much, not just a
little more.”

As a religious leader,
should he be in politics? “In
Hindu spiritual thinking,
there are two streams —
pravriti [engaged in action]
and nivriti [when you retire
from action]…,” he says.

“They seem different, but
their goal is the same. We
have adopted politics to
achieve our goals, but have
not adopted politics for a
post or fame. “Ours is a mis-
sionary approach. I am just
a yogi.”

The importance
of Yogi Adityanath
BJP has deployed him in western U.P.

Smita Gupta

Gorakhpur

Yogi Adityanath

SP, BSP turned U.P. into
a pond of mud: Rajnath
BALLIA (U.P.)

Union Home Minister Rajnath
Singh on Wednesday said the
SP and the BSP had turned
U.P. into a pond of mud, but
exuded confidence that the
‘Lotus’ would bloom this
time. On the allegation of
worsening law and order, he
cited the rape case faced by
Minister Gayatri Prajapati. PTI

IN BRIEF

Students vandalise BJP
office in Manipur
IMPHAL

With three days to go for the
first phase of Assembly polls
in Manipur, Kangleipak
Students’ Association
members vandalised the BJP
office here on Wednesday.
When told that no one was in
the office, they went on a
rampage, damaging furniture
and breaking windowpanes,
BJP sources said. PTI

India releases 39
Pakistani prisoners
NEW DELHI

India on Wednesday released
39 Pakistani prisoners,
comprising 21 civil prisoners
and 18 fishermen, after
Pakistan confirmed their
nationality. Announcing their
release, the External Affairs
Ministry said the prisoners
were being repatriated to
Pakistan through the Attari/
Wagah check post. PTI

There is little to distinguish
Tiwaritola from other ham-
lets in the backward region
of eastern Uttar Pradesh. Aw-
ful roads, poor sanitation,
unreliable power supply,
river embankment woes, un-
bridled poverty and unem-
ployment scar its infrastruc-
ture and social landscape.
But one trait gives it addi-
tional notoriety. The drink-
ing water sources here are
heavily contaminated with
arsenic.

The bodies of the resid-
ents of Tiwaritola, which is
less than 300 metres from
the Ganga along the U.P.-Bi-
har border, bear testimony
to the toxicity in the water.
Nearly every person you en-
counter suffers from
melanosis (skin lesions or
white marks that develop on
their chest, abdomen or
thighs). Others suffer from
more serious ailments.

One such person is Sub-
ash Pandey, 55, a Brahmin
who earns his living by offer-
ing priestly services. For the
past 15 years, Mr. Pandey has
been ailing from arsenic-in-
duced conditions. His eye-
sight has gone poor, he feels
breathless, and finds it diffi-
cult to walk for long. But he
fears it could have developed
into something worse: long-
term exposure to arsenic
from water and food can
even lead to lung cancer.
“We are landless. Our bodies
are our only resources. If I
can’t move around, how will
we survive? What else could

I want but an aliment-free
life?” he asks.

Another resident, Ak-
shayvat Pandey, is much
younger but suffers from
similar symptoms. He pulls
off his shirt to reveal long
white marks and spots on his
torso. “Imagine what it
would have done to my in-
sides! If we store water in a
container, after a while it
turns red,” says Mr. Ak-
shayvat. In this part of the
country, arsenic poisoning
also has other social ramific-
ations. “Our daughters don’t
get married off easily if they
have those ugly marks,” says
Sashi Bushan Pandey.

Way above limits
According to a 2012 report
by two Kanpur-based re-
searchers, published in the
Journal of Environmental Bio-
logy, arsenic was first repor-
ted in drinking water in Bal-

lia in 2003. While the WHO
has set the permissible limit
for arsenic in drinking water
at 5 ppm, in Ballia, over 300
villages have arsenic above
that limit, with one third
having concentration levels
above 100 ppm.

The scare has drawn ex-
pert teams to Ballia from all
over. The issue was also
raised in the State Assembly.
As remedial steps, the previ-
ous Samajwadi Party govern-
ment installed filter plants in
some of the affected villages.
A joint study of the problem
was also conducted by Jamia
Milia Islamia University and
the All India Institute of Med-
ical Sciences five years ago,
while an Australian NGO de-
vised a mobile app to test the
presence of arsenic in water.

Villagers are still in search
of a permanent solution.
“No government did any-
thing to solve the problem.

They come here, survey and
go away,” says Mr. Subash.

Around 1.2 lakh people
could be affected by arsenic
in 55 villages of three blocks
of Ballia, the report cited
above says. In Ballia district,
30-40% net cultivable land is
under irrigation and more
than 60% of this irrigation is
met from drinking water,
thus the risk of arsenic-con-
taminated water being used
is high.

Despite affecting thou-
sands of lives across the belt,
arsenic contamination is not
an election issue. Apart from
stray independent candid-
ates, no political party can-
didate is talking about it.

All contaminated
Tiwaritola falls under Belhari
block’s Gangapur Gram
Sabha, one of the many sur-
veyed by the U.P. Depart-
ment of Rural Development
for arsenicosis. Since
groundwater sources, hand
pumps and wells are con-
taminated with arsenic, res-
idents rely on government-
installed water filters for safe
water. However, this equip-
ment is poorly maintained
and the alumina required for
it is not supplied on time, say
locals. “When the machine
runs out of the filter mater-
ial, we have to wait for days
before it is replenished.
There is nobody to take care
of them,” says Gopal Shah
Gond, who has developed
swollen heels and marks on
his arm due to
arsenic-poisoning.

Ballia votes on March 4.

Elections may come and go, but Tiwaritola’s fate seems cast in stone

Omar Rashid

BALLIA

Vital supply: A girl who sufers frommelanosis collects iltered
water on the banks of the Ganga in Ballia district. RAJEEV BHATT

Arsenic in vein, a village atrophies

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Wednesday took a
jibe at Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi for his
“coconut juice” and “potato
factory” remarks.

“There is a Congress
leader, and I want to pray
for his long life ... he re-
cently went to Manipur to
address an election rally.

There he told farmers that
he would extract juice from
coconuts and send it to Lon-
don. A coconut has water
[and not juice], and it is
grown in Kerala,” he said ad-
dressing a rally here.

“It is like setting up a
potato factory,” Mr. Modi
said, referring to Mr.
Gandhi’s earlier remarks
that he wanted to set up
potato factories in U.P.

PM snipes at Rahul for
‘coconut juice’ remark
Press Trust of India

Maharajganj

Fanmoment:Women take selies with Union Textiles Minister Smriti Irani at an election campaign in Varanasi onWednesday. PTI
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Fillon faces charges but
vows to fight on
PARIS

French presidential candidate
Francois Fillon announced on
Wednesday that judges had
summoned him to press
charges over an expenses
scandal but vowed to
continue his campaign. Mr.
Fillon has been hit by a series
of allegations that he paid his
British-born wife Penelope
and his children hundreds of
thousands of euros since
1988 for allegedly fake
parliamentary jobs. AFP

ELSEWHERE

India-born ex-CIA spy
gets pardon from Italy
LISBON:

Sabrina de Sousa, an India-
born former CIA officer
convicted of involvement in
the 2003 kidnapping of an
Egyptian cleric in Italy was
released on Wednesday after
winning a last-minute
reprieve from extradition. Ms.
de Sousa, a dual U.S.-
Portuguese citizen, was
waiting at Lisbon airport to be
flown to Italy early on
Wednesday when word came
she was to be released, after
Italy’s President Sergio
Mattarella granted her a
partial pardon. The pardon
reduced her sentence to
three years from four. REUTERS

Taliban suicide attacks
in Kabul kill 3
KABUL

Explosions and gunfire
echoed through Kabul after
near-simultaneous Taliban
assaults on two security
compounds on Wednesday.
At least three people were
killed and 38 wounded in the
carnage, which underscores
rising insecurity in
Afghanistan from the
resurgent Taliban.
This comes two days after an
Afghan policeman linked to
the Taliban shot dead 11 of his
colleagues at a checkpoint in
Helmand. AFP

In an indication that in-
creased market access for
American companies will be
a key priority in his engage-
ment with New Delhi, U.S.
President Donald Trump
mentioned the 100% duty
that India imposes on high-
end motorcycles as a case of
unfair trade practice and
vowed to change it, in his
first address to Congress.

Mr. Trump did not take In-
dia’s name, but India is the
only major country that has
a 100% customs duty on mo-
torcycles. American com-
pany Harley-Davidson has
been seeking a duty reduc-
tion for several years now.
Recalling his meeting with
the company’s executives on
February 2, Mr. Trump said:
“They said that in one case
another country taxed their
motorcycles at 100%. They
weren’t even asking for
change. But I am... I believe
strongly in free trade but it
also has to be fair trade.”

Cites Lincoln
Citing Abraham Lincoln to

declare that he would purse
an openly protectionist and
nationalist policy that fa-
vours American companies,
workers and soldiers, the
President said: “My job is not
to represent the world. My
job is to represent the United
States of America.” Mr.
Trump said American com-
panies were facing trade bar-
riers across the world.

His statement sets the
tone for Indian Foreign Sec-
retary S. Jaishankar’s meet-
ings with several U.S. inter-
locutors this week in
Washington.

U.S. officials, who did not
want to be named, told The

Hindu the Trump adminis-
tration is likely to press India
on trade matters. India is
moving up in the list of U.S.
trade partners and this has
added a new urgency to the
question of market access,

according to these sources.
According to data for 2016

released recently, India is
the ninth biggest trading
partner of the U.S.

The Trump administra-
tion will be less concerned
about balancing trade issues
with strategic concerns, ac-
cording to Richard Rossow,
Wadhwani Chair in U.S.-In-
dia Policy Studies at the
Centre for Strategic and In-
ternational Studies, Wash-
ington. “For India, that
means that sectors with
price controls, high customs
duties, or compulsory local
manufacturing rules may in-
creasingly be on the radar
screen. Pressing India to lib-
eralise FDI caps, which
could result in manufactur-
ing relocation, will get less
attention,” he said.

‘Free trade should be fair too’
Trump cites Indian duty of 100% on motorcycles, demands reduction in it

The protectionist:Donald Trump addresses a joint session of
Congress on Tuesday. REUTERS

Varghese K. George

Washington

“When I lie down here at
night, I imagine being under
the roof of my home,” says
Singarathinam Sellamma
(83), seated among a small
group of people outside the
divisional secretariat in
Puthukkudiyiruppu here.

For about 25 days now,
representatives of 49 famil-
ies have been taking turns
and fasting at the entrance
of the government’s admin-
istrative unit in the small
town, staying put under a
roadside shelter. Their de-
mand is simple — they want
to return to their homes
across the road, located on
the 19 acres of land that the
military has occupied since
2009. Hundreds of families
like theirs were displaced in
the final phase of the war.

“Why should I live at the
mercy of a relative when I
have my own home? We
have our documents. Why is
it so difficult for the govern-
ment to verify all that and
give back our land?” asks
Ms. Sellamma, sulking at the
number of photocopies she
has had to make for different
petitions. After losing her
son and son-in-law during
the war, the only reason she
keeps hopes afloat is to “go
back home one day”.

While the government
has so far released about
9,020 acres that was under
military occupation, war-af-
fected people in different
parts of the north and east
have been protesting incess-
antly to reclaim the remain-
ing civilian land that is occu-
pied by the military.

On the other side of the
road is a small shop, its
doors locked up. “That’s
where my daughter ran a
small grocery store,” Ms. Sel-
lamma points out. Adjacent
to it is a gate where two
Army personnel are seen

standing, guarding the entry
point. For the displaced fam-
ilies, meeting bureaucratic
requirements for title deeds
or documentation they may
have lost during war years is
only part of the challenge.
But protesters in
Puthukkudiyiruppu and the
nearby Keppapilavu, where
84 families were protesting,
raise a more fundamental
question — why does the
Army still hold people’s land
almost eight years after the
war?

Broken promise
“Local government officials
told us they were releasing
our lands, asked us all to as-
semble there and then went
back on their word while the
Army stayed there. That is
when we started protest-
ing,” says Krishnakumar
Krisanthi of Sooriyapuram
village in Keppapilavu. For
nearly a month, families
have stayed at the protest
site, cooking community
meals there, while their chil-
dren study and play about
behind the tents put up.

Following a recent meet-
ing with President Maithrip-
ala Sirisena on the issue,
Leader of Opposition and
TNA veteran R. Sampanthan

told reporters that the Pres-
ident had agreed to release
the land belonging to the
people of Mullaitivu by
March 4. “We heard the
news, but we will not call off
our protest till it actually
happens,” says Lingeswaran
Easan, Ms. Sellamma’s son.

Although scattered, a key
reason for the protests to
persist for a month, accord-
ing to protesters, is the
opening up of democratic
space. “We could not have
done this two years ago,”
said Silan, who was part of
the Pudukkudiruppu
protest, alluding to the high
surveillance and intimida-
tion during former President
Mahinda Rajapaksa’s time.
Not only have the struggles
continued, but they have in-
spired solidarity from fellow
villagers and outsiders alike.

Making a nuanced point
about the terms of their
protest, Mr. Silan says:
“We’re not against the Sin-
halese people or the Army
as a whole. We want the
Army to vacate our land.
This message has to go to
the south so that the people
there appreciate our protest
better.”

For many, land is not only
“home”, but also “food”. In
addition to agricultural land
where they cultivated paddy
or peanuts, families that
once resided in these areas
often supplemented their in-
comes selling coconuts,
mangoes or betel leaves
growing in their backyard.

“Note that all the recent
protests have been about
natural resources — access to
land or the sea, in case of
fishermen, says Mullaitivu
fisher leader A. Mariyarasa.
“That is because our liveli-
hoods depend on them. Our
lives are so intimately tied to
the land and sea.”

War-hit people in north & east ask Army to return their land

Meera Srinivasan

Mullaitivu

Singarathinam Sellamma
(83), one of the protesters.

