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In what is regarded as a
ringing endorsement of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and a victory that
could influence the outcome
of the 2019 Lok Sabha elec-
tion, voters handed the
Bharatiya Janata Party a
three-fourths majority in
both India’s most populous
State, Uttar Pradesh, and the
neighbouring hill State of Ut-
tarakhand.

The BJP took 312 of the
403 Assembly seats in U.P.,
and its allies another 13
seats; in Uttarakhand, it won
57 of the 70 seats at stake.

In Punjab, however, anti-

incumbency sentiment fi-
nally sank the Akali Dal-BJP
combination, and returned
the Congress to power after
a gap of 10 years, with 77 of
the 117 seats.

Goa and Manipur de-
livered fractured mandates
as the Congress fell short of
the halfway mark in both
States. In Goa, the party tal-
lied 17 seats in the 40-mem-
ber Assembly, with the BJP
close behind at 13.

No clear majority
In Manipur, the Congress
won 28 of the 60 seats, three
short of a majority; the BJP
managed only 21 seats. Smal-
ler regional parties and inde-

pendents will decide who
gets to form the government
in the two States.

The Prime Minister’s per-
sonal investment in the
seven-phase elections in
U.P., during which he ad-
dressed 23 public meetings,
brought rich dividends to
the BJP that had won just 47
seats in the 2012 Assembly
elections. The results were a
virtual repeat of the BJP’s
2014 Lok Sabha perform-
ance, where the party had
won as many as 71 seats.

The ruling Samajwadi
Party, which had 224 seats
in the outgoing Assembly,
was reduced to 47, the Bahu-
jan Samaj Party to 19 and the

Congress to a paltry seven
seats. “This is a victory for
the Prime Minister’s corrup-
tion-free governance and his
pro-poor policies,” party
president Amit Shah said
after the poll trends became
clear on Saturday. On his
part, Mr. Modi tweeted, “Am
overjoyed that BJP has re-
ceived unprecedented sup-
port from all sections of so-
ciety. Huge support from the
youth is gladdening.”

Both Mr. Modi and Mr.
Shah made special mention
of the “support” the party
had received in Manipur and
Goa, underlining that they
favoured forming govern-
ments in both States.

Congress spokesman R.S.
Surjewala too indicated that
his party would form gov-
ernments in Manipur and
Goa. “Our victories in Pun-
jab, Manipur and Goa are a
fitting answer to those who
promoted the idea of a Con-
gress-free India.”

The Aam Aadmi Party,
which fancied its chances in
Punjab, won 20 seats with a
vote share of just under 24%,
while the Akali Dal won 15
and the BJP just three seats.

Mayawati’s charge
Soon after the U.P. results
became known, Bahujan
Samaj Party president May-
awati lashed out at what she

claimed was the manipulation
of Electronic Voting Machines
(EVMs). Ms. Mayawati’s de-
mand for an inquiry into EVM
use received support from out-
going U.P. Chief Minister and
Samajwadi Party president
Akhilesh Yadav. Addressing a
press conference in Lucknow,
Mr. Yadav defended his alliance
with Rahul Gandhi’s Congress,
saying it had benefited the SP.

He also indicated that the SP
wanted to continue the alliance
with the Congress since it
brought together two young
leaders — himself and Rahul
Gandhi.

BJP rides Modi wave to win big in U.P.

Special Correspondent

New Delhi

Rousing day: BJP president Amit Shah arriving at the party headquarters in NewDelhi on Saturday, after the declaration of the Assembly election results. SANDEEP SAXENA

BJP president Amit Shah an-
nounced that his party’s
highest decision-making
body, the parliamentary
board, will be meeting on
Sunday to determine who
will be the next Chief Minis-
ters of Uttar Pradesh and
Uttarakhand.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is a member of this
body, and it will decide who
to send as central observers
to elect the next CM in these
States.

Field wide open
The field in both U.P. and
Uttarakhand appears wide
open for all manner of pos-
sibilities. In Uttar Pradesh,
the choice for the BJP will
depend on whether the
party wants to give a sign to
the non-Yadav OBC com-
munity of a full partnership
or will plump for a face with
a small community base but
whom the leadership trusts
implicitly. BJP president

Amit Shah said, in his vic-
tory speech in Delhi, that
the verdict in U.P. would
end the politics of casteism,
dynasty and minority ap-
peasement.

“Therefore the choice is
wide, and it will be someone
who can deliver develop-
ment in the two-and-a-half
years to the general elec-
tion,” said a source.

“Doosra Modi chahiye
hoga (we will need a second
Modi),” said the source.

CM probables crowd
the scene for BJP

Party parliamentary board to take call

Nistula Hebbar

New Delhi

Keshav PrasadMaurya is
among the probable U.P.
CM candidates. PTI
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The Congress and the Bhar-
atiya Janata Party were on
Saturday poised for a power
tussle in Goa and Manipur
with both the States throw-
ing up a fractured verdict.

While in Goa the Con-
gress won 17 seats in an As-
sembly of 40, in Manipur
the party got 28 seats in a
60-member House. The BJP
was close behind with 13
and 21 in Goa and Manipur
respectively.

Given the scenario, smal-
ler parties hold the key to
government formation. In
Manipur, political observers
said despite the Congress
being tantalisingly close to
the majority mark of 31, it
would be advantage BJP.

The National People’s
Party (NPP) and the Naga
People’s Front (NPF) have
won four seats each and
both are inclined towards
the BJP.

The Lok Jan Shakti Party,

an ally of the National
Democratic Alliance at the
Centre, won one seat and its
leader, Union Minister Ram
Vilas Pawan, declared that it
will support the BJP.

The Trinamool Congress
has one seat along with an
independent.

BJP national general sec-
retary Ram Madhav, who
has been camping in Im-
phal, claimed that the NPF
had declared its support to a
non-Congress party.

BJP may have the edge in Manipur

Prakash Kamat

Shiv Sahay Singh

Panaji/Imphal

Congress supporters
celebrate in Imphal on
Saturday. RITU RAJ KONWAR
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Small parties hold the
key in Manipur, Goa
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Twelve CRPF personnel
were killed on Saturday in
an ambush by Maoists at the
Bhejji forest area in Sukma
district, along the Chhattis-
garh-Andhra Pradesh bor-
der.

The attack took place
when a team of the CRPF’s
219 battalion from Bhejji
camp were heading to a
road construction site near
Kottacheru village. The
Maoists triggered landmines
and opened fire indiscrimin-
ately at the personnel.

D.M. Awasthi, Special Dir-
ector General of Police, Anti
Naxal Operations (ANO) unit
of the Chhattisgarh police,
said the team consisted of

110 men. An ANO statement
said, “The CRPF team had
left Bhejji camp at 8 a.m. It
was ambushed at around
8.40 a.m. between the Baku-
para and Kottacheru village
forest, resulting in the death
of 11 CRPF personnel. Five

injured CRPF men were
brought to Raipur for treat-
ment, but one later suc-
cumbed to injuries.”

(With inputs from
Pawan Dahat in Raipur)

Rebels triggered landmines, opened ire in forest area

P. Sridhar

KONTA (CHHATTISGARH)

Resurgence of terror: A CRPF jawan at a checkpoint at Konta
in Sukma district of Chhattisgarh on Saturday. G.N.RAO

12 killed as Maoists ambush
CRPF personnel in Sukma
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Uttarakhand also votes for BJP,
gives it 57 of 70 seats

Congress wins Punjab after 10 years,
anti-incumbency fells SAD-BJP

No clear verdict in Manipur, Goa
but Congress is single largest party

AAP comes second in Punjab, but
fails to make any impact in Goa
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CITY

The results of the five State
Assembly elections on Sat-
urday, particularly the Bhar-
atiya Janata Party’s (BJP) win
in Uttar Pradesh, triggered a
fresh round of speculation
over the fate of the Capital’s
three civic bodies that will go
to polls next month.

The BJP has been in power
in the municipal corpora-
tions of Delhi since 2007,
with the Congress in Opposi-
tion. The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP), meanwhile, will be
contesting the municipal
polls for the first time.

Confident lot
The BJP, which is expected
to face anti-incumbency, was
more confident after Sat-
urday’s results, as was the
Congress, which is hoping to
revive itself in the Capital.

Despite what party in-
siders admitted was a below-
than-expected performance
in Punjab and Goa, the AAP
remained confident of wrest-
ing control of the three mu-
nicipal corporations, citing
the “failure of the Modi
wave” in the 2015 Delhi As-
sembly elections.

‘For the middle class’
The Delhi BJP, evidently
elated with the party’s sweep
in UP, pointed to victories in
Noida and Ghaziabad as
proof that it had won the
battle for “the hearts and
minds of the middle class”
and would partake in “a vic-
tory march” culminating at

the helm of each civic
bodies.

“Our performance in sev-
eral areas that constitute the
National Capital Region
(NCR), which is inhabited by
people who work and earn
in Delhi, is an indicator that
the middle class is not only
with us, but for us,” said a
senior leader from the Delhi
BJP, adding that the party
would begin preparations for
the civic polls “with renewed

vigour”.
Sharmistha Mukherjee,

spokesperson of the Delhi
Pradesh Congress Commit-
tee, said that the Congress’
wins in Punjab and Goa had
proved that the AAP would
not be its “replacement”.

“The AAP was trying to
project itself as an alternative
to the Congress. But, people
have rejected that. When it
comes to the municipal elec-
tions in Delhi, the issues will
be local. Delhiites are tired of
both the BJP and the AAP,”
she said.

She added that Delhi was
“different”, citing the ex-
ample of the 2015 Delhi As-
sembly elections, where the

BJP was reduced to three
seats not even a year after
the 2014 Lok Sabha polls,
where the BJP swept the
seven Parliamentary seats.

The AAP, too, used the
same argument. “There is no
reason to equate the success
of the BJP in UP or any other
State with its chances in
Delhi. Despite the Modi
wave, the AAP won 67 of the
70 Assembly constituencies
in 2015. The municipal cor-
porations have, over the last
decade under the BJP, be-
come dens of corruption and
will fall more for that reason
in addition to anti-incum-
bency,” said a senior AAP
functionary.

Assembly poll results boost BJP,
Cong; AAP hopes for 2015 repeat
All eyes are now on the civic polls scheduled in the Capital next month

Poor performance: Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal with other AAP leaders after the election
results were announced, at his residence on Saturday. SHANKER CHAKRAVARTY

Jatin Anand

Damini Nath

New Delhi

<> Delhiites are tired

of both the BJP

and the AAP

SharmisthaMukherjee

Spokesperson,
Delhi Pradesh Congress Committee

JNU Vice-Chancellor M.
Jagadesh Kumar fell prey to
trolls on social media on
Saturday after he took to
Twitter crediting BJP’s vic-
tory in UP to “develop-
ment” and “inclusivity”.

Mr. Kumar, who was as-
sociated with Vijnana
Bharti — an RSS wing in-
volved with the Swadeshi
Science Movement —before
he took over as JNU V-C,
has often been accused of
acting on directions from
the BJP and for his affili-
ation with the Sangh.

“People of India have
once again demonstrated
overwhelmingly that we
stand for development and
inclusivity,” he tweeted.
Mr. Kumar also sent this
tweet to some journalists,
drawing sharp reactions.

‘Unbecoming’
Soon after, Twiterrati star-
ted trolling him and called
it “unbecoming”.

“It is highly unbecoming
of person holding the top
post in a Central University
to reveal his affiliation in
this manner,” said one
tweet.

“U said, I’m not Sanghi
or BJP member, u hv for-
gotten that ur VC of a Uni-
versity not BJP candidate,”
said another Twitter user.

Another tweet said,
“And a Vice Chancellor to a
central university chimes
in!”

“JNU VC cannot control
his joy on BJP victory,” said
another Twitter user.

V. Lenin Kumar, former
president of the JNU Stu-
dents’ Union, said, “JNU
VC tweets for BJP victory....
sir ji abh chaliye mandir
banayengey”.

JNU V-C
trolled for
tweet on
BJP’s win
Press Trust of India

New Delhi

M. Jagadesh Kumar was
slammed for crediting the
victory to ‘development’,
‘inclusivity’. FILE PHOTO

The BJP swept all seats in
Gutam Budh Nagar and
neighbouring Ghaziabad
and Bulandshahr districts.
All three assembly seats —
Noida, Jewar and Dadri
were won by BJP’s candid-
ates. Following the victory,
party workers celebrated
with colours, fireworks, and
trumpets outside the elec-
tion and party offices.

Victory for Pankaj Singh
BJP candidates in Gautam
Budh Nagar secured about
50% of the votes in all three
constituencies.

Home minister Rajnath
Singh’s son Pankaj Singh
was contesting from the
high profile Noida assembly
seat and registered a histor-
ical victory with a total of

1,62,417 votes, beating the
nearest candidate, Sunil
Choudhary of SP, by
1,04,016 votes. Mr. Singh se-
cured a mandate of 63.8 %
voters in the Noida constitu-
ency.

“Our challenge begins
now as we will put all our
energies to live up to all the
promises made to voters
during our campaign. We
will work hard to fulfil
promises made in our mani-
festo for the UP polls,” said
Mr. Singh following his
victory.

Tejpal Singh Nagar, who
contested for BJP from
Dadri, secured 1,41,226
votes, beating former BSP
MLA from Dadri, Satveer
Singh Gurjar, by 80,177
votes. Nagar secured over
53% votes.

Of the total 2,54,194 votes

polled, 1,786 went to NOTA
category in Noida, where 14
candidates were in the fray.

In Jewar, initially it was a
close contest between BJP’s
Dhirendra Singh and former
BSP MLA Vedram Bhati.
However, Mr. Singh
emerged the clear winner
with a margin of 22,173
votes and a vote share of
48.7%.

Wins 5 Assembly seats
BJP bagged all five assembly
seats in Ghaziabad — Loni,
Murad Nagar, Sahibabad,
Ghaziabad and Modi Nagar.

The two urban segments
of Sahibabad and
Ghaziabad were won by
Sunil Sharma, a former
MLA, and Atul Garg, re-
spectively. Out of five seats,
Sunil Sharma won with the
biggest margin. He won

nearly 1,50,685 votes in
Sahibabad, UP’s biggest as-
sembly segment. Sharma
defeated his nearest rival
and sitting MLA Amarpal
Sharma, who fought on a
Congress ticket and secured
nearly 1,12,056 votes.

In Ghaziabad city, BJP’s
Garg defeated BSP’s sitting
MLA Suresh Bansal by
nearly 70,505 votes while
from Loni, first-timer Nand
Kishor beat sitting BSP MLA
Zakir Ali by a margin of
42,809 votes.

In Murad Nagar, former
UP cabinet minister Rajpal
Tyagi’s son Ajit Tyagi de-
feated BSP’s Sudhan Rawat
by 89,401 votes. Apart from
Ghaziabad, BJP registered a
historic win in Bulandshahr
by winning all seven seats.
Hapur and Aligarh too went
to BJP.

BJP sweeps Gautam Budh Nagar
Purusharth Aradhak

Noida/Ghaziabad/Bulandshahr

The shifting of sanitation
staff from one ward to an-
other has become the latest
political battle in the South
Delhi Municipal Corpora-
tion (SDMC) ahead of the
municipal elections in
April.

Congress objects
The BJP-ruled SDMC is
planning on re-structuring
the deployment of safai
karamcharis so that all
wards, particularly in rural
areas that have inadequate
number of sanitation staff,
can get more cleaners.

However, the Opposition
Congress has objected to
this, saying that the BJP
leadership is trying to move

sanitation workers in order
to please voters ahead of
the elections.

At a meeting of the
House on Friday, Leader of

the Opposition Farhad Suri
said sanitation workers
were being removed from
mostly Congress council-
lors’ wards in order to post
them to rural areas.

A stitch in time
“Why has the BJP woken up
to the shortage of safai kara-
mcharis after five years, just
a month before elections?
They have realised that the
rural wards are important
when it comes to winning a
majority,” said Mr. Suri.

‘Improving clealiness’
Mayor Shyam Sharma, how-
ever, said the move was
only aimed at improving
cleanliness: “We want to
ensure that all wards are
covered adequately.”

SDMC leaders spar over shifting of safai karamcharis

Damini Nath

New Delhi

Leader of Opposition Farhad
Suri said workers were
mostly being removed from
Congress councillors’
wards. SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

Politics over deployment
of sanitation workers

The Delhi Police, on Fri-
day, arrested three persons
who would steal jewellery
by diverting the attention
of the shopkeeper. It was
later found that the three
were siblings and had star-
ted stealing ornaments to
get extra money to support
themselves. A jeweller who
used to buy stolen jew-
ellery from them was also
arrested.

