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A day before the last phase of
polling in Uttar Pradesh,
nine persons were injured in
a blast in the general coach
of the Bhopal-Ujjain passen-
ger train near Jabdi in Mad-
hya Pradesh.

Hours after the incident
on Tuesday, at least three
terror suspects each were ar-
rested in Madhya Pradesh
and Uttar Pradesh. Saifullah,
a suspect holed up in a build-
ing in Lucknow, was killed
after an encounter lasting
several hours, while two of
his associates, Azhar Khan
and Ghous Md. Khan, were
hiding there at the time of
going to press.

Security forces suspended
operations for the night,

sources said. A source told
The Hindu, the module was
inspired by the Islamic State
(IS) and the accused were
getting directions from their
handler who is not from In-

dia. The module was under
watch for several months.

IM signature
Describing the train blast as
a terror attack, a senior M.P.

police official said the Impro-
vised Explosive Device (IED)
that was planted on the up-
per berth was a “pressure
pipe bomb,” that was once
used by the now defunct In-
dian Mujahideen (IM).

The official said the bomb
was planted around 8 a.m.
when the train started from
Bhopal. The two people who
planted the bomb were ar-
rested by the M.P. police fol-
lowing a specific tip-off from
central intelligence agencies.
“The bomb was prepared in
Lucknow and it’s a mystery
to us why the accused went
all the way to Bhopal to plant
it. It was a low intensity
bomb and was made from
gunpowder,” said a top intel-
ligence official.

Those arrested are: Dan-

ish Akhtar, Syed Meer Hus-
sain and Atish Muzaffar (all
from M.P.); Mohammed
Faisal Khan, Mohammed Im-
ran and Fakre Alam (all from
U.P.). They are in the age
group of 25-35. Officials said
most of them were well edu-
cated but unemployed.

“The explosion took place
in the general coach around
9.45 a.m. when the train was
running between Jabri and
Kalapipal stations,” the Rail-
way Ministry tweeted. At
11.33 am, the Ministry posted
a video of a passenger nar-
rating the events surround-
ing the blast.

(With inputs from PTI)

Man shot dead in U.P. after train blast
Explosion on Bhopal-Ujjain passenger injures nine on the eve of the last phase of Assembly elections

Terror trail:U.P. Anti Terror Squad personnel during an
operation against a suspected terrorist in Lucknow. PTI

Vijaita Singh

New Delhi

CONTINUED ON � PAGE 10

STATE OF SIGNIFICANCE

� EDITORIAL

OPPORTUNITIES � PAGE 4

As anger swept through the
fishing hamlets in
Rameswaram after the Sri
Lankan Navy allegedly shot
dead a 21-year-old fisher-
man, K. Britjo, Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister Edappadi K.
Palaniswami on Tuesday
wrote to Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi urging him to
summon the Sri Lankan
High Commissioner and
convey the “strong feelings”
of the Central and State gov-
ernments over the incident.

The CM said it was a “cold
blooded, inhuman, horrific
and illegal barbaric killing of
a young Indian fisherman
from Tamil Nadu” and des-
patched Fisheries Minister
D. Jayakumar to meet the
family members of the de-
ceased and hand over a sola-
tium of ₹5 lakh.

Until late in the evening,
Britjo’s family members and
the other fisher folk refused

to accept the body and
launched an agitation ur-
ging the Centre to find a last-
ing solution.

(With inputs from
Dennis S Jesudasan)

Rameswaram fumes
at isherman’s killing

Amid stir, CM shoots of letter to PM

D.J. Walter Scott

Rameswaram

At a loss: Fishermen and the family of K. Britjo stage a
protest at Thangachimadam on Tuesday. L. BALACHANDAR

India on Tuesday sent its
High Commissioner to meet
Sri Lankan Prime Minister
Ranil Wickremesinghe in
Colombo after a Tamil Nadu
fisherman was allegedly
killed by the Sri Lankan
Navy on Monday. “The
Government of India is
deeply concerned at the
killing. The Sri Lankan Navy
has promised a full probe,”
sources said. � PAGE 10

Delhi ‘deeply
concerned’

CONTINUED ON � PAGE 10
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OUR NAVY NOT INVOLVED,

SAYS SRI LANKA � PAGE 10
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The Comptroller and Aud-
itor General of India will
soon begin an audit of vari-
ous aspects of demonetisa-
tion announced by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
November 8 last year.

By this measure, the
Centre had withdrawn
₹1,000 and ₹500 notes from
circulation.

“Demonetisation per se is
a banking and money supply
issue and as such, outside

the CAG’s audit jurisdiction.
But the CAG is well within its
rights to seek audit of the

fiscal impact of demonetisa-
tion, largely its impact on tax
revenues. That way the issue
gets linked with the public
exchequer,” CAG Shashi Kant
Sharma told The Hindu.

He pointed out that there
are other linkages of demon-
etisation with the public ex-
chequer that will also be
covered by the audit.

This would be “expendit-
ure on printing of notes, RBI
dividend to the Consolidated
Fund,” the CAG said.

The huge amount of data

and consequences thereof.
Many of these issues will be
covered in our audits which
we propose to take up in the
coming days,” Mr. Sharma
said.

The CAG said he had con-
veyed to the government his
stand on the recent move of
the GST Council to delete
section 65 of the preliminary
draft that authorised CAG to
audit GST (Goods and Ser-
vices Tax).

generated by banks and the
Income-Tax Department in
the wake of demonetisation
would also be covered, he
added.

“This banking transaction
data and the follow-up by the
Revenue Department can
also be subjected to CAG
audit. Audit can look into
various risks, such as errors
and omissions in identifying
the potential tax evaders,
failures to pursue the identi-
fied suspects, selective and
arbitrary pursuance of leads

CAG to undertake audit of demonetisation fallout

Josy Joseph

New Delhi

INTERVIEW � PAGE 9

Shashi Kant Sharma

Cost of printing notes and errors in identifying tax evaders could be covered, says Shashi Kant Sharma

A sessions court in Gadchir-
oli district of Maharashtra on
Tuesday convicted Delhi
University professor G. N.
Saibaba for his Maoist links
and sentenced him to life
imprisonment.

Four others, including
former Jawaharlal Nehru
University student Hem
Mishra and former journalist
Prashant Rahi, were con-
victed along with the DU
professor and sentenced to
“imprisonment for life” by
sessions judge Suryakant S.
Shinde.

Prof. Saibaba, Mr. Mishra,
Mr. Rahi and two residents
of Gadchiroli -- Mahesh Tirki,
Pandu Narote -- were con-

victed under Sections 13, 18,
20, 38 and 39 of the Unlaw-
ful Activities (Prevention)
Act and Section 120 B of the
Indian Penal Code for con-
nections with the banned
Revolutionary Democratic
Front (RDF), an organisation
linked with the banned Com-
munist Party of India
(Maoist).

The sixth accused, Vijay
Tirki, was sentenced to rigor-
ous imprisonment for ten
years.

The Maharashtra police
had arrested the 90% physic-
ally disabled and wheelchair
user DU professor in May
2014 for being a member of
the RDF and carrying out its
activities under the name of
“Prakash”.

Mr. Mishra and Mr. Rahi
were arrested from Gadchir-
oli and Gondia district of Ma-
harashtra in 2013.

The police had claimed to
have arrested Mr. Mishra
when he was on his way to
Abujhmad to meet senior
Maoist leader Narmada.

The court agreed with the
prosecution charges on Prof.
Saibaba and held that the

police could prove their
charges with the help of
“hard-discs and informa-
tion” recovered from his
computer and other places.
Calling the verdict shocking,
defence counsel Surendra
Gadling said his clients
would appeal in the High
Court.

‘Unique verdict’
However, prosecution law-
yer Prashant Sathianathan
called it a “unique verdict”.
“It’s a very special verdict es-
pecially to take care of white
collared people who are in-
volved in such (Maoist) activ-
ities. The accused in this
case were high-profile
people and this verdict is a
message to their organisa-
tions.”

DU professor Saibaba sentenced for life
Four others, including former JNU student, also convicted for Maoists links

Pavan Dahat

NAGPUR

Professor G.N. Saibaba

Abortion racket
mastermind held
PUNE

The Sangli police late on
Monday night arrested Dr.
Babasaheb Khidrapure, the
quack homeopath who ran an
illicit abortion racket in the
district’s Mhaisal village,
after the discovery of as
many as 19 aborted female
foetuses dumped in a village
sewer.

NATION � PAGE 6
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Sit-in exam: Class X students of the Haryana Board sit on the loor and write their examination at a centre in Gurugram on
Tuesday. PTI

CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC

Testing time

Rahul slamsModi’s
silence on hate crimes

Congress vice-president
Rahul Gandhi on Tuesday
attacked PrimeMinister
Narendra Modi on two fronts,
asking whyMr. Modi had not
spoken out against the recent
killings of Indians in the
United States and on
unfulilled promises made in
2014.
NATION � PAGE 7
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Jaitley quizzed for
second day

A jam-packed courtroom and
19 questions revolving
around several tweets on
alleged inancial
mismanagement in the DDCA
marked Day 2 of the cross-
examination of senior BJP
leader Arun Jaitley in his ₹10
crore defamation suit against
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal.

NEWS � PAGE 10
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Yet another video of a sol-
dier has come out on social
media complaining against
the way some officers in
the Army were misusing
the sahayak system.

The soldier alleged that
he was punished for refus-
ing to do the duties as an
orderly.

The Army said Sepoy
Sindhav Jogidas Lakhubahi
has never been employed
as ‘buddy’ of any officer
and rejected the allega-
tions of “ill-treatment” of
jawans by superiors as
“false and baseless.”

Yet another
sahayak
posts video
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

DETAILS ON � PAGE 11

operations in south Kashmir
in the past 24 hours. Mean-
while, the LeT heaped
praise on the people. A
search-and-cordon team of
the Army and the police

Growing public interference
in anti-militancy operations
forced the security force to
call off two anti-militancy

came under heavy stone
pelting in Kulgam’s Moha-
madpora village on Tuesday,
thus delaying the operation.

Peerzada Ashiq

Srinagar

Anti-militancy operations called of

DETAILS � PAGE 10

NEARBY

India’s stirring 75-run vic-
tory over Australia in the
second Test here on Tues-
day also witnessed an un-
savoury drama over a dis-
missal. Pursuing 188 for a
win, Australia was in
trouble when its captain
Steve Smith was adjudged
leg before wicket to Umesh
Yadav.

In a bizarre turn of
events, Smith, after con-
sulting non-striker Peter
Handscomb, gesticulated
to the Australian dressing
room, seeking his team-
mates’ opinion on whether
a review could be sought,
much against the rules of
the game. Eventually, he
did not press for the re-
view. At a post-match
press-conference, Smith
said he suffered a “brain-
fade.” His excuse did not
find favour with Indian
skipper Virat Kohli, who
suggested that there were
more such instances.

Smith’s
‘brain-fade’
irks Kohli
K.C. Vijaya Kumar

Bengaluru

A GLORIOUS FIGHTBACK � PAGE 15



DELHI Timings

Wednesday, March 08

RISE 06:39 SET 18:25

RISE 14:23 SET 03:20

Thursday, March 09

RISE 06:38 SET 18:26

RISE 15:24 SET 04:11

Friday, March 10

RISE 06:36 SET 18:26

RISE 16:23 SET 04:58
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DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to
verify and make appropriate enquiries to
satisfy themselves about the veracity of
an advertisement before responding to
any published in this newspaper. Kasturi
& Sons Limited, the Publisher & Owner of
this newspaper, does not vouch for the
authenticity of any advertisement or ad-
vertiser or for any of the advertiser’s
products and/or services. In no event can
the Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Dir-
ector/s, Employees of this newspaper/
company be held responsible/liable in
any manner whatsoever for any claims
and/or damages for advertisements in
this newspaper.

Months after the Uttar Pra-
desh police had declared
that they destroyed crucial
documents relating to the
Hashimpura massacre case
while the trial was still going
on, the police are yet to dis-
close on whose orders and
by whom were the case pa-
pers “weeded out.”

Police admit lapse
In an affidavit filed in Febru-
ary last year before the Delhi
High Court where the
Hashimpura massacre case
in going on, the State police
accepted that they had des-
troyed documents “after ex-
piry of their prescribed
period.”

The papers could have
helped prove the involve-
ment of the Provincial
Armed Constabulary (PAC)

personnel in the Hashim-
pura massacre of 1987.

Following the affidavit,
the bench headed by Justice
Geeta Mittal had asked the
police to disclose the details
of the “weeding out” process
of the crucial case papers.

But in its affidavit filed this
week the police are yet to
disclose on whose orders
and by whom were the cru-
cial evidence destroyed.

Ninteen PAC members al-
legedly abducted 42 Muslims
from the Hashimpura mo-
halla of Meerut on May 22,
1987 in a truck and took
them to a nearby canal in
Muradnagar of Ghaziabad,
where they were gunned
down and their bodies
dumped in the canal.

In March 21, 2015, the Tis
Hazari court acquitted all the
accused in the Hashimpura
massacre case due to “insuf-

ployment of police troops
within respective police sta-
tion was weeded out on April
20, 1993 as per procedure, as
the same was not required
for any investigation or in-
quiry,” the affidavit said.

According to Vrinda
Grover, who is representing
the National Human Rights
Commission, due to the con-
tinuous attempts of the State
to “protect” those who des-
troyed evidence of the mas-
sacre case, “the honourable
court has accepted our sub-
mission that police be direc-
ted to file a consolidated affi-
davit making it clear on
whose orders and by whom
were the crucial case papers
destroyed.”

Ms Grover said the man-
ner in which the UP govern-
ment filed the affidavits
seemed “an exercise in
obfuscation.”

ficient evidence.” The UP
government challenged the
acquittal in the Delhi High
Court, which is being heard
by the Justice Mittal bench.

Contradictory affidavit
The UP police also contra-
dicted its last affidavit and
gave a different date and
year in which the papers
were “weeded out.”

In February last year the
UP police had said “...all the
details of the case were
weeded out on April 1, 2006.
Hence, it is impossible to
make them available.”

But in its latest affidavit
they declared that the docu-
ments were weeded out on
April 20, 1993.

“That the general diary for
the period from January 1,
1987 to December 31, 1987 of
the local police contending
the information about de-

Hashimpura evidencemystery deepens
In latest aidavit, UP police yet to come up with explanation on who ordered destruction of Meerut massacre papers

Mohammad Ali

Meerut

The National Green Tribunal
on Tuesday issued bailable
warrant against Kanpur mu-
nicipal commissioner for
non-appearance in a matter
related to the cleaning of
river Ganga.

A Bench headed by NGT
Chairperson Justice
Swatanter Kumar asked the
official to appear before it on
Wednesday, noting that des-
pite directions he had not
appeared before the

tribunal.

Fine slapped
The Bench, which is hearing
the Ganga cleaning case on
day-to-day basis for expedi-
tious disposal, had earlier
slapped a fine of Rs 25,000
each on officers of the Min-
istry of Water Resources and
UP Jal Nigam for filing incor-
rect information on 30
drains joining the river
Ganga in Garhmukteshwar
area of Uttar Pradesh.

Earlier, the tribunal was

told by an experts’ panel
that the functional sewage
treatment plants in the Gar-
hmukteshwar area of Uttar
Pradesh do not operate as
the domestic sewage net-
work is not connected to the
main sewerage system.

A three-member commit-
tee set up by the NGT had
said that the Garhmuktesh-
war stretch of the Ganga
should receive special atten-
tion as it was the habitat of
the critically-endangered
Gangetic Dolphin, an indic-

ator species for the river’s
ecosystem.

CBI probe
In February, the Bench had
ordered a CBI probe into the
execution of the Ganga
cleaning project after it
noted that Rs 31.82 crore was
spent on two sewage treat-
ment plants (STPs) and a 58-
km long sewerage line pro-
ject without due analysis and
verification of the actual pol-
lution load in the Garh drain
and Brijghat drain.

NGTwarrant against Kanpur civic body head
Non-appearance before the tribunal in a matter related to cleaning of Ganga
Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI

Civil rights groups in Ra-
jasthan have welcomed the
High Court’s intervention in
the suspension of a teacher
of Jai Narain Vyas University
in Jodhpur in connection
with a complaint lodged
against Prof. Nivedita Menon
of Jawaharlal Nehru Univer-
sity, who was accused of
making some “anti-national”
remarks during a conference
last month.

‘Panel order not obeyed’
Justice Dinesh Mehta at the
High Court’s principal seat in
Jodhpur on Monday stayed
the JNV University’s order of
February 16 placing Rajshree
Ranawat of the English De-

partment under suspension
on charges of not obeying or-
ders of a fact-finding com-
mittee by failing to appear
before it. Dr. Ranawat had
asked the committee to
provide her security for de-
posing in view of the threats
issued by a group of
students.

The single-judge Bench
stayed the university syndic-
ate’s decision and issued no-
tices to the Vice-Chancellor
and the Registrar, seeking
their response by the next
date of hearing on April 17.
“Until further orders, [the]
effect and operation of the
order dated February 16,
2017, placing the petitioner
under suspension will re-
main stayed,” said the court

order. During the hearing,
the court expressed surprise
that the university had sus-
pended a teacher simply be-
cause of her invitation to a
particular person to address
a conference.

The university had set up
a three-member panel to
conduct an internal inquiry
into the episode. Some stu-
dents and Akhil Bharatiya
Vidyarthi Parishad activists
had forced the university to
shut down for a day while
protesting against Prof.
Menon's lecture.

The People’s Union for
Civil Liberties said it was “ex-
tremely pleased” with the
High Court’s intervention in
the matter. PUCL State pres-
ident Kavita Srivastava and

general secretary Anant
Bhatnagar pledged their sup-
port to Dr. Ranawat in her
struggle for justice and said
they would intensify the
struggle for academic free-
dom in all universities and
educational institutions.

‘Anti-national remarks’
The JNV University Registrar
and some others had lodged
police complaints against
Prof. Menon and Dr.
Ranawat, alleging that Prof.
Menon had made anti-na-
tional remarks on Kashmir
and the Indian Army at a
conference on “History Re-
construed through Literat-
ure: Nation, Identity, Cul-
ture” organised by Dr.
Ranawat.

Univ suspended her merely for inviting a professor to address conference

Special Correspondent

JAIPUR

HC stay on teacher’s suspension welcomed

Bonding time: A group of women at the Rani Kamlapati Fort on the eve of International
Women’s Day in Bhopal on Tuesday. A. M. FARUQUI
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Women’s day out

The issue of a Dalit groom
being barred from riding a
horse during his wedding
procession rocked the
Haryana Assembly which
saw heated exchanges on
Tuesday with Chief Minis-
ter Manohar Lal Khattar
saying a minister has been
rushed to the village to
ease tensions.

Raising the issue during
Zero Hour, Congress leader
and former Speaker
Kuldeep Sharma said mem-
bers of the Dalit com-
munity from Sagga village
have been forced to leave
their homes and were now
sitting on protest in Karnal.

Heated exchanges en-
sued as Health Minister
Anil Vij attacked the Con-
gress, saying it has no
moral standing to raise the
issue.

Dalit issue
rocks
Assembly
PRess trust of india

CHANDIGARH

Six persons were arrested
on Tuesday in connection
with a kidnapping and
ransom case of a stock
broker here.

A car, pistol and about
Rs 8.18 lakh were seized
from their possession.The
accused had kidnapped Vi-
jay Solanki on February 28.

Six held for
kidnapping
Press Trust of India

Bikaner
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Rabi Ray cremated with
full State honours
BHUBANESWAR

Former Lok Sabha Speaker
and eminent socialist leader
Rabi Ray was cremated with
full State honours at
Bhanragarh village in Khurda
district of Odisha on Tuesday.
Odisha CM Naveen Patnaik,
Bihar CM Nitish Kumar, JD(U)
leader Sharad Yadav and
other leaders were present
when the mortal remains of
Mr. Ray were consigned to
flames.

IN BRIEF

Arms dealer held; one
pistol, cartridges seized
DIMAPUR

A suspected arms dealer was
caught in Dimapur with one
pistol and ammunition by
Assam Rifles (AR) personnel,
an AR official said on Tuesday.
One 7.65 mm pistol, two
magazines and 28 live
cartridges were recovered
from his possession, an Assam
Rifles spokesman said. PTI

Four killed, five injured
in accident
AIZAWL

Four persons were killed and
five others injured after the
vehicles they were travelling
in fell into a gorge near
Theiva hamlet in Siaha
district, the police said on
Tuesday. Two vehicles fell
into a gorge yesterday. Two
persons died on the spot
while the other two died on
their way to hospital, they
said. PTI

“I have sustained a loss of
₹2.80 lakh this year and have
to repay a bank loan of ₹8
lakh. The drop in potato
prices has reduced me to a
beggar,” says Uttam Das, a
potato farmer from Bard-
haman district, who has cul-
tivated the crop in 11 acres
this year.

Mr. Das is one of the many
potato farmers in the State
who has been badly hit by
the sharp decrease in potato
prices.

Compared with last year
when potatoes sold at ₹550
per 50 kg, the price this year
has gone down to ₹200 per
50 kg.

According to potato mer-
chants, this year’s “bumper
crop” along with the heavy
losses sustained by them last
year due to demonetisation
are the key reasons for the

drop in prices.
“While last year the total

potato yield in Bengal was 95
lakh tonnes, this year it has
shot up to 1.50 crore
tonnes,” said potato mer-
chant Biswanath De.

He pointed out that last
year both the potato mer-
chants and the cold storage
owners sustained heavy
losses due to demonetisation
as most of the transaction in
the business is done in cash.

“We (potato merchants)

are simply out of cash and
last year’s losses have made
us apprehensive and forced
us into buying potatoes on
large scale,” said Mr. De.

‘Almost no buyers’
In Bengal, the main potato
producing districts are
Hooghly, Bardhaman,
Paschim Medinipur, Bankura
and Birbhum. Usually pota-
toes are harvested from
December to February and
then put in cold storage.
Merchants start to purchase
the crop from March 1 when
it is taken out of cold storage.
“But this year the crop is ly-
ing in cold storages and we
have almost no buyers,” said
Uttam Das, a potato farmer.
Moreover, nearly 20 lakh
tonnes of potatoes will prob-
ably rot in the fields as the
nearly 450 cold storages in
the State are unable to store
this year’s harvest.

‘Price to increase soon’
Even as he admitted that that
there was a problem due to
the limited number of cold
storages, State Agriculture
Minister Purnendu Basu
avoided a direct reply on
whether potato farmers have
sustained losses. Pointing to
this year’s high yield, the
Minister said the 450 cold
storages in Bengal do not
have the capacity to accom-
modate such a large harvest
and urged cold storage own-
ers to set up more facilities
in the rural agricultural mar-
kets set up the State govern-
ment.

“In agriculture profits
cannot be the same every
year,” he told The Hindu. On
Monday, Mr. Basu claimed in
the State Assembly that “cur-
rently farmers are getting
₹4.50 per kg of potato and
the price will increase soon.”

Potato farmers in Bengal hit
badly as prices drop sharply
‘Bumper crop’ this year, heavy losses due to demonetisation behind dip in prices

Purnendu Basu

Staff Reporter

Kolkata

Following refusal of the
State Governor and the
Chancellor to accept his
resignation, Ravenshaw
University Vice-Chancellor
P. C. Sarangi on Tuesday
resumed office, asserting
that indiscipline by stu-
dents on the campus
would be dealt with a
heavy hand. He added that
the university henceforth
would not yield to any
political interference while
carrying out its activities.

‘Assured cooperation’
“The Chancellor has as-
sured me that all adminis-
trative cooperation would
be extended while dealing
with any form of indiscip-
line by any group of stu-
dents inside the campus. If
the need arises, he has as-
sured me that he [Chancel-
lor] would speak to the
State government about it,”
Prof. Sarangi, who had
shot off his resignation let-
ter to the Governor on
Monday, said on Tuesday
after resuming office.

‘Creating disturbances’
Prof. Sarangi had alleged
that students owning allegi-
ance to local political lead-
ers were creating disturb-
ances and spoiling the
academic ambience on the
campus. “Empowered with
political connections, the
guilty and erring students
are even demanding to be
judge, jury and execu-
tioner,” Prof. Sarangi said,
emphasising that no polit-
ical interference would be
allowed in the university.

Minister denies
Meanwhile, the State
Higher Education Minister
Pradeep Panigrahi on
Tuesday denied that the
State government had ever
tried to meddle with the af-
fairs of any university in
the State.

“The Vice-Chancellor’s
statements are of his own
and the government
doesn’t buy them,” Mr.
Panigrahi said pointing fin-
gers at Prof. Sarangi for not
being able to handle the
students’ unrest on the
campus.

On the other hand, the
two main Opposition
parties in the city -- the
Congress and the BJP --
have decided to gherao the
university on Wednesday
to protest against what
they called “interference of
the two local BJD MLAs” in
the affairs of the university.

Ravenshaw
University
V-C resumes
charge
Correspondent

CUTTACK

Well-known musician, re-
searcher and singer
Kalikaprasad Bhattacharya
was killed in a road accident
in Bardhaman district on
Tuesday. The condition of
four of his friends is repor-

ted to be serious.
Kalikaprasad was rescued

from the mangled vehicle
along with the other occu-
pants and rushed to a
nearby hospital where the
Silchar-born singer was de-
clared dead, police said.

The driver reportedly lost
control of the car and hit a

guardrail, landing the
vehicle in a water-less ditch.

Kalikaprasad was
cremated at a south Kolkata
crematorium. Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee said it was
a “personal loss” for her.
The artiste, in his mid-40s,
was a well-known voice in
eastern India.

He was a well-known voice in eastern India

Special Correspondent

Kolkata

Folk singer Kalikaprasad dies

The National Investigation Agency has re-
covered counterfeit notes with the face
value of ₹3.90 lakh from two persons here,
police said. The fake notes, in the denomin-
ation of ₹2,000, were seized from the duo
during a search in Kanir More locality of the
town yesterday. Both the persons, hailing
from Baisnabnagar area in Malda district,
were suspected to have links with a fake
note racket in Bangladesh, the police said.

Fake notes seized
Press Trust of India

Malda (WB)
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A
s a profession, Corpor-
ate Communications is
rapidly gaining ground.

Businesses are realising that
company reputation is as im-
portant as having a great
product or service out in the
market. Reputation is intan-
gible but it is a powerful asset
that attracts great talent,
builds consumer loyalty, al-
lows businesses to influence
stakeholder opinion and
helps determine the
premium customers are will-
ing to pay. These are great dif-
ferentiators and businesses
are starting to recognise their
importance. As a con-
sequence, there never has
been a better time than now
to think of a career in corpor-
ate communications.

Global studies are also re-
flecting this: the 2015 World
PR Report (which can be ac-
cessed at holmesreport.com)
said that the industry had
shown 7% growth in 2014.
This is quite phenomenal in
an economy that has other-
wise remained obstinately
sluggish. It further
strengthens the fact that a ca-
reer in corporate communic-
ations would be a wise
decision.

The profession is also be-
coming rather cool: some of
the most advanced tools in
the business are being
thrown up by technology in
the form of social media and
community management, di-

gital and multimedia chan-
nels, data-based insights that
sharpen messaging and im-
prove outcomes. So, if you’d
love to write, communicate
and rub shoulders with me-
dia, understand the underly-
ing psychology that drives
and motivates people, have a
handle on business, possess
analytical skills and relish or-
ganising events, you are
already be on course for a ca-
reer in corporate
communications.

What are the most import-
ant skills you need to break
into the world of corporate
communications?