In Sri Lanka, displaced
Tamils ight to go home

Islamic State (IS) militants
from China’s Uighur ethnic
minority have vowed to re-
turn home and “shed blood
like rivers”, according to a ji-
hadist-tracking firm, in what
experts said marked the first
IS threat against Chinese tar-
gets. The threat came in a
half-hour video released on
Monday by a division of the
Islamic State (IS) in western
Iraq and featuring militants
from China’s Uighur ethnic
group, said the U.S.-based
SITE Intelligence Group,
which analysed the footage.

China has for years
blamed exiled Uighur “sep-
aratists” for a series of viol-
ent attacks in its western
Xinjiang region — the Uighur
homeland — and warned of
the potential for militants to
link up with global jihadist
groups.

In the video, a Uighur
fighter issued the threat
against China just before ex-

ecuting an alleged
informant.

“Oh, you Chinese who do
not understand what people
say! We are the soldiers of
the Caliphate, and we will
come to you to clarify to you
with the tongues of our
weapons, to shed blood like
rivers and avenging the op-
pressed,” according to
SITE’s translation.

A traditionally Muslim
group, many Uighurs com-

plain of cultural and reli-
gious repression and dis-
crimination by China.

It appears to be the Is-
lamic State’s “first direct
threat” against China, Mi-
chael Clarke, an expert on
Xinjiang at the National Se-
curity College of Australian
National University, told
AFP.

“It is the first time that
Uighur-speaking militants
have claimed allegiance to
IS,” he added.

Mr. Clarke said it also
could indicate a possible
split among Uighur fighters,
as it includes a warning to
those fighting with the al
Qaeda-aligned Turkistan Is-
lamic Party (TIP) in Syria.

China’s Foreign Ministry
spokesman Geng Shuang
said Wednesday that he had
not seen the video but noted
that “East Turkistan terrorist
forces have been posing a
severe threat to China's se-
curity”, referring to Xinjiang
militants.

In video, IS militants vow
to attack, ‘bleed’ China
Issued by Uighur militants, this is the irst such threat

Agence France-Presse

Beijing

Military police participated in
an anti-terror rally in Hetian,
Xinjiang, last week. AFP

War-torn: At least 26,000 people have reportedly led west Mosul in the 10 days since Iraqi forces launched a push to retake the
IS-held portion of the city. Picture shows some Iraqis leeing their homes in Mamoun district onWednesday. REUTERS
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Long walk to safety

Norwegian mass killer An-
ders Behring Breivik lost a
human rights case on Wed-
nesday when an appeals
court overturned a lower
court finding that his near-
isolation in a three-room
cell was inhuman.

“The Borgarting Court
of Appeal has determined
that Anders Behring
Breivik is not, and has not
been, subjected to torture
or inhuman or degrading
treatment,” the court said.

Strict conditions for
Breivik, who has no con-
tact with other inmates
and has not repented for
the attacks, were justified
because there was a “high
risk” that he would use vi-
olence in future and be-
cause other prisoners
might attack him, it said.

A lower Oslo court had
ruled in 2016 that the con-
ditions violated a ban on
“inhuman or degrading
treatment” under the
European Convention on
Human Rights.

Breivik loses
human
rights case
Reuters

Oslo

Penguin Random House has
won the book industry’s
most coveted contract: a
deal to produce the mem-
oirs of former President
Barack Obama and First
Lady Michelle Obama.

“The company has ac-
quired world publication
rights for two books, to be
written by President and
Mrs. Obama respectively,”
the publisher said in a state-
ment. The terms of the deal
were not disclosed, but bid-
ding for the high-profile
double book deal topped
$60 million, a record sum
for U.S. presidential mem-
oirs, according to The Finan-

cial Times.
The deal was negotiated

by Washington super-lawyer
Robert Barnett who repres-
ented former Presidents
George W. Bush and Bill

Clinton. As part of the agree-
ment “the company will
donate one million books in
the Obama family’s name to
First Book”, a charity, Pen-
guin said.

Barack Obama is already
the author of two memoirs.
He has frequently declared
himself to have a “writer’s
sensibility” and has said he
does not want to write a
conventional blow-by-blow
account of his time in the
White House.

“We are very much look-
ing forward to working to-
gether with President and
Mrs. Obama to make each of
their books global publish-
ing events of unprecedented
scope and significance,”
said Penguin Random
House CEO Markus Dohle.

Obamas sign bumper
book deal with Penguin
Bidding for the memoirs reportedly topped $60 million

Agence France-Presse

Washington

Barack Obama and
MIchelle.

The Archdiocese of New
York wants to take out a $100
million mortgage on one of
its prized real estate posses-
sions to fund a compensa-
tion programme for victims
of clergy sexual abuse.

The petition for a mort-
gage, which was filed in New
York state Supreme Court on
Monday, will be on the land
the archdiocese owns under-
neath the luxury Lotte New
York Palace Hotel and a
semicircle of landmark 19th-
century mansions known as
the Villard Houses, on
Madison Avenue between
50th and 51st streets.

Acquired after WW-II
Directly across Madison Av-
enue from St. Patrick’s
Cathedral, the land was ac-
quired by the archdiocese in

the decades after the Second
World War.

Last October, the arch-
diocese announced an inde-
pendent reconciliation and
compensation programme
for victims of sexual abuse
by its clergy. The pro-

gramme grants monetary
awards to victims who agree
to take no further legal ac-
tion against the archdiocese.
Cardinal Timothy M. Dolan
said in announcing the pro-
gramme that the arch-
diocese would borrow the

money to pay for
settlements.

The $100 million loan will
be for one year, provided by
JP Morgan Chase, according
to court documents. Joseph
Zwilling, a spokesman for
the archdiocese, said that
the church decided to take a
short-term loan to cover the
compensation awards,
“since we do not know at
this time what the final num-
bers will be.”

The programme is operat-
ing in two phases. In the first
phase, which ended in Janu-
ary, 144 people who had
complained of abuse to the
archdiocese submitted
claims. Of those, 64 victims
have received offers of a set-
tlement, and 44 have accep-
ted them. No one has rejec-
ted an offer, said Camille S.
Biros, one of the administrat-
ors of the programme. NYT

NY Church seeks loan for fund
Archdiocese to take a $100 million mortgage to compensate sex abuse victims

Sharon Otterman

New York

Prized possession: The land under the Villard Houses is owned
by the Archdiocese of New York under a 99-year lease.

All Syrian sides that fought
in the battle for Aleppo
committed war crimes and
the deal to evacuate civil-
ians following the rebel de-
feat was a “crime of forced
displacement”, a UN probe
said on Wednesday.

The United Nations
Commission of Inquiry
(COI) for Syria documented
violations including chem-
ical attacks and civilian ex-
ecutions perpetrated dur-
ing the Damascus regime’s
five-month siege of eastern
Aleppo.

From July 21, 2016 to
December 22, when gov-
ernment troops recaptured
the city, the Syrian Air
Force and its Russian ally
“conducted daily air
strikes” on Aleppo, the COI
said.

War crimes
committed in
Aleppo: UN
Agence France-Presse

Geneva

U.S. President Donald
Trump on Tuesday called
for adopting a merit-
based immigration sys-
tem that could benefit
high-tech professionals
from countries like India,
modifying his hard-line
campaign rhetoric with a
promise to revive the
“American spirit”.

Mr. Trump, during his
first address to Congress,
noted that “nations
around the world, like

Canada, Australia and
many others have a
merit-based immigration
system”. He said that
such a system will save
money and raise workers’
wages.

Mr. Trump also said
that he believes that real
and positive immigration
reform is possible as long
as it focusses on the goals
to improve jobs and
wages for Americans to
strengthen the country’s
security and to restore re-
spect for laws.

Trump softens stand
on immigration
Press Trust of India

Washington

U.S. President Donald
Trump’s new immigration
order will remove Iraq
from the list of countries
whose citizens face a tem-
porary U.S. travel ban, U.S.
officials said, citing the
latest draft in circulation.
He is expected to sign the
executive order in the com-
ing days.

Four officials said that
the decision followed pres-
sure from the Pentagon
and State Department,
which had urged the White
House to reconsider Iraq’s
inclusion given its key role
in fighting the Islamic
State. The officials also said
the 12-page document no
longer singles out Syrian
refugees for an indefinite
ban and instead includes
them as part of a general,
120-day suspension of new
refugee admissions.

New travel
ban could
exclude Iraq
Associated Press

Washington
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NIFTY 50

PRICE CHANGE

ACC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1408.95. . . . . . . -2.55

Adani Ports . . . . . . . . . . . . . 302.50. . . . . . . . . 0.75

Ambuja Cements . . . . 228.85. . . . . . . -0.50

Asian Paints . . . . . . . . . . . . 1032.75. . . . . . . . . 8.55

Aurobindo Pharma . 678.25. . . . . . . . . 1.05

Axis Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 513.40. . . . . . . . . 6.75

Bajaj Auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2769.00. . . . . . .13.10

Bank of Baroda . . . . . . . 165.35. . . . . . . . . 0.05

Bharti Airtel . . . . . . . . . . . 362.75. . . . . . . -2.40

BHEL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 160.25. . . . . . . -2.20

Bosch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21514.60. . . . . -68.65

BPCL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 659.45. . . . . -10.60

Cipla. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 586.30. . . . . . . . . 2.60

Coal India . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 320.20. . . . . . . -1.70

Dr Reddys Lab . . . . . . . . 2923.30. . . . . . .73.35

Eicher Motors . . . . . . . . . 23709.70. . . -420.40

GAIL (India) . . . . . . . . . . . . 506.35. . . . . -10.55

Grasim Ind . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1005.70. . . . . . .15.50

HCL Tech. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 849.10. . . . . . . . . 9.00

HDFC. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1400.55. . . . . . .30.50

HDFC Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1391.65. . . . . . . . . 1.55

Hero MotoCorp. . . . . . . 3178.15. . . . . . .40.05

Hindalco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 189.25. . . . . . . . . 4.90

Hind Unilever . . . . . . . . . 875.50. . . . . . . . . 9.60

ICICI Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 279.10. . . . . . . . . 2.75

Idea Cellular . . . . . . . . . . . 113.25. . . . . . . -2.60

IndusInd Bank . . . . . . . . 1326.20. . . . . . .13.60

Bharti Infratel . . . . . . . . 288.95. . . . . . . . . 4.70

Infosys . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1025.15. . . . . . .12.75

ITC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 268.50. . . . . . . . . 6.30

Kotak Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . 824.15. . . . . . .22.05

L&T . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1476.15. . . . . . . . . 6.95

Lupin. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1469.80. . . . . . . -4.30

M&M . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1348.75. . . . . . .36.60

Maurti Suzuki . . . . . . . . . 5919.60. . . . . . . -2.90

NTPC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 159.95. . . . . . . -3.00

ONGC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 193.85. . . . . . . . . 0.30

PowerGrid Corp . . . . . . 192.65. . . . . . . . . 0.50

Reliance Ind. . . . . . . . . . . . 1234.50. . . . . . . -3.55

State Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 271.75. . . . . . . . . 2.55

Sun Pharma . . . . . . . . . . . . 694.65. . . . . . .15.65

Tata Motors . . . . . . . . . . . . 449.45. . . . . . . -7.30

Tata Motors DVR . . . . 274.55. . . . . . . -1.45

Tata Power . . . . . . . . . . . . . 81.95. . . . . . . -0.65

Tata Steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 500.35. . . . . . .17.65

TCS. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2479.55. . . . . . .13.30

Tech Mahindra . . . . . . . . 499.75. . . . . . . . . 0.35

UltraTech Cement . . 3731.10. . . . . -43.45

Wipro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 488.55. . . . . . . -0.25

YES Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1454.65. . . . . . . . . 1.95

Zee Entertainment . 506.40. . . . . . . -3.05

EXCHANGE RATES
Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit except yen at
4 p.m. on March 01

CURRENCY TT BUY TT SELL

US Dollar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 66.63. . . . . . . 66.95

Euro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 70.22. . . . . . . 70.56

British Pound. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 82.17. . . . . . . 82.57

Japanese Yen (100) . . .. . 58.56. . . . . . . 58.84

Chinese Yuan . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .9.68. . . . . . . . . 9.73

Swiss Franc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 65.97. . . . . . . 66.29

Singapore Dollar . . . . . . . .. . 47.28. . . . . . . 47.52

Canadian Dollar . . . . . . . . . .. . 50.04. . . . . . . 50.28

Malaysian Ringitt . . . . . . .. . 14.96. . . . . . . 15.05

Source:Indian Bank

BULLION RATES CHENNAI

March 01 rates in rupees with previous rates in
parentheses

Bar Silver (1 kg) .. . . . . . . . 44,195. . (44,085)

Retail (1 g) . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . 47.30. . . . (47.10)

24 ct gold (10 g). . . . . . . . 29,940. . (30,010)

22 ct gold (1 g) . .. . . . . . . . . . 2,844. . . . (2,851)

An expansion in manufactur-
ing business activity
strengthened in February as
compared to January, with
data showing an increase in
new orders, according to a
private sector survey.

The Nikkei India Manufac-
turing Purchasing Managers’
Index (PMI) registered a
value of 50.7 in February, an
increase from January’s 50.4.
A reading above 50 implies
an expansion while a value
below that shows a
contraction.

“February data indicated
that Indian manufacturing
production continued to in-
crease, as a rebound in ex-
port demand contributed to
a stronger expansion of total
new orders,” IHS Markit said
in the report.

“Greater output needs en-
couraged some firms to step
up buying levels, but pro-
duction requirements were
insufficient to generate job
creation.”

However, while the read-
ing was above 50 for a
second month, the February
figure was still much weaker
than the long-term average
of 54.2 “largely reflecting be-
low-trend rates of growth for
output and new business”.

“Indian manufacturers be-
nefited from recovering de-
mand and raised production
volumes in response to an-
other expansion in inflows of
new work,” Pollyanna De
Lima, Economist at IHS
Markit and author of the re-
port, said. “February is the
second month in succession
in which the health of the
sector improved after the de-
monetisation-related con-
traction recorded at the end
of 2016.”