Modus operandi
According to the police,
the modus operandi of the
siblings — 32-year-old
Chunni Lal and his two sis-
ters — involved Lal and one
of his sisters entering the
shop and asking the shop-
keeper to show them jew-
ellery. Eventually, the
other sister would enter
and try to divert the atten-
tion of the jeweller. The po-
lice said she would steal an
ornament at the first
chance she got and hand it
over to her sister, who had
come with Lal. Later, they
would sell the jewellery to
Prem Kumar who has a
shop in east Delhi’s Nand
Nagri.

The accused were
caught with the help of
CCTV footage received by
the police from complain-
ant Bundu Ali’s shop. Ali
had registered a complaint
on January 31 stating that a
male and two females had
stolen 60 nose pins from
his shop in Madipur.

Siblings held
for stealing
jewellery

Staff Reporter

New Delhi

The Delhi Police have arres-
ted three men who stole
two-wheelers, mostly mo-
torcycles and scootys, and
rented them out to snatch-
ers on a daily basis.

The thieves were appre-
hended from west Delhi’s
Pitampura.

Caught during check
The trio — Rajinder Kumar
(44), Akash (21), Monu (20)
— were caught when the po-
lice were checking vehicles
in front of Maharaja
Agrasen Model School in
Pitampura.

Rajinder was on a
Yamaha FZ while Monu was
riding a Hero Splendor with
Akash on the pillion.

Documents missing
The motorcycles were
found to be stolen when the

police asked for documents
for the two-wheelers.

In touch with snatchers
According to the police,
Rajinder — who is allegedly
the head of the gang — ran a
repair workshop in north-
west Delhi.

He was allegedly in con-
tact with several snatchers
in Mangolpuri and Sultan-
puri and would supply
stolen two-wheelers to
them.

Also dismantled bikes
“He also used to dismantle
stolen bikes in his workshop
and use their spare parts to
repair other motorcycles,”
said a senior police official.

So far, the police have re-
covered 12 two-wheelers.
“They have confessed to
their involvement in several
vehicle thefts,” added the
official.

Gang of two-wheeler
thieves busted
Trio rented out vehicles to snatchers

Staff Reporter

New Delhi

In the net: The thieves were arrested from Pitampura. So far,
12 two-wheelers have been recovered. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Lieutenant-Governor Anil
Baijal on Saturday visited
the newly developed
Jamunwala Park in Saket,
and termed it the “best ex-
ample of coordinated ef-
forts among agencies in
Delhi”.

Mr. Baijal had ordered
the development of the
3.08-acre park and its sur-
rounding areas after seeing
garbage lying all around.
Puneet Goel, Commis-
sioner, South Delhi Muni-
cipal Corporation (SDMC),
was appointed as the nodal
officer.

‘Milestone achieved’
“The L-G said he was de-
lighted. He added that he
wanted to congratulate Mr.
Goel for achieving this mile-
stone only in eight weeks,”
said a senior SDMC official.

L-G visits
‘developed’
park in Saket
Staff Reporter

New Delhi

Apropos the news item
titled ‘L-G all praise for
AAP at Budget Session’,
which appeared on page 1
of Delhi Metro on March 7,
it is hereby clarified that
phase-II construction of
the IIIT-Delhi, and not IIT-
Delhi, is likely to be com-
pleted by August 2017

Clariication Clear skies forecast
for Capital today
NEW DELHI

It was a cloudy day with
sunny patches in the Capital
on Saturday, while the
morning hours witnessed
light rains. The maximum
temperature was 23.6
degrees Celsius, six notches
below the season’s average.
The weatherman has forecast
clear skies for Sunday. PTI

IN BRIEF

Soon, IGNOU to
go paperless
NEW DELHI

The Indira Gandhi National
Open University (IGNOU) will
soon be one of the first
universities in India to adopt
the new e-filing system that
will enable a paperless
environment. “The move will
help us track delay in
projects,” said Prof. Manjulika
Srivastava, Director, Academic
Coordination Division, IGNOU.
STAFF REPORTER

Amul hikes milk prices
by ₹2 per litre in NCR
NEW DELHI

Dairy major Amul has hiked
the price of milk sold in
Delhi-NCR by ₹2 per litre,
close on the heels of Mother
Dairy effecting an increase.
With the price revision, one
litre of toned milk would cost
₹42 while full cream would
be available for ₹52. PTI

The Delhi High Court has
sent a man to two months’
imprisonment for disobey-
ing a Supreme Court order,
as per which he was to pay
₹1 lakh maintenance to his
estranged wife each month.
Also, he had been ordered
to clear arrears of ₹67 lakh.

“Keeping in view the con-
tumacious conduct of the
respondent-husband, this
court sentences the re-
spondent to two months’
simple imprisonment, along
with a fine of ₹2,000,”
ordered Justice Manmohan,
holding the man guilty of
contempt of court.

The court was hearing a
contempt petition moved by
the woman, who alleged dis-
obedience of an SC order
dated April 19, 2016,
whereby the man was direc-
ted to pay ₹1 lakh as interim
maintenance every month
with effect fromMay 1, 2016,
until the final maintenance
was decided. Further, he
was directed to clear all ar-
rears within three months.

‘Lavish lifestyle’
The woman also told the
high court that her es-
tranged husband was yet to
pay an outstanding amount
of ₹67 lakh. Presenting pho-

tographs as proof of the
man’s alleged luxurious life-
style, she said his conduct
was contumacious.

The man, on the other
hand, claimed to be a salar-
ied employee with a com-
pany run by one of his relat-
ives.

He also said that he made
₹20,000 per month and that
he had already paid his wife
₹43 lakh.

Justice Manmohan, how-
ever, said the Supreme
Court had considered the
grounds of financial incapa-
city. Rejecting his argument
of having suffered financial
losses, the high court said
“the respondent-husband
has till date not been de-
clared an insolvent and, in
fact, it has not been brought
to the notice of this court
that any proceeding has
been filed by the respond-
ent-husband seeking such a
declaration.”

‘Financially sound’
“Moreover, from the re-
spondent-husband’s appear-
ance, it does not seem to
this court that he is finan-
cially not capable to pay the
maintenance amount. His
conduct interferes with the
due course of justice and he
is guilty of contempt of
court,” the court said.

Man gets jail for
disobeying SC order
Was to pay ₹1 lakh as maintenance

Akanksha Jain

New Delhi

The Noida administration
said it has begun identifying
home buyers who live in
flats that are not registered
with the authorities and has
started issuing notices to
some of the “illegal occu-
pants”.

Gautam Budh Nagar dis-
trict magistrate N.P. Singh
told The Hindu that if the res-
idents fail to submit satisfact-
ory replies to the notices,
then stringent action will be
taken against them. “Living
without registration of flats
is a violation of the law. Ten
times the registration fee can
be charged as a penalty from

the occupants,” said Mr.
Singh.

Developers summoned
He said the district adminis-
tration has also called a
meeting of the developers
who have obtained occu-

pancy certificate, but have
not registered flats in favour
of their buyers.

According to latest data
on properties in Noida and
Greater Noida, completion
certificates have been issued
so far to projects by 48 de-
velopers. There are projects
by over 20 developers who
have not obtained comple-
tion certificates and allowed

their home buyers to live in
their properties. Uttar Pra-
desh stamp and registration
department officials said
there are nearly 20,000
home buyers in Noida and
Greater Noida, who are liv-
ing in their flats without
completion certificates.

Pocket pinch
The developers have
charged between ₹3 and ₹4
lakh from each buyer for
“buying stamp and other re-
gistry expenses”.

“Many developers have
collected money for registra-
tion, but they have not done
the paper work,” said Amit
Gupta, a home buyer.

Administration starts issuing notices to ‘illegal occupants’, says strict action soon

Purusharth Aradhak

Noida

Noida: crackdown on unregistered lats

<> Many developers

have collected

money for

registration, but

have not done the

paper work

Amit Gupta

Home buyer

A court here has pulled up
the Central Bureau of Invest-
igation (CBI) for fabricating
documents with regard to a
trap laid to catch a Delhi Po-
lice constable, who had al-
legedly demanded a bribe to
settle a complaint regarding
noise pollution.

The constable, Ram
Kishan Sharma, worked in
the Kotwali SDM court at

Daryaganj. A complaint had
been lodged against him by
one Pawan Kumar, who al-
leged that the accused
sought a bribe of ₹20,000 to
settle a noise pollution
complaint.

‘Documents fabricated’
Acquitting the constable, Ad-
ditional Sessions Judge
Brijesh Kumar Garg said
“there is a large number of
material contradictions and

name and address of the ac-
cused. “None of the CBI offi-
cials, including the verifying
officer... and the trap laying
officer... were aware of the
correct name and address of
the accused [at the time of
lodging of FIR] despite al-
leged verification of the
complaint,” Mr. Garg said.

The policemen who al-
legedly caught the accused
were also not examined dur-
ing the trial.

discrepancies on record.”
Referring to replies to a

RTI application regarding a
witness accompanying the
CBI in cases where a trap is
laid, the judge said: “These
RTI documents cast a seri-
ous doubt on the entire pro-
secution case and points to-
wards fabrication of
documents by the CBI offi-
cials at a later stage.”

The court also indicted
the CBI for giving incorrect

Court pulls up CBI, acquits cop facing graft charges

Constable was accused of demanding ₹20,000 as bribe to settle a complaint

Nirnimesh Kumar

New Delhi
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Monkeys have unleashed
devastation in Himachal
Pradesh. In the last one
year, they have caused a
loss of ₹184.28 crore to the
State’s farmers by destroy-
ing their crops.

A majority of the popu-
lation in Himachal Pradesh
is dependent on agricul-
ture for survival. However,
with crops being attacked
by Rhesus Macaques, a
species of monkeys that
abound in the State, farmers
are in trouble.

Ashok Thakur, a farmer in
Palyan village, says he had to
quit growing traditional
crops as these would be easy
prey for the simians.

“I used to grow wheat,
maize and vegetables for sale
in the nearby suburbs. Then
monkeys started attacking
my crops, and I was forced
to grow ginger and turmeric
instead.”

Business hit
The new crops, however, do
not fetch him a good profit,

Mr. Thakur rues. Therefore,
he has taken up a job as a
welder to supplement his in-
come.

“How else will I support a
family of five?” he asks.

In a bid to control the
menace, the previous gov-
ernment had set up a few
parks across the State to
house the animals. The pro-
ject, however, failed.

State Forest Minister
Thakur Singh Bharmauri has
now written to the Centre
suggesting a retrieval of the
project.

“We have sought ₹200

crore assistance from the
Centre for setting up mon-
key parks in the State. We
have also suggested the ster-
ilisation of monkeys and the
creation of rescue centres
for them,” Mr. Bharmauri
said in the Vidhan Sabha.

Why no culling
Various farmers’ organisa-
tions in the State have also
been demanding the culling
or export of monkeys for
bio-medical research.

Culling, however, is
strongly opposed by some
Delhi-based animal welfare

organisations. Each time
the State government tried
to take measures to check
the population of the simi-
ans, the organisations went
to court.

In 2010, a few of the
primates were culled by
farmers with due permis-
sion from the government.
The animal welfare groups,
however, had taken the
matter to court, said
Satyawan Pundir, a leader
of the State Kisan Sabha.
“We demand that the gov-

ernment arrange profes-
sional shooters for culling
and not leave the operation
to farmers,” said Mr. Pundir.

Besides monkeys, crops
are attacked by wild boars,
blue bells, peacocks, rabbits,
porcupines, black bears and
jackals.

Further, given the small
size of the holdings and the
vagaries of the weather, agri-
culture is suffering in the
State. Data show that the
contribution of agriculture
in the GSDP has come down
below 10% from over 50% a
few decades ago.

Monkeys wreak havoc with
crops in Himachal Pradesh
Primates have caused a loss of ₹184.28 crore to farmers of the State

Kanwar Yogendra

Shimla A tribal from Odisha’s
Koraput district, who was
rescued by the BSF from In-
dia-Pakistan border in Gu-
jarat, is returning home after
an ordeal lasting over
months.

Bala Santa (42), his son
Muna Santa (15) and a social
activist boarded Gandhid-
ham Express in Gujarat on
Friday evening and will
reach Odisha on Sunday.

His safe return to the
State assumes significance as
the government reportedly
had made no efforts to bring
him back.

Bala, a Kondh tribal from
Padeikund village under
Kundra Block of Koraput,
had migrated to Palakkad in
Kerala to work as agricul-
tural labourer in June 2016.
Upset over payment of his
wage, Bala decided to return
home while his son stayed
back.

Language barrier
Bala, with ₹250 in his
pocket, left for the nearest
Palakkad railway station.
However language barrier
prevented communication
and he was guided to board
a train to Ahmedabad. He
got down at the last station
and somehow wandered
away to the India-Pakistan

border in Kutch area.
After six months of his de-

parture from Kerala,
Narayan Saravor Police Sta-
tion in Kutch, to whom the
BSF had handed over cus-
tody of Bala on February 19,
contacted the Kundra Police
in Koraput informing them
of his ‘capture’. Although
the Koraput Police did not
find any criminal records of
Bala, they made little effort
to bring him back. His family
members subsequently ap-
proached the district admin-
istration, but in vain.

After getting no immedi-
ate response from their
counterparts in Odisha, the
Gujarat Police kept him in
custody. Bala slipped into

depression and was admit-
ted to a mental hospital in
Bhuj. Subsequently, a
Bhubaneswar-based NGO,
Aide et Action, facilitated his
return. Bala came out of his
depression on seeing his
son.

Migrant workers
“Bala was lucky to have been
traced. Although the State
government claims to have
set up units to monitor
movement of migrant work-
ers, no robust mechanism is
in place so far. When mi-
grant workers land up in
trouble, the governmental
help does not reach in time,”
said Aide et Action regional
head Umi Daniel.

Nomechanism in place to help migrant workers: NGO

Satyasundar Barik

BHUBANESWAR

United with son: Bala Santa (centre) after his discharge from a
mental hospital in Bhuj in Gujarat. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Odisha man on way home
after rescue from Gujarat

Celebration time:Huge cut-outs of PrimeMinister Narendra Modi and BJP chief Amit Shah were erected at the Janpath Circle in
NewDelhi on Saturday as the party celebrated its victory in the Assembly polls. SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR.
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Towering igures

The National Highways Au-
thority of India (NHAI) will
shortly take over the Jaipur
ring road project, lying in-
complete for the last five
years, to construct the 47-
km-long road connecting
outer areas of the capital city
with highways and providing
an alternative route to the
city residents with deconges-
tion of interior roads.

Union Road Transport
and Highways Minister Nitin
Gadkari, who was on a visit
to Dausa district on Friday,

said the work would be com-
pleted in 15 months. A com-
mittee will be constituted to
terminate an existing tripart-
ite contract for the ring
road's construction in order
to avoid legal hassles.

Work will also start this
year on a super expressway

between Jaipur and Delhi,
which will significantly re-
duce the travel time between
the two cities.

Land acquisition
Mr. Gadkari said the con-
trolled-access expressway, to
be developed between
Kherki Daula at Gurugram in
Haryana and Chandwaji near
Jaipur, would cover a dis-
tance of 200 km. He asked
the Rajasthan government to
complete land acquisition
process and give approval to
the alignment cleared by the
Haryana government.

Work will be completed in 15 months, says Gadkari

Special Correspondent

Jaipur

UnionMinister Nitin Gadkari

Jaipur ring road project to
be taken over by NHAI

Odisha Chief Minister to
celebrate Holi in Delhi
BHUBANESWAR

Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik on Saturday left for
Delhi on a six-day visit. Mr
Patnaik, who was
accompanied by his elder
sister and author Geeta
Mehta, will celebrate Holi
with his family members in
New Delhi this year. He will
return to Bhubaneswar on
March 16. PTI

IN BRIEF

Heroin seized,
woman arrested
AIZAWL

The Mizoram Excise and
Narcotics department
officials on Saturday seized 11
gram of heroin at Rangvamual
near Aizawl, a department
spokesperson said. The
contraband, worth around
₹50,000 in the local market,
was suspected to be
smuggled from Myanmar.
A woman from whose
possession the drug was
found was arrested. PTI

Louiz Banks plans solo
album on Tagore
KOLKATA

Louiz Banks is planning to
bring out a solo album on
Rabindranath Tagore songs.
He said the album will have
his favourite ‘Rabindra
Sangeet’ tracks and retain
strong influences of modern
progressive and
contemporary jazz on the
instrumental side. . PTI

District-level action plans
are being formulated in Ra-
jasthan in association with
the United Nations Chil-
dren's Fund (UNICEF) and
the United Nations Popula-
tion Fund (UNFPA) to reduce
infant mortality rate (IMR).