The Global Communica-
tion Report 2016 (which can
be accessed at holmesre-
port.com) provides us an in-
sight. The report says, “Writ-
ing — which might be
considered a ‘price of admis-
sion’ ability for a communica-
tions department — was
ranked as more critical than
strategic planning (84%), so-
cial media expertise (76%),
and multimedia content de-
velopment (76%) and a long
way ahead of things such as
business literacy (62%), ana-
lytics (62%), research (48%),
search engine optimisation
(41%), and behavioural sci-

ence (32%).”What this indic-
ates are the arrows required
in the quiver of a good cor-
porate communications pro-
fessional. Aside from being a
‘natural’ at communication,
two other things will make it
easier to break into the world
of corporate communica-
tions: a formal education in
the profession (along with in-
ternship) and a great CV. Let’s
look at the two in detail be-
fore trying to sum up the
qualities you need to be a suc-
cessful corporate communic-
ations professional.

Education and Internships:
Given the competition and

the opportunities in the field,
you may want to consider go-
ing beyond a bachelor’s de-
gree by earning a master’s in
corporate communications or
public relations.

India has several institutes
like the Xavier’s Institute of
Communication (XIC) in
Mumbai, the Indian Institute
of Mass Communication
(IIMC) in Delhi, and the
Mudra Institute of Commu-
nications, Ahmedabad
(MICA). If your course in-
cludes subjects such as cor-
porate law, corporate social
responsibility, ethics, media,
public speaking and business
analytics, you’ll have your
nose ahead of the rest.

Try and do an internship
with a large business before
seeking a full-time job, focus-
ing on specific projects that
have measurable outcomes. A
critical aspect of such an in-
ternship is the networking
opportunity it provides. Re-
member to attend industry
events, trade fairs related to
your business, informal meet-
ups of PR and marketing pro-
fessionals, join the right for-
ums on LinkedIn, be present
and be heard at public events
and seminars where law and
business ethics are discussed
— doing this will ensure you
create a network of trusted
contacts… and, as you will
discover, seasoned corporate
communications profession-
als depend a lot on the
power, wisdom, goodwill and

trust of their networks.
Curriculum vitae (CV): A

well-written CV plays an im-
portant role in any job inter-
view. However, for a corpor-
ate communications
professional, it is a specific-
ally important tool that allows
you to get a foot into the cor-
porate door. Your CV should
clearly and succinctly express
your goals, show that you are
customer- and client-focused,
understand business, have
numbers skills, demonstrate
that you think outside the
box, are a quick learner, a
team player, that you are not
shy and have a realistic per-
sonality. Note that 90% of
these traits are not created by
a college education. Your CV
needs to clearly show your
strengths in each of the areas
listed here. If you can provide
proof for each of these traits,
you could be on your way to
an exciting and fulfilling ca-
reer in corporate communic-
ations. There are other qualit-
ies that will serve you well in
your quest to break into the
world of corporate
communication:

Be super-patient
A lot of what goes on in the
field of corporate communic-
ations is “feeling” and “gut in-
stinct”. This takes time to not
only develop, but also for oth-
ers to recognise that you have
the right attitude and an ap-
petite for corporate commu-
nications. So stay in touch

with the people you dream of
working with, always ensur-
ing they see a little more of
your personality than what is
visible in your CV. In other
words, prioritise your own
PR.

Trust yourself
If you love something, it will
ultimately show.

Traditionally, corporate
communications has been
subjective — although that is
changing now, with technolo-
gical interventions — and
your confidence in your cap-
abilities and love for commu-
nication should shine
through. Others will notice
this.

Welcome technology
The world of advertising,
marketing, PR and commu-
nication are going through
dramatic change. We live in a
world of technology-medi-
ated communication: mobile
applications, real-time sys-
tems, instant messaging,
blogging, virtual reality
devices, video conferencing,
immersive experiences, QR
codes, social media, hash
tags, online surveys, and so
on. Stay on top of these tech-
nologies because they will be-
come the tools for success.
The more you know how to
use them, the easier it will be
to build a career in corporate
communications.

Develop a point of view

People crave insights. So de-
velop insights and a point of
view on topics that are im-
portant. People remember
you when you have a good,
independent and well-
thought out point of view.
This means reading as much
as you can about business,
culture, food, art, politics,
sport, adventure and techno-
logy. Stay well-informed by
regularly listening to global
authorities (use YouTube and
TED videos wisely) on topics
such as energy, health care,
regulatory developments and
ethics. Corporate communic-
ation is not limited to preach-
ing and proselytising a com-
pany vision. Smart
communication is about con-
textualising it – and the only
way to do this is to stay well-
informed and create a point
of view.

Remember faces
Do not underrate the value of
remembering faces (and
names).

Everything else mentioned
above will form the bedrock
for a strong, long-lasting and
enjoyable career in corporate
communication. But remem-
bering faces and names will
give you that extra edge in the
real work of corporate
communications.

(Varghese M. Thomas is

vice-president — corporate

communications at TVS

Motor Company Limited)

The call of corporate communications
With businesses getting more competitive and technology growing at the rate of knots, this profession is getting increasingly challenging, creative and rewarding

Varghese M. Thomas

ILLUSTRATION: K.B.JAWAHARR
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Kalabhavan Mani’s family
goes on indefinite fast
THRISSUR

Brother and family members
of the late actor Kalabhavan
Mani are on an indefinite
hunger strike demanding a
CBI investigation into his
death. The relatives of the
actor, who have been on a
hunger strike for three days,
decided to continue their
agitation till the authorities
take a favourable decision.

IN BRIEF

Kerala court restrains
nine child marriages
MALAPPURAM

The Judicial First Class
Magistrate Court at Manjeri
has restrained nine parents
from Karuvarakundu grama
panchayat from marrying off
their daughters before they
turned 18. Judge Haripriya P.
Nambiar’s interim injunction
came in an appeal filed by
Child Marriage Prevention
Officer K. Savitri Devi.

Flight makes emergency
landing in Vijayawada
VIJAYAWADA

A Truejet flight bound for
Chennai with 38 passengers
on board made an emergency
landing soon after it took off
from the Vijayawada Airport
in Gannavaram, following a
suspected technical snag, on
Tuesday. The Trujet flight
2T200 took off at 7.55 a.m.
Minutes into the flight, the
pilot made a request for
priority landing.

2 Bhadrachalam temple
priests suspended
BHADRADRI

The Endowments Department
authorities on Tuesday
suspended three temple staff,
including two priests, over an
incident in which a newly
married couple entered the
sanctum sanctorum of Sri
Sitaramachandra Swamy
temple in Bhadrachalam,
Telangana, late on Monday.
The incident allegedly
“breached” the temple
tradition.

Three workers, including a
supervisor, attached to a Hy-
derabad-based company,
chosen on contract by the
Bangalore Water Supply and
Sewerage Board (BWSSB),
died allegedly due to as-
phyxiation after they
entered a manhole for re-
pairs in Kaggadasapura Main
Road near C.V. Raman Nagar
around 12.30 a.m. on Tues-
day.

BWSSB officials said the
contractor carried out the
repair work without inform-
ing them.

‘Not aware’
“We are shocked; there was
no need for them to carry it
out at night. We will file a
case against the contractor

and suitable compensation
will be given to the victims’
families” said a senior
BWSSB official.

The sanitation workers’
union staged a protest de-
manding action against con-

tractors and BWSSB officials.
K.J. George, Minister for

Bengaluru Development and
Town Planning, Mayor G.
Padmavathi and Minister for
Social Welfare H. Anjaneya
visited the mortuary. A sola-

tium of ₹10 lakh was an-
nounced for the families of
the victims.

‘Families informed’
The Byappanahalli police
were informed about the in-
cident by a passer-by. The
Karnataka Fire and Emer-
gency Services personnel re-
trieved the bodies from the
manhole about an hour later
and they were taken to
Bowring and Lady Curzon
Hospital for post-mortem.
“Their families have been in-
formed,” said a police
officer.

A case has been registered
under Section 304 of the IPC
(punishment for culpable
homicide). “The FIR was re-
gistered against BWSSB and
the contractor,” said a police
officer.

3 workers die while repairing
manhole in Bengaluru
Passer-by informs police of incident; sewerage board oicial says he is shocked

Demanding action: Sanitation workers protesting against
oicials and contractors on Tuesday. VIVEK NARAYANAN

Special Correspondent

Bengaluru

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday expressed concern
over the threat of “muscle-
men” taking over charge of
religious assets and prop-
erty.

“Everywhere with temple
and church properties there
is a problem ... there is a
problem of musclemen tak-
ing over temple and church
property,” Justice Arun
Mishra remarked orally.

Oral observation
The judge made the oral ob-
servation while heading a
Bench, also comprising
Justice Amitava Roy.

He made the observation
while hearing a dispute
between two factions of a
church in Kerala.

Justice Mishra said the as-
pect of socialism was miss-

ing from religion. “The re-
spect for the poor in
religion is lost with the
properties going into the
hands of musclemen,”
Justice Mishra remarked
orally.

Justice Mishra reminisced
how Christianity gained re-
spect by giving respect to
the poor and the needy.

‘Money may be problem’
“It is a religion based on the
concept of giving respect to
the poor,” the judge said. He
said money flowing in from
“everywhere” and invested
in religion might be “the
problem or the only
problem.”

At one point, the court
asked the warring factions
to reach a settlement as the
decision was “purely with
the church and not the
court.”

‘Musclemen taking over religious assets’

Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Socialismmissing
from religion: SC

The two sisters who were
found dead in their hut at
Attappallam, near Walayar,
in a span of two months be-
ginning January were vic-
tims of sexual abuse, the po-
lice have confirmed.

Inspector General M.R.
Anil Kumar, who visited the
hut on Tuesday along with a
special investigation team,
said post-mortem examina-
tion and scientific analysis
of the bodies confirmed
sexual abuse.

Three in custody
Meanwhile, three persons,
including a relative of the
girls, are in custody in con-
nection with the case.

The police took them into
custody after the mother of
the victims said her close re-
lative had tried to sexually
abuse her elder daughter
more than three times re-
cently. However, the police
are yet to confirm whether
the deaths were the result of
murder or suicide.

On March 4, the woman,
who returned from work at
a construction site, found
her nine-year-old daughter
hanging from the ceiling of
the single room hut. Her
elder daughter was also
found dead in a similar man-
ner at the same spot.

The Inspector General
said lapses, if any, on the
part of police, would be in-
vestigated.

‘Girls found dead were
victims of sexual abuse’

Kerala police probing cause of death

Special Correspondent

Palakkad

The opposition YSR Con-
gress staged a walkout from
the Andhra Pradesh As-
sembly on Tuesday, over ex-
emption of power charges
for the Scheduled Caste and
Schedule Tribe families,
within an hour of its
convening.

A day after Governor
E.S.L. Narasimhan ad-
dressed the joint session,
the House began its business
on Tuesday. The Opposition
party took objection to the
statistics furnished by the
Treasury benches with re-
gard to exemption of power
charges to the SC and ST
families.

Opposition leader Y.S.
Jaganmohan Reddy insisted
that the government should

spell out how many families
were benefited by the
scheme. Labour Minister K.
Atchannaidu, however, as-
serted that it was not pos-
sible to quantify it.

“The government is
passing on the benefit to all
SC and ST families who con-

sume less than 50 units,” he
said.

It led to a war of words
between the ruling and the
Opposition parties during
Question Hour. Mr. Reddy al-
leged that very few families
benefited from the pro-
gramme.

War of words over exemption of power charges for SCs, STs

Staff Reporter

VIJAYAWADA

On the ofensive: YSRCMLAs after walking out of the A.P.
Assembly at Velagapudi on Tuesday. V. RAJU

Oppn. walkout in A.P. Assembly

Taking a detour from the
much-trodden path of
sticking to popular names
and familiar faces, the jury
for the 47th Kerala State
Film Awards chose Man-
hole, directed by Vidhu
Vincent, as the best film
and T.K. Vinayakan as the
best actor.

Vidhu Vincent was also
chosen the best director,
becoming the first woman
to win the award in its 47-
year-old history.

Significant choice
The significance of the
award, coming on the eve
of International Women’s
Day, was not lost on
anyone.

Another remarkable
choice made by the jury
was that of Manikandan
Achary as the best charac-
ter actor, for his role of
Balan in Kammatipadam.

Vidhu is
Kerala’s best
ilm director
Staff Reporter

Thiruvananthapuram

The Indian Institute of Sci-
ence (IISc.) has been ranked
in the top 10 of Times
Higher Education’s (THE)
Best Small Universities-2017
global rankings that looks
only at universities with
fewer than 5,000 students.

At rank 8, IISc. is the only
Indian university in the list
of 20, and is also the
second-highest ranked
Asian University.

The list is topped by Cali-
fornia Institute of Techno-
logy (Caltech). In the world
university ranking, how-
ever, it sits in the range of
201-250 when compared
with larger universities also.

“While it is good, we
want to be in the top five of
the global university rank-
ings also. IISc. is a small uni-
versity in terms of students,
and perhaps other universit-
ies have an edge when it
comes to the large under-
graduate programmes they
run,” said Anurag Kumar,
Director, IISc.

Around 3,400 students
study in IISc., which has a
full-fledged postgraduate
and Ph.D. programme.

Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah tweeted: “Hearty
congratulations to the fac-
ulty, students and patrons
of @iiscbangalore for this
achievement! The state &
country stand proud today!”

IISc. among world’s
best 10 universities

Also second-highest ranked Asian varsity

Staff Reporter

Bengaluru
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NDA to boycott Mastan
in Assembly
PATNA

Opposition NDA on Tuesday
announced boycotting of
Bihar Minister Abdul Jalil
Mastan in the Assembly, a
day after taking a similar
move in the Legislative
Council for his “uncharitable”
remarks against the Prime
Minister. NDA MLAs came to
the Assembly wearing black
ribbons as a mark of protest
against Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar for not sacking the
Excise and Prohibition
Minister. PTI

IN BRIEF

25 lakh looted from bank
personnel recovered
GAYA

Armed criminals on Monday
looted ₹25 lakh from two
bank personnel in Gaya
district, which was later on
recovered in a swift police
action. The incident took
place near Bakraur village
within the limits of Bodh Gaya
police station when a bank
employee and a guard were
carrying ₹25 lakh to a
nationalised bank’s Itawa
Bazar branch,Magadh Range
DI Saurabh Kumar said. The
criminals came in a car
without any number plate
and waylaid the duo. They
also shot and injured the
driver of the vehicle, the DIG
said. PTI

Forest teams in Jaipur
park to track panthers
JAIPUR

Entry to the Smriti Van
Biodiversity Park remained
banned for visitors on
Tuesday even as the Forest
Department teams were on
their toes to track the
panthers which have taken
shelter in the park. Assistant
Conservator Of Forest
Manphool Bishnoi said they
wanted the panthers to move
back to their habitat in
Jhalana Forest on their own
and tranquilizing them was
the last option. PTI

The Special Task Force (STF)
of the UP Police arrested two
persons in the Gayatri Pra-
japati gang-rape case in
Greater Noida late on
Monday night.

The STF’s Senior Superin-
tendent of Police, Amit
Pathak, said Ashish Shukla
and Ashok Tiwari were ar-
rested from the Jewar area in
Greater Noida and they were
among the seven persons
named by the victim.

Lucknow police to probe
“The two arrested people
are among the seven named
by the woman of raping her.
An FIR was lodged in Luc-
know. Since the Lucknow
police are investigating the
case we will hand over the
persons to the Lucknow po-
lice. The Lucknow police
will produce them in the
court,” Mr Pathak said.

Mr Shukla, son of Uday
Narayan Shukla, belongs to
the KDA Colony in Kanpur
while Mr Tiwari, son of

Harivansh Tiwari, belongs to
the Shravanpur-Durgapur
Road in Amethi.

Closest associate
Mr Tiwari was the land con-
solidation accountant in Mr
Prajapati’s assembly con-
stituency, Amethi, and was
considered the Minister’s
closest aide. Mr Shukla took
care of the Minister’s work
in Lucknow, the police said.

The victim from
Bundelkhand had lodged a
complaint against Mr Pra-
japati and his associates, Mr
Tiwari, Mr Shukla, Pintu
Singh, Vikas Verma,
Chandrapal and Rupesh, of
raping her at Mr Prajapati’s
official residence at 5,
Gautampalli in Lucknow in
2014.

She has accused Mr Pra-
japati of attempting to rape
her minor daughter.

According to the STF, as
the accused did not get any
relief from the Supreme
Court, they had planned to
flee via the Yamuna
Expressway.

Two Prajapati
aides arrested
Nabbed while trying to lee G. Noida

Purusharth Aradhak
Jewar (Greater Noida)

Investigations into the sex
determination racket un-
earthed in Maharashtra’s
Sangli district has revealed
that an anonymous com-
plaint was sent to the col-
lector about the ongoing il-
legalities at the Bharti
Hospital in Mhaisal village
run by Dr Babasaheb
Khidrapure.

While the collector for-
warded the letter to the
civil surgeon for further in-
vestigation, a team led by
Dr Vijay Jadhav and Dr
Vinay Sawant had given a
clean chit to the doctor, a
homeopath by
qualification.

“We have learnt that the
letter was received by the
collector on April 22, 2016.
He forwarded it to the civil
surgeon for further invest-

igation on May 5. Why did
he delay it so much?”
asked Shahin Shaikh, a
member of the Pre Con-
ception and Pre Natal Dia-
gnostic Techniques
(PCPNDT) act advisory
committee in Sangli.

“The doctors who in-
vestigated the Bharti Hos-
pital and gave a clean chit
to Mr Khidrapure should
be made co-accused in the
case. They have played a

major role in the racket,”
Mr Shahin said.

In another develop-
ment, the Miraj police
have nabbed a milk deliv-
ery man who worked for
Mr Khidrapure to dispose
the female foetuses. He
charged anywhere
between ₹ 300 and ₹ 500
for the purpose.

“We have not arrested
him as yet. We are ques-
tioning him to get clarity
on the entire racket,” said
Sangli SP Dattatrey Shinde,
adding that four police
teams are investigating in
and around Miraj and also
in Karnataka about the
possible links of the
doctor.

“We have found some
leads but will be able to
disclose them after we get
something concrete,” he
said.

Homeopath was given clean chit
Jyoti Shelar
Sangli (Maharashtra)

Babasaheb Khidrapure

The Sangli police late on
Monday night arrested Dr.
Babasaheb Khidrapure, the
quack homeopath who ran
an illicit abortion racket in
the district’s Mhaisal village,
after the discovery of as
many as 19 aborted female
foetuses dumped in a village
sewer.

The death of a 26-year-old
woman, Swati Jamdade, on
March 3 during a botched
termination of her preg-
nancy, blew the lid off Mr
Khidrapure’s racket.

He was from Belgaum in
neighbouring Karnataka.
The police said he may have
been running the racket
since 2008.

He was produced amid
high security at a local court
in Miraj on Tuesday after-
noon and sentenced to 10
days police custody till
March 17.

Total shutdown
Mhaisal village witnessed a
total shutdown in protest
against the bogus doctor’s
heinous crimes, with citizens
demanding speedy justice.

The case has brought to
focus the rampant female
foeticide and gender in-
equality prevalent in the
State’s rural hinterland.

According to police
sources and Sangli district
authorities, Mr Khidrapure
was running an inter-State
racket, involving doctors and
patients from neighbouring
Karnataka and Andhra Pra-
desh, who came to his clinic,
Bharati Hospital, to get abor-
tions done.

“Other doctors used to
visit him to get these extra-
legal operations done, which
normally took place on
Mondays. The ground floor
of his ‘clinic’ was equipped
with surgical instruments,
bio-medical mass and allo-
pathy medicines. His accom-
plices then used a back door
to throw the aborted foetus

in the sewer,” said Sangli Su-
perintendent of Police Dat-
tatrey Shinde.

Mr Khidrapure had two
rooms, hidden out of sight
and equipped with instru-
ments, to perform the abor-
tions in the ground floor of
his two-storey ‘hospital’.

The police said since he
did not have sonography ma-
chines, some doctors used to
send patients to him for per-
forming illegal abortions.

Abortion drugs
The Food and Drug Adminis-
tration (FDA) are probing
whether abortion drugs
were used by Mr Khidrapure
during his illicit operations,
or whether he procured
them from outside the State.
Officials have sealed the
medical store attached to his
clinic.

On Monday, Mr
Khidrapure’s clinic was
raided by the police led by
Mr. Shinde. Several health of-
ficials from the district were
present during the raid.

Abortion racket mastermind held
Homeopath remanded in 10 days custody, police say he may have been running racket since 2008

Foetuses being exhumed at Mhaisal village in Sangli district, Maharashtra. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Shoumojit Banerjee
Pune

Undergraduates and house
officers of the MKCG med-
ical college and hospital in
Berhampur organised a si-
lent protest march on Tues-
day afternoon against al-
leged irregularities in the
National Eligibility and En-
trance Test (NEET) for ad-
mission to Post Graduate
(PG) medical courses.

The protest march was
jointly organised by the stu-

dents’ union and the house
surgeons’ union of the med-
ical college in south Odisha.
The protesters held placards
saying ‘India does not need
Munna Bhai MD/MS’.

According to Ramapada
Mohapatra, former presid-
ent of the MKCGmedical col-
lege students’ union, similar
protests would be held at the
VIMSAR medical college,
Burla. Students also came
out with six demands relat-
ing to PG admissions.

Students hold protest
march against NEET

More demonstrations are planned
Staff Reporter
Berhampur
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Rajasthan challenges
Salman’s acquittal
JAIPUR

The Rajasthan government
on Tuesday filed an appeal in
a Jodhpur court, challenging
the acquittal of actor Salman
Khan in the Arms Act case.
On January 18, Mr. Khan was
acquitted of charges of
alleged possession of and use
of weapons with expired
licence while hunting
chinkaras and blackbucks.

IN BRIEF

Two IEDs recovered in
Kondagaon district
RAIPUR

Security forces on Tuesday
recovered two improvised
explosive devices (IED),
allegedly planted by Naxals,
in Chhattisgarh’s Kondgaon
district. The explosives
packed in steel tiin boxes
were seized from a dirt track
near Churegaon village under
the Iragaon police station
limits, a district police oicial
said. While one IEDweighed
10 kg, another was of around
5 kg, he added.
Acting on speciic inputs, a
joint squad of District Force
and ITBP had launched a
search operation to the
interiors of Iragaon to trace
the explosives, he said. PTI

3 injured in iring: Mob
attacks police station
SHILLONG

Three persons were injured in
alleged police iring,
resulting in a mob torching a
police station and ive
vehicles at Resubelpara in
Meghalaya’s North Garo Hills
district, police said on
Tuesday. The three were
returning from aweekly
market and were ired at by
police after their vehicle did
not stop at a police check
point onMonday night, North
Garo Hills District Deputy
Commissioner S.C. Sadhu
said. PTI

me why then does Narendra
Modi not say a word when
our people are being killed in
America...He went and
hugged Obama, but when
our people get killed there,
our Prime Minister says noth-
ing. The Prime Minister of In-

Congress vice-president
Rahul Gandhi on Tuesday at-
tacked Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on two fronts, ask-
ing why Mr. Modi had not
spoken out against the recent
killings of Indians in the
United States and on unful-
filled promises made in 2014.

Speaking at a party work-
ers’ convention, organised by
the Delhi Pradesh Congress
Committee at Ramlila Maidan
here, Mr. Gandhi hit out at
the Prime Minister for his si-
lence on the attacks on Indi-
ans in the U.S.

In the past two weeks,
three Indians have been at-
tacked in suspected hate
crimes.

“Narendra Modi has a 56
inch chest, doesn’t he? Tell

dia is scared,” said Mr.
Gandhi. Earlier in his ad-
dress, he accused Mr. Modi of
indulging in “politics of lies,”
listing unfulfilled promises
the BJP had made to voters in
the 2014 Lok Sabha poll cam-
paign.

Rahul slams Modi’s
silence on hate crimes
Cong. vice-president raises issue of attacks on Indians in U.S.

Hitting out: Congress vice-president Rahul Gandhi during a
civic poll rally in NewDelhi on Tuesday. SHANKER CHAKRAVARTY

Staff reporter

New Delhi

Busy on phone, youth
falls of terrace; dies
MUMBAI

A 20-year-old youth,
Abhishek Bhosale, died after
falling from the terrace of a
seven-storeyed building in
Santacruz while he was busy
with his mobile phone, police
said on Tuesday. The incident
took place on Sunday night
and Abhishek was declared
dead after he was rushed to a
hospital. Prima facie, it did
not look like suicide, a police
oicer said. PTI

After running out of the
child-friendly HIV syrup,
Lopinavir, India is likely to
procure the drug from a
rapid supply facility routed
through the Global Fund for
AIDS, Tuberculosis and Mal-
aria (GFATM), a multilateral
donor agency.

Meanwhile, the Health
Ministry on Tuesday re-
leased the first installment
of the ₹6 crore payment due
to Cipla Pharmaceuticals —
the sole manufacturer of the
drug. While the immediate
crisis triggered by unpaid
bills is being sorted, the
shortage of the drug itself
still looms large over India’s
national HIV programme. In-
dia has a cohort of over 600
children who require
36,000 bottles of Lopinavir
syrup annually.

Speaking to The Hindu,
Dr. Denis Broun, Global Dir-
ector for access and public
affairs at Cipla Pharmaceut-
icals, clarified that the com-

pany did not have a position
in principle that they ever
participate in government
tenders. “Cipla has been
supplying anti retrovirals to
governments and we have
been upfront with our issues
of payments over the past
several months. The last pay-
ment was the proverbial
straw that broke the camel’s
back,” said Dr. Broun.

“We did not participate in
the last tender because of
the payment issues. We un-
derstand that the govern-
ment is trying to sort out the
financial situation and I
want to clarify that we do
not have a position, in prin-
ciple, that we will not parti-
cipate in government
bidding.”

A relief
In what is a relief to HIV
community, he added that
Cipla Pharmaceuticals will
be re-submitting the applica-
tion seeking registration of
the Lopinavir pellets — a bet-
ter paediatric formulation as

it can be added to meals and
will not require refrigera-
tion.

The Drug Controller Gen-
eral of India (DCGI) is likely
to give the approvals acceler-
ated attention, given the dire
shortage.

The developments follow
a March 6 report by The

Hindu, ‘India runs out of life-
saving HIV drug for chil-
dren’, that 637 children liv-
ing with HIV (CLHIV) ran-
ging from ages 3 to 19, had
written to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi after Cipla
stopped production of the
drug due to non-payment of
bills from 2014. Upset with
continued non-payment,
Cipla Pharmaceuticals had
stopped participating in gov-
ernment tenders, resulting
in the current stock-out.

The Health Ministry has
maintained that the supply
of Lopinavir should resume
by the end of this week, in-
formed Arun Panda, Addi-
tional Secretary, Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare.

Global fund to help solve
India’s HIV drug crisis
Health Ministry releases ₹6 crore to pay Cipla Pharma

Vidya Krishnan

NEW DELHI

With several of its law-
makers reportedly getting
extortion calls from under-
world don Ravi Pujari’s
gang, Gujarat’s Leader of
the Opposition
Shankersinh Vaghela on
Tuesday demanded a high-
level probe and asked the
State authorities to ensure
that the underworld does
not rear its head in the
State. During the question
hour in the State assembly
on Tuesday, the Opposition
leader sought the interven-
tion of the government.
About four-five MLAs have
reportedly received calls
from the notorious under-
world don, who is said to
be trying to set up his base
in the State.

Minister of State for
Home Pradipsinh Jadeja as-
sured that the police had
launched a probe in the
matter.

Gujarat Cong
MLAs receive
extortion calls

Special Correspondent

AHMEDABAD

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday directed senior Ut-
tar Pradesh Minister Azam
Khan to appear before the
Allahabad High Court on
March 8 in response to a
bailable warrant issued
against him in a case con-
cerning the U.P. Jal Nigam.