Manufacturing PMI fell be-
low 50, to 49.6, for the first
time in 12 months in Decem-
ber amid a contraction in

business activity following
demonetisation.

“However, with growth
rates well below-par, the sec-
tor still has many areas to de-
velop before it can fire on all

cylinders,” Ms. De Lima said.
“Businesses don’t yet seem
convinced as to the sustain-
ability of the rebound as
highlighted by cuts to payroll
numbers and destocking ini-

tiatives. In fact, confidence
towards the year-ahead out-
look for production dipped
since January to the second-
lowest since the end of
2015.”

Manufacturing PMI in second
straight monthly expansion
The survey for February shows output and new orders increased

Special Correspondent

New Delhi

Room for expansion:With growth rates well below par, manufacturing has scope to develop
before it can ire on all cylinders, says IHSMarkit economist Pollyanna De Lima. REUTERS
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Signalling a recovery in the
auto sector following a
slump due to demonetisa-
tion, major carmakers in-
cluding Maruti, Hyundai,
Honda and Tata Motors pos-
ted growth in domestic sales
in February 2017.

Market leader Maruti Su-
zuki said its domestic sales
in the last month rose 11.7%
year-on-year to more than
1.20 lakh units. The num-
bers were driven by a
growth of 110% in utility
vehicles segment that in-
cludes Gypsy, Ertiga, S-Cross
and Vitara Brezza, to 17,863
units.

The company’s mini seg-
ment (Alto and WagonR)
sales declined by 6.8% to
33,079 units, while the com-
pact segment (Swift, Dzire
and Baleno) increased 9.4%
to 47,002 units. Sales of
Dzire Tour declined by 27%
while those of Ciaz were up
by 14%.

Hyundai posted a growth
of 4% in domestic sales at
42,327 units. The company’s
Sr. Vice President - Sales &
Marketing Rakesh Srivast-

ava, said “…increased cus-
tomer visits and conversions
on the strength of improved
customer confidence gener-
ated by the Union Budget
positively impacted custom-
er’s disposable income and
overall business sentiment.”

Tata Motors said sales of
passenger vehicles went up
12% to 12,272 units, due to
“continued strong demand
for Tata Tiago”, while Honda
Cars India posted 9.44% rise
in sales at 14,249 units. “The
market has shown positive
sentiment during February
and HCIL has also benefited
from it,” its President and
CEO Yoichiro Ueno said.

Honda sold 6,318 units of
City, 3,924 units of Amaze,

2,758 units of Jazz, 703 units
of BR-V, 521 units of Brio and
25 units of CR-V.

While Renault reported
26.8% increase in sales at
11,198 units Nissan’s sales
were up 24.86% to 4,807
units. Toyota Kirloskar Mo-
tor reported an 11.93%
growth in sales at 11,543
units in February.

Abdul Majeed, Partner-
Price Waterhouse said, “The
impact of demonetisation is
still felt in the automotive in-
dustry. However, the impact
is slowly phasing out as the
currency in circulation is re-
turning to normal. OEMs
with better performing new
launches continue to grow.”

Mahindra & Mahindra’s
domestic sales declined
2.25% to 40,414 units. Pravin
Shah, President & Chief Ex-
ecutive (Automotive), M&M,
said, “With rural sentiment
improving, we believe that
there will be a turnaround in
demand over the next few
months for small commer-
cial vehicles… We also hope
that the implementation of
GST will provide a boost to
the auto industry and the
economy in general.”

Auto irms shrug of
demonetisation blues
Maruti’s sales climb 11.7% while those of Hyundai rise 4%

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Sales of Maruti Ciaz increased
by 14% in February.

market watch
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CHANGE

Sensex dddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd 28,984 dddddd 0.83

US Dollardddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd66.69 ddddd-0.19

Gold dddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd 30,000 ddddd-0.50

Brent oil ddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd56.78 dddddd 2.41

Telecom Secretary J.S.
Deepak was on Wednesday
named India’s next Ambas-
sador to the World Trade
Organisation (WTO) from
June this year.

A 1982 batch IAS officer
from Uttar Pradesh,
Deepak, who is at present
attending the World Mobile
Congress at Barcelona, has
been shifted with “immedi-
ate effect” from the tele-
com ministry and has been
made Officer on Special
Duty in the commerce de-
partment, an official order
said.

During his earlier stint
in the Commerce Ministry,
he was India’s chief negoti-
ator at the WTO and for the
Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership
(RCEP) agreement, the
mega Free Trade Agree-
ment being negotiated by
16 countries.

J.S. Deepak is
India’s WTO
ambassador
Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI

In a further push to promote
a less-cash economy, the gov-
ernment has asked all the
banks to provide mobile
banking facility to all cus-
tomers by March 31, a senior
government official said on
Wednesday.

“What we have asked the
banks to do is to enable all
customers who have mobiles
for mobile banking... we are
asking the banks to run a na-
tionwide campaign up to
March 31 to ensure that
every customer who has a
mobile phone is enabled for
mobile banking,” Electronics
and IT Secretary Aruna
Sundararajan said.

“...earlier mobile banking
wasn’t such a priority. And
therefore, many customers
may not have said they want
mobile banking services. But
today, they want it... This is

to ensure that whoever
wants to do mobile banking
but has not been enabled,
should be enabled by March
31,” she said, adding that the
banks have been asked to en-
able this “over the air”.

Ms. Sundararajan said any
customer who accesses UPI
or BHIM app should auto-
matically be enabled for mo-
bile banking “because it
means they want mobile
banking.”

The Ministry for IT has re-
cently been given the man-
date of spearheading the
NDA-government’s drive to
push digital payments.

Prior to this, NITI Aayog
was made responsible for
promotion of digital
transactions.

On Tuesday, the first
meeting on the issue was
held at the ministry, chaired
by IT Minister Ravi Shankar
Prasad. Mr. Prasad will also
hold a meeting with all the
bankers post Holi to ensure
that targets are met.

Women entrepreneurs
Speaking at a Facebook
event, the Secretary added
that the government would
roll out a programme in the
coming weeks to bring more
women into the start-up eco-
system by offering them
mentoring and capital for
setting up business.

‘Anyone accessing UPI or BHIM app should be enabled’

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Aruna Sundararajan

Centre asks banks to provide
m-banking to all by March 31

The number of Internet
users in India will be about
450-465 million by June,
up from 432 million in
December 2016, according
to an IAMAI-IMRB report.

“The growth of Internet
usage in India is mainly be-
ing fuelled by the rural sec-
tor, [and] the urban user
base is starting to level
out... ,” it said.

‘Net users to
cross 45 cr.
by June’
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

India has a “very strong
voice” within the World
Bank group due to its active
participation in the interna-
tional financial institution’s
meetings and decisions, and
the Bank is in talks with the
government to further
strengthen this partnership,
according to World Bank
Chief Executive Officer
Kristalina Georgieva.

In an interview to The

Hindu, Ms. Georgieva said
even as the Bank was under-
taking internal reforms on
decision-making and gov-
ernance, “India’s voice on
the (World Bank) Boards of
directors and governors is
very strong. It is very active
in the meetings, due to
which it has learnt a lot from
the Bank and the Bank has
learnt a lot from India.”

Ms. Georgieva, who ar-
rived in India on February 27
on her first official visit here,
said the Bank’s focus areas in
the country included finan-
cial inclusion, renewable en-
ergy, smart cities, sustain-
able water resource
management, skill develop-
ment, sanitation and clean-

ing the river Ganga.
On the Indus Waters

Treaty, Ms. Georgieva said,
“a constructive engagement
is taking place. We have seen
there is good progress.” In-
dia, Pakistan and the World
Bank are signatories to the
Treaty and are in discussions
on resolving disagreements
the two countries have over
India’s construction of two
hydroelectric power plants,
the Bank had said. “The
Treaty has served the two
countries very well and has
survived difficult moments.
It has benefited the coun-
tries,” Ms. Georgieva said.
However, she added that wa-
ter resource management
today is very different when
compared to the times when
the Treaty was signed (in the
year 1960) due to the huge
rise in population and the in-
crease in the water require-

ment for energy and agricul-
ture. Water sharing is a
major issue not just between
India and Pakistan, but in
many parts across the world,
she said, adding that the
Bank is working on better
strategies to make best use of
water resources.

Ms. Georgieva, who met
Finance Minister Arun Jaitley
and RBI Governor Urjit Patel,
said among the topics of dis-
cussion was finding ways to
help raise more funds
through rupee-denominated
bonds issued outside India –
also known as ‘masala
bonds’. The masala bond
was first issued by the Inter-
national Finance Corpora-
tion, a member of the World
Bank Group. The talks were
also on better handling ex-
change rate fluctuations
given the uncertainties in the
world economy.

India has a strong voice within
World Bank group, says Georgieva
Institution’s CEO says focus areas for India include renewable energy, smart cities

Arun S

NEW DELHI

Kristalina Georgieva

Demonetisation will be
credit positive for India as
it is likely to reduce tax
avoidance and corruption,
Moody’s Investors Service
said on Wednesday.

Besides, it said, the
country remains resilient
to economic disruption
and the worst of the liquid-
ity crunch has passed,
which should support a re-
bound in consumption
and investment.

The U.S.—based agency
however projected growth
to slow to 6.4% in the Janu-
ary—March quarter, from

7% in the previous three
months.

“Looking ahead, we ex-
pect remonetisation to
continue at a similar pace,”
Moody’s said in its report
on demonetisation.

“We continue to believe
that in the medium term
demonetisation will
strengthen India’s institu-
tional framework by redu-
cing tax avoidance and
corruption. It should also
result in efficiency gains
through greater formalisa-
tion of economic and fin-
ancial activity, which
would help broaden the
tax base and expand usage

of the financial system.
“All this would be credit

positive for the sovereign,”
it said.

The agency said that if
most of the old notes are
deposited into the banking
system, legitimising previ-
ously undeclared incomes
and wealth, the benefits to
the government related to
higher future tax collec-
tion will accrue from
measures aimed at lever-
aging the information ob-
tained when notes were
deposited.

“Such measures have
yet to be detailed,” the
agency added.

Press Trust of India

New Delhi

Note ban credit positive as it will
help cut tax avoidance: Moody’s
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IN BRIEF

Avenue Supermarts to
raise ₹1,870 crore in IPO
MUMBAI

Avenue Supermarts, which
operates supermarkets under
the brand name D Mart,
plans to raise a total of
₹1,870 crore through an
initial public ofer (IPO) that
will open for subscription on
March 8. The company has
set a price band between
₹295 and ₹299 for the IPO.
The irm opened its irst
store in Mumbai in 2002, and
as on January 31, it had 118
stores in 45 cities. The
company is present in M.P.,
Maharashtra, Gujarat, A.P.,
Telangana and Karnataka.

CreditMantri raises $7.6
mn. to fund expansion
CHENNAI

CreditMantri has raised $7.6
million led by Accion Frontier
Inclusion Fund, which is
managed by Quona Capital,
Newid and existing investors
— Elevar Equity, IDG Partners
and Accion Venture Lab. The
funds will help expand user
base, strengthen product
proposition and build out the
team, a release from the
company said. A vast
majority of Indian consumers
have limited access to formal
credit. The platform was
created to bridge this gap,
according to the statement.

Valuations in India have reached a point where there is hardly
any margin for error left particularly in sectors where one
would love to invest, said Manishi Raychaudhuri, Asia-Pacific
Equity Strategist, BNP Paribas. He also said that it was too early
to draw a conclusion that foreign investors had turned bullish
on India as a reversal of trends had happened across all emer-
ging markets. Excerpts:

Howare India’s
valuations vis a vis the
other Asianmarkets?

■ Till late November, India’s
valuation premium relative
to Asian peers was looking
set to converge to its long-
term average. But over the
last couple of months, In-
dia’s outperformance has ex-
panded the valuation gap
again. Currently, I think on
both price-earnings and
price to book, India is
around 50% more expensive
than the regional average.

What does itmean in
terms of foreign flows?

■ If this buoyancy in the
American markets continues
for a while, India would be
as much a beneficiary as its
emerging market peers. Hav-
ing said this, I think for for-
eign investors to get en-
thused incrementally about
India, we need slightly
cheaper valuations. We also
need some clarity on earn-
ings environment. In India,
we are still seeing consensus
earnings declining. Even
after the recent declines and
recent earnings estimate
cuts, overall the earnings es-
timates seem slightly over-
stated. So, I think once the
earnings estimates settle
down to more achievable
levels and once the market
gets cheaper again, that will
be the trigger for FII players
to pick up.

U.S. President Trump’s
policies are being keenly
watched. Are there
sectors other than IT
thatmay be impacted by

U.S. policies?

■ India has 2-3 significant ex-
porting sectors. IT is the
most obvious one. Apart
from that, we also have phar-
maceuticals or the generic
drugs segment. And there
we have seen increasing vi-
gilance from the Food &
Drug Administration in the
U.S. So obviously some of
these exporting sectors — IT,
pharmaceuticals, maybe
even some of the textile and
garment exporters — they
will have to watch out for
some of these potential trade
restrictions that might come
up.

Different views have
come in on
demonetisation. Your
perspective?

■ Honestly, the impact of de-
monetisation in numerical
terms is impossible to estim-
ate at this point, simply be-
cause this type of an experi-
ment has not been tried
anywhere historically. We
can only guess the impact
from visible statistics. If you
look at the earnings that
have come up from the or-
ganised sector, Indian com-
panies in the Oct.-Dec.
quarter..., have not really
been that bad. I think that
the impact of demonetisa-
tion on profit earnings, on
GDP growth, it will possibly
be a 2-3 quarter phe-
nomenon. There may be
some sectors which will have
spillover effect into the April-
June quarter. Post-demonet-
isation, BNP Paribas’ eco-
nomics group has reduced
India’s GDP growth estimate

for FY17 by about 80 bps.

What is your target for
the Sensex in 2017?