The action plans will en-
sure availability of facilities
for saving lives of newborn
babies.

Principal Medical and

Health Secretary Veenu
Gupta said here over the
weekend that all resources
necessary for rendering
quality health services to in-
fants were available in the
State and the only task left
was their prudent use
through an efficient
management.

State target
Ms. Gupta said the IMR in
the State at present was 32
per 1,000 live births, while

the target had been set to re-
duce it to 12 per 1,000 live
births by 2030.

Addressing a workshop
on “roadmap preparation
for neonatal mortality” at
Swasthya Bhavan here, Ms.
Gupta said several develop-
ment partners were willing
to extend technical coopera-
tion for reducing IMR.

“Death audit” for infants
at the district level would be
a significant step towards
controlling IMR, she added.

Action plan to reduce IMR
Special Correspondent

Jaipur

Tight security for
Holi in Rajasthan
JAIPUR

Elaborate security
arrangements have been
made across Rajasthan ahead
of Holi festival on Sunday and
Monday. Additional police
force has been deployed in all
districts to maintain law and
order during the festival of
colours, said ADGP (law and
order), NRK Reddy. - PTI

Farmer shot dead
by sand mafia
BHIND

A farmer was shot dead on
Saturday and two others
sustained bullet injuries when
some unidentified persons
involved in illegal sand
mining fired at them at
Kachar village near here.
Some farmers had asked the
persons not to carry out sand
mining on Sindh riverbed. - PTI
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Naidu lays foundation
stone for VEM Aerocity
VIJAYAWADA

Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu on Saturday laid the
foundation stone for the
construction of defence spare
parts manufacturing
company, VEM Aerocity, at
Vatluru in Pedapadu mandal,
West Godavari district.

IN BRIEF

IUML to announce
candidate on March 15
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The Indian Union Muslim
League will announce its
candidate for the April 11 Lok
Sabha byelection in
Malappuram on March 15. The
party’s working committee
will meet in Malappuram to
select the candidate. The poll
was necessitated following
the death of party MP
E. Ahamad.

6 held for blackmailing
Kerala businessman
MYSURU

The Mysuru police have
arrested six persons,
including two women, for
blackmailing a Kerala-based
businessman in the city. The
police said when T.V. Nisar, a
jeweller from Kannur, was in
Mysuru about a month ago,
he was videographed in a
compromising position with a
woman. Later, he received
calls demanding money.

Hoteliers hail move to
boycott soft drinks
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The Kerala Hotel and
Restaurant Association has
welcomed in principle the
decision by traders’
associations to boycott
products of soft drink giants
such as Pepsi and Coca-Cola.
But the association will take a
decision on whether hotels,
restaurants and bakeries
should boycott these
products only after a meeting
of the State committee.

The Telangana Assembly
budget session began on a
sour note with the suspen-
sion of two legislators from
the Telugu Desam Party on
the charge of ‘disrupting’ the
Governor’s address, and the
Opposition parties — Con-
gress, Bharatiya Janata Party
and CPI(M) — staging a
walkout.

Kodangal MLA Revanth
Reddy and Sattupalli MLA S.
Venkata Veraiah were sus-
pended for the rest of the
budget session, Speaker
Madhusudhana Chary said.
Both the leaders had raised
slogans while Governor
E.S.L. Narasimhan was ad-
dressing the joint session of
the Houses on Friday.

The Opposition parties
later held a meeting with
Leader of the Opposition K.
Jana Reddy, who also ex-
pressed unhappiness over
the development.

In the evening, Mr. Rev-
anth Reddy said he was sus-
pended for no fault. The
move showed that the gov-
ernment feared people who
raised questions. He stuck to
his stand that the Governor’s
speech was “full of lies.”

TRS legislators Ramalinga
Reddy, Guvvala Balaraju and
Vemula Prashanth Reddy de-
fended the Speaker’s de-
cision and demanded an un-
conditional apology from
the TDP legislators. They

also wanted Mr. Jana Reddy
to demand an apology from
the legislators for their beha-
viour.

Addressing the House
later, Chief Minister K.
Chandrasekhar Rao ex-
pressed regret that the Op-
position members had failed
to participate in the debate.
He said dissent was a demo-
cratic right but it should be
contextual.

Prove or perish, says CM
Lambasting the Opposition
parties for their allegations
of corruption, Mr. Rao said
his government would soon
introduce a bill to punish
those who could not prove
their allegations. ‘Prove or
perish’ would be the motto
of the law, he said.

Mr. Rao affirmed that the
bills for 12 per cent reserva-
tion in jobs for Muslims and
the Scheduled Tribes would
be introduced in the legis-
lature in the budget session.

Two TDP legislators
suspended in Telangana
Opposition walks out of Assembly; TRS defends decision

R. Ravikanth Reddy

HYDERABAD

K. Chandrasekhar Rao

The Union Ministry of Elec-
tronics and Information
Technology is yet to block
10 Facebook accounts with
content “creating religious
disharmony,” despite the
Mangaluru police intimating
it four months ago.

On November 14,
Mangaluru Police Commis-
sioner M. Chandra Sekhar
wrote to B.K. Murthy, Group
Coordinator, Cyber Law,
Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology, in-
forming him of the October
14, 2016 order of the 2nd Ju-
dicial magistrate first class

court, Mangaluru, to block
the Facebook accounts in
the name of Jabbar B.C.
Road, Mangalore Muslims,
and eight others.

Court order
The magistrate court had
passed the order on a re-
quisition by the investiga-
tion officer in a case relating
to objectionable posts de-
faming Lord Rama and Dur-
gaparameshwari on the
Facebook account Jabbar
B.C. Road. Following the ar-
rest of a person in the case,
the officer filed an applica-
tion, seeking the blocking of
10 Facebook accounts.

No action yet on
‘ofensive’ FB accounts
Mangaluru police had asked for it in Nov.

Staff reporter

MANGALURU

The Begum Bazaar whole-
sale market here is awash
with the brightest of colours
for Holi Poornima, which
will be celebrated on Sunday.

Dozens of shops have
cropped up overnight selling
colours in sachets and small
boxes. The powder can be
turned into liquid colours,
sprayed and splashed.

While the going rate for
the coloured powder is ₹30 a
kg for wholesalers, retail
buyers have to pay more
than ₹50, unless they can
bargain.

The unsaid word about

these colours is that they are
loaded with chemicals: some
of them are known carcino-
gens like cadmium or dan-

gerous like lead and chro-
mium. “These colours are
cheap because they are
chemicals,” says Geetha

Reddy of Jayashankar Telan-
gana State Agricultural
University.

Whatever happened to
eco-friendly Holi? The
cheapest herbal alternative
is a dry pink colour de-
veloped by Lucknow-based
National Botanical Research
Institute, sold for ₹120 a kg.

“Only for the rich’
“Most of the natural or or-
ganic colours are highly
priced. Only the rich can af-
ford them. Most wholesale
dealers buy colours based on
the affordability of their cus-
tomers,” says shopkeeper
Deep Kumar Agarwal.

Near the College of Home
Science, Saifabad, Laxman
sits with small white boxes of
colours. “Each box is ₹100
and it will have 250 gm of
herbal colour,” he says.

The idea of natural or or-
ganic colours fizzles out,
thanks to the price barrier.

“Natural colours cannot
be as cheap as chemical col-
ours. It requires a long pro-
cess to create them. We first
develop them as vegetable
dyes for colours, then
modify them for use on
Ganesh idols. We have now
come up with eco-friendly
Holi colours,” says Ms.
Reddy.

Eco-friendly Holi not a popular option here
Chemical colours are more sought after in Hyderabad as they are cheaper than organic ones

Serish Nanisetti

Hyderabad

Festivemood: People play with colour powder at Begum
Bazaar in Hyderabad on Saturday. G. RAMAKRISHNA

The management of the
Vidya Varidhi International
School at Huliyar in Tumak-
uru district, where three stu-
dents died after suspected
food poisoning on Thursday,
failed to provide proper care
and protection to students in
the hostel, the Tumakuru
district Child Welfare Com-
mittee (CWC) members said.

The members, who vis-
ited the school in
Chikkanayakanahalli, no-
ticed that there was gross vi-
olation of the Juvenile Justice
Care and Protection Act by
the management. The hostel
was being run without stat-
utory approval.

“The students were not
given enough care. No
proper accommodation was
provided and the room had
poor ventilation. Cleanliness
and hygiene in the hostel

and kitchen were missing.
The kitchen was not at-
tached to the dining hall,
and was full of rodents and
pests with poor lighting and
less ventilation. This is viola-
tion of the Juvenile Justice
Care and Protection Act,”
said CWC member S.
Ramesh who, along with an-
other member D. Vijaya, vis-

ited the school after the in-
cident on Thursday.

‘No supervisor’
According to him, “the
warden was not regular and
there was no supervisor.”
Mr. Ramesh said the school
authorities had denied stu-
dents their right to healthy
food and shelter. The author-

ities did not administer first
aid after the children started
falling sick on Wednesday,
he alleged.

The committee is expec-
ted to send its report to the
Karnataka government
within the next week. “We
have asked for reports from
all the departments con-
cerned. We will compile
them and send a report to
the government,” said CWC
Chairperson Ganesh Prasad.

The Public Health Insti-
tute in Bengaluru is expec-
ted to give the chemical and
biological analysis report of
the18 samples, including rice
and sambar, within a week,
said district surgeon Veer-
abhadraiah.

Additional Superintend-
ent of Police Manjunath said
the chemical and analysis re-
port from FSL, Bengaluru,
was expected within a
fortnight.

Tumakuru school violated
law, say child panel members
‘Hostel was run without approval; students denied right to healthy food, shelter’

In trouble: A ile picture of the Vidya Varidhi International
School in Chikkanayakanahalli, Tumakuru.

S. Bhuvaneshwari

Tumakuru



Puducherry Chief Minister
V. Narayanasamy on Sat-
urday said he would take
stern action if the probe
found human error to be the
cause of the death of three
persons while undergoing
dialysis at the Indira Gandhi
Government Medical College
Hospital and Research
Institute.

Talking to reporters at
Chennai, he said the govern-
ment was swift in ordering a
probe into the death of pa-
tients at the hospital.

The Puducherry health
department had suspended
a doctor, two nurses and
three trainee technicians im-
mediately after the incident.

“We will not hesitate to
dismiss those responsible if
the probe finds them guilty,”
he said.

The government has an-
nounced a compensation of

₹5 lakh to the families of the
victims. Meanwhile, further
dialysis at the unit has been
suspended and the patients
have been referred to an-
other hospital.

Power outage
On Thursday, three patients,
including two women, who
were undergoing haemodia-
lysis, died after power was

restored following an out-
age. “There was a power
outage at 11 a.m. Only these
three machines were run-
ning with power back-up.
However, the patients de-
veloped complications after
the power supply was re-
sumed within 15 minutes of
the outage,” Medical Super-
intendent (in charge) Bu-
pathy A had said.

A medical officer said that
after the power supply was
restored, the patients star-
ted vomiting, their muscles
became stiff and two pa-
tients died instantly, while
one patient died in the ICU.

Negligence alleged
While the medical staff had
stated that the machines had
power back-up and patients
collapsed after the power
supply was resumed, their
relatives alleged that the
negligence of doctors was
the reason for the deaths.

Will dismiss staf if proved guilty
on dialysis-related deaths: CM
3 died while undergoing the procedure at Puducherry

Special Correspondent

PUDUCHERRY

V. Narayanasamy
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Snow, rain disrupt
normal life in Himachal
SHIMLA

The heavy snowfall and rain
that lashed Himachal Pradesh
for the third consecutive day
on Saturday broke records of
precipitation this year in the
hill State. Most high hills
were lashed by moderate to
heavy snowfall and the lower
hills with rain on Saturday.
Shimla wore a white mantle,
much to the delight of
weekend tourists. The sick
and old suffered the most. A
woman from the Majohli
village in Sirmaur had to be
carried for 15km for first aid in
the Haripurdhar hospital
because the ambulance
could not ply on the
snowbound roads.
.

IN BRIEF

Hawala deals resume
after demonetisation
KOZHIKODE

With demonetisation blues
receding, hawala money
carriers have resumed
operations in the interior
areas of Kozhikode district
with newer tactics to dodge
enforcement squads. Top
oicials who coordinate lash
inspections say the carriers
are tapping the social media
for communication. District
Police Superintendent
(Kozhikode Rural) M.K.
Pushkaran says
communication between
hawala money carriers now
takes placemostly through
Whatsapp.

Soldier, who crossed LoC,
returns after ordeal
MUMBAI

Chandu Babulal Chavan, who
had inadvertently crossed the
Line of Control (LoC) after
the Army’s surgical strike in
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir
(PoK) last year, returned
home on Saturday. Mr.
Chavan, who hails from the
Borvihir village in the Dhule
district in north Maharashtra,
arrived to a rousing
reception. His brother
Bhushan Chavan said it would
be a happy Holi for the
family. The 22-year-old
jawan from the 37 Rashtriya
Riles had gonemissing on
September 29 last year.
.

Describing the suo motu con-
tempt of court notice issued
by the Supreme Court
against him as an “error”,
sitting Calcutta High Court
judge C.S. Karnan said on
Saturday that the order
should not be executed.

The development comes a
day after the Supreme Court
issued a bailable warrant
against him. On Friday
Justice Karnan alleged that
he was being targeted by the
Supreme Court because he
belongs to a Scheduled Caste
community.

He also instructed the
Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion (CBI) to start a probe
against the seven Supreme
Court judges including Chief
Justice of India J.S. Khehar.

Last month the Supreme
Court issued a contempt of

court notice against him for
allegedly degrading the
judiciary.

“The order passed by the
seven-judge Bench of the Su-
preme Court is out of law. It
should not be implemented
and executed against me,”
said Justice Karnan.

Referring to his letter to

the Prime Minister where he
allegedly accused several sit-
ting and retired High Court
and Supreme Court judges of
corruption, he asked why
did the Supreme Court issue
a suo motu contempt order
against him “when none of
the judges have recommen-
ded any legal action” against
him.

Justice Karnan further al-
leged that the SC’s contempt
order against him is “ill-mo-
tivated.”

He also said that the seven
judges who passed the con-
tempt of court order against
him did so for their “per-
sonal gains.”

He questioned the legal
validity of the SC’s order
against him and said that “if
any judge passes a wrong or-
der then the public need not
cooperate with it as it is not
suitable for execution.”

SC order an error,
says Justice Karnan
It should not be executed: Calcutta High Court judge

C.S. Karnan

Staff Reporter

Kolkata

K.K. Mustafah, senior spe-
cial news photographer of
The Hindu, has bagged the
prestigious Professional
Photographer of the Year
award instituted by the
Photo Division, under the
Union Ministry of Informa-
tion and Broadcasting. The
award carries a cash prize
of ₹1 lakh, a memento and a
certificate of appreciation.

Mr. Mustafah was
chosen for the award by an
expert committee for a
series of 15 news photo-
graphs on Tamil Nadu’s
knitwear and weaving hub
Tirupur.

Union Minister M. Ven-
kaiah Naidu will present
the award at a function to
be held in New Delhi on
March 22.

Presently working with
the Palakkad news bureau
of The Hindu, Mr. Musta-
fah’s work focusses on agri-
culture and rural life. He
joined the organisation in
1995.

Award for
The Hindu’s
photographer

Special Correspondent

PALAKKAD

Haneef Pakatwala, an
Ahmedabad businessman,
was fast asleep when he
heard a knock on his door at
2 a.m. on April 28, 2003. As
his mother opened the door,
a posse of policemen from
the Ahmedabad Crime
Branch barged into the
house, asking for him.

When Mr. Pakatwala
emerged from his room
along with his brother, the
policemen asked him to
come with them. He says:
“The policemen knocked my
mother down when she
asked them why they were
taking me. I was forcibly
taken to the police station. I
never imagined that I would
be behind bars for about 14
years.”