In an hour-long hearing,
a Bench of Chief Justice of
India J.S. Khehar and

Appear before HC,
SC tells Azam Khan
U.P. Minister faces bailable warrant

Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Producer-director Karan Jo-
har, who became father of
twins through surrogacy
three days ago, may not be
one of the last among single
men and women in India
who can do so.

The draft Surrogacy (Reg-
ulation) Bill 2016, which is
being examined by the Par-
liamentary Standing Com-
mittee, expressly allows only
infertile and legally-wedded
Indian couples to have chil-
dren through surrogacy.

On Tuesday, in what may
turn out to be a positive out-
come for single men and wo-
men who wish to be parents,
a Supreme Court Bench led
by Justice Ranjan Gogoi al-
lowed a representation to be
made before the parliament-
ary committee to consider
including a “specific provi-
sion” in the Bill so as to facil-
itate single persons also to
embrace parenthood

through surrogacy.
The representation will be

forwarded to the office of
the Solicitor-General of In-
dia, who will formally hand
it over to the legislative panel
for consideration.

“There is no specific pro-
vision about single parents
in the Bill, but the Bill also
does not specifically prohibit
them,” senior advocate
Shekhar Napahade, for a pe-
titioner, submitted.

Bunch of petitions
The Supreme Court is hear-
ing a bunch of petitions on
banning commercial surrog-
acy and the treatment of ba-
bies as a “commodity.”

Mr. Naphade submitted
how unmarried celebrities in
India have been increasingly
opting for surrogacy.

He further suggested that
there should be a separate
register maintained for sur-
rogate children and sensit-
ised staff should conduct in-

spections on the ground in
such cases. The Bench re-
sponded that it would con-
sider the prayer if Mr.
Naphade would file a proper
application.

Overseas Indians
However, the Bench did not
seem inclined when another
lawyer suggested that the
draft Bill should also permit
overseas Indians to have sur-
rogacy from India in view of
a natural inclination to have
children of the same “ge-
netic make.”

“How can we go on dictat-
ing to the law-making
powers like this? Let the law
come and if you are ag-
grieved about the law, then
come to us,” Justice Gogoi
reacted.

‘Altruistic surrogacy’
The draft Bill does not cover
categories other than mar-
ried Indian couples, like
single women or men, gay or

lesbian couples, etc. The
window for “altruistic sur-
rogacy” is only open for
childless Indian married
couple. The Bill also does
not allow married couple,
who have children, adopted
or surrogate or biological, to
have children via surrogacy.

The stated objective of the
new Bill is to constitute a Na-
tional Surrogacy Board,
State Surrogacy Board and
appointment of authorities
for regulation of practice
and process of surrogacy. In
short, the law is meant to
end commercial surrogacy
or, as the Supreme Court
had once in 2009, termed
“fertility tourism” in the
country.

The Supreme Court had
initially intervened some
years ago on a petition filed
by German couple Jan Balaz
and Susane Lohle, who
wanted Indian citizenship
for their surrogate twins
born of a Gujarati woman.

Draft bill allows only infertile, legally-wedded Indian couples to avail this option

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI

SC opens surrogacy window for singles

OnWednesday, when
activists and celebrities will
be busy delivering speeches
on the achievements of
women, one woman in her
late twenties will go about
her daily routine unnoticed,
on the southern fringes of
the city, near Ballygunje
railway station.

Tuktuki Mondal (28), who
lives in a shack on a south
Kolkata pavement, is
unlikely to be mentioned in
those speeches or
recognised for her work that
begins at the at the crack of
dawn. And yet she embodies
this year’s Women’s Day
theme — Be Bold for Change.

Life has not been easy for
the ragpicker.

No stranger to hardship
Born a Muslim and married
to a Hindu, and still facing
social stigma for her
decision, Ms. Mondal is used
to hardship. Her father died
before she was born and
when she was barely three
months old, her mother
Anwara Bibi, left her with
her grandmother, and
moved to Mumbai for work.

But her grandmother was
determined to send her to
school. “I never told

anybody [in school] about
my financial situation, my
background or that I was
often sent to the other part
of the city to pick up
garbage,” Ms. Mondal said,
recalling her childhood.

There were moments
when she nearly gave up. On
the pavements of south
Kolkata, many were unsure
if a part-time ragpicker was
justified in attending school.
So she dropped out, “out of
deep frustration” — only to
return with more grit. She
not only cleared the
secondary and higher
secondary examinations but
also enrolled in a south
Kolkata college. Eventually,
she became the first
graduate among the

ragpickers of Ballygunje — if
not the entire city — in 2012.

Her efforts to break out of
her milieu brought her
recognition from
researchers of the
Mahanirban Calcutta
Research Group (MCRG),
whom she assisted in
producing in-depth report
on urban migration and
poverty in 2016 — ‘Women
and Child Migrants in
Calcutta’ ‘Women and Child
Migrants in Calcutta’ .

“Tuktuki assisted me
during a project on urban
migrants. Besides, she is
very passionate about
ensuring that government
identity documents are
provided to homeless
people and has done
considerable work in her
neighbourhood in this
regard,” said Debarati
Bagchi, a former senior
researcher at MCRG, who
co-authored the report.

Community outreach
“But then look at her! She is
researching the same kids in
her community, trying to
find more about them,
providing ethnographic
inputs to us, coordinating
with officials, at times, to
deliver identity proofs to
these homeless — she is an

outstanding person,” Sabir
Ahmed, another senior
researcher, and co-author of
the report, said.

Ms. Mondol’s journey was
frought with challenges with
neighbours and her husband
Buddhadeb Mondal
questioning her intention to
go to the college.

“But I realised, even if I
did not support her, she
would continue to study.
Giving up is not in her
nature,” said a smiling Mr.
Mondal, who runs a small
tea shop next to their shack.
Ms. Mondal, however, could
not continue to work. “I
resigned from the job after
the daughter was born,” she
said.

Planning to get back to
work as soon as her two year
old daughter “Shrestha
grows up a bit,” Ms. Mondal
finally described, perhaps
little half-heartedly, her
definition of International
Women’s Day.

“I do not knowmuch
about this Women’s Day
really, it does not work… I
just wanted Shresta to grow
up with more confidence
than I have,” she said. She
insisted that the interview
should mention that she
“loves to work on urban
poverty.”
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From ragpicker to research assistant
Tuktuki Mondol worked with think tank to produce report on urban poverty

Tuktuki Mondal

Special correspondent

Kolkata
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EDITORIAL

W
ith the seventh and last phase of voting for the

Uttar Pradesh Assembly, a potentially trans-

formative electiondraws to a close. Ever since

voting started in the State on February 11, the three

main political parties in the fray, the Bahujan Samaj

Party, the Bharatiya Janata Party and the Samajwadi

Party, threw everything into their respective bids for

power, with the constant campaign of Prime Minister

Narendra Modi giving the election a national reson-

ance. India has rarely witnessed a campaign blitz of the

order witnessed in the last two phases of the poll, on

March 4 and 8.Mr.Modi spent three days in and around

Varanasi alone, seeking to both retain the votes that ac-

crued to him inhis Lok Sabha constituency in 2014, and

throw his voice longer in the election’s home stretch.

Akhilesh Yadav and Rahul Gandhi, with their SP and

Congress in an alliance that has reversed the history of

suspicion between the two parties, also focussed on

Varanasi, given its signiicance in easternU.P. TheBSP’s

Mayawati, as always,was the least splashy, staying away

from the battleground and choosing to monitor

everything fromher base in Lucknow. The last constitu-

ency, in Ambedkar Nagar, will vote on March 9, in an

election deferred on account of the death of a candid-

ate. But it is anybody’s guess how the results will pan

out on counting day onMarch 11.

It has been a campaign in which the Prime Minister

has chosen to be the face of local aspirations, re-

peatedly pushing the envelope to take the battle to re-

gional leaders with provocative statements. The BSP

has demonstrably goneback to its roots, abandoning its

grand social coalition of 2012 for a targeted pitch for the

MuslimandDalit vote. Thenew-look SP, in alliancewith

aCongress party jettisoning its longstanding go-it-alone

resolve, has sought to position itself as a softer version

of its earlier self,while defending its recordwith the slo-

gankaamboltahai (work speaks for itself ). For all three,

it could be a deining moment: for the BJP to consolid-

ate itself as the primary pole in national politics, for the

BSP to retain its electoral salience, and for the SP-Con-

gress to demonstrate the power of an unlikely alliance.

Yet, there is an arithmetic that the results will be ana-

lysedagainst.Will theBJPmanage tomake2014 thenew

baseline, with its lead then in 328 Assembly segments

(with a 40% vote share in more than 250 of them)? Or

will its opponents succeed in pulling back that baseline

closer to the Assembly elections of the past? For in-

stance, 2012, when the BJP won just 47 seats and the SP

took 224, eclipsing the BSP which had lost less than 5%

of its vote share from its victorious 2007 sweep. Either

way, itwould reset theequationsnot just in theStatebut

also at the Centre.

State of signiicance
U.P. votes in the last phase in an election that

will reset equations in the State and the Centre

N
orth Korea’s provocative action of launching

fourmissiles into the Sea of Japan a fewhundred

kilometres from the Japanese coastline has

triggered fears of renewed tension between nuclear-

armed powers. The launch seems timed to test the stra-

tegic fortitude and tactical capabilities of new relation-

ships in the broader power balance that reins in Py-

ongyang’s nuclear ambitions. The irst test would be of

the strength of bilateral U.S.-Japan ties on the watch of

U.S. President Donald Trump and Japanese Prime Min-

ister Shinzo Abe. North Korean Supreme Leader Kim

Jong-un had already given these two leaders a wake-up

call when his regime ired a medium-range missile last

month. Mr. Trump has assured bothMr. Abe and South

Korea’s acting President, Hwang Kyo-Ahn, of his iron-

clad commitment to stand by them through this crisis.

Yet it is likely that Mr. Kim was, in fact, trying to get a

measure ofMr. Trump,whohad tweeted shortly before

assuming oice in January, “it won’t happen!”, on the

North being close to testing an ICBM. Experts seem to

concur that the missiles launched now did not appear

to be of intercontinental range. Yet, the prospect looms

of the North miniaturising nuclear warheads to the

point where even shorter-range weapons could, if they

were nuclear-tipped, pose unprecedented risk to South

Korea, Japan and the U.S. military assets in the vicinity.

The continuous belligerence of North Korea is only

one side of the story. The other is that the international

community, led by the U.S. and nations within striking

distance of the North’s aggression, has hardlymanaged

the conlict consistently. The commendable efort of

the Six Party Talks to invest diplomatic currency in

bringing Pyongyang back to the negotiating table got

derailed early on in President Barack Obama’s irst

term. The cycle of sanctions and international isolation

fuelling further bravadoby theKim regime thendomin-

ated the denouement, as indeed it has since 1992. This

time the conlict seems to be following a distinctlymore

unstable trajectory asMr. Trumphas authorised thede-

ployment in South Korea of the irst elements of the

U.S.’s advanced anti-missile system, the Terminal High

Altitude Area Defence (THAAD), disregarding the pos-

sibility that itmay be a double-edged sword. On the one

hand, the presumed retaliatory move of THAAD de-

ployment glosses over the fact that in the past week the

U.S. and South Korea had conducted military drills in

the region, war games that Pyongyang views as overt

hostility. On the other, Washington has clearly decided

to ignore the justiiable fears of Beijing andMoscow that

THAAD’s nuclear umbrella threatens their interests in

the region too, not North Korea’s alone. Unless de-es-

calation becomes a priority for all parties involved, the

Korean Peninsula region will remain a lashpoint.

Sparks in a tinderbox
Unless de-escalation becomes a priority for all,

the Korean Peninsula will remain a lashpoint

According to a recent report by the
International Labour Organisation
(ILO), India and Pakistan have the
lowest rates of women’s labour
forceparticipation inAsia, in sharp
contrast to Nepal, Vietnam, Laos
and Cambodia that have the
highest, with richer nations like
Singapore, Malaysia and Indonesia
falling in between. Moreover, even
this low rate of labour force parti-
cipation seems tobedeclining. The
National Sample Survey found that
while in 1999-2000, 25.9% of all
women worked, by 2011-12 this
proportion had dropped to 21.9%.
This is in stark contrast to world-
wide trends. Of the 185 nations that
are part of the ILO database, since
the 1990s, 114 countries have recor-
ded an increase in the proportion
of women in the workforce, and
only 41 recorded declines, with In-
dia leading the pack. So what does
this tell us about India’s growth
story?

The importance of access
A heartening explanation could

be that with rising incomes, wo-
men have the opportunity to es-
cape harsh labour in farms and on
construction sites, and focus on
their families. But a more pessim-
istic and possibly realistic explana-
tion might be that with declining
farm sizes, rising mechanisation,
and consequently dwindling la-
bour demands in agriculture, wo-
men are being forced out of the
workforce. If true, this has serious
implications for future policy.

Research has shown that when
women have access to more work
opportunities, they gladly take
them. The India Human Develop-
ment Survey (IHDS), jointly organ-
ised by researchers from the Na-
tional Council of Applied
Economic Research (NCAER) and
the University of Maryland, inds
that the provision of work under

the Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment Guarantee Act
(MGNREGA) has brought more
rural women into wage labour.
AmongMGNREGAworkers in 2011-
12, a whopping 45% were not in
wage labour before the scheme
was initiated.

Moreover, the provision of
MGNREGAworkhas far greater im-
pact on women’s paid work than
that of men. Increased availability
of wage work also enhances wo-
men’s control over household
decision-making.

Since NREGA work by itself can-
not be expected to provide consist-
ent stable employment forwomen,
it is imperative to explore other av-
enues. From a policy perspective,
twomain challenges have to be ad-
dressed for augmenting women’s
workforce participation rates.
First, in view of shrinking farm
work, we need to create opportun-
ities for women to move from agri-
cultural to non-agricultural
manual work. Second, we must
foster a work environment that al-
lows more women, especially

urban and educated women, to
take up salaried jobs.

In her research, Lei Lei, a soci-
ologist at the University of Mary-
land, inds that in villages where
roads were constructed between
the irst (2004-05) and second
(2011-12) waves of IHDS, both men
andwomenweremore likely to un-
dertake non-agricultural work but
this efect was greater for women.
Suchwork has a cascading efect as
constructionof concrete roadsalso
improves transportation services
such as buses, which, in turn,
could facilitate movement of the
rural workforce, especially wo-
men, into non-agricultural work in
neighbouring villages and towns.

At the other end of the employ-
ment spectrum,however, there is a
need to make it possible for edu-
cated women to continue to work
even while raising families. In a
context where women continue to
bear the major share of household
work and childcare, the preval-
ence of a rigid work environment
in India and the dearth of family-
friendly work institutions create

impediments to women’s access to
white-collar jobs in the formal sec-
tor. Second, long distances
between the home and the work-
place increase both commuting
time and work burdens, leaving
workers with even less time for
family duties.

Another aspect of the skewed
work-family equation for women
in India is the demand for investing
in children’s education over pro-
fessional achievement. Research
by Alaka Basu, a sociologist at Cor-
nell University, and Sonalde Desai
(co-author of this article) high-
lights the contrast between the
reasons for fertility decline in the
West, where it was fuelled by the
desire for self-fulilment among
both men and women, and in In-
dia, where small families have em-
anated from the desire to promote
future achievements of children by
focusing on their education rather
than on better employment pro-
spects for the parents. This has led
to urban and educated Indian wo-
men dropping out of the labour
pool in contradistinction to their
counterparts in Japan and Korea,
for example, who have instead op-
ted out of marriage, resulting in a
dip in fertility rates in the latter
countries to barely 1.3 child(ren)
per couple. Neither of these, how-
ever, seems an optimal outcome
for society. The only way this
conundrum can be addressed is by
encouraging workplaces to be-
come more responsive to family
needs and to promote sharing of
household responsibilities
between both genders — some-
thing that Scandinavian countries
have emphasised.

Sharing the burden
Few organisations are willing to
consider challenges involved in
generating a work-life balance.
Even before the inlux of global
irms in India, work structures in
Indian companies and even the
governmentwere highly inlexible.

Over the past two decades, these
demands have grown. With rising
global competition, Indian irms
have chosen to follow the Amer-
ican model with demands for ex-
tended work hours as well as at-
tendance on Saturdays and
Sundays. This creates a time bind
for both men and women where
somethingmust give.

An interesting repercussion of
this work dynamic is relected in a
recent study titled ‘Millennial Ca-
reers: 2020 Vision’, by Manpower-
Group, conducted across 25 coun-
tries and encompassing 19,000
working millennials and 1,500 hir-
ing managers. The study found
that young workers in India
worked 52 hours per week as
against, say, 42 hours by their
counterparts in Canada. Work-
family balance requires increased
participation by men in household
chores and caring for children.
However, workplace inlexibility
makes for diicult choices, in-
volving trade-ofs between invest-
ing in careers of husbands vis-à-vis
those of wives, often resulting in
women taking a back seat and at
times even dropping out of the
workforce.

The Economic Survey 2016-17
expressed concern that the demo-
graphic dividend is already reced-
ing, reducing the opportunity for
the Indian economy to catch up
with its East Asian counterparts.
However, the numeric con-
sequences of reducing obstacles to
women’s full economic participa-
tion far exceed the demographic
advantages of having a larger pool
of young workers. It is thus high
time to talk of the gender dividend
rather than the demographic
dividend.

Sonalde Desai is professor of sociology at
University of Maryland and senior fellow
at the National Council for Applied
Economic Research (NCAER); Anupma
Mehta is editor at NCAER. Views
expressed in this article are personal

No economy for women
In stark contrast to worldwide trends, women in India are being forced out of the workforce
Sonalde Desai

AnupmaMehta
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Come March every year, the print
media is illedwith reports of ires in
the dry deciduous forests of India,
particularly in Andhra Pradesh, As-
sam, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand,
Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Maha-
rashtra and Odisha. This year has
been no diferent. The death of
Murigeppa Tammangol, a forest
guardwho served inBandipurTiger
Reserve in Karnataka, in a forest ire
last month, is a sombre reminder of
the danger posed by forest ires to
our front-line forest staf.

Fighting ires with minimal
equipment in challenging terrain is
a thankless task that poses grave
risks. It is perhaps time to ask
whether a strict no-ire policy is rel-
evant in ecological and societal con-
texts, rather than raise inefective
questions about how forest ires can
be controlled or prevented through
technology.

The bulk of forest ires in India
occurs in the tropical dry forests of
our country, an umbrella category
encompassing scrub, savanna
grassland, dry andmoist-deciduous
forests. Almost 70% of forests in In-
dia are composed of these types.

Recent research on the ecology

and bio-geographical origin of
these forests indicates that ire oc-
currence and light availability are
important factors that maintain the
ecosystem. However, forest man-
agement still sufers from a colonial
hangover intent on keeping produc-
tion forestry systems free from ire
in order to prevent the loss of
'stock'. It is no surprise, therefore,
that even today, the aftermath of a
forest ire is accompanied by re-
ports of how trees in hundreds of
acres have been 'destroyed'. Field
ecological research, on the other
hand, indicates that many tree spe-
cies distinct to dry forests have co-
evolved with ires and have de-
veloped ire-resistance features like
thick, spongy bark, and can re-
sprout from rootstock in response
to ire.

Blanket banwoes
The roots of our current ire crisis
lie squarely in the blanket imple-
mentation of a no-ire forest policy.
This 'one-size-its-all' approach of
ire protection is perhaps incompat-
ible with the ecology of India’s trop-
ical dry forests. For example, the
ires in Bandipur Tiger Reserve
were immensely diicult to control
because of ample fuel supplied by
the alien invasive species Lantana
camara. Recent ethnographic and
empirical research from the neigh-
bouring Biligiri Rangaswamy Tiger
Reserve indicates that a no-ire
policy was likely responsible for the

spread of Lantana in the irst place.
Additionally, frequent, low-in-

tensity forest ires possibly preven-
ted the proliferation of Lantana in
the past, a time when ires were not
yet anathema for forest managers.
Tribal elders of the area predict that
future forest ires will be diicult to
control unless Lantana biomass is
physically reduced irst.

Are frequent, small forest ires
preferable to infrequent, cata-
strophic ires? Forest-dwellers of
the area clearly seem to favour the
former. Findings from conventional
scientiic studies also support these
insights from indigenous know-
ledge, and indicate that early dry
season ires burn less hot, and are
far less detrimental to vegetation

than peak dry season ires which
burnmuch hotter.

Who has the power to wield ire
in India’s tropical dry forests? The
answer exposes the fault lines
among contesting groups of stake-
holders. Forest dwellers set ire to
forests to clearwalkingpaths, to col-
lect non-timber forest products like
gooseberry andmahualowers, and
to encourage the fresh growth of
grass for their livestock, and some-
times as a part of ritual practice.

Agriculturists set ire to hill
forests so that the fertilising ash
from ire washes down to their
ields with the monsoon rains. For
the forest dweller, therefore, ires
have cultural and livelihood signiic-
ance. The forest department, on the

other hand, has historically preven-
ted ire in order to protect timber
stocks, and initiated a systemof ire-
lines around valuable timber ‘com-
partments’ or coupes. By burning
the ire-lines before the onset of
summer, forest ires, if they oc-
curred, could be conined to a few
compartments. More recently how-
ever, ire has been used as a man-
agement tool to increase thedensity
of herbivores in tropical dry forests.

The logic for this kind of burning
is also related to the creation of
fresh grass, but this time for con-
sumption by wild herbivores rather
than by cattle. In a centralised, top-
down hierarchical system, these
two broad ways of wielding ire are
clearly incompatible. By enacting
legislation that made the setting of
forest ires an ofence, the forest de-
partment gradually legitimised one
world view of forests as timber and
wildlife production systems and ig-
nored other world views that envi-
sioned forests as cultural and liveli-
hood spaces.

Instead of viewing forest ires as
being purely destructive in nature,
forest managers should perhaps ex-
pand their world view and be more
inclusive to information fromecolo-
gical and local knowledge systems
that view ires as being both reju-
venating and revitalising.

Bharath Sundaram is an assistant
professor in the School of Ecology and
Environment Studies, Nalanda University

How to tame our forest ires
The roots of the crisis lie in the implementation of India’s no-ire forest policy

Bharath Sundaram

Reviving Babri case
The Supreme Court’s
disapproval of the discharge
of Lal Krishna Advani and
others on ‘technical
grounds’ in the Babri Masjid
demolition case has revived
hopes of justice ( “Babri
case: SC questions
discharge of Advani,
others,” March 07).
As the face of hard-line
Hindu nationalism in those
tumultuous days,
L.K.Advani was one leader
whowent on a rath yatra
criss-crossing the country
andmobilising legions of
kar sevaks to carry out the
irst step to accomplish the
‘mission’ of construction of
a Ram temple.What came
crashing down on that dark
day was the very symbol of
Indian secularism.
The politics of Hindutva
that L.K.Advani
championed in the 1990s
paved the way for Narendra
Modi’s rise to power. The

secular ideal — the freedom
movement’s most
important legacy — is now at
risk fromHindu nationalism
more than ever. It is
reassuring that the Supreme
Court has expressed its view
against giving the Babri case
a quiet burial.
G. DavidMilton,

Maruthancode

That L.K. Advani’s rath
yatrawas undertakenwith
the sole objective of
mobilising popular support
across the country in favour
of construction of Ram
temple at Ayodhya is an
irrefutable fact. Demolition
of the Babri Masjid and the
subsequent communal
cauldron it stirred up in
several parts of the country
have continued to remain a
big blot on our secular
democracy.
With the apex court of India
now questioning the
discharge of Mr. Advani and

others in the Babri Masjid
demolition case on
technical grounds, one can
expect the the resumption
of the trial at the earliest. It
is hoped that those who tore
apart the secular fabric of
the country will be
punished in accordance
with the due process of law.
M. Jeyaram,

Sholavandan

Pak. NSA’s revelation
The revelation by Pakistan’s
former National Security
Advisor Maj. Gen. Mahmud
Ali Durrani that Pakistan-
based terror groups carried
out the 26/11 attacks is
hardly surprising since
there is concrete evidence
that suggests the same.
However, it is hard to
believe that the Pakistan
government or the ISI had
no role to play. Only a
government could have
provided the kind of
support the operation

required. As far as India is
concerned, the
development is a shot in the
arm since it puts greater
pressure on Pakistan to
graduate from arresting
Haiz Saeed to convicting
him based on compelling
evidence handed over by
India. China too will now
have to revise its stance on
terrorism originating from
Pakistan.
Akshay Viswanathan,

Thiruvananthapuram

Dalai Lama’s visit
By organising a visit by the
Dalai Lama to Arunachal
Pradesh, India is only
rubbing salt into the
unhealed wounds of India-
China border dispute. In an
age of superpowers, where
armies and economies spell
success, Tibet and the Dalai
Lama are an anomaly.
But the Dalai Lama is a
moral force who has added
to the spiritual power of

India He has himself refused
invitations from nations
which do not wish to incur
China’s disapproval. It
would be hence prudent on
our part to respect the
sensibilities of Beijing .
C.V. Venugopalan,

Palakkad

China’s grave concerns over
the Dalai Lama’s proposed
visit are totally unjustiied.
China does not have any
rights to lecture India on
sovereignty, considering
that they are involved in

building the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor through
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir
without India’s consent.
China’s expansionism and
aggression in the Himalayas
and the South China Sea are
a source of great concern.
This needs to be raised by
neighbouring countries at
various regional and
international fora.
Maheshkumar T.,

Mulanur, Tamil Nadu
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Six persons died when police opened fire on a mob in Johari
Bazar here [ Jaipur] this afternoon [March 7], about three
hours after the orders under section 144 Cr. P C were lifted in
certain areas of the city [ Jaipur], according to an official
spokesman. Two of them died on their way to hospital and
four after reaching the hospital. A 24-hour curfew was im-
posed and the Army was patrolling the streets. A correspond-
ent drew the attention of Mr. Niranjanath Acharya, Home Min-
ister, who was briefing the Press, that Mr. Mohan Lal Sukhadia,
Chief Minister, had earlier said that a 14-year-old boy was killed
in the firing and whether the figure six included that also. Mr.
Acharya said that he did not have confirmation. He said he
would check up.

FIFTY YEARS AGO MARCH 8, 1967

Jaipur violence mounts
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FROM ARCHIVES

Presiding over the first annual general meeting of the Bombay
Presidency Released Prisoners Society H.E. Lord Willingdon
said he trusted that the Society would find greater support in
future than it had received in the past. Eighty per cent of
young criminals were those who came from up country and
His Excellency thought that the problem would be solved if oc-
cupation and accommodation were found for them in the City
which would give them a chance of leading a respectable life.
The more he lived in Bombay the more he felt that the solution
of this problem brooked no delays. His Excellency appealed to
the great employers of labour to take the matter into serious
consideration and endeavour to see their workmen do not live
in those awful slums one could see round the city.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO MARCH 8, 1917

Released prisoners’ society

Cricket press conferences
in India are mostly staid
affairs. Rarely is a word
spoken which can stoke a
debate. Rarer is a question
which can elicit such a re-
sponse.

So, if one of the finest
umpires the game has
seen interacted with the
media in his capacity as
the International Cricket
Council’s Umpires Man-
ager, the Decision Review
System, to which India
was opposed for long, was
a no-go area.

A legendary Australian
fast bowler takes charge at
a prominent pace bowling
foundation, but a question
on the then ongoing de-
bate over the ICC propos-
als to give a bigger say for
Australia, England and In-
dia was allowed only after
much persuasion.

It’s about palatability
There was an entire In-
dian Premier League sea-
son in which Sri Lankan
players were withdrawn
from matches in Chennai.

A question to this effect
was almost always disal-
lowed. It perhaps goes un-
said that the ones that are
permitted are only those
palatable to the governing
classes.

Over time, my relatively
young journalistic career
notwithstanding, I had in-
ternalised it to a level
wherein it had become an
involuntary gag.