■ By the end of 2017, we
have a published Sensex tar-
get of 30,300. That means
about 5% - 6% upside from
here, which would imply
that the market has possibly
moved up too sharply, too
soon. It’s moved up 10% in a
matter of two months. That
is why in the short term we
are a little cautious about the
way the market could be-
have. A correction could
provide investors a better
entry opportunity. Over the
long term, however, we re-
main overweight on India in
our Asian Model Portfolio.

Which sectors are you
bullish on?

■ The sectors we are positive
we divided into four silos.
The first are the so-called
consumption rebound bene-
ficiaries. There, we look at
both consumer staples se-
lectively and the consumer
discretionary sector in par-

ticular. The auto sector, par-
ticularly those companies
which cater to rural and
semi-urban consumption re-
covery, appears interesting
to us. The second silo con-
tains the potential invest-
ment recovery beneficiaries
but here we are very select-
ive because many of the in-
dustrial companies or the
building material compan-
ies, which are the principal
candidates, are also highly
leveraged.
The third are the private sec-
tor banks, particularly those
focussed on retail lending
and not so much on corpor-
ate lending. Finally, despite
headwinds from potential
H-1B visa restrictions, we
haven’t turned negative on
IT services. They are cash
generators and we expect
the recent spate of buy-backs
to continue.

And, sectors youwould
stay away from?

■ The first would be hard
commodities, particularly
metals and mining. The
second, though it has had a
sharp rally on the back of
merger news recently, is tele-
com. We also are very cau-
tious of highly leveraged
companies in materials, in-
dustrials, and in property.

‘Need cheaper valuations’
India is 50% more expensive than the regional average: BNP Paribas strategist

Ashish Rukhaiyar

MUMBAI

<> Wehave a Sensex

target of 30,300, or

5-6% upside from

current levels

INTERVIEW | MANISHI RAYCHAUDHURI

As global automotive com-
panies are crowding the In-
dian marketplace and in-
tensifying competition,
Mahindra & Mahindra Ltd.
(M&M) has embarked on a
three-pronged strategy to
maintain its growth mo-
mentum by capitalising on
its strengths and broadbas-
ing its product and services
offerings.

These include a focus on
globalisation, innovation
and the customer, top M&M
officials said at the com-
pany’s first-ever “media-dia-
logue”. Pawan Goenka, MD,
M&M, said that in the future,
Mahindra would grow
through innovation, digitisa-
tion and new-age business
models.

The company’s tractors

and implements business
now comprises tractors,
farm machinery and agri-
business. In the future, this
business would provide an
integrated solution to farm-
ers both in India and abroad.
These include supplying
smart farm machinery, mi-
cro-irrigation, precession
farming through deploy-

ment of drones and digital
platforms, Mr. Goenka said.

In automotives, he said
the future belonged to sus-
tainable mobility solutions,
mainly electric vehicles. The
company will focus on
clean, convenient, connec-
ted and cost-effective
vehicles on this front.

M&M plans to achieve
globalisation through mer-
gers and acquisitions, en-
hancing its manufacturing
footprint, R&D network and
through development of
brand and sales infrastruc-
ture. It is now looking to set
up a second home base for
its automotive division. The
country is yet to be finalised.
Besides, M&M is gearing up
to introduce two new plat-
forms in two years and two
new products are in the
pipeline to be rolled out.

M&M eyes growth through
digitisation, innovation

Growth strategy to stand on three pillars, says MD

special correspondent

MUMBAI

Pawan Goenka

In the wake of concerns over
cyber risk escalating by the
day, businesses need to do
much more to integrate cy-
bersecurity into their risk
management programmes,
asserts Swiss Re.

Zurich-based Swiss Re
Group is a wholesale pro-
vider of reinsurance, insur-
ance and other insurance-
based forms of risk transfer.

In its Sigma report titled
“Cyber: Getting to grips with
a complex risk,” Swiss Re
said, “the costs of a cyber
breach can escalate well bey-
ond managing the fallout of
lost or corrupted data.”

“Firms must now factor in
the potential damage to
their reputation — physical
and intellectual property —
and also disruption to busi-
ness operations. The in-
creasing scope and mag-
nitude of potential costs
associated with cyber incid-
ents reflect the ever-evolving
cyber risk landscape,” Swiss
Re said.

Three factors — speed of
digital transformation, soph-
istication of hackers’ alert-
ness and spread of hyper-
connectivity — governed the
changing landscape, it said.

While a dedicated cyber
insurance market was devel-
oping rapidly, the scope of

its cover was modest relative
to potential exposure, it
pointed out.

“Product and process in-
novation and also advanced
analytics will help foster im-
proved cyber insurance
solutions and extend both
the boundaries of insurabil-
ity and reach of cover.”

Nevertheless, some cyber
risks, especially related to
extreme catastrophic loss
events, might be uninsur-
able, Swiss Re said.

Given this, the reinsurer
argued for a government-
sponsored backstop similar
to the state support for pro-
tection against catastrophic
terrorism risks.

Cyber insurancemarket
growing rapidly: Swiss Re

‘However, risks from catastrophic loss may be uninsurable’

K.T. Jagannathan
CHENNAI

Sanofi, Boehringer close
business swap
MUMBAI

Sanofi-Synthelabo (India) , a
part of Sanofi India and
pharmaceutical major
Boehringer Ingelheim India
have concluded the exchange
of Sanofi's animal health
business and Boehringer’s
consumer healthcare
business in India, which saw
the exchange of more than
80 brands and people.“This
swap will facilitate both
companies to pursue their
respective strategic
aspirations,” said Dr. Shailesh
Ayyanger, MD, India, Sanofi.
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Raikkonen fastest
BARCELONA

Finland’s Kimi Raikkonen
showed promising signs for
Ferrari by outpacing a Lewis
Hamilton bruised by Formula
One’s more powerful cars for
the 2017 season in Tuesday’s
second day of pre-season
testing in Barcelona. The
greater speed afforded by
radical rule changes showed
when Raikkonen posted a
best time of 1min 20.960sec
for a lap at the Circuit de
Catalunya circuit since 2013.
AFP

IN BRIEF

Rohit Sharma to
make comeback
MUMBAI

Rohit Sharma who damaged
his thigh during the final
One-Day International
against New Zealand last year
has announced that he’s fit to
play the Vijay Hazare
matches on March 4 and 6.
He took to twitter to
announce his comeback on
Wednesday: “Finally done
with rehab, can’t wait to play
Vijay Hazare on 4th & 6th.
Thank you to everyone who
helped me get here.
Counting down the minutes.”
It’s possible that the chief
physiotherapist at the
National Cricket Academy at
Bengaluru, Andrew Leipus
may have cleared Rohit to
play the matches on March 4
(Mumbai v Andhra) and 6
(Mumbai v Goa).

Thunder edges
past Jazz
LOS ANGELES

Russell Westbrook bagged
his 30th triple double of the
season as the Oklahoma City
Thunder edged the Utah Jazz
109-106 on Tuesday.
The results: Charlotte
Hornets 109 bt Los Angeles
Lakers 104; Denver Nuggets
125 bt Chicago Bulls 107;
Memphis Grizzlies 130 bt
Phoenix Suns 112; Oklahoma
City Thunder 109 bt Utah
Jazz 106; Detroit Pistons 120
bt Portland Trailblazers 113
(ot); Washington Wizards 112
bt Golden State Warriors 108.
AGENCIES

John Hampshire
passes away
LONDON

Former England batsman and
Test umpire John Hampshire
has died aged 76 after a long
illness, the Yorkshire County
Cricket club announced on
Wednesday. Hampshire made
history on his Test debut by
becoming the first
Englishman to score a
century at Lord’s in his
maiden Test in the series with
the West Indies in 1969. AFP

Focused: Australian cricketers undergo a ielding and itness routine at Bengaluru onWednesday. G.P. SAMPATH KUMAR
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Gearing up

Martin Guptill roared back
from injury with a record-
breaking 180 as New Zeal-
and thrashed South Africa
by seven wickets to level the
ODI series in Hamilton on
Wednesday.

Guptill’s score was the
highest by a New Zealander
in an ODI chase and allowed
the Black Caps to overhaul
the 280 target set by South
Africa with five overs to
spare.

The result avenges the
New Zealanders’ 159-run
loss in the previous match
and levels the five-match
series 2-2, setting up a de-
cider in Auckland on
Saturday.

It was a stunning return
for Guptill, who showed no
ill effects from being side-
lined for five weeks with
hamstring problems.

New benchmark
He posted the highest-ever
ODI score by a New Zeal-
ander against the Proteas
and his 180-run partnership
with Ross Taylor (66) was
also a new benchmark
against South Africa.

“It was one of those in-
nings where everything
went to plan,” Guptill said.

“But I’ve got to park it
pretty quickly because
we’ve got another game in
Eden Park in a few days.”

His 180* is the highest by a New Zealander in an ODI chase

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

HAMILTON

Stunning:Guptill showed no ill efects from being sidelined for
ive weeks with hamstring problems. PHIL WALTER/GETTY IMAGES

Guptill helps Kiwis level series

S. Sreesanth has ap-
proached the Kerala High
Court seeking a directive to
the Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI) to lift
the life ban imposed on him
after the 2013 IPL spot-fixing
scandal.

While filing a petition in
the High Court here on
Wednesday, Sreesanth poin-
ted out that a sessions court
in Delhi had discharged all
the accused, including him,
in the case on July 25, 2015.

He mentioned that he
had asked the BCCI to re-
voke the ban after the ses-
sions court verdict and after
it refused to budge, he had
sent a legal notice to the
board on February 16, 2017.

The BCCI did not respond to
that too.

The fast bowler also poin-
ted out that he was invited
by Scotland’s Glenroth Club
for playing premier league
there from the first week of
April this year, for which the
NOC (no-objection certific-
ate) from the BCCI was
mandatory.

Though he had made a
specific request to the BCCI
for the NOC on February 11,
there had been no response.

Sreesanth mentioned that
he needed the NOC before
March 2 to join the Scottish
club and start preparing for
the league.

Hence, he has pleaded
with the High Court to dir-
ect the BCCI to issue the
NOC for playing in Scotland.

K.C. Gopakumar

Kochi

Life ban: Sreesanth
approaches Kerala HC

Israeli star
Shahar Peer retires
JERUSALEM

Israel's most successful
women's tennis player Shahar
Peer on Tuesday announced
her retirement because of a
chronic shoulder injury at the
age of 29. The former world
No. 11 reached two Grand
Slam quarterfinals, at the
Australian and US Opens in
2007, and won five WTA
titles. Peer wrote on her
Facebook page: “After 23
years, 13 of which I was an
international professional
tennis player, I am retiring.”
AFP

India captain Virat Kohli has
been chosen for the BCCI’s
International Cricketer of
the Year (2016) for the third
time and will receive the
Polly Umrigar award at the
BCCI annual awards function
in Bengaluru on March 8.

The BCCI award winners (2015-
16): Col. C.K. Nayudu Lifetime
Achievement award: Rajinder
Goel and Padmakar Shivalkar.

BCCI Lifetime Achievement
award for women: Shantha
Rangaswamy.

BCCI Special awards: V.V. Kumar
and the late Ramakant Desai.

Polly Umrigar award: Virat
Kohli.

Dilip Sardesai award (India’s
best cricketer in the West In-
dies series, 2016): R. Ashwin.

Lala Amarnath award (best all-
rounder in the Ranji Trophy):
Jalaj Saxena (Madhya Pradesh).
Lala Amarnath award (best all-
rounder in domestic limited-
over competition): Axar Patel.
(Gujarat)
Madhavrao Scindia award
(highest scorer in the Ranji
Trophy): Shreyas Iyer (Mumbai).
Madhavrao Scindia award
(highest wicket-taker): Shah-
baz Nadeem (Jharkhand).
M.A. Chidambaram Trophy
(highest scorer in the u-23 Col.
C.K. Nayudu Trophy): Jay Bista
(Mumbai).
M.A. Chidambaram Trophy
(highest wicket-taker in the u
-23 Col. C.K. Nayudu Trophy):
Satyajeet Bachhav
(Maharashtra).
N.K.P. Salve award (highest
scorer in the u-19 Cooch Behar
Trophy): Armaan Jaffer

(Mumbai).
N.K.P. Salve award (highest
wicket-taker in the u-19 Cooch
Behar Trophy): Ninad Rathva
(Baroda).
Raj Singh Dungarpur award
(highest scorer in the u-16 Vi-
jay Merchant Trophy): Ab-
hishek Sharma (Punjab).
Raj Singh Dungarpur award
(highest wicket-taker in the
u-16 Vijay Merchant Trophy):
Abhishek Sharma (Punjab).
Jagmohan Dalmiya award
[(best woman cricketer
(senior)]:Mithali Raj (Railways).
Jagmohan Dalmiya award
[(best woman cricketer (ju-
nior)]: Deepti Sharma (Uttar
Pradesh).
Best umpire in domestic
cricket: Nitin Menon.
Best performance in BCCI do-
mestic tournaments: Mumbai
Cricket Association.

Ashwin is India’s best cricketer in Test series against WI
Special Correspondent

Mumbai

Kohli claims BCCI top award

South Africa: H. Amla b Patel
40, Q. de Kock c Ronchi b Patel
0, F. du Plessis c Santner b Nee-
sham 67, J-P Duminy b Southee
25, AB de Villiers (not out) 72,
D. Miller c Brownlie b Santner 1,
D. Pretorius run out 10, C. Mor-
ris b Boult 28, W. Parnell run
out 29, Extras (w-7): 7; Total
(for eight wkts. in 50 overs)
279.
Fall of wickets: 1-1, 2-66, 3-
128, 4-140, 5-143, 6-158, 7-216,
8-279.
New Zealand bowling: Patel
10-0-57-2, Santner 10-0-40-1,
Boult 10-0-70-1, Southee 10-
0-70-1, de Grandhomme 2-0-

10-0, Williamson 3-0-17-0,
Neesham 5-0-15-1.
New Zealand: M. Guptill (not
out) 180, D. Brownlie c de Kock
b Rabada 4, K. Williamson lbw
b Tahir 21, R. Taylor c Amla b
Tahir 66, L. Ronchi (not out) 1,
Extras (lb-4, w-4): 8; Total (for
three wkts. in 45 overs) 280.
Fall of wickets: 1-5, 2-77, 3-257.
South Africa bowling: Rabada
8-0-41-1, Parnell 7-1-44-0,
Morris 9-0-54-0, Duminy 3-0-
26-0, Pretorius 8-0-55-0, Im-
ran Tahir 10-2-56-2.
Man-of-the-Match: Guptill.
New Zealand won by seven
wickets with 30 balls to spare.