Mr. Pakatwala was among
those who presented their
case before a ‘People’s
Tribunal’ organised by the
Innocents Network India
and the Solidarity Youth
Movement here on Saturday.
It was to showcase the plight
of those who were absolved
of charges after allegedly be-

ing trapped by the State in
terror cases.

Asked what prompted the
police to arrest him, Mr.
Pakatwala said he had set up
temporary relief camps for
those affected by the Gujarat
riots in 2002. Local police-
men and politicians did not
take it too lightly and he was
reportedly trapped.

‘No idea’
“Initially, I had no idea why I
was being arrested. Later, 17
of us were charged with
planting bombs in tiffin
boxes in government buses
that went off in Ahmedabad
in May 2002.” Mr. Pakatwala
alleged that the police
threatened to file cases
against his family members
and made him sign on a
blank paper.

“The torture at Sabarmati
jail went on for months. Wit-
nesses were forced to de-
pose against me. We were
charged under the Preven-
tion of Terrorism Act, 2002.
The Ahmedabad Sessions
Court sentenced us to 10
years of imprisonment in
2006, which was modified
by the High Court to life im-
prisonment in 2012. I filed
an appeal in the Supreme
Court which absolved me of
all charges and I was re-
leased in February this year.
In the meantime, I lost my
wife and my mother,” Mr.
Pakatwala says.

Asked if he is planning on
seeking compensation from
the government, he said, “I
don’t want to get into
trouble again. Let me move
on.”

‘Absolved of terror charges after 14 years in jail’

Haneef Pakatwala recalls ordeal which began in Ahmedabad on April 28, 2003
Staff Reporter

KOZHIKODE

Haneef Pakatwala

A fresh round of diplomatic
exchanges began between
India and Pakistan over the
weekend after the Ministry
of External Affairs
summoned a Pakistani diplo-
mat and lodged a “strong
protest” over ceasefire viola-
tion at the Line of Control
(LoC).

India’s protest came a day
after Pakistan described the
acquitted Swami Aseeman-
and as the ‘mastermind’ of
terror attacks that killed
Pakistani citizens in India.

‘Unprovoked firing’
“The government registered
its strong protest at the fatal
casualty of an Indian soldier
in unprovoked firing by
Pakistan forces on 9 March
2017,” said the Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs in a press state-
ment after Pakistan’s Deputy
High Commissioner Syed
Haider Shah was summoned
to the MEA on Saturday.

Cross-border firing had

killed a soldier in the Krishna
Ghati sector of the Line of
Control in the Poonch sector
on Thursday.

“He was conveyed the gov-
ernment’s grave concern and
strong protest at the continu-
ing incidents of ceasefire vi-
olations by the Pakistani side

at the Line of Control and In-
ternational Border (IB),” said
the MEA’s statement.

The statement added to
the exchanges that began on
Friday when Pakistan took
to diplomatic channels and
objected to the acquittal of
Swami Aseemanand.

On Wednesday, Aseeman-
and was acquitted by a spe-
cial National Investigation
Agency (NIA) court, which
gave him the ‘benefit of
doubt’.

Pak. statement
“Indian Deputy High Com-
missioner was called in by
the Director General (SA &
SAARC) today to express
concern over the acquittal of
Swami Aseemanand in
Ajmer Sharif blast case.
Swami Aseemanand had
publicly confessed that he
was the ‘mastermind’ of the
Samjhauta Express terrorist
attack and had also identi-
fied a serving Indian army
officer Col Purohit ... as his
accomplice ...,” said a state-
ment from Pakistan’s Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs.

The exchanges have cast a
shadow on India returning
two Pakistani juveniles —
Faisal Hussain Awan and Ah-
san Khursheed — who were
arrested after the September
2016 Uri terror strike.

Day after row, New Delhi summons Pakistani diplomat on ceaseire violations

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

India, Pak. spar over Aseemanand

In the eye of a storm: A ile photo of Swami Aseemanand. PTI

For a cause: Bollywood actor andmodel Milind Soman pulling a rickshawwith others during the promotion of ‘Pinkathon’ — a run
to promote awareness about women's wellness and breast cancer in Kolkata on Saturday. PTI
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Star pull

Eleven Mumbai residents
died after the minibus in
which they were travelling
lost control and collided
with a truck on the Pune-
Solapur highway early on
Saturday.

According to the police,
the incident occurred in the
Uruli-Kanchan village in
Pune. Residents of the area
informed the police control
room about the incident

around 4:30 a.m. on Sat-
urday.

The bus, going to
Akkalkot in Solapur,
crashed into a truck trans-
porting cement to Pune.

Hits wild boar
All 11 occupants of the
minibus, which was badly
mangled in the collision,
were rushed to a govern-
ment hospital in Pune
where they were declared
dead before admission.

Minibus-truck collsion on highway

Special Correspondent

Mumbai

11 die in accident near Pune

On a day when the key rival
of the Communist Party of
India (Marxist) had an over-
whelming victory in Uttar
Pradesh, leaders of the CPI
(M) said that the party was
planning to remove 16 % of
its present members in West
Bengal for being “inactive.”

The measure is aimed at
strengthening the party.

The decision to “remove
inactive party members”
was initiated by the party’s
State Secretary Surjya Kanta
Mishra, senior officials of the
CPI(M) told The Hindu.

The decision was taken in
view of the party’s election
debacle in the previous As-
sembly elections in West
Bengal.

“As per our current estim-
ates the number of such in-
active party members is
about 40,000 [16%]. Cur-
rently our party has 2.50
lakh members in Bengal of
which these members
[40,000] are inactive,” a CPI
(M) State Committee mem-
ber said. He added that the
State leadership will rather
have “fewer members” than
to be “overburdened with in-
active ones.” “Our aim is to
remove all kinds of inactivity
from the party,” a member
of the State Secretariat, the
highest decision-making
body in the State, said.

According to senior party
officials, members who do
not fulfil the “five criteria” —
adopted in the Kolkata
Plenum of 2015 — will be

considered “inactive.” The
Plenum report observed that
a member has to pay “mem-
bership fee and levy”, “regu-
larly” attend branch meet-
ings, participate in “party
classes, political cam-
paigns...agitations and
struggles.” Besides, it was
also made mandatory to par-
ticipate in “mass work” un-
less the member is “exemp-
ted” by the party. Finally, a
member was instructed to
read and subscribe to party
organs. CPI(M) insiders said
the screening process is con-
tinuing and the number of
party members to be re-
moved may increase. It was
decided in the last State-level
Plenum that the process for
membership renewal will
continue till March 31.

Bengal CPI(M) to remove 16 %
of its members for ‘inactivity’
Move aimed at strengthening party: Surjya Kanta Mishra

Soumya Das

Kolkata
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday tweeted
that he was saddened by the
Maoists ambush on a CRPF
team in Sukma district of Ch-
hattisgrah that resulted in
the death of 11 security per-
sonnel.

Mr Modi also spoke to
Union Home Minister Ra-
jnath Singh who has rushed
to Raipur to take the stock of
the situation in the evening.

The Maoist attack on the
CRPF team on Saturday
morning came as the team
were en route to a road con-
struction site in the Bhejji
forest area.

The deceased were identi-
fied as CRPF Inspector Jagjit
Singh, ASI Hira Bhatt and
Narendra Kumar, head con-

stable J.P. Vishnoi, P.R.
Munde, constable
M.L.Pande, Rampal Yadav,
Gorakhnath, N.K.Patra, Sat-
ish Verma, K. Shankar and
Suresh Kumar.

The area where the at-
tack took place is said to be
the stronghold of Maoist
leader Hidma.

The attack took place
hardly a week after half of
the Bastar region’s top po-
lice brass, including Sukma
SP, were transferred out of
the region.

In a similar, meticulously
planned ambush on the
same day in 2014, Maoists
had killed 15 jawans on the
same day at Tahakwada vil-
lage also in Sukma, sources
said.

(With inputs from Pavan
Dahat in Raipur)

PM condoles deaths
of CRPF personnel
Rajnath Singh rushes to Chhattisgarh
P. Sridhar

KONTA (CHHATTISGARH)
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ELECTIONS

She was trying to claw back
to power in Uttar Pradesh
this time around with a
Dalit-Muslim combination,
but the results have shocked
Bahujan Samajwadi Party
chief Mayawati, raising
questions about the political
future of her party.

The BSP was trounced in
the Assembly elections with
just about 19 seats; the party
retained its core votes in
good measure but was not
able to move beyond that.
The party was winning
about 22% votes, just above
the Dalit population of the
State but 17 percentage
points below the BJP’s vote
share.

Nominority gains
While it gave 100 seats to
Muslims, the BSP does not
seem to have been able to
attract a large chunk of the
minority votes which ac-
counts for 19% of the State’s
population. The minority
vote seems largely to have
gone to the SP-Congress
alliance.

Explaining why Ms. May-
awati fell short despite hav-
ing given fair representation
to most castes and com-
munities among her candid-
ates, Vivek Kumar, professor
with the Centre for the
Study of Social Systems at
JNU, who specialises in the
Dalit movement in Uttar
Pradesh, told The Hindu that
the BSP failed to reach out
enough to some small back-

ward castes that have
moved towards the BJP.

“With most backward
castes accessing power in
the recent past, their aspira-
tions also rose higher. The
MBCs and Ati-Dalits were
looking for more, but the
BSP could not specifically
capture their imagination
despite having offered the
ticket to all communities
and castes.

Rethinking must be done
by the BSP,” Dr Kumar said.
Clearly, the BSP has lost the
most backward castes that
had gravitated towards it in
some measure in 2007.
Maurya leader Swami
Prasad Maurya, for in-
stance, moved towards the
BJP.

Caste calculus goes
awry for Mayawati
BSP loses support of the MBCs

Vikas Pathak

New Delhi

In the midst of the Assembly
elections in Assam last year,
BJP president Amit Shah
spotted a party office-bearer
from Uttar Pradesh, Ma-
hendra Singh, in his cam-
paign helicopter. “Ma-
hendra, this election is going
to be over in a week, get to
Uttar Pradesh fast,” Mr. Shah
said with a half-smile but
with serious intent.

In April that year, Mr.
Shah appointed Phulpur MP
Keshav Prasad Maurya, who
is from a non-Yadav OBC
community. The bare bones
of his long trek to win Uttar
Pradesh by the biggest mar-
gin in recent times was being
put in place.

Much legwork
The first order of business
appeared to be to ensure
enough feet on the ground,
on the most important day
for any election — voting day.
“We made sure that we as-
signed 10 to 21 party workers
in every polling booth. With
1,47,401 booths, that meant
that the total number of
workers we managed to op-

erationalise was 13,50,000, a
huge number on the
ground,” said a member of
Mr. Shah’s inner circle.

Surveys showed the party
that there were 70-plus seats
that were “marginals” (could
be lost by small margins).
“We refused to give up on

them, and we now find that
we have won 60 out of those
70 seats,” said a senior gen-
eral secretary of the party.

The social engineering
strategy too was as meticu-
lous and maximum. The ap-
peal to non-Yadav OBC and
non-Jatav Dalits, apart from

Mr. Maurya’s appointment,
was made by a very generous
tilt in ticket distribution.
“Non-Yadav OBCs got as
many as 150 seats out of a
total 381 fought by the BJP.
Among the 85 seats reserved
for Scheduled Castes in the
U.P. Assembly, we gave 64 to

non-Jatav Dalits. The mes-
sage was clear, when it came
to OBCs and EBCs we were
the party that gave
hissedaari (a share),” said the
source.

Bringing Jats around
Through the campaign Mr.
Shah kept a strong grip on
the narrative. As reports of
Jat alienation from the BJP in
western U.P. started gaining
currency, he made it a point
to hold meetings with com-
munity leaders, soothing
their fears. Union Minister
Sanjeev Baliyan was extens-
ively deployed to prevent a
Jat exodus from BJP ranks.

In Meerut, when a local
trader was shot in the mar-
ket place, Mr. Shah cancelled
his scheduled roadshow in
the area and made an im-
promptu visit to the be-
reaved family.

This is said to have made
an impact in the community,
upset with the BJP over de-
monetisation. He spent 17
nights in total in the State,
over a month-long cam-
paign, calling up candidates
and office-bearers and held
150 rallies in all.

Shah started early, breasted the tape
Throughout the campaign, he kept a strong grip on the narrative right from the booth level

Savouring the win: BJP president Amit Shah arrives at the party headquarters in New Delhi on
Saturday. SANDEEP SAXENA

Nistula Hebbar

New Delhi

Instead of coming close to a
resolution in the face of a
rout of the party in the Uttar
Pradesh Assembly polls, the
family feud in the SP ap-
peared set to intensify as res-
ults trickled out on Saturday,
with Shivpal Singh Yadav
launching an attack on his
nephew Akhilesh Yadav.

“This is a defeat not of the
Samajwadis but of arrogant
people. People of the State
have taught a lesson to those
who insulted me and re-
moved Netaji,” Mr. Shivpal
said.

“The two factions are
likely to move further apart
now. While workers of the
party know that the Chief

Minister has worked hard, he
is under attack from those
who damaged the party by
creating a crisis,” said a
leader considered close to
Mr. Akhilesh.

Apart from putting its own
house in order, the SP now
needs to negotiate the

altered ground reality of a
saffron surge in the State
after two decades or more.

“We will look at the results
to figure out why we lost des-
pite the Chief Minister’s pop-
ularity,” U.P. MLC from the
SP and Mr. Akhilesh’s close
aide, Udaiveer Singh, told

The Hindu. “This is not a
vote against us. If it had
been, the Bahujan Samaj
Party (BSP) would also not
have lost so badly.” He added
that the party would have to
brainstorm on whether the
results reflected changed so-
cial dynamics or the success
of the BJP’s campaign.

However, there is already
hair-splitting on the result
taking place within the SP.

SP’s outreach
An SP leader rued that while
the BJP had begun to system-
atically tap non-Yadav OBCs
such as Kurmis, Rajbhars,
Mauryas and Lodhs, well be-
fore the poll campaign
picked up, the SP’s outreach
could not pick up as it was

occupied for very long with
infighting in party ranks.

The leader added that the
BJP brought on board many
leaders through whom it
could reach out to these
castes.

“We could not tap differ-
ent leaders and castes as we
got embroiled in a family
struggle. None knew who
would be doing seat distribu-
tion,” said an SP leader.

Another added that while
people seem to have bought
the “tall promises” made by
Mr. Modi and BJP president
Amit Shah, Mr. Akhilesh’s
“promises and work” could
not connect well with people
because of conflicting state-
ments from within the SP
caused by infighting.

Palace intrigue will only worsen in SP
Shivpal Singh Yadav ires irst salvo; says people have taught a lesson to those who removed Netaji

Vikas Pathak

NEW DELHI

On thin ice: The SP now needs to negotiate the altered ground
reality of a safron surge in the State.

<> We accept people’s

mandate. All

volunteers worked

hard. Our struggle

will continue

Arvind Kejriwal

Delhi Chief Minister

<> Elections today

have established

that themost

dominant political

igure is the PM

P.Chidambaram

Former FinanceMinister

<> BJP’s victory has

established that

people want

development as

pushed by the PM

Arun Jaitley

FinanceMinister

EC finds no merit in
BSP’s allegations
NEW DELHI

Finding no merit in the BSP
complaint, which alleged
that Electronic Voting
Machines (EVMs) had been
tampered with in Uttar
Pradesh and Uttarakhand
at the BJP’s instance, the
Election Commission on
Saturday said the party’s
demand for a probe into
the allegation was legally
not tenable. The panel
cited the orders of the
Madras, Kerala, Karnataka
and Mumbai High Courts,
which upheld the use of
EVMs. In its response, the
EC said it believed that the
use of voting machines had
in fact helped curb “several
electoral malpractices”.

<> Our ight continues

andwill not end till

we win the hearts

andminds of

people

Rahul Gandhi

Vice-president, Congress
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In the long and winding road
to BJP’s historic win in Uttar
Pradesh and Uttarakhand
lies a decisive turn taken by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to disrupt the strait-
jacket of vote-bank politics
that the BJP had been histor-
ically shackled with.

“I do not crave a kingdom,
heaven or a second life, all I
want is to serve the poor,” he
had said at the BJP’s national
executive meeting in New
Delhi this January. There
had been agitation among
party MPs on the effects of
demonetisation and its pos-
sible fallout among traders,
the party’s core support
base. Mr. Modi’s speech was
aimed at convincing his hes-
itant party that he had been
able to persuade the poor to
look at the BJP and his own
government in a new light.