Question on racism
So much so that when a
curious journalist asked a
visiting Australian crick-
eter if racism was wide-
spread in Australian sport-
ing circles, my first
reaction was to shudder.

The incident was in
early August 2015 and the
man in question was Us-
man Khawaja, a Pakistan-
born cricketer, who, after
becoming the first Muslim
to play for Australia, had
risen to become its 'A'
team skipper.

The player next to him
was Gurinder Sandhu, an-
other immigrant Aus-
tralian, whose parents had

left Punjab in the 1980s.
The question wasn't

without context. It was the
time when Adam Goodes,
one of the greatest Aus-
tralian Rules Football
player, was routinely
booed across the country.
Goodes, an indigenous
Australian, had celebrated
a goal with an indigenous-
themed dance in front of
the opponents' support-
ers, which he later termed
“an opportunity to show
the passion and the pride
about being a warrior and
representing his people”.

“Good question!,” said
Khawaja and smiled. It
brought me immense re-
lief. I couldn't hold back a
smile too. “No. Not en-
tirely,” he went on.

“But I am not going to
say that I haven’t come
across [racism]. I have
been playing cricket and I
have definitely experi-
enced forms of racism.
But at the end of the day I
just dealt with it and
moved on. Because the
majority of the people
aren’t like that.”

The capacity to question
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NOTEBOOK

Cricket press meets often leave key things unsaid
N. Sudarshan

May the best human win
the Oscar
http://bit.ly/2lYgs3r
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Perhaps it is the provocat-
ive title of the ilm or per-
haps it is that women are
seen engaging, or even
grappling, with their sexu-
ality. But clearly some-
thing about Lipstick Under
My Burkha has set the
Central Board of Film Cer-
tiication’s teeth on edge.

The Examining Committee of the Board stated by way of ex-
planation for denying the ilm certiication: “The story is lady
oriented, their fantasy about life. There are continuous sexual
scenes, abusive words, audio pornography and a bit sensitive
touch about one particular section of society [they were not
referring to women here], hence ilm refused…”

What’s in a name?
In 1983, theCentral Boardof Censorswas renamed theCentral
Board of Film Certiication, but the hangover seems to con-
tinue. When asked why Lipstick was axed instead of being
given amore nuanced certiication for distribution, Board oi-
cials had no answers. They referred to the guidelines crafted
by Information and BroadcastingMinistry oicials for certiic-
ation,which, in turn, draw fromreasonable restrictions to free
speech in the Constitution. The 1991 principles for guidance in
certifying ilms cover everything from depiction of sex to
double entendres, to stoking communal passions, to protect-
ing the sovereignty and integrity of the country.

According to Board oicials, of the 1,700-odd ilms that
come up for certiication in a year, only 90 are denied a certi-
icate. Lipstick particularly failed to adhere to Clause 3 in the
guidelines, which requires the Examining Committee to en-
sure that “the ilm is judged in its entirety from the point of
view of its overall impact and is examined in the light of the
period depicted in the ilms and the contemporary standards
of the country and the people to which the ilm relates
provided that the ilm does not deprave the morality of the
audience.” Given this tall, tall order, it is no wonder that con-
forming to the guidelines and obtaining certiication for a ilm
that pushes the envelope a little is no easy task.

Nihalani’s turn
All the previous Censor Board chiefs, from Anupam Kher to
Sharmila Tagore to Leela Samson to Pahlaj Nihalani, have
grappled with these guidelines even though censoring ilms is
not their job; it is the preserve of the Examining Committee.
An exception to this was Vijay Anand,who stirred the hornet’s
nest when he proposed that X-rated ilms should be exhibited
in specially designated theatres. He stepped down when his
proposal was rejected. Censor Board chiefs are government
appointees and often dovetail with the government of the day
despite having their own views. Mr. Nihalani, who showed no
aversion in trampling the guidelines as a producer and ilm-
maker, is now working hard to ensure that movies cleared by
his Board pass the nationalist test.

The censor’s dilemma
All Censor Board chiefs have grappled
with the guidelines even though
censoring ilms is not their job
ANURADHA RAMAN
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DATA POINT

At a time when audits are getting complex, governments richer and forms of corrup-
tion and maladministration extremely difficult to detect, the Comptroller and Auditor
General (CAG) of India has suddenly landed in the midst of unprecedented opportunity
and challenge: besides the historic task of keeping a close watch on the Central and
State governments, it is now auditing several public-private partnerships (PPP), the UN
Headquarters, and is poised to become part of the new cricket dispensation. While
holding forth on a variety of subjects, CAG Shashi Kant Sharma stresses the need for
federal auditors to play a key role in Goods and Services Tax (GST) reforms. He also re-
veals that the CAG would soon begin auditing demonetisation and its fallout. Excerpts:

With its landmark 2014 judgment,
the Supreme Court permitted the
CAG to audit private telecom
companies, and opened up a new
template for CAG audit of private
companies that exploits public
assets. How are the audits
progressing? Has your first telecom
audit helped the government recover
somemoney?

■ Though the judgment of the Honour-
able Supreme Court was in the context
of telecom companies, it reinforced an
important principle that wherever pub-
lic resources are being used by private
companies for revenue generation, CAG
will have a duty to examine as to
whether the government is getting due
share out of such revenue.

Our first report on the telecom audit
was submitted to Parliament a year
back and now we are ready with the
second report. The government has
taken steps to recover revenue from the
telecom companies, though some issues
are under litigations before courts.

What are themajor audits underway
now?

■ Some of the reports ready for present-
ation are on the Air India turnaround
plan, environment clearance mechan-
ism, agricultural crop insurance
scheme, flood control and flood fore-
casting, etc.

Currently, we are engaged in several
important audits such as the Right to
Education, National Rural Health Mis-
sion, defence pensions and Ganga
rejuvenation.

What about your report onDelhi
power distribution companies,
which has significant financial
implications for the capital’s
consumers?Whenwill it bemade
public? Are you auditing other power
distributors too?

■ We had conducted an audit of Delhi
discoms on a request of the Delhi gov-
ernment. The audit was completed in
early 2015. But the report could not be

presented due to the judgment of the
Hon’ble Delhi High Court. The matter is
currently being heard by the Hon’ble
Supreme Court.

Audit of power distributors in States
is taken up from time to time, but in
these cases, the companies are mostly
government companies. We will soon
take a call on audit of private discoms in
other States.

From climate change to PPPs, there
are dramatic changes happening in
theway government funding and
public goods are exploited. How is it
impacting CAG’s functioning?

■ Audit, being essentially an assurance
mechanism, has to be responsive to
changes in the governance system and
we always adapt to such changes. Envir-
onmental issues like climate change and
preservation of wildlife, mitigation of
natural disasters etc, draw our attention
and in the recent past we have come out
with reports on environment audits as
well. One such report which was widely
talked about was on the Kaziranga [Na-
tional] Park [in Assam]. Similarly, on
PPP, our reports on DIAL (Delhi Interna-
tional Airport Limited) and MIAL (Mum-
bai International Airport Limited) were
widely received. Currently, we are pre-
paring ourselves to audit issues like im-
plementation of the Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals and the proposed Goods
and Services Tax.

Have you nominated amember to the
BCCI (Board of Control for Cricket in
India) as suggested by the Supreme
Court? Are you also nominating
members to State-level cricket
associations? Are they going to be
serving auditors?

■ We will positively act on the order of

the Supreme Court. We are waiting for a
communication from BCCI or Justice
Lodha Committee in this regard. A view
on whether the nominee will be a
serving auditor will be taken at the right
time.

In thewake of the Big Data
revolution, whatmeasures are you
taking formaking use of data
analytics in public auditing?

■ Big Data is the most fascinating devel-
opment of the last decade or so. How
can public auditing remain untouched
by this development? Analysing data
and linking multiple databases for audit
process has enormous potential for up-
grading our audit skills. Data analytics
will not only improve risk analysis in
audit planning but also make the audit
outcome sharp and focussed, based on
better evidence.

We came out with a Big Data manage-
ment policy in our organisation in 2016.
Thereafter, we established a Centre for
Data Management and Analytics at our
office in Delhi. Some topics were taken
up as pilots. We submitted a report on
social security pensions in Kerala,
which was based on analysis of data
from multiple sources, like Census data,
BPL data, expenditure data and the
auditee’s data. Currently, we are using

data analytics in the audit of the Na-
tional Rural Health Mission. In both
these audits, we collaborated with the
Harvard Kennedy School. We are taking
help of IIM Bangalore in imparting
training to our senior officers in Big
Data. The experience so far has been
encouraging and it gives us confidence
for the future.

Some of the audits of recent times
have attracted criticism forwhat
many believe are exaggerated loss
estimates or outlandish figures. How
do you look at those allegations? And
howdo youmaintain the integrity of
fair audit in the face of such
allegations?

■ When you look at an estimated figure,
you have to look at the assumptions
also. Estimates are based on assump-
tions which must be transparently dis-
closed. All our reports scrupulously fol-
low this. But, unfortunately, not

everybody looks at the full report. To
the allegations, I can only say that we
follow rigorous standards so that the in-
tegrity of our audits is not affected by
extraneous considerations.

Howwill CAG tackle the issue of
demonetisation and its fallout? It
definitely is one of themost
impactful administrative decisions
taken in a long, long time, so you
cannot ignore it.

■ Demonetisation per se is a banking
and money supply issue and as such,
outside CAG’s audit jurisdiction. But
CAG is well within its rights to seek audit
of the fiscal impact of demonetisation,
largely its impact on tax revenues. That
way the issue gets linked with the public
exchequer. There are also other link-
ages with the public exchequer, such as
expenditure on printing of currency
notes, RBI dividend to the Consolidated
Fund. The Income Tax Department is
reportedly planning to engage special-
ised private sector firms to carry out
analysis of the huge data it has received
from the banks.

This banking transaction data and
the follow-up by the Revenue Depart-
ment can also be subjected to CAG
audit. The audit can look into various
risks, such as errors and omissions in
identifying the potential tax evaders,
failures to pursue the identified sus-
pects, selective and arbitrary pursuance
of leads and consequences thereof, etc.
Many of these issues will be covered in
our audits which we propose to take up
in the coming days.

What rolewill CAG play in
implementation of the GST?Will you
be auditing GST?

■ The GST is essentially a major change
in the taxation paradigm. Hence, CAG’s
constitutional mandate covers GST just
like the earlier taxation regimes were
covered. As our auditees are revenue
departments of States and the Union, I
would expect them to make available to
the auditing teams all documents, re-
turns and information etc. required for
audit. Therefore, it is necessary that the
proposed GST law adequately em-
powers the revenue authorities to
render required support and assistance
to audit. I have already conveyed this to
the government.

On our part, we are planning restruc-
turing of our revenue audit arrange-
ments, so as to best serve the require-
ment of the new taxation regime. That
would include issues of capacity-build-

ing, data access and analysis, reorienta-
tion of audit methodology and proced-
ures and developing end-to-end IT
solutions.

What is the agenda of the
Commonwealth Auditors General
Conference in Delhi thismonth?

■ We are hosting the Commonwealth
Auditors General Conference as its cur-
rent chair. It will be held from 21st to
23rd of March in Delhi. Leveraging tech-
nology in public audit and environment
audit are two themes of the conference.
Over 40 countries are expected to parti-
cipate. I am hopeful that the conference
will help in fostering partnerships
amongst Commonwealth countries for
capacity development in public audit.

For the first time CAG auditors are
auditing the UNheadquarters. How is
thework progressing, whenwill it be
over? And how challenging is it?

■ Yes, it is quite creditable that for the
first time, India is entrusted with the re-
sponsibility of auditing UN headquar-
ters. We started this work in September
2016 when our risk assessment team
visited New York. The audit is in pro-
gress and 11 teams are engaged in this
whole exercise. The report for the year
2016 will be completed by May 2017.
The audit of UN headquarters involves
multifarious operations, sometimes
overlapping, and encompassing the sec-
retariat functions and field operations
as well as special political missions. This
complexity of UN operations, reflected
in the number of financial statements,
makes the job of auditing quite
challenging.

You have taken over as the Chairman
of the UNBoard of Auditors from
January 1 for a period of two years.
What does the role entail?

● As Chairman, my job is to report audit
findings of the Board of Auditors to the
General Assembly through the Advisory
Committee on Administrative and
Budgetary Questions, which is a com-
mittee like our Public Accounts Com-
mittee. Currently, Auditors General of
Germany and Tanzania are the other
two members on the Board. I chair the
meetings of the Board. Our job is to
provide independent assurance to the
General Assembly on matters relating to
proper use of resources by the
management.

Full interview available on www.thehindu.com

‘We will seek audit of the iscal impact of demonetisation’
The CAG talks about his oice’s expanding role, from cricket to the UN, over and above its primary mandate of monitoring government expenditure

Josy Joseph

<> It is necessary that the

proposed GST law adequately

empowers the revenue

authorities to render required

support and assistance to

audit. I have conveyed this to

the government.

THE WEDNESDAY INTERVIEW: SHASHI KANT SHARMA

<> We are waiting for a

communication from BCCI or

Justice Lodha Committee. A

view onwhether the nominee

will be a serving auditor will be

taken at the right time

V
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Super-
intelligence/
Science

The apex of machine tech-
nology advancing to the
point of exceeding human-
level intelligence. It’s
linked to the related idea
of a singularity. Philosoph-
ers, who worry about such
matters, say that 90% of
the world’s authorities on
artificial intelligence ex-
pect superintelligence to
emerge by 2075-2090.
Even a single superintelli-
gent being will likely signal
the end of man because it
could create clones and
use Earth’s resources for
its own benefit or calculate
that, say, protecting the
earth from climate change
is more important than the
survival of people, and
force events to achieve this
outcome.
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An unidentified person in-
terviewed the passenger
who said in the video:
“There was a loud explosion
and I could see people fall-
ing on each other. The im-
pact of the blast was great as
the train caught fire and the
roof was badly damaged.”

Earlier, Uttar Pradesh
DGP Javeed Ahmed told The
Hindu, “We have cornered
one extremist who is linked
to the group involved in the
blast. We are trying to arrest
another suspect who is
armed and holed up in a
house in Thakurganj area of
Lucknow. (He was later
killed).”

However, he said, the
Madhya Pradesh train blast
was not linked to the Kan-
pur train accident that
claimed over 140 lives. Bihar
Police had then claimed that
the train was derailed in
Kanpur at the behest of
Pakistan’s ISI.

The National Investiga-
tion Agency is investigating
the claims and is yet to con-

clude the investigations.
The Union Home Min-

istry has sought a report
from the Madhya Pradesh
police.

Home Secretary Rajiv
Mehrishi briefed Home Min-
ister Rajnath Singh, who
represents Lucknow in the
Lok Sabha, regarding the
explosion.

According to residents in
Lucknow, over 30 police-
men started vacating the
houses in the locality at
around 3.30 p.m. to corner
the suspects, PTI reported.

Man shot dead in U.P.
after train blast

Rajnath Singh

Britjo was one of the six fish-
ermen on board a mechan-
ised boat fishing on the high
seas between Katchatheevu
and Danushkodi on Monday
night when the Sri Lankan
Navy allegedly opened fire
at them. He was hit by a bul-
let in his throat, while oth-
ers escaped by lying in the
bottom of the boat, fisher-
men leaders said.

Finding Britjo profusely
bleeding, fishermen rushed
back to the shore in a bid to
provide him medical assist-
ance but he succumbed to
the injury in mid-sea. They
brought the body ashore
half past midnight. After
post-mortem at the govern-
ment hospital in
Rameswaram, doctors re-
moved a bullet embedded in
his neck and the type of
weapon used was being as-
sessed, police said.

Sarone (37), another fish-
erman who suffered injuries
in his hand, was admitted to
the government headquar-
ters hospital in Ramanath-
apuram.

Doctors and police said
he had not suffered any bul-
let injury and it appeared he
had bruised his hand on the
fishing rope. The six had set
out for ‘night fishing’ on
Monday evening and it was
around 10 p.m. when they
were allegedly shot.

Meanwhile, fishermen
leaders, after an emergency
meeting in Rameswaram,
decided not to accept the
body till the Centre and Sri
Lankan government gave an
explanation for the loss of
life and came out with a last-
ing solution to the more
than three-decade problem.

District Collector S. Nata-
rajan and Superintendent of
Police N. Manivannan after
visiting the mortuary, as-
sured the fishermen leaders
that the government would
take necessary action and
urged them to accept the
body.

The leaders, however,
said they would not accept it
till the Centre came out with
a solution to protect their
livelihood and gave an as-
surance that such an incid-
ent would not recur.

“We will continue the
peaceful agitation till we get
satisfactory response from
the governments,” P. Sesu
Raja, a mechanised boat
fishermen leader said. He
urged the general public
and student community,
who fought for jallikattu, to
express their solidarity with
them.

Besides family members
of the deceased, tens of
hundreds of fishermen
gathered in front of the
Thangachimadam church.

Rameswaram fumes
at isherman’s killing

Urging safety for Tamil Nadu
fishermen, India sent its
High Commissioner to meet
Sri Lankan Prime Minister
Ranil Wickremesinghe in
Colombo on Tuesday. The
diplomatic step came after
the killing of a Tamil Nadu
fisherman, allegedly by the
Sri Lankan Navy on Monday.

“The Government of India
is deeply concerned at the
killing of an Indian fisher-
man. Our High Commis-
sioner to Sri Lanka has taken
up the matter with the Prime
Minister of Sri Lanka. The Sri
Lankan Navy has promised a
full and thorough investiga-
tion,” a government source
told the media.

In the high seas
The government-level re-
sponse came after the death
of a 21-year old fisherman
who was allegedly fired at by
the Sri Lankan Navy near
Rameswaram on Monday.
Several other fishermen
were injured. Local people
said the boat was in the high
seas at the time of the
incident.

Sri Lankan authorities
denied that the Navy shot
the Indian national, but
maintained that they were
authorised to counter poach-

ing. Sri Lanka Navy Captain
Samindha Valaguluge was
quoted by a television chan-
nel as saying, “Our boats are
not authorised to open fire.
But we have been instructed
to arrest fishermen and seize
their boats if they cross the
border.”

The incident has, how-
ever, spotlighted the expec-
ted visit of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to Colombo
in May to participate in

Buddhist ceremonies.
This is the first incident of

killing of an Indian fisher-
man after the January 2
agreement when both sides
agreed to discuss the issue of
releasing fishing vessels in
each other’s custody.

Pact for peace
The agreement, which was
reached following the first
Joint Working Group ( JWG)
meeting of December 31,

2016, had also decided to
prevent “physical harm” to
the fishermen and opening
of a “hotline” for quick dis-
cussion and response to
crises. Sri Lanka had deman-
ded that Indian fishermen
stop bottom trawling fishing
technique, which it con-
siders unsustainable.

The next JWGmeeting will
be held in Colombo in April
for a comprehensive review
of the fishermen’s issue.

Envoymeets Sri Lankan PM
Island nation denies hand in killing, but says it will counter poaching activities

Bolt from the blue: Fishermen carry their fellowmates whowere injured in iring by the
Sri Lankan Navy near Rameswaram. L. BALACHANDAR

Kallol Bhattacherjee

NEW DELHI

Sri Lanka has assured India
of cooperation in the invest-
igation into the shooting of a
Rameswaram-based fisher-
man K. Britjo, on Monday.

Sri Lanka’s Foreign Min-
istry on Tuesday said initial
investigations indicated that
the Sri Lankan Navy “was
not involved in the incid-
ent”, but noted that irre-
spective of the parties in-
volved, it was a matter of
grave concern.

Extends cooperation
“All possible action will be
taken, in cooperation with
the relevant Indian authorit-
ies, to investigate this incid-
ent utilising GPS technology
as well,” an official state-
ment said.

On allegations that the Sri
Lankan Navy opened fire, its
spokesman, Lieutenant-
Commander Chaminda
Walakuluge, told The Hindu:
“No Navy personnel is au-
thorised to shoot poaching
fishermen. They cannot
open fire without a clear-
ance from the Navy Com-
mander. They only have
permission to round up
trawlers found poaching,
and arrest the fishermen,”

Responding to reports
that small boats of the Sri
Lankan Navy targeted the
Tamil Nadu fishermen, the
Navy, in an official state-
ment, said its patrols in the
northern waters were con-
ducted by fast attack craft
and fast gunboats.

“At no time are small
boats being engaged for
patrols off the northern wa-
ters, since Indian trawlers
are quite large,” it said.

Asked if the Navy had
heard of the shooting incid-
ent from its personnel, the
Lieutenant-Commander
said that while he sawmedia
reports, there was no such
update from his patrol
teams.

Colombo says
it is concerned
‘Navy men not authorised to shoot’

Meera Srinivasan

Colombo

K. Britjo

The Swadeshi Jagaran
Manch (SJM), on Tuesday,
objected to the Union Food
Processing Ministry’s recom-
mendation for foreign direct
investment in food and non-
food products under the
multi-brand retail policy.

The RSS-affiliated organ-
isation demanded that
Union Food Processing Min-
ister Harsimrat Kaur Badal
be sacked for making the
recommendation.

On the sidelines of a
meeting of State Food Pro-
cessing Ministers here on
Monday, Ms. Badal told
presspersons that the Min-
istry had sent the recom-
mendation to the Union
Cabinet and it expected ap-
provals before November.

She said several countries
had asked for the inclusion
of several food and non-food
items in multi-brand retail.

India allows 51% FDI for
multi-brand retail, but only
food products manufac-
tured in India could be sold
here.

Ashwani Mahajan of the
SJM told The Hindu that the
organisation had severe ob-
jections to the recommenda-
tion.

He tweeted that Ms. Badal

should be sacked from the
Union Cabinet for such a re-
commendation. “Even be-
fore the 2014 elections, the
NDA’s position was clear on
this and after it came to
power, there was an assur-
ance that this [opening up of
multi-brand retail] would
not happen. Why then is the
Minister saying these
things,” he said.

‘Irresponsible act’
“Prime Minister Narendra
Modiji should sack this Min-
ister for giving such irre-
sponsible statements on FDI
in retail,” he said.

The SJM has been consist-
ently opposing expansion of
items under FDI especially
in food processing and se-
curity services. The Confed-
eration of All India Traders
(CAIT) had also opposed this
move of FDI in food pro-
cessing when it was first pro-
posed last year.

Harsimrat has recommended FDI in food products

Special Correspondent

New Delhi

Harsimrat Kaur Badal

SJM demands sacking
of Food Minister

The Enforcement Director-
ate (ED) has instituted formal
investigations against 41 In-
dian nationals whose names
cropped up in the Panama
Papers leak for alleged un-
disclosed business interests
in offshore companies. No-
tices have also been served
on several entities to join the
probe.

In at least 20 cases, the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
has confirmed prima facie vi-
olations of the Foreign Ex-
change Management Act
(FEMA) rules by the sus-
pects, mandating further
scrutiny by the Directorate.

The agency, which is also
conducting preliminary in-
quiries in more than 300
cases, is gathering details to

quantify the exact amount
involved.

Indian authorities are also
approaching their counter-
parts abroad to permit use of
the data shared with the In-
come-Tax Department under
the Double Taxation Avoid-
ance Treaty for probing
money laundering offences.
Over 250 requests seeking

information are pending
with the tax authorities.

3 types of violations
Now under investigation are
largely three types of viola-
tions: the first being the in-
corporation of companies
overseas, and the second, ac-
quisition of the majority
shares of such companies, in
contravention of FEMA rules
that were valid till 2013.

If investments for acquir-
ing the shares were not
made through the RBI’s Lib-
eralised Remittance Scheme,
it would amount to yet an-
other violation attracting
penalty.

However, the third and
most serious violation is
opening the accounts of such
companies and using them
to stash slush funds diverted

from various sources
abroad.

The Black Money (Undis-
closed Foreign Income and
Assets) and Imposition of
Tax Act stipulates that even
those who took recourse to
the voluntary disclosure of
income scheme, launched in
2015, will come under the
scanner if they are found to
have not fully declared the
overseas assets they held
during the check period.

The ED has sent 13 re-
quests to the Egmont Group,
an international platform
comprising Financial Intelli-
gence Units of 152 foreign
jurisdictions for secure ex-
change of expertise and fin-
ancial intelligence on money
laundering and terror fund-
ing, seeking information on
suspicious transactions.

41 named in Panama Papers under ED lens
Agency begins investigations against Indian nationals whose names cropped up in the leak

Devesh K. Pandey

New Delhi

DLF owner K.P. Singh’s name
also igures on the list.

A jam-packed courtroom
and 19 questions revolving
around several tweets on al-
leged financial mismanage-
ment in the Delhi and Dis-
tricts Cricket Association
(DDCA) marked Day 2 of the
cross-examination of senior
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
leader Arun Jaitley in his ₹10
crore defamation suit
against Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal.

Senior advocate Ram Jeth-
malani quizzed Mr. Jaitley on
how he “dare not” sue
journalist Madhu Kishwar,
who had tweeted against
him [Mr. Jaitley] on financial
mismanagement at the
DDCA, but had sued Mr.
Kejriwal, who had only re-
tweeted the same.

Grave matter
“The originator Ms. Madhu
Kishwar, you dare not sue.
What do you have to say?”
asked Mr. Jethmalani.

To this, Mr. Jaitley replied,
“Many people on social me-
dia make irresponsible state-
ments about people in pub-
lic life but when a Chief
Minister endorses them, it
becomes a grave and serious
matter. Even false allega-
tions gain credibility. Repeti-
tion of libellous statement
gives me a cause of action
against the person, particu-
larly if he has stature, to take

action against the said
person.”

The BJP leader also said
he had never thought of su-
ing Ms. Kishwar.

Reputation put to test
In a keenly observed cross-
examination before Joint Re-
gistrar Amit Kumar, Mr. Jeth-
malani asked Mr. Jaitley if it
was the first time he had put
his reputation to test in pub-
lic by contesting the Lok
Sabha polls from Amritsar,
which he finally lost.

Mr. Jaitley said the elec-
tion result is not merely a
test of a candidate’s reputa-
tion, considering that the
Defendant No. l (Mr. Kejri-
wal) had lost the same Lok
Sabha election in 2014 by 3.5
lakh votes.

At this, Mr. Jethmalani re-

marked, “I am asking you
about your reputation, you
are commenting about
someone else’s reputation.”

To another question, Mr.
Jaitley said, Defendant No. l
had committed a serious act
of libel through his mali-
cious falsehood alleging that
his wife and daughter were
linked to fake companies,
which was not only false but
took the public discourse to
a very low level.

Mr. Jaitley also acknow-
ledged that several tweets by
Bishan Singh Bedi and Sit-
aram Yechuri were re-
tweeted by Mr. Kejriwal, but
said it in no way concerned
him as they referred to de-
velopments of 2015, and he
had ceased to be the DDCA
president in 2013.

On another question per-
taining to a tweet by Ms.
Kishwar, he said, “The tweet
is highly defamatory and re-
petition by a chief minister
adds greater credibility to
the falsehood contained in
the tweet.”

Mr. Jaitley was asked
abouta letter written by Mr.
Bishan Singh Bedi to the
Prime Minister complaining
against him, and asked if he
could assign any reason for
such a move. Mr. Jaitley said
he had not seen the letter
before and denied all allega-
tions made therein.

The cross-examination
will continue on March 15.

Jethmalani asks why he did not sue originator of statement

Staff Reporter

NEW DELHI

Arun Jaitley

Jaitley quizzed for second
day in defamation case

Growing public interference
in anti-militancy operations
forced the security forces to
call off two anti-militancy
operations in south Kashmir
in the past 24 hours. Mean-
while, the Lashkar-e-Taiba
(LeT) commended the
people for their “new mode
of resistance”.