SCOREBOARD NZ VS SA FOURTH ODI

La Liga: Sony Six & Sony Six
HD, 1. 30 a.m. (Friday)
NBA: Sony Six & Sony Six HD,
6.30 a.m. (Friday)

TV PICKS

Evgeny Donskoy beat Roger
Federer 3-6, 7-6(7), 7-6(5) in
the second round of the ATP
500 Dubai tennis champion-
ships on Wednesday.

Andy Murray stormed
into the quarterfinals with a
6-2, 6-0 rout of Guillermo
Garcia Lopez. Robin Haase
upset No. 5 seed Tomas
Berdych 3-6, 6-3, 6-4.

Gael Monfils held off Dan
Evans to battle into the
quarterfinals of the with a
6-4, 3-6, 6-1 victory.

Rohan Bopanna and Mar-
cin Matkowski made the
doubles semifinals beating
Florin Mergea and Viktor

Troicki 6-3, 6-4.

At the ATP Mexican Open
in Acapulco, also a Tour 500
event, Novak Djokovic was
made to work hard but fin-
ished strongly to defeat Mar-
tin Klizan 6-3, 7-6(4).

Important results: At Dubai:
Dubai Open: Second round: Ev-
geny Donskoy bt Roger Federer
3-6, 7-6(7), 7-6(5); AndyMurray
bt Guillermo Garcia Lopez 6-2,
6-0; Gael Monfils bt Dan Evans
6-4, 3-6, 6-1; Robin Haase bt
Tomas Berdych 3-6, 6-3, 6-4;
Fernando Verdasco bt Roberto
Bautista Agut 6-4, 3-6, 7-5;
Philipp Kohlschreiber bt Daniil
Medvedev 6-4, 6-4; Lucas
Pouille bt Marius Copil 6-1, 6-4.
Doubles: Quarterfinals:Marcin

Matkowski & Rohan Bopanna bt
Florin Mergea & Viktor Troicki
6-3, 6-4.

At Acapulco: Mexican Open:
First round: Men: Novak
Djokovic bt Martin Klizan 6-3, 7-
6(4); Nick Kyrgios bt Dudi Sela
3-6, 6-3, 6-3; Dominic Thiem bt
Gilles Simon 7-6(7), 6-3; Marin
Cilic bt Alexandr Dolgopolov
6-3, 4-6, 6-0; Rafael Nadal bt
Mischa Zverev 6-4, 6-3; Juan
Martin del Potro bt Frances
Tiafoe 6-4, 3-6, 7-6(1); Yoshi-
hito Nishioka bt Jack Sock 3-6,
6-2, 6-1.

Women:Mirjana Lucic-Baroni bt
Belinda Bencic 7-5, 6-4; Monica
Puig bt Francesca Schiavone
6-4, 7-6(4); Ajla Tomljanovic bt
Eugenie Bouchard 7-6(4), 6-1.

Djokovic stretched but gets past the irst hurdle at Acapulco

Federer crashes out of Dubai

Springing a surprise: Evgeny Donskoy rallied from a set down to beat Roger Federer. REUTERS

Agence France-Presse

Dubai

The Pune pitch used in the
first India-Australia Test may
have been given a “poor”
rating by the ICC match ref-
eree Chris Broad, but India
opener M. Vijay believes
that international cricket is
all about accepting such
challenges.

“I go into a match with an
open mindset. If the pitch
does something extra, then I
try to adapt to it. This is
where technique comes into
play. Yes, the Pune pitch
was much more challen-
ging, but I don’t think it was
poor,” Vijay said here on
Wednesday.

“At times, we do need to
play on such tracks, rather
than playing on only flat or
seaming tracks. It is actually
a good thing to play on
tracks like the Pune one, as
it tests your abilities. Over-
all, it was a good game of
cricket.”

The batsman was non-
committal when asked for
his views on the Chin-
naswamy Stadium track.
The second Test begins here
on Saturday, and all eyes are
on the playing surface that
will be used. “It looks like a
good wicket. Hopefully, we
can put up a good show,” Vi-
jay said.

Area of concern
At a practice session held
here before the media inter-
action, the Indian players
were engaged in a lengthy
catching session. The team
had put down quite a few
chances at Pune, with Vijay
guilty of spilling one at leg-
slip. “We had a chat about
taking our catches in the
team meeting. We have

been working on it,” he said.
Another area of concern

for India was its use of the
Decision Review System
(DRS). During Australia’s
second essay, Virat Kohli
and his men lost both their
reviews by the 37th over to
unsuccessful challenges.

In India’s second innings,
openers Vijay and K.L.
Rahul opted to use the re-
view, and on both occa-
sions, it proved to be futile.
Having batted for just 5.3
overs, India was now left
without a challenge to
spare.

“At the moment, it is not
going our way with the DRS.
We have to use those 15
seconds better. We’ve
spoken about this in the
team meeting as well,” Vijay
said.

After that heavy 333-run
defeat in the first Test, some
of the Indian teammembers
went on a trek in the West-
ern Ghats. Vijay explained
that the experience helped
the players to get “closer as
a team”. “We have been on
the road for a while now, so
these kinds of activities do
help. We had a break for a
couple of days, as the match
finished early. We wanted to
get out of our normal
routine and get some fresh
air,” he said.

It is good to play on
tracks like Pune: Vijay

Believes it tests a cricketer’s ability
Ashwin Achal

Bengaluru

M. Vijay. G.P. SAMPATH KUMAR

Nearly the entire Aus-
tralian team turned up to
train at the KSCA facilities
here on Wednesday, des-
pite it only being an op-
tional session.

David Warner picked
out a young off-spinner — a
local net bowler — and
summoned him over to a
side strip at the NCA
ground.

Warner had a long hit

against the delighted offie,
who on occasions, had the
star batsman in trouble.

Pacers Josh Hazlewood
and Jackson Bird joined the
action against Warner soon
after.

Skipper Steve Smith and
left-arm spinner Stephen
O’Keefe — the heroes of the
first Test — enjoyed long
sessions as well.

The players also en-
gaged in a rigorous fielding
and fitness routine.

Australians train
Principal Correspondent

Bengaluru

Australia opener David
Warner on Wednesday
praised his junior partner
Matthew Renshaw for catch-
ing the Indian team off guard
with his gutsy performance
in the first Test despite being
under the weather.

The 20-year-old, on his
first tour of India, had scores
of 68 and 31 despite suffering
from an upset stomach and
dizziness which required
medical attention.

“First Test match in India,
India probably didn’t expect
that. We have never seen
him [Renshaw] play in these

conditions as well. That’s the
good thing about this game.
When you have fresh people
in the team, you don’t know
what they are capable of as
well and it adds another
string to your bow,” said
Warner.

“He played fantastic. It
could have been a different
story if he stayed out there or
he didn’t come off [in first in-
nings] but the way he played
and the way he adapted from
coming off, being sick and
going back out there was
credit to him.”

Warner said the week-long
training in Dubai before ar-
riving in India was the best

thing that could have
happened to the team.

Dubai prep
“Having that week in

Dubai and having freshened
up as well after our summer
was fantastic for me and my
preparation.

“And I know the guys that
went to Dubai early, they
were all talking about how
good it was to prepare over
there and get their mind set
and get the miles in the legs
to come here,” Warner said.

The dashing opener feels
that staying in Dubai helped
them overcome the fatigue
factor.

Renshaw surprised India: Warner
‘Having new players the opposition isn’t familiar with adds a string to your bow’

Press Trust of India

Bengaluru

Badminton Association of
India (BAI) president
Akhilesh Das Gupta has
denied the CBI allegations
that there were irregularit-
ies in the selection of bad-
minton players for a 2014
tour of Japan under an ex-
change programme.

He told journalists that
it was the Delhi Capital
Badminton Association
that had sent the players,
not the BAI.

He said his daughter
was chosen for the team as
she had won a bronze
medal in the National
school-level champion-
ship.

Ineligible
According to the CBI’s pre-
liminary inquiry, several of
the team members were
not eligible for the tour.

The inquiry further
found that the selection
criteria had not been ad-
vertised by the organisers.

The CBI also alleged that
seven members were the
wards of the office-bearers
of the two associations.

BAI chief
denies CBI
charges
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Some full member associ-
ations of the Board of Con-
trol for Cricket in India
(BCCI) have told the Su-
preme Court appointed
Committee of Administrat-
ors (CoA) that the apex
court’s order dated July 18,
2016 does not apply to the
State associations.

This is in response to the
CoA advisory that sought
details from the full mem-
bers/State associations
about their office-bearers,
managing committee, exec-
utive, governing body as the
case may be by March 1.

A former BCCI president

has sent a template letter to
his group of supporters in
the full member associ-
ations, asking them to send
the same to the CoA.

The letter says, “The
rights of members of the
State associations under Art-
icle 19 (1) (c) of the Constitu-
tion of India continue to re-
main protected and that the
BCCI has not adopted the
Justice Lodha Committee re-
commendations.” It con-
cludes thus: “You may also
note that the jurisdiction of
the Committee of Adminis-
trators does not extend to
the constituent units of the
BCCI, i.e., the State
Associations.”

Apex court order
does not apply to
us, say State bodies
G. Viswanath

Mumbai

Mangala gives Valencia
full points
VALENCIA

Mangala’s 29th-minute strike
helped Valencia beat Leganes
1-0 in a La Liga match here on
Tuesday.
In another match, Pedro
Leon’s injury time goal earned
Eibar a 2-2 draw with Real
Sociedad.
The results:
La Liga: Real Sociedad 2
(Juanmi 14, Vela 68-pen)
drew with Eibar 2 (Escalante
25, Pedro Leon 90+3);
Valencia 1 (Mangala 29) bt
Leganes 0; Malaga 1 (Fornals
39) lost to Real Betis 2
(Martin 48, Sanabria 74).
Italian Cup: (semifinal,
first-leg): Juventus 3 (Dybala
47-pen, 69-pen, Higuain 64)
bt Napoli 1 (Callejon 36).
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SUDOKU

P C E S S A I

F O U R C O U R T C A S E

E E Z B A T L

E S C A P E M I N I S T E R

M M I D U

O B E I S A N T S E P O Y S

L E S I E

S U P R E M E A N A G R A M

E O T Y R

P R I S O N S I C K N E S S

T U U H A

S T R A W M A N E N R I C H

E L E A E C O

A S C I N A M E S H E R S
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Solution to puzzle 11943 Solution to yesterday’s Sudoku

DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD
DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD

Those who adore Lord Siva praise His dancing feet as their
place of refuge, said M.A. Manickavelu in a discourse.

It is obeisance to His feet that saves. This is something all
saints have known and they have therefore praised His feet.

Siva’s Cosmic dance is praised by Saint Thirumoolar, who
says that the Goddess Sakti too dances with Him. It is an
Ananda tandava — a joyous dance. It is a pleasant dance, as
pleasing as honey.

To Manickavachagar, it was Lord Siva’s feet that gave
deeksha.

The touch of the Lord’s feet worked like magic and the
moment the Lord put His feet on Manickavachagar’s head,
the saint stopped thinking of his relatives and concentrated
all his thoughts on the Lord.

Appar’s verse talks of a woman surrendering at Lord
Siva’s feet.

As a result of this, she forgot all about her family and be-
came so immersed in the Lord that she even forgot her
name.

In another verse, Appar sings of Lord Nataraja’s raised
eyebrows, His red lips that sport a smile, His locks of hair,
and His resplendent body that shines like a coral.

But Appar ends the verse praising Lord Nataraja’s lifted
foot as He dances, and Appar concludes that if a person has
the good fortune to see all of these, then he is truly blessed.

Markandeya, son of sage Mrikandu, was destined to die at
the age of sixteen.

But when Yama came to take his life, the boy hugged a
Siva linga. Yama was unable to take him away and so he cast
his rope around the linga too!

Lord Siva then kicked Yama away and granted
Markandeya the boon of immortality.

So here again it was His feet that saved a devotee.