In Uttar Pradesh, the
party has got support from
almost all quarters of voters.
The only time any party got
more seats than the BJP in
U.P. was in 1952 and in 1977,
when the State was still undi-
vided and sent 85 MPs to the

Lok Sabha. The transcend-
ence of the traditional
“Bania-Brahmin” label of the
BJP, it appears, has
happened in these polls.

While the party had won,
or was leading in, 182 out of
the 225 seats where the up-
per castes had a significant
presence, what was astound-
ing was that it was leading in
75 out of the 90 Dalit-domin-
ated seats. The party even
won in seats dominated by
the Muslim community. The
aspirational politics of the
neo-middle class that Mr.

Modi had tapped into in
2014, has been broadened in
scope in U.P. in 2017 to in-
clude the poor.

Prime pole
The breaking of the caste
barrier by the BJP and the
appropriation of the pro-
poor plank by it has left the
door open for India to pos-
sibly revert to another round
of unipolarity in politics
after the coalition-era gov-
ernments and bipolar polity
of the past 30 years — where
there is one dominant na-

tional party, taking on re-
gional outfits. For the party,
it is a new world. Prime Min-
ister Modi and party presid-
ent Amit Shah, by delivering
stunning electoral victories,
have tightened their grip on
the party. The old collegial
way of running party affairs,
already over since 2014, is
now not to be revived, at
least till Mr. Modi is at the
helm of affairs.

Is the BJP on its way to be
the new Congress? The ver-
dict in U.P. points to an an-
swer to that question.

It’s a pan-caste win for BJP
Modi’s disruptive politics helps party shed ‘Bania-Brahmin’ label

Nistula Hebbar

New Delhi

The holy city of Varanasi
celebrated Holi a day ahead
on Saturday. Hundreds of
BJP leaders and workers,
their faces smeared with saf-
fron and gulal (red-coloured
powder) danced through
the city to the thumping of
victory drums and resonant
trumpets.

The party has created his-
tory in the Prime Minister’s
Lok Sabha constituency,
where he campaigned for
three consecutive days be-
fore polling, by winning all
the eight Assembly seats.

“Since Independence, it
has never happened that all
eight Assembly seats were

won by a single political
party in Varanasi … It seems
Baba Vishwanath (presiding
deity at the famous Vish-
wanath temple) has agreed
to adopt PM Modi as his ad-
opted son,” a jubilant party
supporter said.

All Modi magic
Nagendra Raghuvanshi,
BJP’s regional vice-presid-
ent, sitting in the party’s of-
fice at Gulab Bagh in Sigra,
told The Hindu that “it’s
been an unprecedented win
for the party” as workers
danced in joy.

Outside Mr. Modi’s camp
office in the Ravindra Puri
area, a group of young men
danced to the chants of “har

har Modi; Jai Sri Ram”. On
the roads, motorbike-borne
BJP workers, wearing party
caps or saffron bandannas,
rode by waving the party

flag and chanting
“Modi…Modi…Modi”.

“It’s all Modi show in
Varanasi. Or, call it Modi ma-
gic…... otherwise, even the

“Our party’s alliance with
SP proved suicidal…we’d
have done better had we
fought on our own,” Mr.
Singh said. . However, Mr
Shukla said, “All non-Yadav
backward votes consolid-
ated in favour of BJP and so
this is a victory for them.”

At the BSP office in Ashok
Nagar Pandeypur, office
worker Raj Bahadur was the
lone face, watching the TV
hung on the wall. “None has
come here since morning-
…for what they will
come?...sab-kuch ulta-pulat
ho gaya (everything turned
topsy-turvy),” he told The
Hindu. The SP office at Ar-
dali Bazaar lane was locked
with no one in sight.

borne youths. “Varanasi has
never let down PM Modi,
not in 2014, nor in
2017…and will not in 2019
also,” he added.

Many in the city believe
that it was Mr. Modi’s three
road-shows, his puja at the
Vishwanath temple and his
development work for the
constituency that paid
handsome dividends to the
BJP.

Dejected Opposition
On the other side of the city,
at the deserted Congress
party office in Englishiya
Lane, just two party work-
ers Anand Shukla and Shai-
lendra Singh were glued to a
TV set in a sombre mood.

party leaders who were con-
testing the poll were not
sure of such a clean sweep
of all eight seats,” Hare Ram
Pandey, a shop owner at
Lanka told The Hindu. Even
two days back the senior-
most BJP leader and seven-
time party MLA, Shyamdeo
Rai Chaudhury, had admit-
ted that the contest in all
eight seats for the party was
going to be very tough, ad-
ded Mr. Pandey.

“Yeh Baba Vishwanath ki
nagari hai, yahan se koi
khali wapas nahi jata (this is
Lord Shiva’s city..no one re-
turns from here empty
handed),” said an excited
Jawahar Singh as he waved
to a group of motorcycle-

Safron tide in Varanasi as all eight seats go the BJP way
Holi comes early for party in the Lok Sabha constituency of the Prime Minister as his focussed campaign pays handsome dividends

Amarnath Tewary

Varanasi

Diversemix: Voters queue up in Varanasi. RAJEEV BHATT

The BJP made a huge dent in
the Congress strongholds of
Rae Bareli and Amethi. The
BJP won six of the 10 seats in
the two districts, four of
them in Amethi, Congress
vice-president Rahul
Gandhi’s Lok Sabha con-
stituency.

The Congress lost all four
seats it contested in Amethi.
In 2012, the BJP had not won
a single seat in Amethi and
Rae Bareli.

The bigger embarrass-
ment for the Samajwadi
Party (SP)-Congress alliance
came in Rae Bareli and
Amethi. In Rae Bareli, the
BJP won two seats, while
coming a close second in an-
other two. In Amethi, the
BJP won four, while the SP’s
Rakesh Pratap Singh won
Gauriganj, where the SP and
the Congress were locked in
a friendly fight.

The BJP won Bachhrawa
and Sareni, where the Con-
gress stood a miserable

third. The Congress scraped
past the BJP by a thin margin
in Harchandpur, while the
SP won a similar fashion in
Unchahar. The saving grace
came in the form of Aditi
Singh, daughter of local
strongman Akhilesh Singh,
who secured a comfortable
win. She got 1,28,319 votes
against the BSP candidate’s
39,156.

The Congress’ perform-
ance was even worse in
Amethi. The BJP won Tiloi

with a comfortable lead over
the BSP, beat the Congress
in Jagdishpur and Salon,
while sneaking past the SP
in the Amethi seat.

Friendly fight
In Amethi, the SP and Con-
gress had to pay for their
friendly fight. The BJP’s Gar-
ima Sinh beat out the chal-
lenge from the SP’s Gayatri
Prasad Prajapati, who lost
by 5,000 votes. Garima is
the estranged first wife of
Congress leader Sanjay Sinh.
His present wife Ameeta
Sinh was also in the fray and
came fourth with 20,291
votes.

In Rampur, the SP leader
Azam Khan won comfort-
ably. He got 1,02,100 votes
against the BJP’s Shiv Ba-
hadur Saxena’s 55,258.

In Suar, Azam’s son Ab-
dullah had a winning debut

In Jaswantnagar, Akhilesh
Yadav’s estranged uncle
Shivpal Yadav won comfort-
ably. He secured a mam-
moth1,26,834 votes.

Congress loses all four seats in Rahul’s constituency

Omar Rashid

LUCKNOW

Rahul Gandhi

BJP breaches Amethi,
Rae Bareli bastions

<> Collapse of our

socialist ideology is

due to Akhilesh. He

needs wisdom

Mulayam Singh

Samajwadi Party patriarch

<> People committed

amistake by giving

fracturedmandate.

They will rue it for

the next ive years

Laxmikant Parsekar

Outgoing CM, Goa

<> LJP candidate

fromManipur has

won.Wewill

support the BJP

RamVilas Paswan

UnionMinister

<> The poll results

show people’s

acceptance of the

govt.’s pro-people

policies

Banwarilal Purohit

Governor, Assam
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For the Congress, the com-
plete and ignominious rout
of the alliance it forged with
the Samajwadi Party (SP) in
Uttar Pradesh has been com-
pensated by its sterling per-
formance in Punjab and
emergence as the number
one party in Goa and Ma-
nipur. In Congress-ruled Ut-
tarakhand, the party was
trounced, with even outgo-
ing Chief Minister Harish
Rawat losing the two seats he
contested.

Wresting power from the
BJP-Shiromani Akali Dal
(SAD) government in Punjab
after a decade in the opposi-
tion has brought some much-
needed cheer to the Con-
gress that has been in free
fall nationally for a while. But
the failure of its experiment
in U.P. has once again put a
question mark over the lead-
ership of party vice-presid-
ent Rahul Gandhi, especially
when it has been stressed

that sister Priyanka Gandhi
and he drew up the strategy
for the State.

Instead, the Congress
sought to focus public atten-
tion on its victory in Punjab
where, under the leadership

of Captain Amarinder Singh,
the party won a resounding
victory. When Captain Singh,
who turned 75 on Saturday,
was asked by a TV channel
whether he had expected 77
seats in a House of 117, he

said, “I thought we would get
66 seats, but [poll strategist]
Prashant [Kishore] had told
me that if we could burst the
bubble, we would get more
than 70.”

Meanwhile, party man-

agers were working overtime
to muster support to form
governments in Goa and Ma-
nipur, where the Congress
has been in power for an un-
broken three terms.

Hopes in Goa
In Goa, where party general
secretary Digvijaya Singh is
monitoring the situation, it is
likely that the Congress will
be able to form the govern-
ment. In a 40-member
House, it has won 17 seats, its
partner, the Goa Forward
Party three and the National-
ist Congress Party one,
adding up to a thin majority
of 21. In Manipur, the Con-
gress that has won 27 seats
and is the single largest party
in a House of 60 will be stak-
ing its claim to form a gov-
ernment, Congress sources
said. Sitting CM Ibobi Singh
has already secured the sup-
port of the one Trinamool
MLA and is in talks with the
four-member Naga People’s
Party.

In U.P., the Congress that
had won 28 seats in the 2012
Assembly polls, when it con-
tested on its own, has slipped
down to seven. A senior
party leader, when asked
whether the party was re-
gretting its alliance with the
SP, said: “No; the results
would have been worse as
the Muslim votes instead of
being divided between the
SP-Congress and the Bahujan
Samaj Party (BSP) would
have been divided three
ways.”

Predictably, senior leaders
stepped up to defend Mr.
Gandhi. Mr. Digvijaya Singh
said there was no question of
Mr. Gandhi stepping down,
when asked about a possible
change in the leadership.
“The Nehru-Gandhi family is
the greatest binding factor
for the Congress and the
leadership has to come to
Rahul,” he said, while ac-
knowledging the “need to
build up new leadership in
the States. We have to take

decisive action to build up
the party where we do not
have strong regional
leaders.”

Congratulatory tweets
Mr. Gandhi, himself, re-
mained ensconced in his
Tughlak Road residence,
sending tweets, congratulat-
ing the BJP and PM Narendra
Modi for the victories in U.P.
and Uttarakhand, congratu-
lating Captain Amarinder
Singh for his victory in Pun-
jab and finally making ex-
hortations to Congress work-
ers: “We stand resolute &
committed to our values &
our belief in an India united
in strength & purpose” and
“Our fight continues and will
not end till we win the hearts
& minds of people.”

The party’s communica-
tion chief Randeep Surjewala
said: “These election results
are also a lesson to those
who never tired of speaking
about ‘Congress Mukt
Bharat.’”

Congress takes heart from victory in Punjab
Even as party rallies to form governments in Goa and Manipur, Uttar Pradesh iasco puts a question mark on Rahul Gandhi’s leadership skills

Consolation prize: Congress cadre at the AICC Headquarters in NewDelhi celebrate their
party’s victory in the Punjab Assembly election on Saturday. V. SUDERSHAN

Smita Gupta

New Delhi

Uttarakhand Chief Minister
Harish Rawat, who was a
“victim” of President’s Rule
last year and had expected
to win the Assembly polls on
a sympathy wave, lost the
polls to the BJP, while Con-
gress “rebels” emerged
victorious.

Mr. Rawat, who was the
chief ministerial candidate
for the Congress, lost both
the Kichha and Haridwar
Rural seats from where he
had contested. However,
barring two former Con-
gress “rebels”, all others
won the polls on the BJP
ticket.

Speaking to The Hindu in
a recent interview, Mr.
Rawat had said, “I have no
malice against anyone, but
the truth is that if the turn-
coats win, then Uttarakhand
will lose. Their victory
would mean instability for

Uttarakhand politics for the
next five to 10 years. If they
win, it would mean that the
public accepts the kind of
politicians who, if they are
unhappy with the function-
ing of their party, rebel
against it and join some
other party, even if this leads
to the imposition of Presid-
ent’s Rule.”

“However, if they lose,
then Uttarakhand will win.
Hence, it is imperative that
they must lose. I think the
people of Uttarakhand also

understand this,” Mr. Rawat
had said.

Among the former Con-
gress “rebels”, Umesh
Sharma Kau won the Raipur
seat, Subodh Uniyal the Nar-
endranagar seat, Pradeep
Batra the Roorkee seat, Kun-
war Pranav Singh ‘Cham-
pion’ the Khanpur seat,
Harak Singh Rawat the
Kotdwar seat, and Rekha
Arya the Someshwar seat.

Vijay Bahuguna, who
served as chief minister of
the hill State while he was
with the Congress and
crossed over to the BJP after
being sidelined by the Con-
gress, had sought the BJP
ticket for his son Saurabh
Bahuguna. The younger
Bahuguna won the Sitarganj
seat on Saturday.

The two rebels who lost
were Shaila Rani Rawat,
who lost the Kedarnath seat,
and Shailendra Mohan Sing-
hal, who lost the Jaspur seat.

Harish Rawat lost in both the seats he contested from

Kavita Upadhyay

Dehradun

Harish Rawat

Congress rebels romp home

<> Uttar Pradesh poll

outcomewill

change the course

of the country’s

politics

Amit Shah

BJP president

<> This defeat is

neither that of SP

nor that of

Samajwadis but of

sheer arrogance

Shivpal Singh Yadav

Samajwadi Party leader

<> How the hell did

almost all the

experts/analysts

miss this wave in

U.P.? It’s a tsunami

Omar Abdullah

National Conference leader

<> It is a beginning.

The party will take

strength from here

and spread across

the country

Navjot Singh Sidhu

CongressMLA

There could not have been a
better birthday gift for Capt.
Amarinder Singh as the Con-
gress bounced back to win
Punjab with a tally of 77
seats out of 117. The ruling
Shiromani Akali Dal-Bhar-
atiya Janata Party combine
faced a humiliating defeat as
it was restricted to 18 seats.

The Aam Aadmi Party,
which was eyeing to wrest
power, was unable to im-
press the voters and could
garner only 20 seats. AAP's
alliance partner, the Lok In-
saf Party won two seats.

As the SAD faced one of its
worst electoral defeats, win-
ning only 15 seats, Punjab
Chief Minister Parkash Singh
Badal accepted the defeat
and said he would submit his
resignation to the Governor
on Sunday. Alliance partner
BJP was able to register a win

on only three seats.
With the Congress return-

ing to power after a decade
with a clear majority, Capt.
Amainder Singh, the party's
chief ministerial candidate,
said: “The people of Punjab

have voted out Akalis as they
want development. It's time
to bring back the heyday of
Punjab.”

Capt. Amarinder, who
turned 75 on Saturday, an-
nounced that he would be

meeting Congress vice pres-
ident Rahul Gandhi soon to
submit his recommenda-
tions on cabinet formation.
He said his government
would take more than 100
critical decisions, with no
financial implications, at its
first cabinet meeting.

Capt. Amarinder won the
Patiala seat with highest
margin of 52,407 votes as he
defeated his nearest rival
Balbir Singh of the AAP.
Akali Dal candidate and
former Army chief J.J Singh
secured 11,677 votes to finish
third. In Lambi, however, 89-
year-old Chief Minister Par-
kash Singh Badal — the old-
est winning candidate — de-
feated Capt. Amarinder by
22,770 votes.

Mr. Davinder Singh
Ghubaya of the Congress,
who won from Fazilka, is the
youngest candidate at 25 to
enter the Vidhan Sabha.