A search-and-cordon
team of the Army and the
police came under heavy

stone throwing in Kulgam’s
Mohamadpora village on
Tuesday, thus delaying the
operation.

Stone pelting
Police sources said the res-
idents started throwing
stones as the security forces
were throwing a cordon
after a tip-off about milit-
ants’ presence.

“Heavy teargas shelling
was used to disperse pro-
testers from the site,” said a

senior police official. Sev-
eral local people, including
a woman, were injured in
the process.

In a separate incident in
restive Pulwama, an opera-
tion against militants was
called off in the Newa area
after people took to the
streets and threw stones
during the counter-insur-
gency operation. The
Army’s 55 Rashtriya Rifles,
the police’s Special Opera-
tion Group (SOG) and the

CRPF’s 183 Battalion cor-
doned off the area around
10 p.m. on Monday. A tip-
off suggested movement of
LeT militants in the area.

Police sources said the
operation was called off at
night when mosques in the
area started blaring pro-
freedom songs and resid-
ents from many adjacent
villages marched towards
the operation site.

Mehmood Shah, an LeT
spokesman, praised people

for “ensuring the safety of
the militants”. “We won’t
let the people-militant
bond to break. Till people
are in the field, militants
will continue to outsmart
Indian troopers,” said the
LeT spokesman.

Chief Minister Me-
hbooba Mufti said “at least
a dozen youth who had
picked up guns were
brought back to their
homes in the past two or
three months”.

Army and the police come under rain of stones at Mohamadpora village in Kulgam and Pulwama
Peerzada Ashiq

Srinagar

Kashmir anti-militancy ops called of after protests

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday asked the Centre
to place before it in a
sealed cover all six reports
of the Multi-Agency Group
(MAG) constituted to probe
the Panama papers leak
case.

The direction came after
the Centre told a Bench
that the Multi-Agency
Group had completed the
sixth report of its ongoing
probe and the government
was prepared to place all
reports before the court.

File reports
on Panama
probe: SC
Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI

Key activists on Tuesday hit
out at the Centre for linking
entitlements like midday
meals to Aadhaar, even as
the government said that
people would not be denied
benefits till they got an
Aadhaar number.

At a press conference
held here, Dipa Sinha of the
Right to Food Campaign
said, “Why do children have
to be numbered and marked
to get meals. How will
Aadhaar even be applied to
the mid-day meal? Making
Aadhaar mandatory will not
address any of the problems
in the mid-day meal
scheme.”

“Most countries in the
world provide cooked
meals. We in India are saying
that meals will be made in
schools and some children
will eat while the others will
not?” she asked.

However, a release from

the government sought to
clear the air on this.

Mid-day meal scheme
“In the case of the mid-day
meal scheme and the Integ-
rated Child Development
Scheme (ICDS), schools and
anganwadis have been asked
to collect the Aadhaar num-
ber of the children who are
beneficiaries, and in case a
child does not have an
Aadhaar number, the school
or the ICDS functionary will
be required to provide en-
rollment facilities to a child,
and till the Aadhaar number
is assigned, the benefits will
be continued,” the release
said.

It added, “Considering
the usefulness of Aadhaar in
curbing leakages and bring-
ing transparency in the de-
livery system, the govern-
ment has recently issued
orders to use Aadhaar in sev-
eral other welfare schemes.
While these orders require

beneficiaries of these pro-
grammes to give their
Aadhaar number, it has also
been ensured that no one is
deprived of the benefits for
want of Aadhaar.”

Enabler or barrier?
Saying that more than 112
crore people now had an
Aadhaar number, the release
added: “With such wide and
extensive coverage, Aadhaar
has become an important
tool of transformation, good
governance and empower-
ment of people. It ensures
that the benefits reach only
deserving and entitled indi-
viduals, and are not
cornered away by fake per-
sons and middlemen.”

Aadhaar has created
enormous barriers to access
hard-won legal entitlements,
the activists however said,
underlining that the Su-
preme Court had laid down
that it could be made
mandatory.

Activists hit out at govt. for
linking Aadhaar to entitlements

None will be denied services till they get number, says govt

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI
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President to award
Rajasthan Minister
JAIPUR

President Pranab Mukherjee
will give away the Nari Shakti
Puraskar to Rajasthan
Minister of State for Women
and Child Development,
Anita Bhadel, at the
Rashtrapati Bhavan on
Wednesday on the occasion
of International Women’s
Day. Rajasthan has been
selected for its work on
improving child sex ratio.PTI

IN BRIEF

‘Misuse of antibiotics
hazardous to patients’
SRINAGAR

Kashmir’s prominent doctors’
body, Doctors Association
Kashmir (DAK), on Tuesday
warned that “rampant misuse
of antibiotics, even for minor
sore throats, sinus discharges,
is leading to growing
resistance among patients.”
PTI

Arunachal BJP chief held
with cash at Guwahati
NEW DELHI

Tapir Gao, president of BJP’s
Arunachal Pradesh unit, was
on Tuesday “intercepted” by
the Income Tax Department
at the Guwahati airport with
₹10.5 lakh in cash, upon his
return from poll-bound
Manipur, the CISF said. PTI

PAU develops country’s
first Bt cotton varieties
CHANDIGARH

Punjab Agricultural
University, Ludhiana on
Tuesday said it has
successfully developed the
country’s first Bt cotton
varieties. The ICAR has
identified three varieties,
namely PAU Bt 1, F1861 and
RS 2013, for cultivation in
Punjab, Haryana, Rajasthan. It
is a cheaper alternative to Bt
cotton hybrid seed. PTI

Army’s flag march after
AASU office ransacked
GUWAHATI

The Army staged a flag march
at Silapathar in Assam’s
Dhemaji district on Tuesday
after members of an
organisation ransacked the
office of the All-Assam
Students Union (AASU)
demanding Indian citizenship
for Hindu Bengalis who came
from Bangladesh after 1971.

The Central Bureau of In-
vestigation has booked two
Union Bank of India (UBI)
managers, a director and
two proprietors of Mumbai-
based bullion and jewellery
firms for alleged illegal con-
version of ₹85 crore in de-
monetised notes using the
banking channel.

The accused named in the
FIR are Ashok Kumar Dh-
abhai, Deputy General Man-
ager with UBI’s regional of-
fice in Mumbai; K.
Shivashankarrao, the bank’s
Branch Manager in Mum-
bai’s Zaveri Bazar; Rakesh
Patel, owner of Pihu Gold;
Mayur Deepak Chawla,
owner of Satnam Jewellers;
and Amit Sampat, director

of Pushpak Bullion. Pushpak
Bullion has also been named
as an accused.

IPC, PCA invoked
The CBI has invoked various
provisions of the Indian
Penal Code and the Preven-
tion of Corruption Act, al-
leging that ₹47.45 crore and
₹37.15 crore in cash were
fraudulently shown to have
been deposited in the Zaveri
Bazar-UBI accounts of two
private firms between
November 15 and December
26 last year. The bank re-
cords were allegedly fabric-
ated to evade detection.
“The amounts were further
shown as to have been trans-
ferred to another private
firm based at Jewel World in
Zaveri Bazar, a Non-Perform-

ing Assets account with the
UBI,” said a CBI official.

According to the agency,
the cash in demonetised
notes was directly deposited
into the currency chest of
the UBI, showing outright
purchase of gold from
Standard Chartered Bank by
another company.

“The huge cash was de-
posited in the currency
chest by representatives of
the said firms in an alleged
conspiracy with the two
bank managers, in violation
of the RBI guidelines issued
on November 8 last year, an-
nouncing demonetisation of
₹500 and ₹1,000 denomina-
tions,” said the official. The
agency has conducted
searches on the offices and
residences of the accused.

Records were allegedly fabricated to evade detection

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

CBI books 2 bank oicials
for illegal transactions

Wadib Saraiya is a typical vil-
lage in the Jangipur constitu-
ency on the eastern fringes
of Uttar Pradesh in Ghazipur
district, known for its opium
factory, martyrs and proxim-
ity to the Ganga. It has ter-
rible roads, unreliable power
supply, high levels of unem-
ployment and poverty. The
area is also among the top
locations in the entire State
with dense Yadav popula-
tions, making the SP’s tradi-
tional Yadav-Muslim com-
bine an alluring prospect.

A dozen workers of the
Samajwadi Party have
gathered in the village for a
door-to-door campaign.
They start by visiting some
Yadav homes, where they
are treated to fresh jaggery
and water. “You didn’t need
to campaign here. Go to the
other castes,” says a Yadav
patriarch, pledging his
support.

After moving past the rel-
atively prosperous Yadav
corners, rich with buffaloes
and pucca houses, the work-
ers enter the poverty-
stricken busties of Dalits and
most backward castes.

Verbal duel
The SP cadre then discover a
couple of donkeys tied out-
side a Prajapati house. With
the verbal duel over the an-
imal between Akhilesh Ya-
dav and Narendra Modi fresh
in their mind, they cannot
resist clicking selfies with the
donkeys.

Some of them even post
the pictures on social media,

mocking Mr. Modi with their
captions.

So far so good. They soon
come to a Bind house. Binds
are a most backward caste
associated with riverine life.

The Bind couple do not
look too interested and the
husband conveys to the
workers that he prefers a
Mayawati government.

Not wasting much time,
the SP workers move on to
another house where a Bind
woman is busy with her
daily chores. A ration bag
with Akhilesh’s face marked
on its hangs over her head.
“Didi, aapka aashirwad
Akhilesh Yadav ke saath hi
hona chaiye,” an SP worker
shouts cheerfully. The wo-
man nods back with a smile.

After the SP workers pass,
I ask the woman if she would

vote for Akhilesh and if she
had benefited under his rule.
“I will vote for BJP. Modi
speaks for the poor and has
provided women with cook-
ing gas,” she says, complain-
ing of the ‘free rein’ given to
Yadavs under the SP. What
about the Akhilesh Yadav
bag hanging over her head?
“Oh, that I purchased from
the market,” she replies.

Muslim response
The boys then enter the
Muslim pocket of the village,
indicated by the minaret of
the mosque. The Muslims,
too, give a positive response.
However, when I approach
them later individually, they
change their tone. “They hu-
miliated Mukhtar, denied
ticket to Shadab Fatima
[former SP Minister from

neighbouring Zahoorabad].
We are with the Ansaris,
they have supported us dur-
ing our tough times, it is our
farz to stand by them today.
Even if the Ansaris go to the
BJP we will support them,”
says Ehsan, a worker.

Thumpingmandate
In 2012, the SP registered a
thumping mandate across
Ghazipur, winning six out of
its seven seats. It secured the
Jangipur seat by over 9,000
votes and in the by-poll last
year secured an even larger
win. However, due to a num-
ber of factors, this time the
party is having to sweat it
out in almost all seats of
Ghazipur. With the district
among those going to the
polls on Wednesday, it
provides us an insight into
the larger battle that was
fought in Purvanchal.

Be it testing the BJP alli-
ance partners, the Yadav
family feud, infighting within
the SP, change in caste calcu-
lus, the importance of the
non-Yadav backward vote,
Akhilesh Yadav’s appeal, the
BSP’s outreach among
Muslims, or the revival of a
traditional rivalry of the kin
of musclemen, Ghazipur has
it all.

In Jangipur, a survey of
Kushwaha-Maurya respond-
ents revealed their over-
whelming preference for the
BJP due to the promotion of
Keshav Maurya as the party
State president.

Results in its bastions like
Ghazipur would to a big ex-
tent determine if the SP re-
peats its 2012 performance.

The Ghazipur test for SP
The result here will determine if the party repeats its 2012 performance

In themelting pot: SP cadres on a door-to-door campaign at
Wadib Saraiya in Jangipur on Tuesday. RAJEEV BHATT

Omar Rashid

Ghazipur

Yet another video of a jawan
complaining against some
officers’ misuse of the
sahayak system in the Army
has surfaced on social media
with the soldier alleging that
he was punished for refusing
to do the duties of an or-
derly.

In response, the Army
said Sepoy Sindhav Jogidas
Lakhubhai had never been
employed as a “buddy” of
any officer, and rejected the
“allegations” of “ill-treat-
ment” of jawans by superi-
ors as “false and baseless”.

According to the Army
statement, Sepoy Lakhubhai
of the Army Medical Corps
(AMC) is employed in the

trade of ‘Housekeeper’ and
has rendered nearly three
years of service in the Army.

“Some officers in the
Army treat their sahayaks as
slaves. They are forced to do
everything. Those who open
their mouth are punished,”
the jawan alleged in the
video. He goes on to say that
he was asked to do orderly
duties after being late from
leave by two days and pun-
ished when he refused to do
so.

Sepoy Lakhubhai said he
did not wish to put this on

social media and ap-
proached the Prime Minis-
ter’s Office (PMO) and De-
fence Minister’s office.

“On January 21, 2016, I ap-
proached the PMO and
when reply came, disciplin-
ary action was taken against
me. Court of Inquiry was
ordered twice and I was har-
assed for a year. I still kept
quiet,” Jawan Jogidas said in
the video.

He said he had later writ-
ten to Army Chief Gen Bipin
Rawat but there was no
reply.

In its statement the Army
said Jogidas was fined for un-
authorised absence from
duty after he was “late in re-
joining duties after availing
the leave for 2015.”

Oicers treat sahayaks as
slaves, says jawan in video
Army rejects charge, says sepoy has never been a ‘buddy’

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI <> They are forced to

do everything and

punished if they

open their mouth

After hectic campaigning for
the Assembly polls in Uttar
Pradesh, Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi on Tuesday em-
barked on a two-day visit to
his home State of Gujarat,
where he inaugurated a pet-
rochemical plant in Dahej
and India’s longest cable-
stayed bridge across the Nar-
mada in Bharuch.

With an eye on the As-

sembly polls to be held later
this year, Mr. Modi said his
government at the Centre
was helping the State in
boosting its infrastructure
and had cleared new pro-
jects to help Gujarat.

While inaugurating the
bridge in Bharuch, Mr. Modi
announced that the Central
government would convert
eight 1,200-km State high-
ways into National highways

crore. “Be it the road sector
or railways, work is happen-
ing at a much quicker pace
since we assumed office, and
the pace of highways con-
struction is up 11 times to 22
km per day from merely 2
km per day,” Mr. Modi said,
while throwing open the
bridge on the Mumbai-Delhi
national highway.

Interestingly, the bridge
inaugurated by the Prime

ing the United Progressive
Alliance (UPA) regime when
Congress leader from
Bharuch, Ahmed Patel, had
raised the issue of heavy
traffic and the need for a
new bridge.

In Dahej, a major indus-
trial hub near Bharuch, Mr.
Modi dedicated to the nation
the newpetrochemical com-
plex OPaL, built with an in-
vestment of ₹27,000 crore

PM on two-day visit to Gujarat
Inaugurates petrochemical plant and India’s largest cable-stayed bridge

Mahesh Langa

AHMEDABAD

India had the highest bribery rate
among the 16 Asia-Pacific countries
surveyed by Transparency Interna-
tional between July 2015 and January
2017, with nearly seven in 10 people
who had accessed public services in
the country during the period paying
a bribe. As much as 69% of the study
group in India said they had paid a
bribe, given a gift or done a favour to
receive services. Vietnam follows with
65%, Thailand 41% and Pakistan 40%.
China reported a much lower 26%.

Japan scores
Japan had the lowest incidence of
bribery at 0.2 per cent. South Korea
and Australia recorded 3% each, Hong
Kong 2% and Taiwan 6%. While 46%
to 60% of Indians said they paid
bribes for various public services, in-
cluding in public schools and hospit-
als and for getting IDs, voter cards and
permits and accessing utilities and the
police, 31% to 45% said they paid

bribes for court services as well.
The survey was conducted among

more than 21,000 people in the re-
gion. “More than 900 million people
in the 16 Asia-Pacific places surveyed
have paid a bribe in the last year, or
more than one in four people, when
accessing basic services like medicine,
education or water,” the survey said.

“The results from across the region
show that it is a key law and order in-
stitution — the police — that was
thought to suffer most from corrup-
tion,” the survey said. While nearly
two in five said the police were mostly
or entirely corrupt (39%), many
people in the region also perceived
political decision-makers at both the
national and local level to be highly
corrupt, it added.

Over a third said that their legislat-
ive representatives , officials and local
councillors were highly corrupt (from
35 to 37 per cent). Religious leaders
were seen as far cleaner, with fewer
than one in five saying they were
highly corrupt (18 per cent).

India irst in bribery
rate, says global NGO
Survey conducted among 16 Asia-Paciic nations

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

In wake of increased student protests,
the Benaras Hindu University (BHU)
has sought security cover from the
Central Industrial Security Force
(CISF), the central force’s Director
General O.P. Singh said on Tuesday.

“We are examining the proposal;
there are issues like jurisdiction of
local police that need to be sorted out
first,” Mr. Singh told a press confer-
ence on Tuesday.

Over a dozen vital installations, in-
cluding an ISRO station in Port Blair
and 10 airports, will soon be brought
under armed CISF cover. Last year,
the force provided security to the

Bank Note Paper Mill India (P) Limited
in Mysore, engaged in printing new
currency notes, post the demonetisa-
tion announcement.

The force, tasked with securing
civil airports and critical installations
in the aerospace and nuclear sector, is
also raising a Special Tactics Wing
(STW) to impart enhanced combat
training to its commandos.

In the private sector, the force will
soon take charge of security at the Re-
liance Corporate Park in Navi Mum-
bai, which was approved by the gov-
ernment recently. The force, a senior
official said, is considering around 50
requests from the private and public
sector units for protection.

After student protests,
BHU seeks CISF cover

Force to raise a Special Tactics Wing

Special Correspondent

New Delhi
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WORLD

China calls Dalai Lama
a ‘deceptive actor’
BEIJING

China's Foreign Ministry
called the Dalai Lama a
“deceptive actor” on Tuesday,
after the spiritual leader said
in an interview that Chinese
hardliners have parts of their
brains missing. Ministry
spokesman Geng Shuan said:
“He’s good at performing,
deceptively.” REUTERS

ELSEWHERE

North Korea closed its bor-
ders on Tuesday to Malaysi-
ans who want to leave the
country, spurring Malaysia
to issue a retaliatory order
and drawing hundreds of or-
dinary people into an in-
creasingly bitter diplomatic
battle over the killing of an
exiled member of North
Korea’s ruling family.

Malaysian Prime Minister
Najib Razak denounced
North Korea’s order as a vi-
olation of international law,
calling it “an abhorrent act,
effectively holding our cit-
izens hostage”. The police
have been ordered to stop
North Koreans from leaving
Malaysia “until we are as-
sured of the safety and se-
curity of all Malaysians in
North Korea”, Mr. Najib said
in a statement.

Unprecedented move
The sudden diplomatic es-
calation came more than
two weeks after Kim Jong-
nam, the long-exiled half
brother of North Korea’s
ruler, was killed in a poison
attack at the Kuala Lumpur
airport. “I can’t think of any-
thing like this” happening
for years, said Lalit Mans-
ingh, a New Delhi-based
scholar and long-time top In-
dian diplomat, said of North
Korea’s directive. “This is
way out of normal diplo-
matic practice.”

But North Korea has a
long history of surprising
the international com-
munity.

“It’s the North Korean
way of doing things dramatic
intimidating gestures and
then waiting for the other
side to plead for some con-
cessions,” said Leszek
Buszynski, a national secur-
ity scholar at Australian Na-
tional University who has
written extensively on North
Korean diplomacy.

Officials in Kuala Lumpur
say there are 11 Malaysians
currently in North Korea —
three working at the em-
bassy, two UN employees
and six family members.
About 1,000 North Koreans
are believed to be in Malay-

sia, until recently one of the
few countries where North
Koreans could travel without
a visa.

Malaysia’s investigation
into Kim Jong-nam’s death
has infuriated North Korea,
which has dismissed the in-
quiry as politically motiv-
ated and demanded the

body be turned over to them
immediately. North Korea’s
surprise order came on
Tuesday morning, when the
official Korean Central News
Agency said the country was
banning Malaysians from
leaving “until the safety of
the diplomats and citizens of
[North Korea] in Malaysia is

fully guaranteed through the
fair settlement of the case”.

It was not clear, however,
what would constitute a
“fair settlement”.

North Korea said Malay-
sia’s diplomats and citizens
“may work and live nor-
mally” during the temporary
exit ban.

N. Korea, Malaysia ban each
other’s citizens from leaving
Pyongyang demands a ‘fair settlement’ of the Kim Jong-nammurder case

Worsening ties:Malaysian police cordon of the North Korean embassy in Kuala Lumpur after
the diplomatic battle between the two countries escalated on Tuesday. AP

Associated Press

Kuala Lumpur Protesters gathered outside
theWhite House onMonday
night, carrying placards that
said: ‘DeportWhite National-
ists’, hours after President
Donald Trump issued a new
executive order barring
travel from six Muslim ma-
jority countries to the U.S.

The first ban in January
led to a massive public out-
rage, but this time responses
are muted as the ban has not
come into effect immedi-
ately and therewas no confu-
sion or crises at airports. The
new order replaces the Janu-
ary order that was struck
down by the judiciary. Sev-
eral Democratic lawmakers
and ethnic, religious and
civil rights organisations said
the neworderwas discrimin-
atory, but no judicial chal-
lenge has beenmounted yet.
Democratic National Com-
mittee chairman Tom Perez
addressed protesters outside
White House.

Mayor Rahm Emanuel of
Chicago said in a statement
that the new executive order
was “a wolf in sheep’s cloth-
ing”.

“It is a betrayal of our na-
tion’s values that our govern-
ment would slam the door
on refugees fleeing war,
death and unimaginable
conditions, that our govern-
ment would divide families,
and that our government
would attempt to exclude
people based on their reli-
gion,” he said.

T’ruah, an organisation of
Jewish rabbis that campaigns
for human rights, organised
a protest at the TrumpTower
in New York. In a statement,
the organisation said: “As
Jews, who know what it
means to be targeted by dis-
criminatory laws, we stand

firmly with refugees fleeing
war, persecution, and eco-
nomic strife.” The rabbis re-
called that the situation
faced byMuslims in America
todaywas similar to what the
Jews faced when the Immig-
ration Act of 1924, deemed
them “suspicious” or “dan-
gerous”. The National Ira-
nian American Council said
that the travel ban amounts
to egging on people to com-
mitmore acts of hate anddis-
crimination “by making dis-
crimination against us
official U.S. policy”. Iran is
one of the six barred
countries.

Indian-American law-
makers Senator Kamala Har-
ris and Representative Pram-
ila Jayapal also said in
separate statements that the
new order does not make
America safe.

Meanwhile, Khizr Khan,
father of a martyred Amer-
ican solider whose campaign
against Mr. Trump during
last year’s election campaign
created a national sensation,
cancelled a scheduled speak-
ing trip to Canada following a
U.S government decision to
review his travel privileges.

Muted response to order as it hasn’t been implemented yet

Varghese K. George

Washington

The travel privileges of Khizr
Khan, father of a fallen U.S.
soldier, are under review.

Rights groups, Democrats
oppose latest travel ban

The U.S. House Republicans
unveiled a long-awaited le-
gislation on Monday that
could repeal and replace
Obamacare, largely under
the framework that Presid-
entDonaldTrump laid out in
his recent address.

The ‘American Health
Care Act’ seeks to dismantle
several of the core aspects of
the earlier piece of legisla-
tion, including ending some
subsidies and taxes.

The new bill would pre-
serve two popular Obama-
care elements: prohibiting
health insurers from deny-
ing a cover to people with
pre-existing conditions, and
allowing dependents to re-
main on their parents’ plans
until they are 26.

“After years of Obama-

care’s broken promises,
House Republicans took an
important step,” House En-
ergy and Commerce Com-
mittee chairman Greg
Walden said in a statement.

Republicans, however,
have not provided a cost fig-
ure for the new plan, or es-
timates on howmanypeople
might be covered. The legis-
lation requires passage by
the House of Representat-
ives andSenate before it goes
to Trump for his signature.

Under the new bill, U.S.
citizens would receive tax
credits between $2,000 and
$14,000 per year that could
help low-andmiddle-income
families gain access to health
insurance.

Several Republican gov-
ernors havewarned that the
new plan could leave their
state budgets in tatters.

GOP comes up with road
map to replace Obamacare
Agence France-Presse

Washington

WikiLeaks on Tuesday
published thousands of
documents purportedly
taken from the Central In-
telligence Agency’s Center
for Cyber Intelligence, a
dramatic release that ap-
pears to expose intimate
details of America’s
cyberespionage toolkit.

It was not immediately
clear how WikiLeaks ob-
tained the information,
which included more than
8,700 documents and files.
The CIA tools, if authentic,
could undermine the con-
fidence that consumers
have in the safety and se-
curity of their computers,
mobile devices and even
smart TVs.

WikiLeaks said the ma-
terial came from “an isol-
ated, high-security net-
work situated inside the
CIA’s Center for Cyber In-
telligence in Langley, Vir-
ginia.” It didn’t say how the
files were removed, such as
possibly by a rogue em-
ployee, by hacking a fed-
eral contractor working for
the CIA or breaking into a
staging server where such
hacking tools might be
temporarily stored.

The more than 8,000
documents cover a host of
technical topics, including
what appears to be a dis-
cussion about how to com-
promise smart televisions
and turn them into impro-
vised surveillance devices.
WikiLeaks said the data
also include details on the
agency’s efforts to subvert
American software
products and smart-
phones, including Apple’s
iPhone, Google’s Android
and Microsoft Windows.

The information dump
could not immediately be
authenticated by The Asso-
ciated Press, and the CIA
declined comment.

But the whistleblowing
site has a long track record
of releasing top secret gov-
ernment documents.

WikiLeaks
publishes
CIA trove
Associated Press

Washington

Hunt on for man who
killed child, bragged
BERLIN

The German police on
Tuesday launched a manhunt
for a 19-year-old man
suspected of stabbing a
nine-year-old boy to death
and bragging about it in an
online video. The child’s body
was found in the suspect’s
basement on Monday in the
town of Herne. AFP

EU court: States can
deny visas to refugees
LUXEMBOURG

The EU’s top court ruled on
Tuesday that states can deny
visa to people trying to enter
to claim asylum. The verdict
was passed in a case of a
Syrian family trying to come
to Belgium, and it is being
seen as a test case for EU
countries dealing with an
influx of refugees. PTI

Malaysia foiled planned
attack on ‘Arab royals’
PENANG

Malaysian police said on
Tuesday that it foiled a
planned attack on “Arab
royals” visiting Kuala Lumpur
last month. Police chief
Khalid Abu Bakar said some
Yemenis were suspected of
planning the attacks on Arab
royals. The raids came days
before Saudi Arabia’s King
Salman visited the country. AP

South Sudan facing
ethnic cleansing: UN
KAMPALA

A United Nations report has
said that South Sudan is
teetering on the edge of
genocide and ethnic
cleansing. The report blamed
security forces for violations
and warned that if no one is
held to account, “the viability
of South Sudan... will be
stymied.” AP

Crunch time: (From left) Spanish PMMariano Rajoy, German Chancellor Angela Merkel, French President Francois Hollande and
Italian PrimeMinister Paolo Gentiloni at the Hall of Mirrors of the Versailles castle, near Paris, onMonday. Their meeting was
spurred by calls to strengthen the EU in the face of Britain's exit from the bloc and rising euroscepticism. AP
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Meeting in the gilded halls

The Commonwealth is
launching an initiative to
help member states tackle
domestic violence, which it
said remained a “stubborn
stain” on communities, dis-
proportionately impacting
women.

The “Peace in the home”
programme will include
toolkits to help governments
across the Commonwealth
involve multiple agencies —
such as schools, doctors and
hospitals, as well as govern-
ment — and law enforce-
ment agencies to work to-
gether effectively, and will
help countries highlight and
share details of initiatives
that had been particularly
successful at dealing with
domestic violence.