FAITH

The feet that save4 Criminal carries chopped olive

in sacs (7)

5 Free to re-assemble slide rule

sans nonsensical rules (4)

6 Cram folded dosa with a bit of

egg and get a refreshing drink

(5,4)

7 Students rise and make

mistake (4,2)

8 Naughty gnome ate king's

lower (6)

14 Finds that storage devices

contain 6 balls (9)

16 Fool takes cold asafoetida for

involuntary jerking (9)

17 Song composed about top

class city (6)

18 Messy Vietnamese congee has

a tailless arachnid (7)

20 European country's landed

property (6)

21 Let nun construct an

underground passage (6)

24 Little bit of land surrounded

by the sea is tenanted (5)

25 Big game’s rescheduled (4)

13 Platforms where people orate,

for starters, and reject help

(5)

15 In Indo-China, National

Liberation Front's badly

coveting VC (8)

17 Devious secret agents give

away lying Gnat for 2 1/2

asses in Rome (8)

19 Angry setter holds rodent with

energy (5)

22 Intoxicated gent left nitrogen

compound in club (4)

23 Ancient Indian writing — it can

be sent to a publisher (10)

26 Packed away more than

required ... inished and

brewed tea before dash,

perhaps (9)

27 Cove’s intel is bad (5)

28 Hitcher's gal rummaged for

some bright illumination (11)

■ DOWN

1 A Morse sound to represent

"same as above" (5)

2 Salt the sap mixed to make

soup, in Vietnam, for starters

(9)

3 Wrongly cool carbon and

potassium as reckoned by a

time machine (6)

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8

9 10

11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21

22 23 24

25

26 27

28

(set by Incognito)

■ ACROSS

1 PS: Amino acid is synthesized

for alcoholic (11)

9 Game non-drinker's in the

toilet (5)

10 Reveal Ali can make a necklace

pendant (9)

11 Western miner's hope to get

gold (10)

12 After morning, doctor gets

cartridges, for example (4)
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McCullum joins
Middlesex again
LONDON:

Former New Zealand captain
Brendon McCullum will link
up with Middlesex again for
this year’s Twenty20 Blast,
the English county
announced on Wednesday.
McCullum, 35, played six
games for Middlesex in last
season’s competition and will
be available for nine matches
of this year’s tournament
between July 7 and August 3.
AFP

IN BRIEF

Sharapova given Rome
wildcard
ROME

Five-time Grand Slam
champion Maria Sharapova
has been given a wildcard to
play in the Italian Open in
May, organisers said on
Wednesday. The former
World No. 1 makes her return
to the circuit in Stuttgart in
April after completing a
15-month ban for doping.
“We officially announce the
wild card for the 3-time
Rome champion
@MariaSharapova into the
main draw ...” organisers
announced on Twitter. AFP

HYDERABAD: City Of Dreams runs
with a good chance in the first divi-
sion of the Havoc Plate (1,200m),
the main event of the extra day's
races to be held here on Thursday
(March 2).
Therewill be no false rails.

1 OKAI OKAI OKAI PLATE (Div. I),
(1,200m), md. 3-y-o only (Cat.

II), (Terms), 12 noon: 1. All Star
General (8) K. Mukesh Kumar 55,
2. Delmonico (9) N. Rawal 55, 3. In-
zaire (10) A.S. Pawar 55, 4. Mean
Machine (11) 55, 5. Royal Victory
(4) Khurshad Alam 55, 6. Sisco (2)
Ajeeth Kumar 55, 7. Vallee Peaks
(3) S. Sreekant 55, 8. Ashka Ashka
Ashka (5) Arshad Alam 53.5, 9.
Cymbal (13) Deep Shanker 53.5,
10. Halo's Princess (12) Aneel 53.5,
11. Negress Princess (7) B.R. Kumar
53.5, 12. Rose Petal (14) G. Naresh
53.5, 13. Royal Green (1) Ajit Singh
53.5 and 14. Tough Sussex (6)
Deepak Singh 53.5.
1. CYMBAL, 2. INZAIRE, 3. ALL STAR
GENERAL

2 OKAI OKAI OKAI PLATE (Div.
II), (1,200m), md. 3-y-o only

(Cat. II), (Terms), 12-30 p.m.: 1. Ar-
row Arrow Arrow (14) Arshad
Alam 55, 2. Golden Hope (2) Ak-
shay Kumar 55, 3. Lord Gift (7)
Ajeeth Kumar 55, 4. Mega Million
(9) S. Sreekant 55, 5. Rustom (4) G.
Naresh 55, 6. Univision (13) Kiran
Naidu 55, 7. Dare To Love (12) Ro-
hit Kumar 53.5, 8. Flying Ebony (8)
Md. Sameeruddin 53.5, 9. Good
Strike (3) B. R. Kumar 53.5, 10. Jas-
mine Garden (11) Deep Shanker
53.5, 11. La Romance (6) K.Mukesh
Kumar 53.5, 12. Little Royal (5) P.
Gaddam 53.5, 13. Soaring Sensex
(10) A. S. Pawar 53.5 and 14. With-
rosemakeup (1) Ajit Singh 53.5.
1. GOLDEN HOPE, 2. JASMINE
GARDEN 3. MEGAMILLION

3 GREY GESTON PLATE
(1,200m), 4-y-o & over (which

have not won a race since Nov. 1,
2016), rated 40 to 70 (Cat. II), 1-00:
1. Miracle King (5) Akshay Kumar
60, 2. Awesome Approach (4) Ar-
shad Alam 59, 3. Legacy Machine
(8) Rohit Kumar 56, 4. Roi's Cruise
(3) Md. Ismail 56, 5. Big Flash (7)

Deepak Singh 52.5, 6. Charlie
Brown (1) N. Rawal 52.5, 7.
Gangadhar (6) G. Naresh 51 and 8.
Undu Undu Undu (2) Ajeeth Ku-
mar 51.
1. BIG FLASH, 2. MIRACLE KING, 3.
LEGACYMACHINE

4 SERGEANT MAJOR PLATE (Div.
I), (1,400m), 5-y-o &over, rated

46 to 70 (Cat. II), 1-30: 1. Poll Prom-
ise (9) C. P. Bopanna 60, 2. Rebel-
lion (5) Md. Sameeruddin 56.5, 3.
Dancing Farha (2)Md. Ismail 56, 4.
Silvassa (4) Deepak Singh 54.5, 5.
Canberra (7) Akshay Kumar 53.5,
6. Rock Heights (8) K. Mukesh Ku-
mar 53.5, 7. Agusta Bombshell (6)
Kiran Naidu 53, 8. Penumatcha's
Pride (3) Arshad Alam 53 and 9.
Dolce (1) Khurshad Alam 51.5.
1. AGUSTA BOMBSHELL, 2. PENU-
MATCHA'S PRIDE, 3. POLL PROMISE

5 HAVOC PLATE (Div. I),
(1,200m), 5-y-o&over, rated 66

to 90 (Cat. II), 2-00: 1. Morning
Miracle (1) A. S. Pawar 62, 2. City
Of Dreams (8) K. Mukesh Kumar
60, 3. Commanding Boy (4) N.
Rawal 59, 4. Rubyonrails (2) Ar-
shadAlam59, 5. Italian Cypress (9)
Akshay Kumar 55, 6. Aakash Vani
(3) B. R. Kumar 54, 7. Green Image
(6) Ajit Singh 54, 8. Oh Dear (10)
Deepak Singh 53, 9. Mighty Swing
(5) C. P. Bopanna 52.5 and 10. Par
Excellence (7) Md. Ismail 50.
1. CITY OF DREAMS, 2. COMMAND-
ING BOY, 3. MORNINGMIRACLE

6 PLACERVILLE PLATE
(1,400m), 5-y-o & over, rated

upto 30 (Cat. III), 2-30: 1. Sir Le-
gend (2) Ajeeth Kumar 62, 2. Abrs-
cos (8) G. Naresh 59.5, 3. Sensa-
tional Girl (6) Md. Sameeruddin
59.5, 4. Enter Canter (9) Gopal
Singh 59, 5. Seeking Alpha (5)
Khurshad Alam 57.5, 6. Steyn
Memories (1) N. Rawal 57, 7. Green
Olive (3) Kiran Naidu 55.5, 8. Cap-
tain General (7) S. Sreekant 53 and
9. Rainbow Blues (4) P. Gaddam
50.
1. SENSATIONAL GIRL, 2. ABRACOS,
3. SIR LEGEND

7 RAZEEN PLATE (1,200m), 4-y-o
& over (which have not won a

race since Nov. 1, 2016), rated 26 to
50; (Cat. III), 3-00: 1. Bron To Do It
(6)Md. Ismail 60, 2.Matica (12) Ak-
shay Kumar 60, 3. Romantic Fire
(3) A. A. Vikrant 59.5, 4. Ice Crystal
(10) C. P. Bopanna 59, 4. Compos-
ure (13) Aneel 58.5, 6. Azazil (7) Ar-
shad Alam 58, 7. Onk Onk Onk (11)
P. Koushik 57.5, 8. Pamella (5)
KhurshadAlam 57.5, 9.War Cry (2)
Deepak Singh 56, 10. Khan Sahib
(4) Deep Shanker 54.5, 11. Monte
Rosa (14) S. Sreekant 54.5, 12. Ash-
wini (9) Kunal Bunde 53, 13.
Beauty Flash (1) P. Gaddam 53 and
14. Sunday Carnival (8) K. Mukesh
Kumar 52.5.
1. WAR CRY, 2. BORN TO DO IT, 3.
ONKONKONK

8 HAVOC PLATE (Div. II),
(1,200m), 5-y-o & over, rated

66 to 90 (Cat. II), 3-35: 1. Greek
Star (1) Koushik 61.5, 2. Vallee
Secrete (7) Akshay Kumar 58.5, 3.
Altruist (4) Arshad Alam 56.5, 4.
Camborne (8) Md. Ismail 56.5, 5.
City OfWonders (3) K. Mukesh Ku-
mar 56, 6. Military Belle (6) B. R.
Kumar 56, 7. Kimono (10) Aneel
55, 8. Symbol Of Pride (5) Ajeeth
Kumar 54.5, 9. Advocate General
(2) A. S. Pawar 52.5 and 10. Va-
lerian Steel (9) N. Rawal 52.5.
1. ALTRUIST, 2. VALLEE SECRETE,
3. CITY OFWONDERS

9 FRIENDLY FIRE PLATE
(1,200m), 3-y-o only (which

have not won more than one
race), (Cat. II), (Terms), 4-05: 1.
Creator (9) Deep Shanker 56, 2. On
The Fire (4) Arshad Alam 56, 3.
Proud Warrior (7) N. Rawal 56, 4.
Southern Crown (3) Akshay Ku-
mar 56, 5. True Hymn (2) Ajeeth
Kumar 56, 6. Warrior Supreme (8)
A. S. Pawar 56, 7. Celtic Queen (6)
Md. Sameeruddin 54.5, 8. Top
Starchy (5) K. Mukesh Kumar 54.5
and 9. Vancouver (1) Deepak Singh
54.5.
1. VANCOUVER, 2. SOUTHERN
CROWN, 3.WARRIOR SUPREME

1 0 SERGEANTMAJOR PLATE (Div.
II), (1,400m), 5-y-o & over, rated

46 to 70 (Cat. II), 4-35: 1. Gayle
Force (7) Akshay Kumar 60, 2. Az-
arenka (8) Arshad Alam 58, 3.

Dandy Girl (6) Md. Ismail 57, 4.
Delta Force (4) Aneel 57, 5. Aston
Doulton (2) Md. Sameeruddin
55.5, 6. Brilliant Twist (1) Khur-
shad Alam 55.5, 7. Brilliant (3)
Ajeeth Kumar 55 and 8. Perfection
(5) A. S. Pawar 54.

1. AZARENKA, 2. GAYLE FORCE, 3.
DANDY GIRL

1 1 RAMBO PLATE (1,400m), 5-y-o
& over (which have not won a

race since Nov. 1, 2016), rated 26 to
50 (Cat. III), 5-05: 1. Royal Hero (8)
Ajit Singh 60, 2. Western Express
(7) Arshad Alam 60, 3. Vijay's De-
light (9) A. S. Pawar 59.5, 4. Lav-
ender (2) C. P. Bopanna 59, 5.
Moon Walker (3) Aneel 58.5, 6.
Upon A Star (12) Gopal Singh 57.5,
7. Nelly (11) Akshay Kumar 54, 8.
Sea Change (5) Deepak Singh 54, 9.
Awsome Show (6) Khurshad Alam
53, 10. Ryuzaki (4) P. Gaddam 52,
11. Buckshee (10) S. S. Tanwar 51.5
and 12. Dear Friend (1) Kunal
Bunde 51.5.

1. SEA CHANGE, 2. WESTERN EX-
PRESS, 3. LAVENDER

1 2 RIYAHI PLATE (1,200m), 4-y-o
& over (which have not won a

race since Nov. 1, 2016), rated upto
30 (Cat. III), 5-35: 1. Golden Adara
(5) Md. Sameeruddin 62, 2. Cashel
(10) Koushik 60.5, 3. Take A Bow
(4) Aneel 60.5, 4. Cash For Rank
(6) A. Joshi 60, 5. Royal Striker (7)
Rohit Kumar 60, 6. Top Sprint (13)
Deepak Singh 59, 7. Oh Pharaoh
(2) P. Gaddam 56, 8. Invasion (12)
Akshay Kumar 55.5, 9. Carnival Ex-
press (3) Kiran Naidu 54.5, 10.
Princess (14) A. S. Pawar 54, 11.
War Lady (11) G. Naresh 53.5, 12.
Touch Of Gold (1) N. Rawal 51, 13.
Beijos (8) S. S. Tanwar 50 and 14.
Jamie (9)Md. Ismail 50.

1. TAKE A BOW, 2. OH PHARAOH, 3.
PRINCESS

Day's best: AZARENKA

Double: BIG FLASH - VANCOUVER

Jkt (i): 3, 4, 5, 6 & 7; (ii): 8, 9, 10, 11 &
12; Tr (i): 1, 2 & 3; (ii): 4, 5 & 6; (iii):
7, 8 & 9; (iv): 10, 11 & 12; Tla: all
races.

City Of Dreams has a good chance
MUMBAI: Miss Ameeta Mehra’s
Manifold, ridden byNeeraj Rawal,
won the Hong Kong Jockey Club
Trophy, the feature event ofWed-
nesday’s (March 1) evening races.
P. Shroff trains thewinner.
THERESULTS:

1 PRICELESSPLATE (2,000m),Cl.
III, rated 40 to 66: SABIQ

(Sandesh) 1, Elegant Beauty
( J.Chinoy) 2, Glorious Opinion
(Santosh) 3 and Eiger’s Tiger
(Dashrath) 4. 1-1/4, 2-1/2, Nose. 2m
5.69s. Rs. 18 (w), 12, 21 and 48 (p).
SHP: Rs. 58, FP: Rs. 66, Q: Rs. 73,
Tanala: Rs. 1,170 andRs. 1,504. Fa-
vourite: Sabiq.
Owner: Mr. Sandeep N. Harpale.
Trainer: C. Rajendra.