A birthday gift for Amarinder
Congress has returned to power in Punjab, winning 77 seats out of 117

Vikas Vasudeva

CHANDIGARH

Amarinder Singh celebrates the win withMriganka Singh, his
granddaughter-in-law, in Chandigarh. AKHILESH KUMAR

UTTARAKHANDPUNJAB
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After taking a beating in
the Manipur elections, hu-
man rights activist Irom
Sharmila Chanu an-
nounced on Saturday that
she will “quit politics”.

Ms. Sharmila, 44, con-
tested from Thoubal
against Congress Chief
Minister Okram Ibobi
Singh and secured only 90
votes, less than the votes
polled in favour of NOTA.

On Saturday, the activ-
ist, known for her 16-year-
old fast demanding the re-
peal of the Armed Forces
Special Powers Act (AF-
SPA), sat alone at her mod-
est house in Imphal,
without any supporter by
her side. Wrapped in a red
and white shawl, tears ran
down her eyes as she told
journalists “people have let
me down”.

“I am fed up with polit-
ics after seeing the results.
I did campaign in Thoubal.
People were showing sym-
pathy. I cannot understand
this contradiction, the con-
tradiction of hearts and
minds,” Ms. Sharmila said.
She said she was in touch
with her long-time friend
Desmond Coutinho, a Brit-
ish citizen of Indian origin,
but had not informed him
about her electoral loss.

Meditation on cards
Ms. Sharmila said her im-
mediate plan involves visit-
ing an ashram “somewhere
in Kerala or Bangalore for
solitary meditation and
self-realisation”. “After
this, I want to lobby for re-
pealing of the AFSPA
across the world,” she said.

After ending her 16-year-
old hunger strike in August
2016, she announced her
decision to take a plunge
into electoral politics.

Ms. Sharmila, who con-
tested as a candidate of the
Peoples’ Resurgence and
Justice Alliance, said she
wished that the party sur-
vives. Political observers
feel that lack of organisa-
tion and resources came as
a major roadblock for her.

Will never
contest polls
again: Irom
Shiv Sahay Singh

Imphal

the hope that the party
could increase its electoral
base following an impressive
performance in the Lok
Sabha elections in the State.

AAP leaders had hit Pun-
jab’s streets almost a year
ago, with the objective of re-
peating their victory in
Delhi. All the groundwork in-
deed had its impact with the
party attracting almost 24%
vote share, trailing the Shiro-
mani Akali Dal (SAD) by just
about 1%. However, there
was a mismatch between its
vote share and the number
of seats it won.

The Congress’ chief minis-
terial candidate, Captain
Amarinder Singh, termed
the AAP a “fairweather
storm, which is now over”.

Leadership deficit
Analysing the party’s per-
formance, Pramod Kumar,
director at the Institute for
Development and Commu-
nication, Chandigarh, said a
leadership deficit and the ab-
sence of a transformational
agenda had hit the AAP.
“AAP’s prospects of spread-

The Aam Aadmi Party’s
(AAP) high-pitched poll cam-
paign failed to strike a chord
with voters in Punjab, while
it could not win a single seat
in Goa. The party, which had
high hopes of victory in Pun-
jab, will now face an immedi-
ate challenge in the upcom-
ing municipal elections in
Delhi.

The AAP had fielded its
candidates in these two
States with the expectation
that its performance would
help catapult the party onto
the national political land-
scape.

In an interaction with the
media, Mr. Kejriwal had last
month said that after the
Punjab elections, the party
would focus on Gujarat and
Himachal Pradesh, where
polls are due later this year.

“We accept the people’s
mandate. All the volunteers
worked hard. Our struggle
will continue,” said the AAP
chief, who had camped for
over a month in Punjab in

ing its foothold nationally
have taken a beating.”

Mr. Kumar said: “In the
absence of a local leadership
in AAP, people have possibly
favoured the Congress,
which had announced Capt.
Amarinder Singh as it chief
ministerial candidate…Mr.
Kejriwal steered AAP’s cam-
paign, but it seems people
desired a ‘local face’. Also,

the perception that had de-
veloped among the people
[after Sucha Singh Chhote-
pur episode] is that the AAP
is being run by ‘remote’ from
Delhi, which seems to have
cost them.”

Traditionally, politics in
Punjab has been dominated
by two political parties — the
ruling SAD-BJP combine and
the Congress. However, in

the 2014 parliamentary elec-
tions, the AAP won four out
of 13 seats and a 24% vote
share in Punjab, establishing
itself as third force in State
politics.

“With AAP garnering 24%
vote share in the 2014 parlia-
mentary elections, it should
have at least won 33 seats in
these Assembly polls, but if
that is not happening, then it
means it has gone down
from their 2014 position,”
said Mr. Kumar.

‘Time for review’
Expressing disappointment,
AAP leader and Delhi Minis-
ter Kapil Mishra said the
party did not expect such
results in Punjab and Goa.
“It is time for review.”

The scene was altogether
different in Goa, where the
AAP had set out to give a
tough fight to the ruling BJP
and the Congress. While the
political observers were ini-
tially of the view that it
would make a mark, the
party could garner just about
6%, yielding no seats.

Blow to AAP’s national ambitions
Our struggle will continue, says Kejriwal, after party fails to strike a chord with voters in Punjab, Goa

Hopes dashed: The deserted AAP oice in Delhi after
its defeat in Punjab and Goa. PTI

Vikas Vasudeva

Devesh K. Pandey

CHANDIGARH/NEW DELHI

West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee congrat-
ulated the “winners” of the
Assembly elections in the
five States and asked the
“losers” not to lose heart.

“Congratulations to the
winners in different States.
Congratulations to the
voters for making their
choice. To the losers, don’t
lose heart,” Ms. Banerjee
said on twitter on Saturday.

“In a democracy, we
must respect each other
because some will win,
some will lose. Trust the
people,” the Trinamool
chief said.

Ms. Banerjee has con-
sistently targeted the BJP
since the demonetisation
on November 8.

Don’t lose
heart, says
Mamata
Special Correspondent

Kolkata

Going by the past record,
in Maharashtra, where a
non-Maratha Devendra Fad-
navis was chosen, or Hary-
ana where a non-Jat first-
time MLA M.L. Khattar was
given the job, it could be
anybody’s game.

Among the probables in
U.P. are its State unit chief
Keshav Prasad Maurya, who
belongs to the non-Yadav
OBC group. A new Kalyan
Singh for the party, so to
speak. Mr. Maurya may have
to resign his Lok Sabha seat
and contest Assembly polls,
if he is to move to Lucknow.

An appointment in the
Fadnavis or M.L. Khattar
mould would be Union Min-
ister for Telecommunica-
tions Manoj Sinha, who, as a
Bhumihar does not belong
to a community with a large
presence but enjoys the
confidence of Prime Minis-
ter Modi. Other names mak-

ing the rounds include
Gorakhpur MP Yogi
Adityanath, Union Minister
Mahesh Sharma and a
strong favourite, Home Min-
ister Rajnath Singh.

In Uttarakhand, the party
already has at least three ex-
Chief Ministers from its own
party’s governments in the
State — Bhagat Singh Koshi-
yari, Ramesh Pokhriyal, and
B.C. Khanduri, as well as
Congress rebel Vijay
Bahuguna to consider. “The
crown however may fall on
someone completely new,”
said a source.

That new choice could
well be Trivendra Singh
Rawat, former Minister and
party in-charge for
Jharkhand, as well as Ajay
Bhatt, State unit chief.
“Choices will fructify by to-
morrow when party bigwigs
meet in Delhi,” said a
source.

CM probables crowd
the scene in BJP

FROM PAGE ONE

Even though the electorate
in Manipur delivered a frac-
tured mandate, Saturday’s
results came as a stunning
success for the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP). The party
won 21 seats in the 60-mem-
ber Assembly. In the 2012
Assembly polls, the BJP
could not win even a single
seat.

Even though the Congress
emerged as the single largest
party with 28 seats, it is ad-
vantage BJP as smaller
parties such as the National
People’s Party (NPP) and the
Naga People’s Front (NPF)
are inclined towards the BJP.

Party general secretary
Ram Madhav claimed that
the NPF, with four seats, had
decided to support a non-

Congress government in the
State. Interestingly, the BJP
recorded over 36.3 % votes,
higher than the Congress
with about 35.1% vote.

The issues that worked
for the BJP include anti-in-
cumbency against 15 years of
the Okram Ibobi Singh gov-
ernment and the high-

pitched campaign across the
State. Contrary to the ex-
pectations of its opponents
that the BJP can win seats
only in the hills, the party
won a significant number of
seats in the valley as well.

Among the notable win-
ners from the party are N. Bi-
ren Singh from Heingang As-
sembly seat and T. Biswajit
Singh from the Thongju As-
sembly seat. Both are being
tipped as the party’s chief
ministerial candidate if the
BJP manages the majority.

Meanwhile, the Congress
managed to put up a good
show. Mr. Ibobi Singh won
the Thoubal seat by a margin
of over 10,400 votes. Deputy
Chief Minister Gangmei
Gaikhangam won the Niung-
bal Assembly seat by a mar-
gin of 5,147 votes.

With 21 seats, BJP could still form the govt. with support of smaller parties

Shiv Sahay Singh

IMPHAL

New role:National People’s Party candidate and former DGP Y.
Joykumar celebrates his win fromUripok. RITU RAJ KONWAR

Runner-up steals the show in Manipur
“We hope to get the sup-

port of other parties also.
The voting pattern in Ma-
nipur is clearly anti-Con-
gress,” he said. However,
political observers are not
willing to write off the Con-
gress. Its senior leaders are
pinning their hopes on
three-time Chief Minister
Okram Ibobi Singh to save
the Congress.

In Goa, the Congress ap-
peared to be closer to power
with the election of an inde-
pendent supported by it and
the Nationalist Congress
Party’s lone MLA declaring
support to the party.

But the kingmakers are
likely to be the Goa Forward
Party (GFP) and the Maha-
rashtrawadi Gomantak
Party (MGP), which have
three MLAs each. There are
also three independents.

“A lot of like-minded
people have been elected,
including my friend Vijai
Sardesai of the Goa Forward

Party. Of course we will
form the government,” Con-
gress MLA from Valpoi Vish-
wajeet Rane said.

Mr. Sardesai, however,
did not commit his party’s
support to the Congress.
“Our support will be to the
combination which will
commit itself to Goa, Goans
and Goenkarpon (Goan
identity),” he said.

Parrikar confident
Defence Minister Manohar
Parrikar told reporters the
BJP would stake claim if it
can get the numbers. He
said the BJP had a “track re-
cord of running coalition
governments successfully in
Goa and definitely with the
BJP as the core group with
13 members, it would give a
stable government.”

“We may have got fewer
seats because of individual
anti-incumbency, but we got
5%more votes than the Con-
gress,” Mr. Parrikar said.

Small parties hold the
key in Manipur, Goa

GOA MANIPUR
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art technology and competitive prices
initially to treat infertility. Soon after,
with the prevailing socio-economic in-
equities, underprivileged women found
an option to ‘rent their wombs’ and
thereby make money to take care of
their expenses — often to facilitate a
marriage, enable children to get educa-
tion, or provide for hospitalisation or
surgery for someone in the family.

Once information of the availability
of such wombs got out, the demand also
picked up. Unscrupulous middle men
inveigled themselves into the scene, and
the exploitation of women began. Sev-
eral instances began to emerge after wo-
men, in desperate straits, began to file
police complaints when they did not re-
ceive the promised sum.

Other issues also began to crop up.
For instance, in 2008, a Japanese
couple began the process with a surrog-
ate mother in Gujarat, but before the
child was born they split and there were
no takers for the child.

In 2012, an Australian couple com-
missioned a surrogate mother, and ar-

The Surrogacy (Regula-
tion) Bill was introduced
in Parliament in Novem-

ber 2016. With Karan Johar announcing
recently that he has had twins through a
surrogate mother, the spotlight is back
on the Surrogacy Bill that is yet to be-
come an Act, allowing for it to be imple-
mented in the country.

The Bill seeks to regulate the surrog-
acy part of a rather flourishing infertil-
ity industry in the country.

Defining ‘surrogacy’ as a practice in
which a woman undertakes to give birth
to a child for another couple and agrees
to hand over the child to them after
birth, the Bill allows ‘altruistic surrog-
acy’ — wherein only the medical ex-
penses and insurance coverage is
provided by the couple to the surrogate
mother during pregnancy. No other
monetary consideration will be allowed.

India has emerged a
hub for infertility treat-
ment, attracting people

from the world over with its state-of-the-

bitrarily chose one of the twins that was
born. The time was ripe for regulation,
or a revolt.

Any couple that has
‘proven infertility’ are
candidates. The ‘intend-

ing couple,’ as the Bill calls them, will be
eligible if they have a ‘certificate of es-
sentiality’ and a ‘certificate of eligibility’
issued by the appropriate authority. The

former will be issued if the couple fulfils
three conditions: one, a certificate of in-
fertility of one or both from a district
medical board; two, an order of parent-
age and custody of the surrogate child
passed by a magistrate’s court; thirdly,
insurance cover for the surrogate
mother.

An eligibility certificate mandates
that the couple fulfil the following con-
ditions: they should be Indian citizens
who have been married for at least five
years; the female must be between 23
and 50 years and the male 26 and 55
years; and they cannot have any surviv-
ing child (biological, adopted or surrog-
ate). However, this would not include a
‘child who is mentally or physically
challenged or suffers from life threaten-
ing disorder or fatal illness.’

Only a close relative of the couple,
who is able to provide a medical fitness
certificate, can be a surrogate mother.
She should have been married, with a
child of her own, and must be between
25 and 35 years, but can be a surrogate
mother only once.

While there was a gen-
eral murmur of appreci-

ation and some strident approval from
infertility experts, there was some ap-
prehension about the regulations being
too restrictive. For instance, it does not
allow single women or men, as in the
case of Johar, or gay couples to go in for
surrogacy. Representations from these
groups emerged even as Health Minister
J.P. Nadda introduced the Bill in the
House.

Others, primarily those involved in
organ transplantation, pointed out how
despite a similar stringent law, the
Transplantation of Human Organs Act,
organ commerce continues to thrive.
Clearly, the issue will have to be
handled firmly, even as the sensitivities
of people are factored in.

The Bill will have to be passed by
both Houses of Parliament to become
an Act. The States would have to draw
up their rules and regulations for the
implementation.

RAMYA KANNAN
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sion and doubts about its safety still per-
sist. Measles outbreaks in the U.K. in
2008 and 2009 and small measles out-
breaks in the U.S. and Canada have
been attributed to the non-vaccination
of children as a result of unfounded
fears.

As is the norm today, parents and
caregivers often turn to the Internet for
information about vaccine safety.

What is the need for a Vaccine Safety
Net site?
* The extent to which rumours about
the safety of vaccines can impact the
number of children vaccinated was wit-
nessed in Tamil Nadu during the
measles-rubella vaccination drive last
month. Only about 50% of 17.6 million
children between nine months and 15
years in the State were vaccinated at the
end of the campaign period on Febru-
ary 28. The campaign had to be exten-
ded for 15 days to cover over 95% of the
target population. Though the slip in
vaccination coverage due to rumour-
mongering is unprecedented for the
State, patently wrong, misleading and
unbalanced information about vaccine
safety has been a menace across the
world for many years now.

While Andrew Wakefield’s infamous
1998 paper in The Lancet on measles,
mumps, and rubella (MMR) vaccine that
sparked the fear of vaccine-induced aut-
ism in children was retracted in 2010
and several studies have demonstrated
the safety of the vaccine, misapprehen-

Chances are that many people inadvert-
ently land on websites that contain
wrong and alarmingly misleading in-
formation. With such websites mush-
rooming, the World Health Organiza-
tion launched the Vaccine Safety Net
(http://www.vaccinesafetynet.org/) to
provide doctors, parents and others ac-
cess to “accurate and trustworthy in-
formation about vaccines.”

What is Vaccine Safety Net?
* Launched in 2003, the Vaccine Safety
Net is a global network of vaccine safety
websites, evaluated by the WHO. Cur-
rently, the network has 47 member
websites in 12 languages. According to
the WHO, more than 173 million users
access VSN websites every month. Web-
sites are subjected to severe vetting by
the Vaccine Safety Net before being ap-
proved to become a member. For in-
stance, websites are required to contain
correct, unbiased information about
vaccine safety and have no links with
the industry to become a member.

According to the WHO, efforts are on

to include social media channels as
well. “The network is currently piloting
the process for reviewing Facebook
pages to help get trustworthy vaccine
safety messages to more diverse audi-
ences,” the WHO says.