There will also be a ment-
oring programme for wo-
men, and an initiative to ad-
dress the issue of violence

around elections and polit-
ics. The programme, which
is being launched on Wo-
men’s Day, will continue
through till 2018, when
there is expected to be an
accord on ending domestic
violence in the
Commonwealth.

“When we understand
that 38% of women
murdered globally were
killed by an intimate part-
ner, this should shock us all
into action,” Baroness Patri-
cia Scotland, who took over
as Commonwealth Secretary
General last year, said in a
statement. “The Common-
wealth initiative will build a
coalition of governments,
businesses, human rights in-
stitutions, civil society and
individual citizens to choral
our efforts to address do-
mestic violence.”

She added that the secret-
ariat would also launch an
initiative to map the eco-

nomic cost of domestic viol-
ence in Commonwealth
countries, as well as focus
on strengthening laws pro-
tecting women and girls
across the group.

She pointed to the legal
resource book on domestic
violence — setting out what
constitutes violence against
women and the intersection
of national and international
human rights laws — piloted
by the Secretariat in East
Africa last year, and said that
there were plans to roll it out
across the rest of the
Commonwealth.

Baroness Scotland has
made tackling violence
against women, which the
UN estimates one in three
women has suffered from in
one form or another, a prior-
ity since taking office. She
has set the aim of seeing do-
mestic violence in member
states fall by “double digit
percentages”.

In 2018, it may come up with pact on ending the scourge
Vidya Ram

LONDON

Commonwealth unveils initiative
to stamp out domestic violence

U.S. missile launchers and
other equipment needed to
set up a controversial mis-
sile defence system have ar-
rived in South Korea, the
U.S. and South Korean mil-
itaries said on Tuesday, a
day after North Korea test-
launched four ballistic mis-
siles into the ocean near Ja-
pan.

The plans to deploy the
Terminal High-Altitude
Area Defence system, or
THAAD, within this year
have angered not only
North Korea, but also China
and Russia, which see the
system’s powerful radars as
a security threat.

China responded

quickly, saying it will take
“necessary measures” to
protect itself and warning
that the U.S. and South
Korea should be prepared
to bear the consequences.

In self defence
Washington and Seoul say
the system is defensive and
not meant to be a threat to
Beijing or Moscow. The U.S.
military said in a statement
that THAAD can intercept
and destroy short and me-
dium range ballistic mis-
siles during the last part of
their flights.

“Continued provocative
actions by North Korea, to
include yesterday’s launch
of multiple missiles, only
confirm the prudence of

our alliance decision last
year to deploy THAAD to
South Korea,” Adm. Harry
Harris, head of the U.S. Pa-
cific Command, said in the
statement.

Some South Korean lib-
eral presidential candidates
have said that the security
benefits of having THAAD
would be curtailed by
worsened relations with
neighbours China and
Russia.

China’s condemnation of
South Korea’s plans to de-
ploy THAAD has triggered
protests against a South
Korean retail giant, Lotte,
which agreed to provide
one of its golf courses in
southern South Korea as
the site of THAAD.

U.S. moves parts of defence system
Associated Press

Seoul

U.S.-backed Iraqi forces were
fighting their way through a
government complex in the
heart of western Mosul after
storming the buildings in an
overnight raid, and were fa-
cing fierce counter-attacks
Tuesday from the Islamic
State group.

According to Lt. Gen. Ab-
dul-Amir Rasheed Yar Allah,
the troops hoisted an Iraqi
flag on the complex of build-
ings in the Dawasa neigh-
bourhood earlier in the
morning, hailing the federal
police units who stormed the
compound as heroes.

By noon, troops on the
ground said the complex has

not yet been fully secured
and that they are battling a
wave of intense Islamic State
counter-attacks.

Clashes under way
Sgt. Azam Ibrahim of the fed-
eral police was one of the
first troops to storm the Mo-
sul government complex. His
unit then pulled back to a
base on the edge of Mosul’s
Tayran neighbourhood, say-
ing the clashes were still un-
der way at the complex later
on Tuesday.

“We were pulled back be-
cause we had killed and
wounded,” Sgt. Ibrahim told
The Associated Press. “The
[Iraqi] forces there are sur-
rounded, the Humvees can-

not reach them, nor can the
ambulances.” The consistent
advance more than two
weeks since the new push
started to clear Mosul’s west-
ern side of IS militants has
been a major blow to the ex-
tremists who once controlled
nearly a third of Iraq.

Iraqi forces declared east-
ern Mosul “fully liberated” in
January after officially
launching the operation to
retake the city in October.

In a strong position
Yar Allah, who commands
the army operations in
Ninevah province, where
Mosul is the provincial cap-
ital, said the troops now also
control the western side of a

second bridge across the
Tigris River, known as the
Hurriyah Bridge.

Last week, the troops
reached the first bridge from
the south in western Mosul,
known locally as the 4th
Bridge. U.S.-led air strikes
disabled all of Mosul’s five
bridges last year in a bid to
isolate the militants.

“They have two choices,
first either they surrender
and they will have fair trial
and the second choice they
will be killed,” an officer clad
in black counterterrorism
forces uniform told reporters
in Mosul.

“Some are escaping but
even the escape path is
closed and they have no

hope, so that is why they
should surrender.”

Private broadcaster Al-
Mayadeen aired live footage
from inside western Mosul,
with thick black smoke
rising from different areas as
gunfire rattled. The footage
also showed what it said
were explosions from two
suicide attacks carried out
by Islamic State militants.

Meanwhile on Tuesday,
the United Nations said that
by Sunday, it had registered
that about 42,000 people
fled their homes in western
Mosul since the start of the
operation last month. It said
in a statement that 13,350
people fled to government-
run areas in one day alone.

Iraqi forces stormMosul govt. complex, weather ierce IS counter-attacks

Slow and steady: Iraqi troops battle against Islamic State ighters, who carried out two suicide
attacks, to further advance insideMosul on Tuesday. AFP

Associated Press

Mosul
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PRICE CHANGE

ACC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1387.35. . . . . . . -6.10

Adani Ports . . . . . . . . . . . . . 308.25. . . . . . . . . 5.10

Ambuja Cements . . . . 224.80. . . . . . . -0.15

Asian Paints . . . . . . . . . . . . 1023.95. . . . . . . -5.45

Aurobindo Pharma . 664.45. . . . . . . -3.35

Axis Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 511.80. . . . . . . -6.85

Bajaj Auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2879.45. . . . . . . -3.65

Bank of Baroda . . . . . . . 160.35. . . . . . . -0.50

Bharti Airtel . . . . . . . . . . . 361.10. . . . . . . -0.40

BHEL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 160.15. . . . . . . -0.90

Bosch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21364.50. . . . . . . -0.85

BPCL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 645.90. . . . . . . . . 8.35

Cipla. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 588.05. . . . . . . -2.05

Coal India . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 322.80. . . . . . . -0.10

Dr Reddys Lab . . . . . . . . 2852.30. . . . . . . -6.55

Eicher Motors . . . . . . . . . 23211.15. . . . .149.70

GAIL (India) . . . . . . . . . . . . 524.90. . . . . . . . . 2.65

Grasim Ind . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1006.10. . . . . . . . . 2.00

HCL Tech. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 857.35. . . . . . . . . 1.80

HDFC. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1365.40. . . . . . . -0.55

HDFC Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1386.20. . . . . . . . . 5.45

Hero MotoCorp. . . . . . . 3305.45. . . . . -14.35

Hindalco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 192.55. . . . . . . -7.00

Hind Unilever . . . . . . . . . 872.05. . . . . . . -1.05

ICICI Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 276.00. . . . . . . -0.75

Idea Cellular . . . . . . . . . . . 108.60. . . . . . . -1.15

IndusInd Bank . . . . . . . . 1330.75. . . . . . .11.05

Bharti Infratel . . . . . . . . 310.10. . . . . . . . . 0.00

Infosys . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1019.80. . . . . -14.10

ITC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 264.25. . . . . . . . . 0.15

Kotak Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . 817.00. . . . . . . -1.95

L&T . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1486.40. . . . . . . . . 0.80

Lupin. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1457.30. . . . . -19.95

M&M . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1320.25. . . . . . . -9.55

Maruti Suzuki . . . . . . . . . 5888.50. . . . . -46.35

NTPC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 157.40. . . . . . . -1.00

ONGC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 196.40. . . . . . . . . 2.60

PowerGrid Corp . . . . . . 194.55. . . . . . . . . 0.70

Reliance Ind. . . . . . . . . . . . 1304.95. . . . . . . -0.40

State Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 267.80. . . . . . . -2.05

Sun Pharma . . . . . . . . . . . . 679.65. . . . . . . -3.35

Tata Motors . . . . . . . . . . . . 467.55. . . . . . . -3.25

Tata Motors DVR . . . . 282.70. . . . . . . . . 0.00

Tata Power . . . . . . . . . . . . . 83.00. . . . . . . . . 0.55

Tata Steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 482.00. . . . . -10.70

TCS. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2499.80. . . . . . .27.30

Tech Mahindra . . . . . . . . 499.95. . . . . . . . . 0.00

UltraTech Cement . . 3786.90. . . . . -37.20

Wipro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 495.15. . . . . . . . . 3.25

YES Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1448.20. . . . . -13.30

Zee Entertainment . 506.65. . . . . . . -0.60

EXCHANGE RATES
Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit except yen at
4 p.m. on March 07

CURRENCY TT BUY TT SELL

US Dollar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 66.47. . . . . . . 66.79

Euro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 70.31. . . . . . . 70.67

British Pound. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 81.04. . . . . . . 81.43

Japanese Yen (100) . . .. . 58.36. . . . . . . 58.64

Chinese Yuan . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .9.63. . . . . . . . . 9.68

Swiss Franc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 65.56. . . . . . . 65.88

Singapore Dollar . . . . . . . .. . 47.12. . . . . . . 47.35

Canadian Dollar . . . . . . . . . .. . 49.59. . . . . . . 49.84

Malaysian Ringitt . . . . . . .. . 14.94. . . . . . . 15.02

Source:Indian Bank

BULLION RATES CHENNAI

March 07 rates in rupees with previous rates in
parentheses

Retail Silver (1g). . . . . . . . . . 45.40. . . . (45.90)

22 ct gold (1 g) . .. . . . . . . . . . 2,794. . . . (2,821)

The Finance Ministry will
convene an inter-ministerial
meeting next week to review
a surge in postal imports of
consumer goods through e-
commerce as well as related
security issues following
seizures of high-altitude
drones, bullion and fake cur-
rency in such parcels.

The meeting comes in the
wake of the concern ex-
pressed by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi over public
grievances received by the
PMO on issues relating to the
import of goods through the
postal network and courier
services.

Boosting security
Ahead of the meeting, the
Central Board of Excise &
Customs (CBEC) has already
begun the process of a “hol-
istic review” of norms cover-
ing imports and exports
through post to address
these concerns and help in
taking remedial actions, gov-
ernment sources, who did
not wish to be identified,
told The Hindu.

The measures include a
move to tighten security by
upgrading x-ray machines
for non-intrusive scanning of
mail parcels, they said.
These steps will have an im-
pact on the procedures for
clearance of goods imported
through post, they said.

The meeting will also aim
to address inadequacies in
data capture as the availabil-
ity of comprehensive figures
on imports by post and cour-
ier, facilitated by the e-com-
merce route, is currently
lacking, the sources said.
While some data is being
captured by manual mode, it
is not as reliable as informa-
tion compiled through the
CBEC’s electronic data inter-
change system.

A recent PayPal-Ipsos re-
port showed that shoppers
from India spent about
₹58,370 crore in 2016 while
shopping online from inter-
national websites (mainly
sites of U.S., Chinese and
British firms). Still, given the
irritants that include pro-
longed delivery time, high
customs duties and transac-
tions in foreign currencies,

websites offering products
that were not available in In-
dia, and those promising
free delivery and transac-
tions in local currency saw
better sales.

To ensure the implement-
ation of more corrective
legal, procedural and infra-
structural measures, the
CBEC – which will make a de-
tailed presentation at the
meeting on the issues relat-
ing to laws, procedures and
infrastructure surrounding
postal imports – has sought
suggestions from other min-
istries/departments includ-

ing the Directorate General
of Foreign Trade in the Com-
merce & Industry ministry as
well as the Department of
Posts in the Communications
ministry.

The Centre has also
sought comments from
stakeholders including e-
commerce and courier
firms. Several measures cov-
ering imports and exports
via post have already been
proposed in the Finance Bill
2017, including amendments
in the Customs Act, 1962, to
include Foreign Post Office
and International Courier

Terminal in the definition of
a Customs Station, as well as
to define Foreign Post Office
and International Courier
Terminal.

The proposed amend-
ments to the Customs Act
also seek to empower the
CBEC to notify Foreign Post
Offices and International
Courier Terminals as well as
to make regulations to
provide for the form and
manner in which an entry
may be made in respect of
goods imported or to be ex-
ported by post.

Besides, the Finance Bill
2017 proposes amendments
in the Customs Tariff Act,
1975, to cover goods impor-
ted through courier service
as well as personal imports
by courier, sea, or land.

The developments as-
sume significance in the con-
text of promotion of exports
and imports via the e-com-
merce route. As part of a
mid-term review of the For-
eign Trade Policy 2015–20,
the Commerce ministry will
meet stakeholders to address
exporters’ concerns about
certain “restrictions”.

Meeting set to review postal imports
Meet to focus on e-commerce, security amid seizures of drones, fake currency and PM’s concern

Arun S

NEW DELHI

Mall in mail: Shoppers spent about ₹58,370 crore in 2016 on
purchases from international websites. GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO

More than eight crore mem-
bers of the Employees’
Provident Fund, can now
opt to move their retirement
savings to the National Pen-
sion System overseen by the
Pension Fund Regulatory
and Development Authority
(PFRDA) – over two years
after Finance Minister Arun
Jaitley had promised such
an alternative for employees
in the Budget for 2015-16.

The PFRDA notified the
procedure for EPF members
to transfer their investments
to the National Pension Sys-
tem or NPS on Tuesday.

Terming members of EPF
and Employees’ State Insur-
ance Corporation (which
provides medical care to or-
ganised sector workers) as
“hostages, rather than cli-
ents”, the finance minister
had said such workers’ in-
comes suffer due to high
statutory deductions to-
wards EPF and ESIC.

He had promised to
provide employees the op-
tion to leave the EPF and
opt for the NPS and had also
said that employees below a
certain level of monthly in-
come could decide if they
wanted to stop their own
contributions to the EPF. In
all, 24% of an employee’s
salary is diverted to the EPF
as a mandatory retirement
saving scheme.

Active NPS account
According to the rules, the
subscriber looking to trans-
fer funds from EPF to NPS
must have an active NPS
Tier-I account, which can be
opened either through the
employer where NPS is im-

plemented or online
through eNPS on the NPS
Trust website.

The amount transferred
from a recognised Provident
Fund or superannuation
fund to NPS would not be
treated as income of the cur-
rent year and hence, would
not be taxable.

“Further, the transferred
recognised Provident Fund/
Superannuation Fund will
not be treated as contribu-
tion of the current year by
employee/employer and ac-
cordingly the subscriber
would not make Income Tax
claim of contribution for
this transferred amount,”
the notification clarified.

While the return on EPF
savings this year is expected
to be 8.65%, the NPS offers
multiple asset allocation op-
tions and fund managers for
its members to choose from,
with varying rates of
returns.

The subscriber, either a
government or private sec-
tor employee, must ap-
proach the concerned PF of-
fice where their money
resides, through her or his
employer and request to
transfer their savings to an
NPS account.

You can switch
from EPF to NPS
Regulator notiies procedure for move

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

The return on EPF savings
this year is to be 8.65%.
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CHANGE

Sensex dddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd 29,000 dd -0.17

US Dollar dddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd66.67 dddd0.06

Goldddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd 29,550 dd -0.67

Brent oil ddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd56.24 dddd0.21

Public sector miner NMDC
Limited has declared an in-
terim dividend of ₹4.15 per
equity share of face value
of ₹1 each.

The first interim di-
vidend for 2016-17 was de-
cided at a meeting of the
board of directors of the
company on Tuesday.

NMDC to pay
₹4.15 interim
dividend

Special Correspondent

HYDERABAD

India may soon mandate the
use of local steel in govern-
ment infrastructure projects
worth billions of dollars,
sources said, pitching it as a
WTO-compliant protection-
ist measure aimed at further
cutting cheap imports,
mainly from China.

The government expects
the move to boost sales of
local companies such as JSW
Steel and Tata Steel, and
eventually attract global
steelmakers such as Ar-
celorMittal and POSCO to in-
vest in the country, five steel
ministry sources told
Reuters.

India, the world’s third-
largest steel consumer, has
budgeted a record $59 bil-
lion for 2017-18 for steel-in-
tensive infrastructure pro-
jects such as ports, roads,
railways and power.

“The preference in pro-
curement will enhance de-
mand and thus production.
Definitely it is ‘Make in Steel’
and thus ‘Make in India’,”
Steel Minister Chaudhary Bi-
render Singh told Reuters.

“It is preference with no
compromise on quality and

competitive pricing. To use
domestic produce is an ac-
ceptable norm.”

WithinWTO rules
Analysts said a similar pro-
posal by U.S. President Don-
ald Trump requiring the use
of domestic steel to build
two energy pipeline projects
could violate international
trade laws, but Indian offi-
cials say their plan will fall
within WTO rules.

A government document
on the proposal, seen by Re-
uters, cites an article under
the General Agreement on
Tariffs and Trade of the
World Trade Organisation,

allowing an exception to
“procurement by govern-
mental agencies of products
purchased for governmental
purposes and not with a
view to commercial resale or
with a view to use in the pro-
duction of goods for com-
mercial sale.”

Abhijit Das, head of the
New Delhi-based think-tank
Centre for WTO Studies,
said the provision had been
invoked by the United States
in the past and India could
do the same. The protec-
tionist move would, how-
ever, shrink foreign compan-
ies’ sales in the world’s
fastest growing steel market.

Move to boost sales of local irms, to attract global names

REUTERS

NEW DELHI

Steeling amarch: It is a WTO-compliant protectionist measure
to further cut cheap imports, mainly from China

Local steel may become a
must for $59-bn. infra spend

India has conveyed its con-
cerns over the ongoing H-1B
visa processing issue to
“senior level” officials in the
U.S. administration, a senior
government official said on
Tuesday.

“I think our concerns at a
very senior level have

already been conveyed to
the government of USA. I
would not like to get into the
details except that Indian IT
companies are giving good
value addition to U.S. com-
panies,” Minister of Law as
well as Electronics and IT
Ravi Shankar Prasad said on
the sidelines of ICEGOV
conference.

U.S. oicials apprised
of H-1B visa concerns

IT Min lags value-add by Indian irms

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI

Anil Ambani-led group
firm Reliance Capital has
sold about 1% of its stake in
digital payments firm
Paytm to China’s Alibaba
Group for ₹275 crore.

The deal, which values
Paytm at more than $5 bil-
lion, has yielded huge
gains for the financial ser-
vices arm of the Reliance
Group, according to
sources. Reliance Capital
had invested ₹10 crore for
the stake in Paytm, they
added. Reliance Capital has
retained a stake in Paytm e-
Commerce (online market-
place unit), which it had
got free of cost by virtue of
the investment in the par-
ent firm, they said.

Alibaba Singapore E-
commerce, along with in-
vestment firm SAIF Part-
ners, is also slated to invest
$200million in Paytm’s on-
line marketplace unit. The
latest fund-raising round
values Paytm e-Commerce
at $1 billion.

A Reliance Capital
spokesperson declined to
comment on the deal,
while Paytm spokesperson
also did not comment. E-
mails sent to Alibaba re-
mained unanswered.
One97 Communications
has three units — Paytm E-
Commerce, Paytm Pay-
ments Bank (payments
bank and mobile wallet
service) and Paytm Mobile
Solutions.

RCap sells 1%
Paytm stake
to Alibaba

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

NEW DELHI

Women fund managers ac-
count for only 7% of the
total number of managers in
India’s mutual fund industry
even though the sector has
been in existence for more
than 50 years, if one takes
into account the introduc-
tion of Unit Trust of India
(UTI) in 1963. A recent study
shows that these numbers
are much lower than in
other financial centres like
Hong Kong and Singapore.

A study by Morningstar, a
U.S.-headquartered invest-
ment research and manage-
ment firm, shows that there
are only 18 woman fund
managers out of a total of
269 who manage schemes
either as the primary or sec-
ondary manager or as heads
of equity/fixed income
schemes. While the share of
woman fund managers is
pegged at 7%, they manage
15% of the total assets under
management (AUM) of all
open-ended funds that
roughly translates to
₹2,32,000 crore.

“This is much below the
global standards with wo-
men being named fund
managers at a relatively
higher rate in places such as
Hong Kong, Singapore,
France, Spain, and Israel. At
least 20% of fund managers
are women in these mar-
kets,” the report’s authors
wrote.

The study has taken into
account only open-ended
mutual fund schemes.

The study shows that wo-
men fund managers have
been fairly consistent in de-
livering returns as majority
of such schemes have been
outperforming their re-
spective benchmark index
or the peer group average.

“Out of the total assets
managed by women fund
managers, 80% of the AUM
outperformed the bench-
mark/peer group average
over 1 year basis, 71% over 3
year basis and 72% over 5
year basis. This has demon-
strated the capability of the
women to drive consistent
performance through mul-
tiple market cycles and re-
main in the top quadrant,”
states the report.

Some top women fund
managers include Swati
Kulkarni (UTI Mutual Fund)
and Lakshmi Iyer (Kotak
Mahindra AMC).

‘Womanmutual fund
managers rare in India’

Women account for only 7% of total

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

MUMBAI

Swati Kulkarni

EEPC India, the apex en-
gineering export organisa-
tion, is working on a
strategy to give a fillip to
exports which are likely to
touch, $62 billion in 2016-
17, the organisation said.

The upcoming Interna-
tional Engineering
Sourcing Show (IESS) in
Chennai is part of the
strategy, said EEPC India
chairman T. S. Bhasin.

“We stick to our view
that Indian engineering ex-
ports are likely to see con-
tinuance of the uptrend on
the back of a revival in de-
mand for metals and other
basic material,” he said.

For the April–January
period, engineering ex-
ports stood at $50.9 billion.
The total shipment was $49
billion during financial
year 2015-16.

The monthly shipments
have been more than $5
billion this fiscal. For Janu-
ary 2017, engineering ex-
ports aggregated $5.29 bil-
lion, showing an increase
of more than 12% com-
pared with the same
month last fiscal. The bet-
ter number was primarily
due to revival of demand in
the U.S., according to a
statement from the EEPC.

Engineering exports wit-
nessed positive growth for
the sixth straight month in
a row though double-digit
growth began in the month
of October, 2016.

EEPC eyes
illip to
exports

K.T. Jagannathan

CHENNAI
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IN BRIEF

GM India to shutter
Halol plant April 28
MUMBAI

General Motors India has
announced plans to cease
production at its Halol
manufacturing facility on
April 28, 2017, more than 20
years after it set up this
plant in Gujarat. The move
will impact more than 700
workers at the plant which
was inaugurated in 1997. The
company said it would
consolidate manufacturing
at its Talegaon facility near
Pune and will shut down the
Halol plant. It said it would
support the afected
workers in this transition.

CG Power sells
automation business
MUMBAI

CG Power and Industrial
Solutions Ltd. (formerly
Crompton Greaves Ltd.) of
the Avantha Group, has
announced the sale of its
B2B automation business to
Riyadh-based, electricals
major Alfanar for an
enterprise value of €120
million (more than ₹840
crore). The deal is efective
March 6. The sale includes
ZIV Aplicacionesy Tecnologia,
S.L. (Spain), its subsidiaries
along with the related
automation businesses in the
U.K., Ireland, France and
India (ZIV).

OVL submits $3-bn. plan
for Iran’s Farzad-B ield
NEW DELHI

ONGC Videsh Ltd has
inalised more than $3 billion
master development plan for
the coveted Farzad-B gas
ield of Iran and is likely to
wrap up a deal by
September. The new plan,
iled with Iranian Ofshore Oil
Company excludes
liquefaction facilities to turn
the gas into LNG for ease of
shipping to nations like India,
sources privy to the matter
said. PTI

With Parliament likely to
pass Union Budget 2017-18
before the beginning of the
new financial year, Finance
Minister Arun Jaitley on
Tuesday asked ministries
to gear up for speedier im-
plementation of different
schemes under their
watch.

The Finance Minister
stressed on the challenges
ahead for the government
as a whole to ensure that
expenditure on schemes
and projects starts from
the beginning of the finan-
cial year to leverage the
early passing of the
Budget, according to an of-
ficial statement.

“Since this time the Fin-
ance Bill would be passed
by the Parliament before
the March 31, 2017, the dif-
ferent Ministries should be
in a stage of readiness as
the funds for various
schemes would be avail-
able with effect from April
1, 2017,” the minister said.

The Finance Minister
was addressing financial
advisers of different central
ministries and depart-
ments at a conference in
the national capital here on
Tuesday.

The GFRs are rules and
orders dealing with mat-
ters involving public fin-
ances.

General Financial Rules
were issued for the first
time in 1947 bringing to-
gether in one place all ex-
isting orders and instruc-
tions pertaining to
financial matters. These
have subsequently been
modified and issued as
GFRs 1963 and GFRs 2005.

Finance Secretary
Ashok Lavasa said that the
new financial rules will en-
able an improved, efficient
and effective framework of
fiscal management while
providing the necessary
flexibility to facilitate
timely delivery of services.

Ministries
told to speed
up schemes
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Tata Motors on Tuesday un-
veiled TAMO Racemo, a
two-seater sports coupe at
the 87th Geneva Interna-
tional Motor Show in
Switzerland.

“Racemo is the first in-
novation from TAMO and
our emotional, unexpected
leap to the future. Symbol-
ising the change that is tak-
ing place at Tata Motors, Ra-
cemo is the proving ground
of the TAMO family of
vehicles and will drive the
future of India’s connected
generation,” said Guenter
Butschek, chief executive of-
ficer and managing director,
Tata Motors in his addresss.

The car was unveiled in
the presence of former Tata
Sons chairman Ratan Tata
and newly-appointed Tata
Sons chairman N.
Chandrasekaran.

TAMO is a new sub-brand
of Tata Motors. Racemo is
the first in the series of in-
novations that addresses the
challenges faced by the
automotive industry, ac-
cording to the company.

“Racemo will bring alive
connected car features such
as advanced navigation, pre-
dictive maintenance, re-
mote monitoring and over-

the-air updates using Mi-
crosoft cloud-based
technologies including ad-
vanced analytics, Internet of
things (IoT) and machine
learning powered by Mi-
crosoft Azure,” according to
a Tata Motors statement.

Racemo, designed at Tata
Motors’ studio in Italy and
developed in India, is a
concept now and expected
to hit the roads in 2018.

As part of its new Passen-
ger Vehicle strategy, Tata
Motors recently introduced
TAMO, an incubating centre
of innovation working to-
wards new technologies,
business models and part-
nerships to define future
mobility solutions.

TAMO, a ring-fenced ver-
tical, operates on a low
volume, low investment
model to provide fast-
tracked technologically ad-
vanced products.

Meant for the risk-taking,
adventure loving, digitally
native, mobile first techno-
philes of India, Racemo is
also India’s first connected
car, Tata Motors said in the
statement.

Tata Motors also show-
cased the special editions of
its Tigor, a compact sedan
and Nexon, a compact SUV
at the premier motor show.

Tata Motors unveils
concept car Racemo

Two-seater designed at Italian studio

Special Correspondent

MUMBAI

Revving up:Guenter Butschek, CEO, Tata Motors and N.
Chandrasekaran, chairman, Tata Sons, with the Racemo.