2 HONG KONG JOCKEY CLUB
TROPHY (1,400m), Maiden, 3-

y-o only:MANIFOLD (Neeraj) 1,My-
grator (Sandesh) 2, Collegium
(Dashrath) 3 and PardonMy Dust
( J.Chinoy) 4. 3/4, 3-1/4, 7-3/4. 1m
24. 38s. Rs. 37 (w), 10, 13 and 11 (p).
SHP: Rs. 42, FP: Rs. 69, Q: Rs. 28,
Tanala: Rs. 65 and Rs. 29. Favour-
ite:Mygrator.Owner:MissAmeeta
Mehra. Trainer: P. Shroff.

3 F.K. VAKIL TROPHY, DIV.II
(1,400m), Cl. IV, rated 20 to 46:

TROMBONE (Sandesh) 1, NewEng-
land (C.S. Jodha) 2, Aeolus Max-
imus (Dashrath) 3 andBayOf Love
(Nadeem) 4. 1-1/4, 3-3/4, 1-1/2. 1m
24.95s. Rs. 45 (w), 17, 19 and 16 (p).
SHP: Rs. 61, FP: Rs. 150, Q: Rs. 71,
Tanala: Rs. 394 and Rs. 203. Fa-
vourite: Logic. Owners:M/s. Geof-
frey B. Nagpal & Nishant G. Nag-
pal. Trainer: S.K. Sunderji.

4 NARAYANDAS J DAVE PLATE
(1,600m), Cl. V, rated 1 to 26:

BRAZOS ( J. Chinoy) 1, Silver Edge
(G. Amit) 2, Master Sergeant (Mer-
chant) 3 and Frosted (Raghuveer)
4. Lnk, 3, 1-1/4. 1m 39.55s. Rs. 45
(w), 16, 56 and57 (p). SHP:Rs. 320,
FP: Rs. 323, Q: Rs. 241. Favourite:
Firenze. Owners: Mr. &Mrs. Vijay
B. Shirke, Mr. Jay V. Shirke & Mr.
K.N. Dhunjibhoy rep. Five Stars
Shipping CoPvt Ltd. Trainer:M.K.
Jadhav.

5 HAUNTING MEMORIES PLATE
(1,000m), Cl. III, rated 40 to

66: WONDER STORY (Santosh) 1,
Free Speech (G. Amit) 2, Victorio
(Raghuveer) 3 andPhoenix Knight
(S.J. Sunil) 4. Snk, 2, 1/2. 59.90s.
Rs. 66 (w), 21, 12 and 18 (p). SHP:
Rs. 50, FP: Rs. 214, Q: Rs. 601,
Tanala: Rs. 977 and Rs. 329. Fa-
vourite: Victorio. Owners: M/s.
Shivram G.Dalvi, Sacheen
P.Gamre & Ivor Fernandes.
Trainer: Ivor Fernandes.

6 F.K. VAKIL TROPHY, DIV.I
(1,400m), Cl. IV, rated 20 to

46: CLASSICUS (Dashrath) 1, Alien
(Nadeem) 2, Diwali Lights
(Bhawani) 3 and Royal Classic (S.
Amit) 4. 1-3/4, 3, 3/4. 1m24.70s. Rs.
40 (w),16, 26 and 74 (p). SHP: Rs.
129, FP: Rs. 768,Q:Rs. 776, Tanala:
Rs. 20, 236. Favourite: Sensex.
Owners: M/s. Vivek S. Jain, Geof-
frey B. Nagpal, Hoshang J. Nazir &
Chetan Shah. Trainer: Zadmal
Singh.

7 K.J.K. IRANI PLATE (1,200m),
Cl. V, rated 1 to 26: RARE SIL-

VER (C.S. Jodha) 1, Blavatsky (Mer-
chant) 2, SuperBolt (S.Amit) 3 and
Pass The Glory (Pereira) 4. 5-3/4,
1/2, 1. 1m 13.03s. Rs. 29 (w), 15, 78
and 20 (p). SHP: Rs. 211, Q: Rs. 601,
Tanala: Rs. 4,596 and Rs. 1,969.
Favourite:What ANice Girl. Own-
ers: M/s. Rakesh R. Jhunjhunwala
& Girish S. Mehta. Trainer: Imtiaz
Sait.

8 M.M.T. PANDOLE PLATE
(1,000m), Cl. IV, rated 20 to

46: ORLA (C.S. Jodha) 1, My Bless-
ings (S. Amit) 2, Motherland
(Sandesh) 3 and Zabisco (Mer-
chant) 4. Sh, 1-1/4, 1/2. 1m0.16s.Rs.
45 (w), 18, 13 and 16 (p). SHP: Rs.
54, FP: Rs. 238, Q: Rs. 122, Tanala:
Rs. 384 and Rs. 155. Favourite:
Motherland. Owners: Mr. Rajesh
Monga & Mrs. K.N. Sunderji.
Trainer: S.K. Sunderji.

Jackpot: 70 per cent: Rs. 19,016 (22
tkts.) and 30 per cent: Rs. 2,676
(67 tkts.).

Treble (i): Rs. 1,413 (8 tkts.); (ii): Rs.
644 (36 tkts.).

Super Jackpot: 70 per cent: Rs. 1,
23, 136 (carried forward) and 30
per cent: Rs. 5,277 (5 tkts.).

Manifold wins

At Chennai: Madhya Pradesh
213 for nine in 50 overs
(Shubham Sharma 40) lost to
Gujarat 214 for six in 43.1 overs
(Priyank Panchal 53, Bhargav
Merai 45); Points: Gujarat 4 (8),
MP 0 (8).

Andhra 228 for nine in 50
overs (A.G. Pradeep 115 n.o.,
Felix Alemao three for 42) bt
Goa 225 in 50 overs (Snehal
Kauthankar 83; Bhargav Bhatt
three for 36).Andhra 4 (8), Goa
0 (0).

At Cuttack: Maharashtra 270 in
48.5 overs (Ruturaj Gaikwad 82,
Naushad Shaikh 68) bt Tamil
Nadu 248 in 49.1 overs (B. In-
drajith 49, Shrikant Mundhe
four for 43). Maharashtra 4
(16), TN 0 (12).

Tripura 206 in 49.5 overs
(Sen Chowdhary 51, Pankaj
Jaiswal four for 32) bt Himachal
Pradesh 68 in 15 overs (Sumeet
Verma 31, Abhijit Sarkar six for
31, Ajoy Sarkar four for 37).
Tripura 4 (12), HP 0 (4).

At Bhubaneshwar: Uttar Pra-
desh 387 for five in 50 overs
(Akshdeep Nath 143) bt Kerala
142 in 32 overs (Vishnu Vinod
32, Piyush Chawla three for 19).
UP 4 (4), Kerala 0 (0).

At Kolkata: Jharkhand 125 in
27.3 overs (Ishan Kishan 53,
Shaurya Sanandia five for 47,
Kushang Patel four for 39) bt
Saurashtra 83 in 25.1 overs
(Varun Aaron four for 20, Rahul
Shukla four for 32). Jharkhand
4 (12), Saurashtra 0 (0).

Hyderabad 197 in 47 overs
(B. Sandeep 70 n.o., Shubham
Thakur four for 44) bt Chhattis-
garh 193 for nine in 50 overs
(Ashutosh Singh 64). Hydera-
bad 4 (12), Chhattisgarh 0 (4).

At Kalyani: Services 214 in 48.4
overs (Nakul Verma 68, Sham-
sher Yadav 52, Parvez Rasool
three for 36) bt Jammu and
Kashmir 190 in 45.1 overs
(Ahmed Bandy 59, Puneet Bisht
45, Vipin Singh three for 41).
Services 4 (8), J & K 0 (0).

VIJAY HAZARE TROPHY SCORES

Spectacular:Nikhil Naik pulls of a stunner to send back B.
Aparajith of Shrikant Mundhe. BISWARANJAN ROUT

The two-day ‘Spor-
tex.Asia-2017’ international
conference is being held
here on March 2-3.

Supported by the Sports
Ministry, the conference is
expected to focus on invest-
ments in sporting assets as
well as association of brands
with their target markets.
Sports Minister Vijay Goel
spoke to The Hindu about
the ministry’s role in the
event and its expectations:

What is the significance of
this event?
Sports is slated to grow 10
times in India over the next
few years.

The conference is a plat-
form for various stakehold-
ers including the ministry,
corporates, foreign in-
vestors, media and advert-
ising companies as well as
sports federations and own-
ers of various clubs across
leagues to interact.

What is the importance of
corporate involvement in
the event?
The corporates are investing
in various leagues and the

teams. Leagues like the ISL,
PKL, SFL and PWL have be-
gun making money. Private
sector and foreign invest-
ment is playing a key role in
this. More leagues are likely
to be announced in the
coming years.

Howwill it improve the
sports culture in India?
Events like these provide a
professional leverage in im-
proving the sports culture.

It would encourage the
youth to take up sports as
careers. As more capital
flows in, money will flow
into talent identification and
nurturing.

But the programmedoesn’t
list any sportsperson at the
event.
That’s not true. There would
be quite a few sportspersons
present.

These include Omkar
Singh (shooting), R.K. Patra
(gymnastics), Sandeep To-
mar (wrestling), Surjeet Nar-
wal & Nitin Tomar
(kabaddi). P. Gopi Chand
will also attend a special
meeting.

Interactions would be
both formal and informal.

Sportex.Asia-2017
conference to focus
on investments

Minister’s take on ministry’s role

Special Correspondent
NEW DELHI

Looking down and almost
out, Punjab found match-
winners in Gurkeerat Mann
(69 not out) and Manpreet
Grewal (46 not out) as the
two raised 80 runs for the
eighth-wicket and snatched
a three-wicket victory from
Railways’ grasp at the Palam
ground here.

Chasing 247, Punjab
looked lost at 167 for seven
when Harbhajan Singh de-
parted. But Grewal proved
an able ally to Mann and the
duo took the team past the
finish line with five deliver-
ies to spare.

This much-needed vic-
tory kept Punjab (8 points)
in the hunt for the quarterfi-
nals in the seven-team
Group A.

At the Ferozeshah Kotla,
Baroda’s batsmen did the
job after chasing down
Odisha’s challenging 281.
Leader Baroda’s third vic-
tory in four matches raised
its tally to 12 points.

Baroda owed it to opener
Aditya Waghmode, who
scored 92 off 82 deliveries,
and Deepak Hooda for his
unbeaten 78 off 63.

At the Karnail Singh Sta-
dium, the match was re-
duced to 49 overs a side
after the pitch had not dried
up in time following Tues-
day evening’s watering.

Shockingly, this was the
second time in three
matches that play could not
resume on time.

Once the action began,
Haryana rode on Shubham
Rohilla’s 118 and posted 306
for six and easily stopped
Assam 53 runs short.

The scores: At Ferozeshah
Kotla ground: Odisha 281 for
seven in 50 overs (Govind Pod-
dar 77, Abhishek Yadav 40,
Anurag Sarangi 37, Subhranshu
Senapati 35, Sandeep Pattnaik
29, Swapnil Singh three for 58)
lost to Baroda 284 for five in
46.2 overs (Aditya Waghmode
92, Deepak Hooda 78 not out,
Yusuf Pathan 38, Kedar Devd-
har 32, Krunal Pandya 25). Bar-
oda 4 (12), Odisha 0 (4).

At Air Force ground, Palam:
Railways 246 for nine in 50
overs (Arindam Ghosh 83,
Pratham Singh 41, Akash Yadav
33) lost to Punjab 247 for seven
in 49.1 overs (Gurkeerat Singh
69 not out, Yuvraj Singh 66,
Manpreet Grewal 46 not out,
Manan Vohra 29, Ashish Yadav
three for 41).Punjab4 (8), Rail-
ways 0 (4).

Karnail Singh Stadium: Hary-
ana 306 for six in 49 overs
(Shubham Rohilla 118, Nitin
Saini 54, Shivam Chauhan 47,
Chaitanya Bishnoi 42, Rahul Te-
watia 35, Amit Verma three for
47) beat Assam 252 for nine in
49 overs (Pritam Das 65 not
out, Arun Karthik 60, Syed Mo-
hammad 30). Haryana 4 (8),
Assam0 (4).

Punjab pips
Railways
Baroda, Haryana score wins

RAKESH RAO
NEW DELHI

Brilliant half-centuries from
Abhimanyu Easwaran and
Sudip Chatterjee trumped
Dishant Yagnik’s century for
Rajasthan as Bengal posted a
two-wicket win in the Vijay
Hazare Trophy match here
on Wednesday.

Chasing 275, opener Abhi-
manyu

made 79 off just 77 balls.
Sudip Chatterjee then

took control of the chase,
remaining unbeaten on 85

and taking his side home.
Earlier, Rajasthan opener

Yagnik made 100 off 137
balls.

The left-hander started off
confidently against the
Bengal pacers Ashoke Dinda
and Seth, hitting them for
boundaries whenever they
strayed onto his pads. Once
the spinners were on, Yagnik
was in his groove and did not
mind going against the turn
to the off-spinner Pankaj Ku-
mar Shaw and Pragyan Ojha,
hitting them through covers

confidently.
Yagnik was ably suppor-

ted, first by Salman Khan
and then Puneet Yadav the
pairs added 71 and 73 runs
for the second and third
wicket respectively. The left-
hander though slowed down
once into his 90s, taking 17
balls to close out the last 10
runs before he was dis-
missed.

Rajasthan then had a
short collapse — from 184 for
three to 216 for six — before
T.N. Dhillon played a cameo

of 37 from 11 balls including
27 runs of Dinda in one over
to take his side past 250.

The scores: Team Rajasthan 274
for nine in 50 overs (Dishant
Yagnik 100, Salman Khan 35,
Puneet Yadav 34, Tajinder Singh
Dhillon 37, Kanishk Seth four for
59) lost to Bengal 275 for eight
in 49 overs (Shreevats Goswami
47, Abhimanyu Eswaran 79,
Sudip Chatterjee 85 n.o., Kam-
lesh Nagarkoti three for 60,
Rahul Chahar three for 33).
Points: Bengal 4 (12); Team Ra-
jasthan 0 (4).