The Indian Academy of Paediatrics’
Advisory Committee on Vaccines and
Immunisation Practices (ACVIP) is one
of the members of the network. “We be-
came a member in August 2016,” says
Dr. Vipin Vashishtha, who is the web
master of the site. “In February alone,
there have been nearly 2,35,000 visits
to the ACVIP website.”

Howuseful is the information?
* At a time when U.S. President Donald
Trump has raised the bogey of vaccine-
induced autism through several tweets,
the Institute for Vaccine Safety, Johns
Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public
Health, which is a member of network,
posted an article last month explaining
why vaccines do not cause autism. One
of Mr. Trump’s tweets reads: “Healthy
young child goes to doctor, gets

pumped with massive shot of many vac-
cines, doesn’t feel good and changes —
Autism. Many such cases!” To a con-
cerned parent that many vaccines given
together as a combination vaccine, as in
the case of MMR, is the cause of autism
and other safety issues, the Centres for
Disease Control and Prevention, a mem-
ber of the network, in an explainer,
says: “Scientific data show that getting
several vaccines at the same time does
not cause any chronic health
problems.”

In January, the ACVIP sent out a letter
to its nearly 24,000 members (who are
paediatricians) and posted it on the
website explaining the basics of the
measles-rubella vaccine campaign. Un-
fortunately, no information was made
available on the website to counter the
rumours about the MR vaccine. “We are
in the process of uploading video mes-
sages on the website about the MR com-
bination vaccine and its safety,” Dr.
Vashishtha says.

R. PRASAD
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hospital in Erbil, the capital of Iraqi Kur-
distan. Later, the World Health Organ-
isation raised the number of the af-
fected to 12. According to WHO, and
authorities at the West Erbil Emergency
Hospital, the symptoms, such as
blisters, redness in the eyes, irritation,
vomiting and coughing, are that of
chemical attacks.

Who is behind the assault
The needle of suspicion points to the IS.
The attack happened in the eastern part
of Mosul, which has for weeks been un-
der the Iraqi troops’ control. The city
has been divided into east and west by
the Tigris river. When the Iraqi troops
began the battle for Mosul in October
2016, they started by attacking the east-
ern suburbs of the city, slowing making
moves into the IS’s power centres. The
city’s administrative buildings and air-
port are in the western part. Though
eastern Mosul is liberated, in early
March, it was within reach of IS fighters’
rockets andmortar shells from the west.
One theory is that the IS is targeting

Early this month, the International
Committee of the Red Cross issued a
statement condemning “in the strongest
possible terms” the use of chemical
weapons in Mosul, the second largest
city of Iraq where the Iraqi troops have
been fighting the Islamic State (IS) ter-
rorist group for over four months.

The Red Cross said seven people, in-
cluding children, with symptoms con-
sistent with an exposure to a toxic
chemical agent were being treated at a

more civilians at a time when it is facing
a huge military setback.

Chemical warfare capability
This is not the first time the IS has been
accused of using chemical weapons. In
September and October last year, IS
fighters launched at least three chem-
ical attacks in Qayyarah, 60 km south of
Mosul. The attacks came after the town
was recaptured by Iraqi troops. They
caused painful burns to at least seven
people consistent with exposure to low
levels of a chemical warfare agent
known as “vesicants,” or blister agents,
the Human Rights Watch reported in

November. According to the IHS Con-
flict Monitor, a London-based intelli-
gence collection and analysis service,
the IS has used chemical weapons, in-
cluding chlorine and sulfur mustard
agents, at least 52 times on battlefields
in Syria and Iraq since 2014.

U.S. military officials have repeatedly
warned of the IS’s chemical warfare
capabilities. Chlorine is commercially
available as an industrial chemical, and
terrorist groups often use it to make
bombs. But it’s not clear from where IS
got sulfur mustard, a chemical warfare
agent.

The regime of Saddam Hussein and
that of Bashar al-Assad in Syria had pos-
sessed the weapons earlier. The Sad-
dam regime is gone, and Syria gave up
its chemical weapons as part of an inter-
national agreement to avoid American
invasion. It is believed that the IS is in-
volved in its production. In January,
when the Iraqi troops recaptured Mosul
University from IS, they found chem-
istry labs had been converted into
makeshift weapons labs. Later, troops

discovered mustard chemical warfare
agent in the eastern part of the city.

The use of chemical and biological
weapons is a war crime. Efforts to erad-
icate their use date back to the 19th cen-
tury and the first universal ban came
into effect after First World War.

In 1997, the Chemical Weapons Con-
vention treaty prohibited the use and
production of chemical weapons. At
least 190 states have so far accepted the
treaty, while 93% of the world’s de-
clared stockpile of chemical weapons
have been destroyed. But these regula-
tions are meant for nation-states,
whereas the attack in Mosul suggests
that non-state terrorist actors also pos-
sess chemical weapons capabilities. As
of now, the threats they pose could be
minimal as their capacity to make high-
grade weapons and delivery systems
may be limited. Still, terror groups pos-
sessing chemical weapons poses a chal-
lenge to the international security archi-
tecture.

STANLY JOHNY

Mosul and
the threat of
chemical
attacks
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batsmen bred on a diet of placid pitches
against practitioners of the slow art, all
their lives. There were more surprises
in store as Lyon became Australia’s
highest wicket-taker (58) specifically
against India and we are talking about a
legacy that had legends like Dennis
Lillee, Glenn McGrath and Shane
Warne.

Why is Lyon a revelation?
It is a different matter that eventually In-
dia had the last laugh and fittingly an-
other off-spinner — R. Ashwin (six for 41)
— fashioned the host’s 75-run triumph.
That still doesn’t dull the allure of Ly-
on’s opening day exploits. He may not
have the larger-than-life aura that
Warne reflected through a storied ca-
reer, but Lyon, an efficient bowler forti-
fied by a desire to do well against sub-
continental players, has been a revela-
tion. Asked about his motivation, Lyon
told the media: “I love to play well
against the best players. I just want to
prove to myself that I am good enough
and I can compete hard.” In the 22.2

overs he bowled in India’s wretched
first innings, Lyon’s strengths were his
ability to dry the runs, the way he
quickly analysed the pitch’s pliability,
and a metronomic manner of delivering
the ball at one spot, much to the despair
of Kohli and company. He lent some
over-spin to the ball and extracted
bounce, bringing the close-in fielders
into play, but at the same time he was
honest enough to say: “I don't know if
they’re going to spin or go straight. So if
I don’t know, neither does the batter
really. I am about doing the basics really
well. If I keep doing that, I’ll create
chances and that’s what you have to do
over here in India.” Not for him the pro-
clamations of the ‘zooter’ and other jar-
gons that Warne dished out in pre-
match briefings.

India diffident against spin?
Lyon’s mastery over the Indians, at least
in their first innings (the spinner failed
to get wickets during India’s second
dig), also revealed a recent fallibility
that has plagued Kohli’s men. And it

pertains to their diffidence against spin.
In a converse way, the obsession to

prove themselves overseas against
speed and swing, has often forced In-
dian batsmen to minutely observe rival
fast bowlers and try and replicate age-
old methods, be it in countering a bowl-
ing machine or getting a team-mate pelt
tennis balls from close quarters on ce-
ment surfaces. The accent is on runs
against the fast bowlers and playing spin
has been taken for granted.

Against Lyon, the Indians were in no-
man’s land. The footwork was tentative
and even Kohli fell, offering no shot to a
ball that struck his pads in line with the
stumps. And when the ploy of dancing
down the pitch was used, it was done
more in hope as evident in Ajinkya Ra-
hane’s dismissal. The Australian think-
tank leans on Lyon as its primary spin-
ner. If India reveals a hesitancy in pre-
paring rank-turners for the rest of the
series, it is a tribute to Lyon and his
partner, left-arm spinner Steve O’Keefe.

K.C. VIJAYA KUMAR
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<> I love to play well against the
best players. I just want to
prove to myself that I am
good enough and I can
compete hard

Nathan Lyon

Australian of-spinner

Nathan Lyon has an intrinsic un-
derstanding of pitches. It is a
knowledge not just gleaned from
the innumerable overs he
bowled over the years. It is
also an elemental bond
forged through his formative
years as a member of the
ground staff at the Ad-
elaide Oval. Hence, it was
no surprise that when a
pitch biased towards
spin was laid out at
Bengaluru’s M. Chin-
naswamy Stadium dur-

ing the second Test
between India and Australia, it was
Lyon, the Australian off-spinner, who
flourished on the first day and ruined
Virat Kohli’s best-laid plans.

The Indian skipper opted to bat and
ended up one of Lyon’s victims as the
home team was bowled out for 189 in
the first innings. The 29-year-old’s eight
for 50 was the best figures for a visiting
bowler in India and the irony could not
be missed — a spinner hoodwinking desi

Nathan Lyon
Spin
Master
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Fearless girls: A 50-inch-high statue
titled ‘Fearless Girl’ faces the Charging
Bull onWall Street onWednesday in New
York (right). A big investment irm, State
Street Global Advisors, installed the
statue tomark International Women's
Day and to push for more women on
company boards and in top roles. The
work is by artist Kristen Visbal.
Elsewhere, women across the world took
out marches and rallies to celebrate the
day. In Seattle, women raise slogans (top
left) and hold up signs during a rally.
Throngs of demonstrators, mostly
women andmany wearing red, rallied in
New York andWashington to protest
against President Donald Trump's
policies towards women. A protester
poses during amarch in Buenos Aires,
Argentina (bottom left). The text written
around her neck reads "I decide" in
Spanish.
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Open any newspaper on any weekend,
and chances are that you will have a
plethora of real estate ads staring you in
the face. Most of them, if you look into
them a little deeper, have something or
the other to do with the IT (information
technology) sector. Either they are
hawking office spaces aimed at the IT
sector, or residences which are pitched
as being ideally located and designed to
serve the needs of India’s vast — and by
relative standards, exceptionally well
paid — techie army.

Consumption-driven
It’s not surprising, because this segment
forms the core consuming audience for
a number of other industries, particu-
larly in the major metros and mini met-
ros. Whether is Delhi or Mumbai,
Bengaluru or Chennai, Hyderabad or
Pune or even upcoming cities like Kochi
or Bhubaneswar, the ‘techie crowd’
forms the core audience for not just
builders, but everyone from carmakers
to lifestyle holiday merchants to gour-
met restaurants. It’s not that there is no
money with the rest or that there are no
other well-paid jobs. It is just that given
their numbers, these high disposable in-
come and lifestyle consumption ori-
ented techies give the critical volumes
necessary to sustain such businesses.
This is also why such businesses are
concentrated in the cities which are
home to the largest concentration of IT
and IT-related businesses.

All that, however, may soon be a
thing of the past. Over the past few
weeks, there have been increasingly
pessimistic noises made by the IT sector
about the key challenge faced by the
sector in sustaining the growth mo-
mentum of the past — and no, it’s not
Donald Trump, though the choleric U.S.
head of state is an enormous ‘X factor’
in the equation. The real challenge, they
say, is the skill level of their staff — or
more precisely, the lack thereof.

Advisory firm McKinsey, which is
not usually given to doomsday predic-
tions, said in a report released last
month that almost half the IT in-
dustry’s four million-strong workforce
of technology and software profession-
als will be “irrelevant” in the next
three to four years. French BPO giant
(it prefers to call itself a consulting and
solutions company) CapGemini went
even further — its India CEO said as
much as 65 per cent of the IT work-
force will not be relevant to the
changed needs of the workplace, and

will lose their jobs over the coming few
years unless they are able to re-skill
themselves. Worse, from an economy
point of view, these jobs will be lost in
the well-paid middle and senior levels
– by people in their late thirties to early
forties, people who should, in theory,
have decades of productive employ-
ment left. These people, the CapGem-
ini head says, will become redundant
not only because they lack the skills
needed by their digitally transforming
customers, but because they are un-
able or unwilling to acquire the
needed new skills.

This is the double whammy which
our IT industry, our policy makers and

the by now largely privatised educa-
tion and skilling sector have to face.
And this challenge is fundamentally
different from the one faced 20 years
ago, when India’s IT sector hit its expo-
nential growth phase. At that time,
given its low-cost employee pool and
the currency advantage it enjoyed, the
IT sector was able to invest in skilling
and training on its own, taking in es-
sentially non-relevantly skilled em-
ployees and bashing out the rough
edges in vast internal training centres,
now called, fairly justifiably, as ‘univer-
sities’. Infosys, Wipro, TCS, they all
have them.

This was fine for a while, but the
trouble with the knowledge industry is
the changing definition of knowledge.
While customer industries were trans-
forming at light speed, India’s IT Inc it-
self was relatively slow to change.
Worse, over the past decade or so, as
they grew into vast, publicly listed and
traded enterprises, their focus turned
more and more into satisfying their in-
vestors’ insatiable appetite for returns,
which meant that they progressively
invested less and less in skill develop-
ment as a proportion of their total
business. The government, too,
dropped the ball, sanguinely assuming
that the private education sector
would fill the gap.

All about skills
The trouble is, that the private educa-
tion sector was equally returns fo-
cussed. This meant that while quantity
was delivered, quality was another is-
sue altogether. At last month’s Nas-
scom event, CapGemini’s Srinivas Kan-
dula, whose firm employs one lakh IT
engineers in India alone, admitted that
the intake quality was so bad that most
of the candidates could not even say
what subjects they were taught in the
final semester of college!

This is a frightening situation. The
water, as the saying goes, is well and
truly above our heads. If we do not put
in place a coherent policy response,
coordinating effort and investments
between the government, industry
and the education sector, we are likely
to see a cataclysmic de-growth, more
spectacular than the boom of this cen-
tury’s first decade. The IT industry,
just as much as our banking sector, is
simply too big to fail. The time to act is
now.

Without a coherent policy response we’re likely to see a cataclysmic de-growth

IT’s new, improved
skills problem

ON THE OTHER HAND

R. Srinivasan

is Editor, The Hindu Business Line
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Ours is an age awash in reactionary
fever. Words by influential political fig-
ures borrow from vocabularies of patri-
otism to provoke and incite in the name
of ‘return to greatness’. To this end, in-
dividuals at the helm of powerful societ-
ies are “standing athwart history, yelling
Stop”. They promise to halt change, re-
set the clock, and if need be abolish his-
tory itself. Many have mistakenly dia-
gnosed this as a rise or a return of
conservatism. But unlike the defences
of eroding traditions by conservative in-
tellectuals like T.S. Eliot, Michael
Oakeshott, or even a William F. Buckley,
today’s reaction against an imperfect
status quo is a full-throated, guttural

scream. These reactionary responses
that dominate our social media and
politics have little patience for aspects
of traditional conservatism that stressed
a progressive refinement of aesthetics,
exploration of the Self amidst tradition,
or the cultivation of an attitude of incre-
mentalism when faced with the pro-
spect of change.

‘Death of expertise’
Oakeshott wrote in his Notebooks: “Any-
one touched with the sense of mortality
will be apt to be a conservative in polit-
ics.” Our present reactionaries exhort
and inflame their societies and the thin
veneer of civilisation around them as if
they were immortal. Whereas conser-
vatism is an attitude towards life that re-
lies on ‘humility’ of the intellect — a
form of “attentive patience” as the
philosopher Simone Weil described it —
today’s reactionaries are marked pre-
cisely by their willingness to deny the
intellect its due. The result is what the
scholar Tom Nichols calls “death of
expertise”.

On the flip side, the result of failing to
distinguish between reactionaries and

conservatives is that it produces unique
blind spots and untenable lines of ques-
tioning. Asking of reactionary politics to
produce intellectuals is to misunder-
stand what it is about in the first place.
The Left exalts intellectuals because
they seek to build models of the future.
For the reactionary, there is already a
successful model: the past. What any re-
actionary programme demands is re-
vitalisers of the past and a conclave of
interpreters to describe the promise of
return. Much energy meanwhile is
spent on op-ed pages asking questions
like where are the intellectuals of

politics, theologies of social emancipa-
tion, technocrats, trade agreements,
multiculturalism. Why exactly these
arouse anger and response is complic-
ated, if not obscure. One answer that
the writer Pankaj Mishra offers in his
sweeping and provocative new book
(Age of Anger) is that the collective rage
we see world over is, in parts, a reaction
against the architecture of Anglo-Amer-
ican modernity imposed by elites in a fit
of unthinking mimicry. This has in turn
created half-formed mentalities. Indi-
viduals who are neither conservative
and grounded in tradition, nor pre-
pared to live a life of “agitation, change,
and danger” that modernity imposes.
Lacking the tools that traditional societ-
ies offer its children, men in this half-
modern world adopt identities as a way
to be. Men put on masks — masks origin-
ally designed by foreigners for their own
festivals — to render their lives with a vi-
tality that contrasts with the insignific-
ance of their lives swept up in vast, im-
personal events. The result, over time,
is the desire to tear that suffocating
mask away: to feel free, even if
momentarily.

arities in content, form, and analysis
end there. The conservative seeks to
preserve the past while anxiously ex-
amining signs of change that may upend
the present, the reactionary meanwhile
seeks to destroy the present so that he
may rebuild the future in the shadow of
an imagined past.