Commonwealth nations
could consider a scheme
similar to the Business
Travel Card scheme, used
across the Asia-Pacific Eco-
nomic Cooperation (APEC)
forum, as a means of pro-
moting intra-Common-
wealth trade and invest-
ment, the chairman of the
Commonwealth Enterprise
and Investment Council said.

His comments come
ahead of the inaugural Meet-
ing of Commonwealth Trade
Ministers in London on
March 9-10, convened by the
CWEIC, and the Common-
wealth Secretariat.

Lord Marland, the chair of
the body that represents
private sector businesses
within the Commonwealth,
and a former U.K. trade en-
voy, said that the issue of im-
migration policy between
Commonwealth countries
was one for ministers to dis-
cuss, but the travel card
scheme could be one of the
ideas looked at.

“I think there is certainly
a case for allowing entre-
preneurs and skilled profes-
sionals greater freedom to
work across the Common-
wealth,” he said in an e-mail
interview with this paper.
Under the APEC scheme,
which includes 19 fully parti-
cipating countries, including
Australia, Hong Kong, Russia
and Singapore, business
travellers are able to apply
for five-year-long, short-

term, multiple-entry permits
to other member states, free-
ing them from the need to
apply for visas every time
they travel.

Exploring opportunities
The inaugural trade minis-
ters meeting was planned
before last June’s Brexit ref-
erendum, but is being seen
as particularly relevant in
Britain, which is seeking
new alliances outside the

union. While Prime Minister
Theresa May visited India
last year, her government
had signaled its eagerness to
boost ties with other Com-
monwealth countries.

“This meeting is not a re-
sponse to Brexit but is an op-
portunity for all 52 Members
of the Commonwealth to ex-
plore the opportunities for
trade and prosperity which
exist within the Common-
wealth and develop their
trading relationships with
one another,” said Lord Mar-
land.

He added that Brexit
provided an opportunity for
the U.K. to play a bigger role
in developing trade relation-
ships between Common-
wealth countries.

“The lack of formal mech-
anisms to promote trade and
investment has been a chal-
lenge but the fundamentals
and ‘Commonwealth Factor’
remain strong and the trade
ministers meeting is a posit-
ive step towards unlocking
the potential,” Lord Marland
said.

Commonwealth cardmooted
Business travel card scheme aimed at promoting trade, investment in grouping

Pro business: Schememay allow short-term, multiple-entry
permits to visit member states. GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO

Vidya Ram

London

LG India has earned about
₹21,000 crore in revenue
last year and targeted to
achieve double-digit growth
every year, according to a
top official.

“The company earned
about ₹21,000 crore in rev-
enue in calendar year 2016-
17,” said Amit Gujral, chief
marketing Officer, LG India.
He did not reveal the com-
pany’s expectations for
2017-18.

According to Kim Ki Wan,
managing director, the com-
pany would be going slow
on smartphones in India
since they didn’t want to

simply add one more similar
phone to the already heav-
ily-populated smartphone
market.

“I don’t want to go into
why our smartphones have
not done well in India but if
you look at the smartphones
in India, they are all very
similar,” Mr. Wan said.

“We are doing our re-
search and looking into
people-oriented factors that
a phone can have.

“We want to bring out a
phone when we have some-
thing unique and different
that sets us apart. We don’t
want to be one more among
many.”

“We are global number

one and number one in In-
dia in the AC sector,” Mr.
Wan said in an interview fol-
lowing the company’s intro-
duction of its line of dual-in-
vertor ACs on Tuesday. “As
the leaders, we have to keep
innovating and becoming
better since there is no
benchmark for the number
one.”

On the new line of air
conditioners and the need
for energy-efficient appli-
ances in India, Mr.Vijay
Babu, LG India’s business
head for ACs, said that at the
moment awareness was
very poor about the need
and opportunities to con-
serve energy.

Goes slow on smartphones, wary of over-populated market

TCA Sharad Raghavan

NEW DELHI

LG eyes double-digit growth

IT firm Cyient will deploy its
advanced analytics and big
data solutions to help im-
prove Thyssenkrupp Elevat-
or’s predictive maintenance
solutions.

Cyient said its solutions
will be integrated into
Thyssenkrupp’s MAX, a
real-time, cloud-based pre-
dictive maintenance solu-
tion. MAX solution de-
veloped with Microsoft and
using the Azure cloud plat-
form and Azure IoT suite
would now also incorporate
Cyient’s expertise in creat-
ing predictive analytics solu-
tions, according to a state-
ment from Cyient.

Thyssenkrupp
enlists Cyient
for analytics
Special Correspondent

HYDERABAD
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Ashwin rewrites
Hadlee’s record
BENGALURU

R. Ashwin stands where no
bowler has stood before. The
wicket of Peter Handscomb
in Australia’s second innings
was the off-spinner’s 25th
five-for in his 47th Test. He
became the quickest to
achieve the feat, erasing the
record held by Richard
Hadlee (62 games). For India,
Anil Kumble took 86 matches
and Harbhajan Singh 93.

IN BRIEF

Four innings and
four bowling heroes
BENGALURU

Josh Hazlewood’s dismissal of
Umesh Yadav in India’s
second innings set the stage
for history to be made later
on Tuesday. The Australian
seamer was the third to take
six or more wickets in the Test
— Nathan Lyon and Ravindra
Jadeja preceding him to it.
When they were joined by R.
Ashwin, it was the first
instance of four managing the
feat in different innings in the
same Test.

2ND TEST, DAY 4, M. CHINNASWAMY STADIUM, BENGALURU

INDIA - 1ST INNINGS: 189

AUSTRALIA - 1ST INNINGS: 276

INDIA - 2ND INNINGS RUNS BALLS 4s 6s

K.L. Rahul c Smith b O’Keefeddddddddddddd ddd 51 dddddd 85 dddddddd 4 dddddddddd

Abhinav Mukund b Hazlewoodddddddddddd ddd 16 dddddd 32 dddddddd 1 dddddddd 1

C. Pujara c M. Marsh b Hazlewooddddddddd ddd 92 ddddd 221 dddddddd 7 dddddddddd

Virat Kohli lbw b Hazlewood ddddddddddddd ddd 15 dddddd 25 dddddddd 1 dddddddddd

Ravindra Jadeja b Hazlewooddddddddddddd ddddd2 dddddd 12 dddddddddd dddddddddd

Ajinkya Rahane lbw b Starcdddddddddddddd ddd 52 ddddd 134 dddddddd 4 dddddddddd

Karun Nair b Starc ddddddddddddddddddddddd ddddd0 dddddddd 1 dddddddddd dddddddddd

Wriddhiman Saha (not out)dddddddddddddd ddd 20 dddddd 37 dddddddd 2 dddddddd 1

R. Ashwin b Hazlewood dddddddddddddddddd ddddd4 dddddddd 3 dddddddd 1 dddddddddd

Umesh Yadav c Warner b Hazlewoodddddd ddddd1 dddddddd 5 dddddddddd dddddddddd

Ishant Sharma c S. Marsh b O’Keefe ddddd ddddd6 dddddd 28 dddddddd 1 dddddddddd

Extras (b-11, w-4) ddddddddddddddddddddddd ddd 15 dddddddddd dddddddddd dddddddddd

Total (in 97.1 overs) ddddddddddddddddddddd dd 274 dddddddddd dddddddddd dddddddddd

Fall of wickets: 1-39 (Abhinav, 10.4 overs), 2-84 (Rahul, 24.2), 3-112 (Kohli, 34.2),
4-120 (Jadeja, 38.1), 5-238 (Rahane, 84.3), 6-238 (Karun, 84.4), 7-242 (Pujara, 85.2),
8-246 (Ashwin, 85.5), 9-258 (Umesh, 87.3).

AUSTRALIA BOWLING: Starc 16-1-74-2, Hazlewood 24-5-67-6, Lyon 33-4-82-0,
O’Keefe 21.1-3-36-2, M. Marsh 3-0-4-0.

AUSTRALIA - 2ND INNINGS RUNS BALLS 4s 6s

David Warner lbw b Ashwindddddddddddddd ddd 17 dddddd 25 dddddddddd dddddddd 1

Matt Renshaw c Saha b Ishant ddddddddddd ddddd5 dddddd 12 dddddddd 1 dddddddddd

Steve Smith lbw b Umesh ddddddddddddddd ddd 28 dddddd 48 dddddddd 3 dddddddddd

Shaun Marsh lbw b Umeshddddddddddddddd ddddd9 dddddd 19 dddddddd 1 dddddddddd

Peter Handscomb c Saha b Ashwin dddddd ddd 24 dddddd 67 dddddddd 2 dddddddddd

Mitchell Marsh c Karun b Ashwin dddddddd ddd 13 dddddd 16 dddddddd 3 dddddddddd

Matthew Wade c Saha b Ashwin ddddddddd ddddd0 dddddddd 5 dddddddddd dddddddddd

Mitchell Starc b Ashwin ddddddddddddddddd ddddd1 dddddddd 6 dddddddddd dddddddddd

Steve O’Keefe b Jadeja dddddddddddddddddd ddddd2 dddddd 10 dddddddddd dddddddddd

Nathan Lyon c & b Ashwinddddddddddddddd ddddd2 dddddddd 6 dddddddddd dddddddddd

Josh Hazlewood (not out) dddddddddddddddddddd0 dddddddd 0 dddddddddd dddddddddd

Extras (b-8, lb-2, w-1) ddddddddddddddddddd ddd 11 dddddddddd dddddddddd dddddddddd

Total (in 35.4 overs) ddddddddddddddddddddd dd 112 dddddddddd dddddddddd dddddddddd

Fall of wickets: 1-22 (Renshaw, 4.3 overs), 2-42 (Warner, 9.1), 3-67 (S. Marsh, 14.6),
4-74 (Smith, 20.3), 5-101 (M. Marsh, 25.6), 6-101 (Wade, 27.5), 7-103 (Starc, 29.4),
8-110 (O’Keefe, 34.2), 9-110 (Handscomb, 35.2).

INDIA BOWLING: Ishant 6-1-28-1, Ashwin 12.4-4-41-6, Umesh 9-2-30-2, Jadeja
8-5-3-1.

MAN-OF-THE-MATCH: K.L. Rahul.

India won by 75 runs, four-match series level 1-1

After conceding the first in-
nings lead and playing catch-
up on the first two days, India
seemed down for the count.
But Virat Kohli’s men, having
made their first redemptive
steps on Monday, augmented
that momentum.

The build-up to Tuesday
was nothing short of dra-
matic. On Monday night,
Bengaluru kept its date with a
thunderstorm, it rained a bit,
there was the odd thunder-
clap, the temperature mildly
dipped and when the fourth
day of the second Test
dawned, it was the turn of the

Indian team to kick up some
serious heat at the M. Chin-
naswamy Stadium.

In a turnaround that fans
will preserve in their minds
forever, India defeated Aus-
tralia by 75 runs. And memor-
ies raced back to Eden Gar-
dens 2001 when after
following-on, India rose from
the ashes and registered a his-
toric 171-run victory.

One of the heroes — V.V.S.
Laxman of the 281 vintage —
was present in the comment-
ary box and he tweeted:
“Congrats Team India on a
fabulous, scintillating win.
Loved the determination,
fight & aggression of each and

every player.”
The penultimate day,

which eventually proved to
be the concluding one, wit-
nessed the fall of 16 wickets.
It started with India,
overnight 213 for four, losing
its last six for 61 to finish with
274 in its second innings.
Needing 188 for victory, Aus-
tralia lasted a mere 35.4
overs, eking out 112 in its
second dig and it was time for
the Indians to grab stumps as
souvenirs.

There was another trope
from the famous Kolkata Test
— the success of an off-spin-
ner. If Harbhajan Singh did
the star-turn then, more than

a decade and a half later, R.
Ashwin drove in the nails. His
six for 41, with a mind-bog-
gling final spell of 5.4-3-9-5,
choked Steve Smith’s men.

Australia was in a
shambles right through its
chase. Ishant Sharma prised
out Matt Renshaw in the fifth
over. David Warner whetted
his appetite with a six off Ash-
win but a full-meal never ma-
terialised. He failed to con-
nect a sweep, got rapped on
the pad, Ashwin’s appeal was
upheld but the opener sought
a review. It proved futile.

Australia slumped further
when Umesh Yadav’s brilliant
second spell of 5-1-17-2 undid

Shaun Marsh and Smith. Ad-
judged lbw, Shaun would
have later realised that the
delivery was missing the
stumps but inexplicably a re-
view was not sought.

Worse was to follow as an
Umesh delivery, that kept
low, thudded into Smith’s
pads. The Australian captain
had the audacity to look to-
wards the dressing room and
check whether he could seek
a review! Smith was admon-
ished by umpire Nigel Llong.
Kohli was equally vocal in his
criticism — later to find better
expression in a press-confer-
ence — and his counterpart
abandoned plans of seeking a

review and trudged back to
boos from the crowd.

Ashwin then accounted for
Mitchell Marsh and Matthew
Wade, who were caught re-
spectively by Karun Nair and
a diving Wriddhiman Saha.
Precariously placed at 101 for
six at tea, on resumption Aus-
tralia lasted just 7.5 overs as
Ashwin and Ravindra Jadeja
scythed through the tail to
trigger scenes of joy in the
stands.

Starc strikes
In the morning, India
stumbled against the new
ball. Cheteshwar Pujara (92)
and Ajinkya Rahane (52)

shared a 118-run fifth-wicket
partnership which ended
when the latter succumbed to
Mitchell Starc. It became a
double blow as Karun inner-
edged the next ball onto his
stumps.

Immediately Josh Hazle-
wood (six for 67) got into the
act and had Pujara fending
awkwardly and slipped one
through Ashwin’s airy drive.
Though Saha and Ishant
Sharma resisted, the first ses-
sion belonged to Australia.

But in the end, it was India
that wrested the bragging
rights and the series, now
level at 1-1, has got its adren-
aline shot.

It’s 1-1 after a ightback for the ages
Ashwin proves too good for Australia as a determined India defends a target of 188 on day four

Demolitionman: R. Ashwin is joy unplugged after snaring Nathan Lyon of his bowling to signal the end of the second Test. REUTERS

K.C. Vijaya Kumar

BENGALURU

India have worked hard at demonstrat-
ing they are not a one-batsman team.
Virat Kohli’s batting failures in the
Bengaluru Test are important because in
the final analysis they didn’t matter.
What mattered was that when the op-
position showed the slightest sign of
weakness, he was able to get his team to
walk all over them.

Teams tend to mould themselves in
their captain’s image, hence the on-the-
sleeve aggression of this Indian team, re-
miniscent of the best Australian outfits
of the past. Aggression without skill is

coarse, while skill without aggression is
looked down upon by the modern crick-
eter. To have it is to flaunt it (the one ex-
ception being New Zealand recently un-
der Brendon McCullum).

What Kohli said on the field to skipper
Steve Smith may not have been pleasant,
but what he said off it, is significant.
With the kind of bellicose subtlety dis-
played by his coach Anil Kumble on a
tour of Australia nearly a decade ago, he
suggested that what the opposition did
was simply not cricket.

Kohli didn’t use the C-word which is
anathema to all sport, but we can safely
conclude that as far as this series is con-
cerned, the Indo-Aussie bhai-bhai days
are over. No team likes to be called
cheats, even if by omission.

Smith has admitted that he did look
towards the dressing room when he was
given out leg before. Brain fade or not,
that is simply not done. You cannot ask
colleagues sitting outside the field for

guidance on reviewing a decision (twit-
terworld quickly dubbed DRS the dress-
ing room system).

Justified anger
The Indian captain’s fury is understand-
able. He had seen it happen twice be-
fore. Umpire Nigel Llong was prepared.
He handled the situation well, sending
one captain off and preventing the other
from expressing himself at greater
length and in more colourful vernacular.

In 2008, when Kumble said at a Test
that only one of the teams was actually
playing in the spirit of the game, he
touched a nerve in Australia, where sim-
ilar words had been used by the Aus-
tralian captain about England during the
Bodyline series. More relevantly, the In-
dian cricket board supported him fully,
even at the cost of cutting short the tour
if it had come to that.

Kohli deserves similar support from
the Indian board for that one incident,

even if the match referee might take of-
fence at his repeated sledging through
the innings. No Aussie player has com-
plained, however, for that would be
ironic.

It is unfortunate if the Smith fiasco
takes the attention away from a fabulous
Test. There was enough material here
for two Test matches, with some emo-
tion left over for a third. It wasn’t a per-
fect game — not with all those mistakes
from both players and umpires — but it
was something more important, one
that emphasised again why the five-day
game is special.

One forceful knock, even after Aus-
tralia had lost six wickets by tea, could
have still swung the game a final time. It
was a bowler’s Test, which often makes
for more satisfying viewing.

Also pushed into the background by
the drama of the final day was the bowl-
ing of Nathan Lyon on the opening one.
This was good, old-fashioned off-spin

bowling in the city where the great Erap-
alli Prasanna played the game. No
doosra, no carrom ball. It is not always
spin which takes wickets, but bounce
and the ability to hold the ball back just
enough to get the batsman’s footwork all
tangled up. Batsmen’s uncertainty is
bread and butter to the spinner.

Yet not too many spinners would have
followed up a first-innings eight-for with
a wicketless second. Indian batsmen
seemed to have worked Lyon out, dip-
ping into a vat of patience that had been
misplaced in the first innings. Lyon too
seemed to be bowling a tad quicker and
focusing less on over-spin than side spin.

It will be difficult to top this Test. It
has easily been the highlight of the long
home season. The stands were reason-
ably full, although when Kohli conduc-
ted the crowd in the manner he has now
made familiar, the noise levels suggested
a packed house.

Sadly, many Australian batsmen re-

turned to the pavilion to boos and cat-
calls. Smith, who walked without wait-
ing for the umpire’s signal in the first
innings, was booed. It was embarrass-
ing.

Is this the city that produced Gund-
appa Viswanath, Kumble, Bhagwat
Chandrasekhar and Rahul Dravid, fine
gentlemen and sportsmen? Prakash
Padukone, the former All-England bad-
minton champion, was a spectator too —
and he epitomises the Bengaluru sports-
men just as much as the cricketers.

We began with player behaviour and
end with crowd behaviour. Perhaps
there is a connection. Does the team’s
militant behaviour communicate itself to
the spectators too? Or was this the IPL
effect where fans are expected to jeer at
the opposition to give the home team a
leg up?

Sadly, there are no match referees de-
ciding on fines for boorish crowd
behaviour.

It will be unfortunate if the Smith iasco takes the attention away from a fabulous Test which had everything that makes the ive-day game special

End of bhai bhai; Kohli deserves the Board’s support

BETWEEN WICKETS
suresh menon

Steve Smith called it a “brain
fade.” Virat Kohli stopped
just short of calling it out-
right cheating.

In a contest which at
times threatened to match
the notoriety seen in Sydney
Test in 2008 — where India’s
captain Anil Kumble fam-
ously said “Only one team
was playing with the spirit of
the game” — Smith’s dis-
missal proved the biggest
flashpoint.

After a discussion with
non-striker Peter Hand-
scomb, Smith looked to-
wards the Australian dress-
ing room. Immediately
umpire Nigel Llong walked
down to remonstrate with
Smith. Kohli rushed over but
was asked to move away.

“I saw that happening two
times when I was batting,”
said Kohli later. “I pointed
out to the umpire that I’ve
seen their players looking
upstairs for confirmation.
We also told the match ref-
eree that they’ve been doing
that for the last three days
and this had to stop. That’s
why the umpire was at him.
When he turned back, the
umpire knew exactly what
was going on.”

After Llong’s intervention,

Smith walked and even in
the event of him not doing
so, he would probably have
been denied a review, for,
according to the DRS rule-
book, “If the umpires be-
lieve that the captain or bats-
man has received direct or
indirect input emanating
other than from the players
on the field, then they may
at their discretion decline
the request for the Player Re-
view. In particular, signals
from the dressing roommust
not be given.”

“I was looking at our
boys,” admitted Smith. “So
shouldn’t have done that. A
bit of brain fade. I looked
down to Handscomb and he
said, ‘Look out there’. Then I
just turned around and said,
‘What do you reckon?’
Shouldn’t have done that.”

Even as Smith said that it
was the only such instance,
Kohli would have none it.

“Honestly, if someone
makes a mistake while bat-
ting, that’s a brain fade. The
way I left the ball in Pune ...

that was a brain fade. But if
something is going on for
three days, that’s not a brain
fade, as simple as that.

“There’s a line you don’t
cross on the cricket field.
Sledging and playing against
the opponents is different,
but… I don’t want to men-
tion the word, but it falls in
that bracket. I would never
do something like that.”

Was that word “cheating,”
he was asked by an Aus-
tralian scribe.

“I didn’t say that. You
did,” Kohli retorted.

The official BCCI twitter
handle too, for the second
day running, waded in, ask-
ing if DRS meant “Dressing
room review system?”

India captain says Australia has looked to the dressing room for help
N. Sudarshan

BENGALURU

Smith crossed the line on DRS: Kohli

Flashpoint:When Kohli and Smith disagreed. REUTERS

Virat Kohli has the air of a
man who deals only in spe-
cifics. He seems to have a
precise measure of most
cricketing things; even jibes
at the opposition. This was
on full show at the media
conference after the win.
Excerpts:

Most fulfillingwin?
● For sure. Till now, this is
the best one definitely. A lot
of people were talking about
the head of the snake, but I
think the snake did pretty
well. The sting can come
from a lot of directions.

The pressure after Pune
● If they [Australia] were
saying they need to get me
out and the team will fall
apart, I told everyone that it
was an opportunity for

them. They [Australia] basic-
ally played into our hands. I
feel that the partnership
between Ajinkya [Rahane]
and [Cheteshwar] Pujara
was outstanding. In the last
two years, it’s one of the top
two partnerships, or maybe
number one. They both
showed why they are India’s
best Test batsmen.

Game set up by bowlers on
the second day?
● For sure. I think the first
session — we gave away only
45-odd runs and picked up
two wickets when they
could have taken the game
away. We saw the First Class
stats here, no team has
chased even 120. We knew
we had a fair chance.

OnK.L. Rahul
● I think the last three in-
nings have been his best.

And I told him that he will
cherish the ones he doesn’t
get hundreds in. Young guy,
big series, team against the
wall and he’s shown charac-
ter three times out of four in-
nings. Outstanding.

On IanHealy “losing
respect” for Kohli
● [I’ll lose respect] in his
eyes? We’ve got 1.2 billion
people in India. One person
doesn’t make a difference.
You should watch the video
of him getting out in Centur-
ion. I heard he said some-
thing about my ... behaviour.
You should watch that video.

OnDRS
● We have not been that
consistent with taking the
right DRS calls. But we take
our decisions on the field
ourselves. We don’t ask for
confirmation upstairs.

‘We sting from a lot of directions’

Full stretch:Wriddhiman Saha dives to pouchMatthewWade of R. Ashwin. K. BHAGYA PRAKASH

Principal Correspondent

BENGALURU

BENGALURU: Match referee
Chris Broad reportedly
told The Daily Telegraph
(Australia) after play that
the only time the umpires
were aware of Australians
looking up to the dressing
room was the Smith incid-
ent.

Kohli, on the contrary,
had said that he had seen
the Australians doing it at
least twice before that.

Broad’s take

Steve Smith said that for a
team that was written off
before the series, Australia
has done rather well des-
pite the loss in the second
Test.

In the press-conference
on Tuesday, the visitor’s
skipper said: “It is disap-
pointing to have lost. In the
first couple of days we
played some good cricket.
We expected India to come
back hard. The partnership
between Pujara and Ra-
hane was a good one.

“But I am still proud of
the boys. When we came
here we were expected to
lose 4-0. But we have com-
peted incredibly hard and
hopefully we will get more
results going our way.”

Explaining Australia’s in-
ability to lift its game in the
second innings, Smith said:
“On a day four wicket
which is challenging you
need a little bit of luck. We
bowled very well, got the
breakthroughs that we
needed but as far as batting
is concerned, 188 was al-
ways going to be difficult
and we just needed one or
two batsmen to stand up a
bit more.”

Aussie
skipper not
dismayed
Special Correspondent

BENGALURU

India assured of
No. 1 ranking
DUBAI

The Indian cricket team will
retain its No. 1 position in the
ICC Test rankings owing to
the series-levelling 75-run
win in the second Test against
Australia in Bengaluru. By
retaining the No. 1 position
till the April 1 cut off date,
Virat Kohli’s men will receive
a cash prize of $1 million. PTI
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The Lord has created the infinite wealth and resources of
the earth to sustain life and enable mankind to live. But this
gift of nature has to be safeguarded with care and diligence.
Practice of yagnas and righteous living shall be the means to
make the earth yield her riches for sustaining mankind is
the message that scriptures reiterate, said Sri B. Damodhara
Dikshitar in a discourse.

While narrating the advent of Prithu, the Bhagavata Pur-
ana describes the plight of the earth when taken over by evil
forces, devoid of piety and sacred practices. As a matter of
self defence, the earth had withdrawn the plants and herbs
within and hence famine prevailed.

It is said that when Prithu aimed an arrow at the earth for
this act, she took the form of a cow and ran away in terror
like a deer. She knew that she could not escape anywhere
and sought Prithu’s protection. She pleaded that she was
guilty for this act but also made it clear that she had been
driven into this situation by the wickedness prevailing on
earth. All that was produced was consumed by the wicked
people. She knew Prithu as the Supreme Lord who creates,
protects and destroys the universe. She promised that she
would yield everything desired if her resources were prop-
erly milked.

In the Gita, the essence of creation is explained as insep-
arable with sacrifice or yagnas. Krishna says that the creator
brought forth men into existence along with sacrifice and
points out that by sacrifice or yagnas they could flourish and
this would fulfil their desires.

The Vedic conception of sacrifice as a link between the
celestial worlds and the earth is symbolic of the interde-
pendence of all beings in the cosmos. Nature is aligned to
the divine and the entire activity of the world is related and
originates from it.

FAITH

The cosmic wheel

IN BRIEF

Fredericks replaced on
IAAF taskforce
MONACO

Former sprinter Frankie
Fredericks said he had
stepped down from an IAAF
taskforce investigating
Russian doping amid a
corruption probe. “I have
decided to step aside from
the taskforce so that the
integrity of its work is not
questioned due to the
allegations made against
me,” the 49-year-old
Namibian was quoted as
saying. Slovenian former
high-jumper Rozle Prezelj
will replace Fredericks on the
taskforce. AFP

And now a women’s
day-night Test
SYDNEY: Australia will host
England in the first women’s
day-night cricket Test as part
of a multi-format Ashes
series later this year. The
women’s teams from
Australia and England will
meet Nov. 9-12 at North
Sydney Oval in the milestone
game, the only Test in a
seven-match series that also
includes three One-Day
Internationals and three
Twenty20 Internationals. AP

World XI T20 squad
to tour Pakistan
KARACHI

ICC would be sending a World
XI squad to Lahore in
September to play a T20
international series, a top
official of the Pakistan
Cricket Board has confirmed.
Najam Sethi, who heads the
PCB’s executive board,
confirmed a report in the
Daily Guardian that the World
XI would be playing matches
between September 22 and
29 in Lahore.
“The report is correct but
details still need to be
worked out like the dates of
matches and final schedule
of the tour. Also the terms
and conditions,” he said. PTI

Cricket’s law-makers are to
limit bat-sizes and introduce
sendings-off among a new
batch of rules which will
take effect this year, they
said.

Bats will be measured
with a “bat gauge” to make
sure they don’t exceed
108mm (4.25 inches) in
width, 67mm in depth and
40mm at the edges, the
Marylebone Cricket Club
announced.

Umpires will also be able
to send players from the
field — temporarily or per-
manently — for serious of-
fences like acts of violence
in the first newCode of Laws
issued since 2000.