Bengal squeezes past Rajasthan
Dishant Yagnik’s hundred goes in vain as his side sufers a two-wicket defeat

S. Dipak Ragav
Chennai

University of Madras
thrashed SGB University,
Amravati 13-1 in the open-
ing match of the Nehru all-
India inter-university
hockey tournament on
Wednesday.
The results: Pool B: Madras
University 13 (V.
Veeratamizhan 4, G. Saravana
Kumar 4, J. Joshua Benedict
2, R. Senthilnayogam, L. Raja,
R.T. Raguram) bt SGB Univer-
sity 1 (Zaim Khan); MG Kashi
Vidyapeeth, Varanasi 4
(Govind Singh Rawat 2, Md.
Faiyaz Sarwar, Manish Yadav)
bt Punjabi University, Patiala
2 (Bishan Singh 2); Pool A:
Acharya Nagarjuna University,
Guntur 4 (p. Subramanyum 2,
S. Jai Kiran Kumar, V. Manik-
anta) bt Barkatullah Univer-
sity, Bhopal 2 (Mohan Mahor,
Raju Singh); Guru Nanak Dev
University, Amritsar 3 (Jagjit
Singh, Shamsher Singh,
Harsahib Singh) drew with
VBPS University, Jaunpur 3
(Mithilesh 2, Ankit).

Madras
routs SGB
Special Correspondent
NEW DELHI

Lausanne

Former FIFA secretary
general Jerome Valcke has
appealed to the Court of
Arbitration for Sport
against a 10-year ban for
ethics breaches.

The world body fired the
Frenchman in January
2016 over black market of
World Cup ticket sales and
suspect television deals. AFP

Valcke
appeals
against ban

bubbly
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FIFA bans
Nigeria's Adamu
ZURICH

Nigeria’s former football
official Amos Adamu was
banned for two years by
world governing body FIFA
for ethics violations. Adamu,
a former FIFA executive
committee member and West
African Football Union
president, cannot take part in
any “football-related activity
at national and international
level” for the next two years,
FIFA said in a statement. AFP

Andhra loses
early wickets
PATIALA

Andhra, chasing 253 for an
outright victory, was
precarious placed at 31 for
three in its second essay
against Punjab at the end of
the second day in the Col.
C.K. Nayudu Trophy final at
Dhruv Pandove stadium here
on Wednesday.

Karan Kalia struck thrice to
reduce Andhra to 31 for three
in 18 overs.

The scores: Punjab 144 & 225
in 64.1 overs (Himanshu
Sharma 67, N. Chaudhary 51,
Vinay Choudhary 35, A. Vinay
Kumar six for 97, Bheema Rao
three for 33) vs Andhra 117 in
54.5 overs (Karan Kalia five
for 27, Vinay Choudhary four
for 33) & 31 for three in 18
overs (Karan Kalia three for
three). SPORTS BUREAU

IN BRIEF

‘Dangal coach’ becomes
international referee
NEW DELHI

Wrestler Kripa Shankar Patel
Bishnoi, who shot to fame
after training Bollywood star
Aamir Khan in the
blockbuster movie ‘Dangal’,
has become an international
match referee. The United
World Wrestling (UWW) has
announced the inclusion of
Arjuna awardee Bishnoi in its
international panel of
referees. Born and brought
up at Harsood village in
Khandwa district near Indore,
Bishnoi gave the examination
in German. PTI

Jitu Rai clinched a dramatic
gold in the 50-metre free pis-
tol, beating compatriot and
qualification leader Aman-
preet Singh by 3.2 points, in
the World Cup at the Dr.
Karni Singh Range, Tugh-
lakabad, on Wednesday.

After struggling with a 6.6
and 7.4 in the first 10 shots
that meant a weak founda-
tion for the onslaught of
medals in the 24-shot final,
the 29-year-old Jitu came
alive with telling blows that
floored a good field.

Brisk rise
Jitu rose from the sixth spot
in a brisk fashion, while
Amanpreet stayed glued to
the top spot with a consist-
ently strong string.

However, after he had en-
joyed an 8.6 point lead over
Jitu, Amanpreet came under
pressure in the climax.

When Tomoyuki Matsuda
slipped to fourth after look-
ing good for the silver,

Amanpreet let the lead slip
to 0.3 following a 7.2 and 8.5.

It was here that Jitu de-
livered the knockout punch
with shots of 10.0 and 10.5
while Amanpreet could
muster only 8.8 and 8.2 on
the last two shots.

“I am very happy with this
gold. Good or bad shots, I al-
ways focus on the next shot
and try to do my best,” said
Jitu.

He also recalled the man-
ner in which he had won the

Asian Games gold in Incheon
in 2014.

“At that time I thought I
had no chance for the gold,
But, the leader shot 5, and I
won the gold. It is possible in
50 metres,” said Jitu.

Rashmee, Arti fail
In women’s skeet, the Indian
shooters Rashmee Rathore
(66), Arti Singh (63) and San-
iya Sheikh (60) failed to
make the final.

Three-time Olympic

champion and former World
champion, who has won an
Olympic medal in all her six
appearances in the last six
Olympics, Kimberly Rhode
of the US, won her 14th
World Cup gold, by beating
Sutiya Jewchaloemmit of
Thailand, 56-51.
The results: Men: 50m free pis-
tol: 1. Jitu Rai 230.1 (WR) 559;
2. Amanpreet Singh 226.9
(561); 3. Vahid Golkhandan (Iri)
208.0 (553); 12. Gurpal Singh
549. MQS: Prakash Nanjappa
564; Om Prakash Mitharval
549.
Women: 25m sports pistol: 1.
Naphaswan Yangpaiboon (Tha)
38 (579); 2. Zhang JIngjing
(Chn) 30 (584); 3. Michelle
Skeries (Ger) 27 (583); 12.
Muskan 576; 21. Rahi Sarnobat
571; 24. Surabhi Pathak 570.
MQS: Annu Raj Singh 565.
Skeet: 1. Kimberly Rhode (US)
56 (WR) 73; 2. Sutiya Jewcha-
loemmit (Tha) 51 (73); 3. Chloe
Tipple (Nzl) 42 (71); 17.Rash-
mee Rathore 66; 24. Arti Singh
63; 27. Saniya Sheikh 60. MQS:
Jasmeen Kaur 66; Ganemat
Sekhon 58.

Jitu Rai pips Amanpreet
Kimberly Rhode wins her 14th World Cup gold in the women’s skeet

Memorable day: 50-metre free pistol goldmedallist Jitu Rai
(right) and silver medallist Amanpreet Singh celebrate. PTI

Kamesh Srinivasan

NEW DELHI

Sunil Gavaskar has congrat-
ulated the three-member
committee (Ramchandra
Guha, Diana Edulji and N.
Ram) for choosing left-arm
spinners Padmakar Shiv-
alkar and Rajinder Goel for
the C.K. Nayudu Lifetime
Achivement Award, Shanta
Rangaswamy for the BCCI
Lifetime Achievement
Award, and V.V. Kumar and
the late Ramakant Desai for
the Special Awards.

Shivalkar, Goel and
Shanta will receive a citation
and ₹25 lakh each, while the
families of Kumar and Desai
will receive a citation and
₹15 lakh each. The annual
awards function will be held
at Bengaluru on March 8.

“Congratulations to the
committee that chose this
year’s winners and special
awards. The choice reflects
the sound thinking that
went into the decision mak-
ing. All the winners are spe-
cial cricketers who gave so

much to Indian cricket and
made it so much enjoyable.

“Their skills were abso-
lutely terrific, and watching
them in action was an abso-
lute delight,” said Gavaskar.

One regret
In a statement mailed to The

Hindu, Gavaskar said: “One
of the regrets I have is that,
as the then captain of the In-
dian team, I could not con-
vince my fellow selectors to
pick Goel saab and ‘Paddy’
to play for India.

“They were born in the
same era as the greatest left-

arm bowler I have seen, Mr.
Bishan Singh Bedi. Else they
too would have played
plenty of Tests for India.

“As for Ramakant Desai
and V.V. Kumar , they were
such wonderful bowlers.
More importantly they were
modest to the core and
hardly, if ever, spoke about
their times.

“VV is still with us, and
I’m sure he will be as well-
groomed in the evening as
he always was on and off the
field.

“Shantha is another de-
serving choice. She was a ti-
tan when she played and
her deeds are written in
bold letters in the history of
Indian women’s cricket.

“I only hope that, on the
awards evening, the win-
ners will be presented their
awards not just by the ad-
ministrators, but also by the
many distinguished former
players who will attend for
that will surely make it even
more memorable for the
awardees.”

Worthy choices: Gavaskar
‘The awardees have given so much to Indian cricket’

G. Viswanath

MUMBAI

Sunil Gavaskar. FILE PHOTO

Qualifier Bhuvana Kalva
beat third seed Sowjanya
Bavisetti 6-2, 6-3 in the pre-
quarterfinals of the $15,000
ITF women’s tennis tourna-
ment at the City Centre ten-
nis complex on Wednesday.

The results:

$15,000 ITF women, Gwalior:
Pre-quarterfinals: Fatma Al
Nabhani (Oma) bt Pranjala Yad-
lapalli 7-5, 7-6(5); Sai Samhitha
bt Prerna Bhambri 6-4, 4-6,
6-4; Bhuvana Kalva bt Sow-
janya Bavisetti 6-2, 6-3; Mahak
Jain bt Sri Vaishnavi Peddi
Reddy 6-1, 6-3; Lulu Radovcic
(Sui) bt Rishika Sunkara 6-0,
6-3; Natasha Palha bt Mihika
Yadav 6-3, 6-4; Zeel Desai bt
Ramya Natarajan 3-6, 6-0,
6-0; Riya Bhatia bt Hsin-Yuan
Shih (Tpe) 6-2, 6-3.

Doubles (quarterfinals): Alex-
andra Walters (Aus) & Shivika

Burman bt Yubarani Banerjee &
Arthi Muniyan 6-4, 6-3; Riya
Bhatia & Shweta Rana bt Ma-
hak Jain & Snehal Mane 6-4,
6-1.

$25,000 ITF women, Clare,
Australia: Doubles: Quarterfi-
nals: Beatriz Haddad Maia
(Bra) & Genevieve Lorbergs
(Aus) bt Abbie Myers (Aus) &
Prarthana Thombare 6-2, 5-7,
[10-7].

$15,000 ITF women, Sharm El
Sheikh: Doubles: Pre-
quarterfinals: Luisa Marie
Huber (Ger) & Erika Vogelsang
(Ned) bt Dan Ni Wang (Chn) &
Kanika Vaidya 7-5, 7-5.

$15,000 ITF women, Palman-
ova, Spain: Pre-quarterfinals:
Olga Saez Larra (Esp) bt Kar-
man Kaur Thandi 7-5, 6-3; Sne-
hadevi Reddy bt Ashid Wanja
Brune Olsen (Nor) 6-2, 6-3.

First round: Snehadevi bt Em-
ilie Francati (Den) 7-6(3),
7-6(2).

Sports bureau

GWALIOR

Bhuvana advances

Ajgar Ali (Kolkata) and co-
driver Mohammed Mustafa
(Erode) continued to sit
pretty on top of the table
after the fourth and penul-
timate leg in the JK Tyre Hi-
malayan Drive 5 here on
Wednesday.

The rallyists entered
Nepal through the
Pashupathi border in Dar-
jeeling district and drove
through the steepy hill sec-
tion of the tea growing re-
gion of Hilam district to con-
nect to the main East-West
highway before reaching
Hile.

It thus became the first
TSD event from the country
to enter another nation.

The third leg between

Paro to Darjeeling on Tues-
day was the most demand-
ing but the reigning TSD
champions made things
look pretty easy even as
quite a few of the rallyists
struggled a bit.

But Wednesday’s early
morning drive from Darjeel-
ing to Nepal tested the skills
of the drivers and the navig-
ators for the fourth consec-
utive day.

The dirt track drive
through a forest and over a
river bed, a 20km stretch,
took some toll as they had
been driving for most part
of the day and were drained
out of their energy.

But Ajgar and Mustafa
looked fresh as ever as they
came out clean to finish the
day on top.

Ajgar-Mustafa duo
calls the shots
Rayan Rozario

Hile (Nepal)
NEW DELHI: In the midst of all
the different sporting
leagues proliferating in the
country, the Boxing Federa-
tion of India (BFI) is plan-
ning to add one of its own by
the end of this year.

BFI president Ajay Singh,
announcing the plans for a
franchise-based league here
on Wednesday, said the
league would help young-
sters not only develop their
skills and exposure but also
provide for them financially
and contribute to their pre-
parations for the 2020
Olympics.

Accompanied by Interna-
tional Boxing Association
(AIBA) president Ching-Kuo
Wu after the conclusion of
the 2017 AIBA Commissions

Meeting, Singh added that
the BFI was also looking to
host at least one major inter-
national tournament every
year in the run up to the
Tokyo Games, beginning
with the Women’s Youth
World Championships in
November this year.

He also said that Indian
boxers would be part of the
next season of the World
Series Boxing, the semi-pro-
fessional, franchise-based
competition that is also part
of the qualifying structure
for Olympics.

An Indian team, Mumbai
Fighters, had been part of
the second season of the
WSB way back in 2011-12 but
there has been little in terms
of Indian interest or parti-
cipation in the competition
since then. Both Singh and

Wu confirmed that an Indian
franchise was also possible
and talks were on with po-
tential investors.

Professional fights
Interestingly, the Indian Box-
ing Council (IBC), affiliated
to professional boxing regu-
lating associations including
the World Boxing Organiza-
tion and World Boxing Asso-
ciation, had already kicked
off professional fights in the
country last year and has
been conducting Pro-Boxing
Fight Nights across the
country.

Wu, meanwhile, said the
situation in Indian boxing
had normalised since the
BFI’s formation last year and
that India had the potential
to become a superpower in
the world of boxing.

New boxing league on the anvil
One major international competition every year, says BFI

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI
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