A steady rise in bat sizes
has been blamed for making
cricket easier for batsmen
and harder for bowlers, dis-
turbing the “balance
between bat and ball”.

“The bat size issue has
been heavily scrutinised and
discussed in recent years,”
John Stephenson,MCC head
of cricket, said in a state-
ment.

Under the new laws, um-
pires can also crack down on
poor behaviour by issuing
warnings, awarding penalty
runs and even sending play-

ers off.

Excessive appealing and
showing dissent at an um-
pire’s decision can result in a
warning, followed by five
penalty runs for a second
offence.

Throwing the ball at a
player or deliberately mak-
ing physical contact will be
punished with five penalty
runs, while threatening the
umpire or any act of violence
will result in a sending-off.

The controversial
‘Mankad’ dismissal, when
the bowler can run out a
batsman at the non-striker’s
end, will also become easier
to execute.

Bowlers will now be able
to perform the run-out “to
the instant when the bowler
would normally have been
expected to release the
ball”, rather than before en-
tering his or her delivery
stride, as is the current rule.

Separately, gender-neut-
ral terms like “fielder” and
“bowler” will be used in the
rewritten Code, as well as
“he/she” to encourage wo-
men and girls to play. “The
term ‘batsman’ will remain,
however, as it is seen as a
term of the game that is
equally applicable to fe-
males,” the statement
added.

Cricket — new
laws in the oing
Agence France-Presse

London

Sri Lanka — 1st innings: D. Kar-
unaratne b Mehedi 30, U. Thar-
anga b Subashis 4, K. Mendis
(batting) 166, D. Chandimal c
Mehedi bMustafizur 5, A. Gunar-
atne b Taskin 85, N. Dickwella
(batting) 14; Extras (lb-9, w-3,
nb-5): 17; Total (for four wickets
in 88 overs): 321.
Fall of wickets: 1-15, 2-60, 3-92,
4-288.
Bangladesh bowling:
Mustafizur 15-3-50-1, Taskin 16-
3-48-1, Subashis 16-3-58-1, Me-
hedi 12-0-66-1, Shakib 24-3-
71-0, Soumya 3-0-9-0, Mahmu-
dullah 2-0-10-0.
Toss: Sri Lanka.

SCOREBOARD

Chelsea surges
towards title
LONDON

Chelsea brushed aside
London rival West Ham
United with a 2-1 away win
that restored its 10-point
lead at the top of the Premier
League on Monday.
Eden Hazard gave it the lead
following a swift 25th-
minute counter-attack before
Diego Costa bundled the ball
home shortly after the break
to put the Blues in control.
Manuel Lanzini grabbed a
consolation in added time.
The results: Premier League:
West Ham 1 (Lanzini 90+2)
lost to Chelsea 2 (Hazard 25,
Costa 50). La Liga: Alaves 1
(Katai 75) drew with Sevilla 1
(Ben Yedder 23). AGENCIES

Till last year, S. S. P. Chow-
rasia came to the IndianOpen
golf looking to do one better
than his runner-up finish.
Second best on four occa-
sions, Chowrasia finally got it
right last year at the Delhi
Golf Club course.

This week, as the defend-
ing champion in the $1.75mil-
lion event starting on
Thursday, Chowrasia is look-
ing to become the first golfer
on European Tour to win his
first four titles at home. His
previous three wins —the
2008 Emmar Masters, 2011
AvanthaMasters and the 2016
Indian Open — have all come
in the National Capital
Region.

In fact, the Avantha Mas-
ters triumph came here, at
the DLF Course and Country
Club, but then, the course
was designed by Arnold
Palmer. This time, the action
returns to the course re-de-
signed by Gary Player. By the
looks of it, the long hitters
should stand a better chance
on this course. Unlike the
three-lined Delhi Golf Club

course, which is unforgiving
for thosemissing the fairway,
this young course should suit
the regulars in Europe. This,
in turn, brings down the pro-
spects of an Indian holding
the trophyonSunday.

“This is a tough course. If
we play here more often,
we’ll get used to it. It’s adiffer-
ent course. I’ve played a lot
abroad but this is totally dif-
ferent. I don’t think there’s

home advantage as it’s a new
course for us. Delhi Golf Club
is also a tough course but
we’ve played there so many
times and we know how to
play it. That’s why Indians al-
ways play well there,” said
Chowrasia.

Gary Player reckons the
winning score could well be
around 14-under. But Chow-
rasia smiled it off. “I think it
could be around 10-under,”

indicating what he thought
about the degree of difficulty
involved in tackling the
course.

Chowrasia’s challengers
areheadedby this year’smar-
quee player Rafa Cabrera
Bello, the 32-year-old Span-
iard ranked 25th in theworld.
An admirer of his compatriot
and namesake in tennis (Ra-
fael Nadal), Rafa was all
praise for Chowaria and

Lahiri. “I think both are good
examples. They are very,
very complete. Anirban I
really think is a world-class
player.

“What I have always en-
joyed and valued a lot about
Indian players is how natur-
ally talented they seem to be.
The majority of them, you
look at their swings and they
don’t look mechanical at all.
It seems like they have been
born with it and almost
self-taught.”

Among the young turks,
the one to watch out for is
Thailand’s 18-year-old sensa-
tion Phachara Khongwatmai,
the youngest winner on the
Asian Development Tour at
15! This year he was runner-
up at SingaporeOpen and the
ISPS Handa World Super 6
Perth. And he is here in
searchof hismaiden title.

Strangely, the teenager
picked Gaganjeet Bhullar as
the Indian with the best
chance of winning this week.
“I think Bhullar has a good
chance as he hits it straight
and long, his short game is
also strong. On this course,
youhave tohit it long.”

New course, no home-advantage
for Indians: Chowrasia
The winning score could well be around 14-under, says Gary Player, who designed the course
RAKESH RAO

GURGAON

Taking a swing: S.S.P. Chowrasia practising at the the re-designed DLF Course and Country Club
ahead of the Indian Open golf.

Mohun Bagan will look to
set its home in order after
the setback of the first loss
of the season, when it takes
on Mumbai FC here in an I-
League fixture at the Ra-
bindra Sarobar Stadium on
Wednesday.

Recalling the loss in the
previous round, where his
team capitulated (1-2)
against a resurgent
Churchill Brothers at the lat-
ter’s home, Mohun Bagan
coach Sanjoy Sen said his
team will have to regroup
quickly if it wants to stay in
the title race.

A win is what Sen looked
at to set things in order for
its side, which had re-
mained unbeaten in the first
nine matches. “We con-
ceded poor goals in the last
match and that resulted in
the loss. We have to learn
from the mistakes and make
a quick turnaround,” Sen
said ahead of the meeting
with Mumbai FC.

Mohun Bagan, which is
currently on 21 points from
10 matches, has not lost to
Churchill in the last five

meetings and this statistical
advantage, apart from the
benefit of playing at home,
will be the factors encour-
aging Sen.

Mohun Bagan is likely to
miss its Scottish striker
Darryl Duffy, who is nursing
an injury, and will have to
depend on the Indian duo of
Jeje Lalpekhlua and Balwant
Singh in the attack. What
may be worrying Sen is the
inconsistency in the de-
fence, which saw Mohun
Bagan conceding two goals
after finding a lead against
Churchill Brothers.

Mumbai FC, which is cur-
rently at the bottom of the
table with two wins, three
draws and seven losses, has
not seen a win in the last
five rounds.

Coach Santosh Kashyap
said his boys will have a
tough job on hand in con-
taining Mohun Bagan while
looking to pick up points
from the match. The news
that Mumbai FC is likely to
miss its Brazilian attacker
Alex Willian is not the situ-
ation Kashyap would have
like to face before the cru-
cial outing.

Bagan needs to
regroup quickly
Amitabha Das Sharma

Kolkata

Yuki Bhambri dismissed
Blake Mott of Australia 6-2,
6-0 in the first round of the
$50,000 Challenger men’s
tennis tournament here on
Tuesday.

In the pre-quarterfinals,
Yuki, playing the event on
an injury ‘protected’ rank-
ing, will face fifth seed Blaz
Kavcic of Slovenia who has
won 14 Challenger singles
titles.

In doubles, Yuki and
Jeevan Nedunchezhiyan
would be playing wild
cards Di Wu and Zhizhen
Zhang of China in the
pre-quarterfinals.

Bhambri

advances

Sports Bureau

Zhuhai (China)

Man-of-the-match Harsahib
Singh scored four of his
team’s five goals as Guru
Nanak Dev University, Am-
ritsar entered the semi-
finals of the 24th Nehru all-
India inter-University
hockey tournament here
on Tuesday with a 5-3 win
over Madras University in
the quarterfinals.

The results, quarterfinals:

GNDU, Amritsar 5
(Harsahib Singh 4, Karanbir
Singh) bt Madras 3 (T. Arun
Kumar 2, V. Veeratamizhan).

Sambhalpur 7 (Anugrah
Kujur 3, Nitin Mukesh Tigga,
Nilam Sanjip Xess, Francis
Toppo, Jyoti Lakra) bt SRM,
Chennai 3 (Tamizharasan, R.
Pitchaimani, R. Sennthil
Krishnan).

Harsahib
scores four
Special Correspondent

New Delhi

Kusal Mendis made the most
of a first-ball reprieve and
went on to score an un-
beaten century on Tuesday
as the host Sri Lanka posted
a commanding 321 for four
in the first Test against
Bangladesh.

Mendis remained un-
beaten on 166 at stumps
after sharing a 196-run stand
with Asela Gunaratne (85)
for the fourth wicket at the
Galle International Stadium
on the opening day of the
two-Test series.

Bangladesh pace bowler
Subashis Roy thought he had

Mendis out for a golden duck
when wicketkeeper Liton
Das dived to his right to take
a catch off an inside edge.

But a TV replay showed the
bowler had overstepped,
prompting the umpires to
declare a no-ball.

Lucky Mendis lifts Lanka with a ton
Makes the most of a irst-ball reprieve to remain unbeaten on 166 at stumps
Agence France-Presse

Galle

Centurymaker: Kusal Mendis in action. AFP

National mini-junior cham-
pion Ajay Malik and
Sandeepti Singh Rao head
the list of 16 players in the
boys and girls’ sections for
the ‘Road to Wimbledon
Masters’ tennis to be played
on grass at the Gymkhana
Clubhere fromApril 10.

The best three perform-
ances of the players from the
four national series tourna-
ments in Pune, Bengaluru,
Chandigarh and Kolkata
were taken into considera-
tion in selecting theplayers.

The champions and run-
ners-up from the Masters,
along with coaches, will
travel for the UK under-14

championship to be held at
Wimbledon inAugust.

The players: Boys: Ajay Malik,
Krishan Hooda, V.M. Sandeep,
Divesh Gahlot, Udit Gogoi,
Sushant Dabas, Dhruv Tangri,
Sanjith Devvineni, Nishant Da-
bas, Nikhil Niranjan Thirumale,
Denim Yadav, Kartik Saxena,
Rudra Kapoor, Aman Dahiya,
Pranav Ikkurthy and Shashidhar
Kota.

Girls: Sandeepti Singh Rao,
Sudipta Senthil Kumar, Sarah
Dev, Srujana Rayarala, Malikaa
Marathe, Priyanshi Bhandari,
Aditi Narayan, Gargi Pawar,
Naisha Srivastav, Hrudaya
Kaustubh Shah, Mushrath An-
jum Shaik, Ayushi Singh, Yana
Dhamija, Divya Bhardwaj,
RenneSingla andAdithiAre.

Ajay and Sandeepti
get top billing
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

RishabAgarwal knocked out
eighth seed Jose Fco. Vidal
Azorin of Spain 5-7, 6-4, 7-5 in
the first roundof the $15,000
ITF men’s Futures tennis at
the BSP Tennis Complex on
Tuesday.

The champion of the last
event in Guwahati, Sasi Ku-
mar Mukund sailed past the
young Aryan Goveas for the
loss of four games. The final-
ist in Guwahati, Sami Rein-
wein of Germany outplayed
national championV.M.Ran-
jeet 6-3, 6-1.

Third seed Davis Cupper
Vishnu Vardhan stopped
Mateusz Terczynski of Po-
land losing just six games.

The results:

First round: Pirmin Haenle
(Ger) bt Anirudh Chandrasekar
6-3, 6-1; Vishnu Vardhan bt
Mateusz Terczynski (Pol) 6-3,
6-3; Sivadeep Kosaraju bt B.R.
Nikshep 7-6(1), 6-4; Sami Rein-
wein (Ger) bt V.M. Ranjeet 6-3,
6-1; Alexis Canter (Ger) bt Ankit
Chopra 6-2, 6-3; Sasi Kumar
Mukund bt Aryan Goveas 6-2,
6-2; Rishab Agarwal bt Jose
Fco. Vidal Azorin (Esp) 5-7, 6-4,
7-5; Sriram Balaji bt Jeson
Patrombon (Phi) 6-2, 6-3.

Doubles (pre-quarterfinals):
MohitMayur&NikiPoonachabt
HimanshuMMourya & Sourabh
Singh 6-3, 6-1; Kunal Anand &
Anvit Bendre bt Paramveer
Singh Bajwa & Jaesh Pungliya
6-4,6-3.

Rishab knocks out
eighth seed
Special Correspondent

BHILAI

Troubled former world
heavyweight champion
Tyson Fury took to social
media to suggest he could
be back in the ring on May
13. However, the 28-year-old

Englishman has to still con-
vince the British Boxing
Board of Control to return
his licence.

Fury, who has admitted
taking cocaine for depres-
sion, had his licence taken
away last October.

Fury hints at return
Agence France-Presse

London
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It has taken Andrew Leeming
the better part of a decade to
restore and furnish Sir Don-
ald Bradman’s childhood
home.

It is not hard to under-
stand why. From the colour
of the glass in the front door
to the precise dimensions of
the picket fence with its
rounded rails (a key element
in the young boy’s fielding
and catching drills), every
detail of 52 Shepherd Street
in Bowral, New South Wales,
has been painstakingly recre-
ated to provide the feel of a
century ago.

“If the Don were to return
today,” according to Leem-
ing, “he’d say, ‘Yes, this is my
house.’”

On Monday, at an event
organised by The Hindu, in
association with the Press
Club of Bangalore, Leeming
took the gathering on a vir-
tual tour of the house, offer-
ing various insights into the
shaping of a young Brad-
man’s personality and the
development of his cricket-
ing skills.

“This is the story of seven
people in a normal house in
Bowral, the story of how a
young boy with a golf ball
and a stump became the

most famous person in the
British Empire.”

N. Ram, chairman, Kasturi
& Sons Ltd., welcomed the
audience. “There is a mes-
sage in this restoration for In-
dian sport,” he said. “The
BCCI was considering a mu-
seum in Mumbai but nothing
has come of it.” Suresh
Menon, cricket writer and a
columnist with The Hindu,
hosted the evening’s event,
spoke of Bradman’s relation-

ship with India.
Also present on the occa-

sion were historian and au-
thor Ramachandra Guha,
former India batsman W.V.
Raman and KSCA president
Sanjay Desai.

Leeming bought the
house — where Bradman
lived between the ages of
three and 16 — in 2007 after
chancing upon an advertise-
ment. He then embarked on
its restoration, treating it, as

Ram put it, “like a heritage
site; or indeed, a world herit-
age site.”

Central to the Bradman
story is the water tank with
its rounded stand. Bradman
had said he developed his
batting skills as a young boy
by throwing a golf ball re-
peatedly against the base of
this tank-stand and prac-
tising hitting the rebound
with a stump.

When Leeming acquired

the property, the tank was
gone, but Leeming and his
team of experts zeroed in on
the exact spot where the
tank had stood.

Test of skills
Present-day visitors to the
house are encouraged to test
their skills at the tank-stand,
with equipment matching
specifications of a hundred
years ago (a narrower stump
and a smaller golf ball). “It is
so hard.

“We’ve had Test cricketers
come and try it,” said Leem-
ing. “Simon Katich managed
only one hit.”

As a not-for-profit venture,
it is important to 52 Shep-
herd Street that it generates
public interest.

Among the visitors so far
have been “a hardened first-
grade cricketer who burst
into tears” and Sunil Gavas-
kar, who Leeming revealed
had stood in silence in front
of the tank before saying:
“Thank you. I can die happy
now!”

Leeming remarked, “This
is not a shrine, but a place to
give people pause.”

A virtual tour of the Don’s home
If he were to return today, he’d say, ‘Yes, this is my house’: Andrew Leeming

Shreedutta Chidananda

Bengaluru

All about the abode: Andrew Leeming, who has restored Don Bradman’s house in Bowral, New
SouthWales, speaks at an event organised by The Hindu and the Press Club of Bangalore on
Monday. K. MURALI KUMAR

<> There is amessage

in this restoration

for Indian sport

N. Ram

IN BRIEF

Spurs down a
fighting Rockets
LOS ANGELES

Kawhi Leonard (left) won an
epic duel with James Harden
as San Antonio Spurs downed
Houston Rockets 112-110 in a
thrilling battle on Monday.

Other results: LA Clippers
116 bt Celtics 102; Denver
108 bt Sacramento 96; Utah
88 bt New Orleans 83;
Brooklyn 122 bt Memphis
109; Charlotte 100 bt Indiana
88; Golden State 119 bt
Atlanta 111; Detroit 109 bt
Chicago 95; Milwaukee 112 bt
Philadelphia 98; AGENCIES

Ibrahimovic banned
for three games
LONDON

Manchester United striker
Zlatan Ibrahimovic will miss
Monday’s FA Cup quarterfinal
at Chelsea after accepting a
charge of violent conduct
and an immediate three-
match ban, England’s
Football Association said. AFP

Sri Lanka vs Bangladesh: 1st
Test: TEN 3 & TEN 1 HD, 9.30
a.m.
Champions League: TEN 1, 2
& TEN 1 HD, 12.30 a.m.
(Thursday)
Premier League: SS Select
HD2, 1.20 a.m. (Thursday)
NBA: Sony Six & Sony Six HD,
6.30 a.m. (Thursday)

TV PICKS

Days after writing to the
BCCI to convey its decision
to boycott the annual
awards ceremony and the
MAK Pataudi lecture to be
held here on Wednesday,
the Karnataka State Cricket
Association (KSCA) has said
that there would be no
change in its stance.

The decision to boycott
was taken after the Su-
preme Court-appointed
Committee of Administrat-

ors (CoA) decided to not ex-
tend invites to those offi-
cials disqualified in the
wake of the Lodha Commit-
tee reforms.

“The stand doesn’t
change,” said Vinay
Mruthyunjaya, KSCA
spokesperson.

“Even if somebody is dis-
qualified, they have been
disqualified for adminis-
trative reasons. Why should
they not be there for the
function?

“Some of them are crick-

eters. Ashok Anand is a
cricketer, Brijesh [Patel] is a
cricketer.

“You cannot take away
their contributions.”

He also clarified that the
BCCI had not responded to
its letter dated March 3.

“No they didn't get back
to us. The entire country is
joining us. Karnataka has
taken the lead.

“Most associations have
written to us. If you go to
the function, you will see
[this].”

No change in KSCA stand
Principal Correspondent

BengaluruThe refrain at a telephone
conference on Tuesday
among a large group of full
member representatives was
not to attend the BCCI an-
nual awards 2016 and the
Mansur Ali Khan Pataudi
Lecture to be delivered by
former India stumper,
Farokh Engineer, at
Bengaluru on Wednesday.

Many associations de-
cided to boycott the awards
function once the invitation
for the awards function from
the BCCI CEO Rahul Johri

highlighted a rider: “Kindly
note that the Committee of
Administrators is con-
strained to convey that only
those office-bearers who are
qualified as per the Supreme
Court orders are expected to
attend the function.’’

The Karnataka State
Cricket Association (KSCA)
expressed its displeasure to
the BCCI CEO saying: “We
call upon yourself to please
inform the CoA that the
KSCA will not accept such
humiliation and as a mark of
protest will boycott the said
function though cricket and

cricketers are dear to our
heart.’’

The KSCA letter has been
signed by Sanjay M. Desai
(President) and R. Sudhakar
Rao (Hon. Secretary).

VCA to attend
The Vidarbha Cricket Associ-
ation (VCA), which has an
elected body as per the rules
and regulations of the Justice
Lodha Committee recom-
mendations, will attend the
awards function.

Half a dozen full members
are likely to attend.

During the telecon, full

members discussed the pro-
ceedings at the Supreme
Court on Monday, the plan of
action to be followed for the
IPL, including money mat-
ters.

MCA to boycott
The Mumbai Cricket Associ-
ation (MCA) has decided not
to attend the awards func-
tion.

The MCA Jt. Hon. Secret-
ary, Dr. P. V. Shetty texted a
message “No’’ when asked if
MCA officials will travel to
Bengaluru to receive the
BCCI’s Best State Association

for its outstanding perform-
ance in 2015-16.

“We are not boycotting
the awards function; it’s not
practical for us to attend,”
said Ashish Shelar, presid-
ent, MCA.

The MCA has been de-
clared the “State Association
of the season (2015-16)’’ for
winning the Ranji Trophy,
C.K Nayudu Trophy and the
Women’s Plate League
Group and for finishing run-
ner-up in the Cooch Behar
Trophy, Vijay Merchant
Trophy and the Women’s
One-Day Elite Group.

KSCA, others talk of boycott
G. Viswanath

Mumbai

The Indian cricket team’s
sponsorship rights, for the
next five years, have been
sold for a record high of
₹1,079 crore.

Oppo Mobiles India Pvt.
Ltd. outbid its counterpart
Vivo to bag the prized spot
on the front of the Indian
team’s jersey from April
2017 to March 2022.

Oppo will replace Star In-
dia Pvt. Ltd., which decided
not to bid, after buying the
tender document, citing vul-
nerability in the governance
of the game.

Oppo will pay more than
double the amount that Star
shelled out for the past four
years. It will pay ₹4.61 crore
per game in a bilateral series
and ₹1.51 crore per ICC-tour-
nament game.

With India scheduled to
play at least 222 bilateral
matches and 37 ICC-tourna-
ment ties, the average
amount Oppo would be
shelling out per game is
₹4.17 crore. Star India, in
comparison, paid on an av-
erage ₹1.71 crore per game.

“These bids are testi-
mony to the strength of In-
dian cricket. It is testimony
to belief of people in Indian
cricket,” said Rahul Johri,
the BCCI chief executive.

Sky Li, India president of
Oppo, hoped to tap into the
younger generation through
its association with Indian
cricket.

“Cricket in India is not
just a sport. It’s also a way of
life, it’s a culture or even a
religion,” Li said.

The bidding process,
which saw only Oppo and
Vivo turning up from the
nine companies who had
bought the tender docu-
ment, was completed under
the watchful eyes of the CoA
member Diana Eduljee.

Oppo gets Indian
team’s sponsorship
Amol Karhadkar

MUMBAI

The issue of the Central Con-
tracts and the players’ salary
structure has again cropped
up with a former India cap-
tain conveying to the Com-
mittee of Administrators
(CoA) that the matter has to
be looked at with all
seriousness.

Virat Kohli had suggested
to the BCCI last year that the
time had come to review the
Central Contracts system
and the salary structure for

those who take part in the
BCCI’s domestic tourna-
ments.

There have recently been
reports of M.S. Dhoni also
having discussed the subject
internally with the team
management.

According to a BCCI offi-
cial who has closely been in-
volved with annual retainer-
ship and player-payments
for many years, Kohli ap-
pears to have told Ajay
Shirke, the BCCI secretary
then, about the necessity to

review and revise the pay-
ment structure after a selec-
tion committee meeting here
before the start of the series
against New Zealand.

There is a strong belief
within the BCCI and the na-
tional team that those who
play Tests should be com-
pensated handsomely — in
keeping with the format’s
pre-eminence, and given the
enormous sums some play-
ers go for at the IPL auction.

Last year, Grade A players
received ₹1 crore, Grade B

players ₹50 lakh and Grade C
players ₹25 lakh. Following a
petition, the BCCI doubled
the Test match fee to ₹15
lakh.

With the revenue from the
ICC likely to increase mani-
fold and Oppo signing a hu-
mongous team sponsorship
agreement on Tuesday, Kohli
might be justified in asking
for a better deal from the
BCCI.

There is every likelihood
the CoA will consider the re-
quest favourably.

Central Contracts may be reviewed and revised
G. Viswanath

Mumbai

Churchill Brothers posted
its third straight win, beat-
ing leader East Bengal 2-1 in
a 13th round I-League fix-
ture, at the Vidyasagar Sta-
dium at Barasat on Tuesday.

Trinidad and Tobago
striker Anthony Wolfe
opened the scoring for
Churchill before Liberian
midfielder Ansumana
Kromah doubled the lead.
East Bengal made a
comeback after the interval
but could only pull one back
through Australian Chris
Payne’s early goal.

Churchill stamped its au-
thority right after the start
by getting Wolfe to expose
the lack of coordination in
the East Bengal defence.

Wolfe, who saw his first
attempt in the fourth
minute land on the side-net-
ting, made no mistake with
the next opportunity which
came off a defensive error
committed by Anwar Ali in
the seventh minute.

Wolfe, backed well by
Kromah in the midfield,
opened up the attack route
for Churchill to keep the
host defence under pres-
sure for a greater part of the
first half. Churchill could
have doubled the lead in the
26th minute but Ali’s timely
interception denied
Kromah.

Wolfe then found his
partner with a nice through-
pass in the 34th minute and
Kromah made no mistake in

foxing the East Bengal goal-
keeper T.P. Rehenesh before
tapping into an open net.

East Bengal coach Trevor
Morgan introduced Trin-
idad and Tobago striker Wil-
lis Plaza in the 36th minute
to stem the slide and suc-
ceeded somewhat as the
host tried out a few good
moves after the latter’s ar-
rival. East Bengal did well to
regroup after the break.
Payne reduced the margin
in the 67th minute after a
neat one-two with Robin
Singh to stun the Churchill
defence.

The visitors’ defence held
up for the rest of the time to
consign the host to its
second defeat in last four
outings.
The results: East Bengal 1
(Chris Payne 67) lost to
Churchill Brothers 2 (Anthony
Wolfe 7, Ansumana Kromah
34). At Ludhiana: Minerva
Punjab 1 (Nurain 37) lost to
Shillong Lajong 2 (Lalmuan-
puia 28, Fabio 45). At Pune:
DSK Shivajians 0 lost to Aizawl
1 (Laldanmawia 85).

Resurgent Churchill
stuns East Bengal
Amitabha Das Sharma

KOLKATA
I-LEAGUE

It was a subtle change by
Luis Enrique that helped
turn things around for
Barcelona.

The outgoing coach
switched the team’s set-up
from the traditional 4-3-3
scheme to a 3-4-3 not long
after a demoralising 4-0
first-leg loss to Paris Saint-
Germain in the Champions
League.

“We found what we
wanted with this variation,”
said Enrique.

“We will have our
chances against PSG.”

The new system, with an
additional man in the mid-
field, reinvigorated the
squad and improved the of-
fence, a sector which will be

crucial for the team onWed-
nesday. The five-time
European champion has
scored 13 goals in the three
matches since Enrique
made the switch to three de-
fenders, four midfielders
and three forwards.

‘Give 300 %’
Defender Sokratis
Papastathopoulos says Bor-
ussia Dortmund must give
‘300 %’ in its bid to reach
the quarterfinals and add to
Benfica’s miserable record
in Germany. Benfica has a
precious 1-0 lead after Kon-
stantinos Mitroglou’s wining
goal in Lisbon.

Benfica’s record on Ger-
man soil is poor with 14 de-
feats in 22 European games
and just two victories.

Can 3-4-3 propel
Barcelona?
Dortmund out to add to Benica’s
Germany misery

Getting ready: Lionel Messi, Javier Mascherano and Neymar
practise in right earnest . AFP
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