Between the two, it is the conservat-
ive who is worshipful of the past for its
complexity, while the reactionary is an
iconoclast, an unbeliever in the in-
betweenness of the past. For the con-
servative, the past is source of replen-
ishment and meaning while for the re-
actionary, it is he who infuses the past
with meaning. Methodologically and
temperamentally, the conservative has
an archivist’s attitude and is armed with
nothing but a set of heuristics about
what works to sustain the present while
the reactionary (like the Leftist revolu-
tionary) works out of a model he ima-
gines inviolable.

Desire to feel free
Meanwhile, the enemy of the reaction-
ary mind is an alchemical brew served
up in the name of progress — liberal

Hindutva? — in hopes of showing that by
failing to locate them, the reactionary
mind is either to be derided for failing
to make the mark or ignored conscien-
tiously. It is this failure to taxonomise
correctly — to demarcate the extent of
our ignorance of a particular political
mind — that has led to our near com-
plete lack of knowledge about the reac-
tionary mind. Failure to ask such ques-
tions leads us to being blind-sided by
realities such as Brexit or Trumpism.

We mistakenly label reactionaries as
conservatives for they both share a pre-
occupation with the past. But the simil-

An equal and opposite reaction

SERENDIPITIES

Keerthik Sasidharan

was born in Palakkad and lives in New York

The enemy of the reactionary mind is an alchemical brew served up in the name of progress — liberal politics, theologies of social emancipation, multiculturalism
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I raced through Ties, a novel by
Domenico Starnone, all of 144 pages of
the volume including a long introduc-
tion by Jhumpa Lahiri, who translated
it into English from the original Italian,
without realising the full context in
which I’d eventually come to place it.
Ties was on the wish list on my Kindle
on account of the Lahiri connection,
given the fascinating journey she em-
barked upon a few years ago, moving
to Rome, learning Italian, immersing
herself enough so she did not read in
any other language — and eventually
did not write in any other either. More
on her linguistic journey later, but it
was the translator’s imprint that
brought me to Ties.

A brilliant novel
Having begun the book, it was clear
that Starnone was an uncommonly
fine novelist, pulling off a narrative, as
Lahiri explained in the interaction,
about containers, about deception,
about the bonds that hold families to-
gether and also about the suspicions
and silences that strain those bonds.
Writes Lahiri, “In spite of all the solid
walls, the reassuring structures we
seek out and build around us, there is
nowhere, Starnone seems to suggest,
to feel safe.” Ties tells the story of
Vanda, abandoned along with her
young son and daughter in 1970s
Naples by her professorial husband for
the love of a younger woman. It starts
as a series of letters from Vanda, angry,
distraught and also trying to keep a
grip on her existence, to Aldo, her hus-
band. They will come back together
eventually, and these letters will be
found by him in equally distraught cir-
cumstances at a time nearer our
present in their Rome apartment, and
the reader will re-examine the present
in the light of those letters, and equally
reassess the letters in the light of
what’s transpiring later.

Things come to an unsettling junc-
ture when they return from a small va-
cation to find their apartment ran-
sacked, everything strewn around but
nothing of value removed. The mys-
tery will be solved to the reader’s, if
not Aldo and Vanda’s, satisfaction —
but, and this is curiously satisfying,
with many loose ends untied. It is a
slim story about the unknowableness
of the ties that bind and those that
separate.

Lacci, the original in Italian, won
the first Bridge Prize for fiction, “awar-
ded each year to a contemporary
Italian novel or short collection that
will be translated into English, and to
an American work of fiction that will
be translated into Italian”. As it
happened, Lahiri was on a panel dis-
cussion with Starnone at the Italian
embassy in the U.S., after which he
asked if she’d translate the novel. She
said she would.

She had read the book when it first
came out, in 2014, and: “…fell in love
with it. I had not yet translated any-
thing from Italian to English. In fact, I
was resistant to the idea. I was im-
mersed in Italian, in a joyous state of
self-exile from the language (English)
and the country (the United States)
that have marked me most signific-
antly. But the impact of this novel over-
whelmed me andmy desire, as soon as
I read it, was to translate it someday.”
The time spent on translation was one

during which she had a “broken
heart”, though we are not told why.
But it took her out her full immersion
in Italian: “There is the challenge of
transplanting into a different language
what already thrives, beautifully, in an-
other. In order to translate Ties I had
to purposefully distance myself from
Italian, the language I have come to
love most, dismantling it, render it in-
visible.”

Lahiri will surely write about the
process in greater depth, pulling the
threads from her 2016 book, In Other
Words, her memoir about exile from
the U.S. and from English. It was writ-
ten in Italian and translated into Eng-
lish by Ann Goldstein. The cover of
that book did not carry Goldstein’s
name with the prominence that Ties
does Lahiri’s — but Goldstein was a
particularly well-known translator by
then, having rendered into English
Elena Ferrante’s wildly popular
Neapolitan novels among others. That
association had even given air to ru-
mours that Ferrante was Goldstein
herself.

Joining the dots
In the time since, an investigative re-
porter has revealed the identity of the
‘real’ Ferrante, an Italian translator
called Anita Raja. Raja, in turn, is mar-
ried to Domenico Starnone! And a
little research — just a Google search
actually! — brought me to a Guardian
report from 2014 about Starnone refut-
ing rumours that he, in fact, was
‘Elena Ferrante’, given the similarities
between his new novel and a 2002 Fer-
rante book, I giorni dell’abbandono (or
The Days of Abandonment in its Eng-
lish, Goldstein-translated version). At
that point, he said, “Let’s say I am Fer-
rante, or that my wife is. Explain to me
one thing: given that it is so rare, in
this mud puddle that is Italy, to have
international reach, why would we not
make the most of it? What would in-
duce us to remain in the shadow?”

Those questions are theirs to an-
swer, or not. But as I work backwards,
and start reading The Days of Abandon-
ment, it’s heart-warming to recall Edith
Grossman’s answer to the title of her
book, Why Translation Matters: “I be-
lieve it matters for the same reasons
and in the same way that literature
matters — because it is crucial to our
sense of ourselves as human.”

Or all that connects Domenico Starnone, Elena Ferrante and Jhumpa Lahiri

The ties that bind, those
that unravel

WORD COUNTS

Mini Kapoor

is Ideas Editor, The Hindu

I used to be a supporter of the Indian
cricket team, but over the last few years
my fandom has lost its mojo. A bit like a
glutton who no longer enjoys stuffing
himself, this happened not overnight
but gradually. One obvious reason was
the passing into retirement of the golden
generation of Dravid, Tendulkar, Lax-
man, Srinath, Kumble and Sehwag. For
none of them did retirement feel like a
premature decision, such is the implac-
ably usurious nature of sporting time as
it collects back the great abilities it has
lent you. In consonance, perhaps it was
also time for many of us to retire as
cricket fans, or so I told myself.

It’s not cricket

Despite fading interest there was defin-

itely huge pleasure in watching us lift the
2011 World Cup, but after that, the
game, so to speak, was definitely up. Be-
ing world champions didn’t make up for
us getting slammed 0-4 twice, in Test
series in England and Australia (Imran
Khan then sneering at a lecture in Cal-
cutta: ‘0-8! That takes consistency!’),
and the resistible rise of the ghastly In-
dian Premier League added to the grow-
ing distaste. It wasn’t that we’d suddenly
become a howling, jingoistic cricketing
nation — we’d been that since 1983. It
wasn’t only now that far too many of our
cricketers were arrogant, over-moneyed
cockerels who didn’t know how to steer
their fame and wealth — that had been
the case since the 1980s. It wasn’t that
the nexus of corporate houses and
politicians had only just begun to mutil-
ate the game for their own purposes.
Perhaps it was the accumulative effect of
all this over the last twenty-odd years
that put me off. Or perhaps it was the
fact that there was no way we could be
seen as underdogs anymore. Coupled
with this, we now had the richest Board,
ruthlessly swinging the biggest bat in the
International Cricket Council, leveraging
our ‘advantage’ into the perpetuation of

a mega-business, often to the detriment
of the game. There was no pleasure
watching us stamp all over a diminished
West Indies, or a New Zealand or a
Bangladesh, and now – god help me –
not even over an organisationally
shattered Pakistan. With Sri Lanka
things were more or less equal. But, des-
pite our overdog status, we were still
regularly being bitten to shreds by Aus-
tralia, England and South Africa, espe-
cially on their grounds and especially in

nicely set up, and there is every chance
there will be further crazy cricket inside
the boundary ropes and more mayhem
outside. However, what is more pro-
nounced than ever before is the big busi-
ness aspect of the game and the tire-
some jingoism of a country that still
achieves almost nothing in any sport
other than cricket. Even as the officials,
both Indian and international, try and
shove the DRS-gate under the carpet,
people are quite rightly suggesting that
business as usual is not an option. You
can disagree with the viewpoint, but
when a friend wrote an article arguing
that either Kohli or Smith has to pro-
duce evidence or resign his captaincy,
the response on the Net was nasty.

One comment went: ‘Your article
proves how [name of the website]
works, are [they] paid by the Australians
to write articles against India?’ and an-
other response went: ‘Yeh aadmi sala
Aussie ***licker hai.’ As the third Test ap-
proaches, I’m looking forward to the
cricket. I’m also not averse to a bit of
confrontation on field and off. But what
I don’t have the stomach for is the huge
pseudo-patriotic noise that surrounds
the game in our country.

India continued to lose Test matches.
My jaded appetite was further whetted
when M.S. Dhoni decided to exit the
stage of the longer game in Australia and
one could suddenly see a different spark
in Kohli & Co. Further salivation ensued
when, sitting in the U.K., I decided to ig-
nore the recent India v. England Test
series and found myself hungrily gather-
ing scraps of series highlights after-
wards. By the time this Australian team
landed here, I found myself ready once
again to ‘participate and partake’, as
they say.

Appetite formore

Kohli and crew have shown true Indian
hospitality, especially in the first Test
and almost half of the second one as
well. As in 2001, we lost the first match
by a chunky margin (though in ’01 we
didn’t give too much to the token spin-
ner the Aussies were carrying), and
clawed back the second Test from a bad
position. As in the 2007-08 series with
the Maanki-gate business, we have
sledging overdrive and multiple per-
sonal rubs, this time with the added spi-
cing of allegations of gamesmanship and
counter-allegations. At 1-1 the series is

Test matches.
Given all this, of late I’ve most happily

watched games between other coun-
tries: Bangladesh putting up a good fight
against nominally stronger opposition,
or Sri Lanka or Pakistan (the nouveau-
David) against Australia, England or SA.
Matches between the latter three are
also okay but (perhaps unfairly) I find
them comparable to eating really bland
western food.

All this began to change somewhat as

How Virat Kohli and Co reignited my interest in Test cricket, but some things don’t change

Spare me the pseudo-patriotic surround sound

PASSING BITE

Ruchir Joshi

is a writer, ilm-maker and columnist
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Smelling for success

Bumblebees have the ability
to use ‘smelly footprints’ to
make out the difference
between their own scent
and that of others. This
improves their chances of
finding good sources of
food and avoid flowers
where the nutrients have
already been removed.
“Bumblebees secrete a
substance whenever they
touch their feet to a surface,
much like us leaving
fingerprints...” Richard
Pearce from the School of
Biological Sciences said in a
University of Bristol release.
Based on experiments, the
researchers found that
bumblebees were able to
identify scents left behind
by themselves, bees from
their nest, strangers and
those left untouched.
“Bumblebees are flexible
learners and... can detect
whether or not it is they or a
different bumblebee that
has visited a flower
recently. These impressive
abilities allow them to be
cleverer in their search for
food,” he said.

ODD & END

Using a novel route, an Indian re-
searcher has been able to increase
wheat grain yield by 20% and also
improve the resilience of wheat to
environmental stress such as
drought. By using a precursor that
enhances the amount of a key sugar-
signalling molecule (trehalose-6-
phosphate (T6P)) produced in wheat
plant, Dr. Ram Sagar Misra, from the
Department of Chemistry, University
of Oxford and currently with the De-
partment of Chemistry, Shiv Nadar
University, Greater Noida, has been
able to increase the amount of starch
produced and, therefore, the yield.

The technique
The T6P molecule stimulates starch
synthesis, which in turn, increases
the yield. Since the pathway of T6P
molecule is the same in other plants,
the yield can potentially be increased
by using suitable precursors. The res-
ults were published in the journal
Nature. Dr. Misra is one of the au-
thors of the paper.

Dr. Misra and researchers from UK
used four precursor compounds to
increase the amount of T6P pro-
duced in the plant. While genetic
methods can increase the T6P level
two-three fold, the four precursor
compounds were able to achieve
100-fold increase in the sugar-sig-
nalling molecule level compared

with plants that did not receive the
molecule. Dr. Misra and others tested
the effect of four precursors by dis-
solving the molecule in water and
feeding this to the roots of Arabidop-
sis thaliana plants. Compared with
controls, the precursor-treated
plants produced higher amount of
T6P molecule and starch when ex-
posed to sunlight.

In field trials using wheat, a tiny
amount of precursor given to the
plant increased the yield significantly
— the grains produced were bigger as

the amount of starch content in the
grains increased by 13-20% com-
pared to controls that got only water.
“A particular precursor molecule —
ortho-nitrophenyl ethyl — showed
the best results in both A. thaliana
plants and wheat studies,” he says.
“The uptake of this molecule by the
plants was much more than the
other three molecules and the pre-
cursor took less time to release T6P.”

To study the resilience of wheat to
drought-like conditions when treated
with the precursor molecules, the re-

searchers carried out two different
studies.

Resilence to drought
In the first case, four-week-old wheat
plants already treated with the pre-
cursor molecules were not watered
for nine days to simulate a drought-
like condition. “The plants were al-
most dying. When we watered the
plants after nine days, only those
that were pre-treated with the pre-
cursors were able to regrow while
the control plants did not survive,”
says Dr. Misra.

In another experiment, four-week-
old wheat plants that were not
watered for nine days were sprayed
with the precursor molecules. “The
regrowth of plants sprayed with the
molecule was substantial when the
plants were watered a day after treat-
ment. We saw regrowth of new tissue
and also survival and growth of exist-
ing tissue,” Dr. Misra says. “This also
showed that the molecule could
enter the plants directly when
sprayed.”

“These two studies showed that
wheat plants were able to survive en-
vironmental stress if treated with the
precursors. The molecule 2 (dimeth-
oxy(ortho-nitro)benzyl) was better in
battling stress,” he says. More trials
on a larger scale are needed to con-
firm the role of the precursor mo-
lecules in increasing yield and with-
standing drought-like conditions.

Indian researcher uses novel
strategy to increase wheat yield
Besides increased yield, the treated plants also proved to be more resilient to drought-like conditions

A non-GM route: Ram Sagar Misra could increase the starch content by 13-20%
by enhancing the amount of a key sugar-signallingmolecule.

R. Prasad

A new clone of methicillin-
resistant Staphylococcus
aureus (MRSA), which is
exclusive to Kochi, has
been identified. The new
clone, christened ‘t15669
MRSA’, is unique to sea-
food and the aquatic envir-
onment of Kerala.

Scientists at the Central
Institute of Fisheries Tech-
nology (CIFT), Kochi,
identified the new clone
while assessing the preval-
ence of MRSA in seafood
and the environment. The
study team comprised V.
Murugadas, Toms C.
Joseph, K.V. Lalitha and M.
M. Prasad, all researchers
at the Institute.

MRSA can lead to dis-
eases ranging from milder
form of skin infections,
boils, furunculosis to life-
threatening septicemia

and bacteraemia from
post-surgical contamina-
tion. The situation turns
worse given their resist-
ance to wide range of
drugs, warned the re-
searchers. However, as S.
aureus causes disease by
producing enterotoxin in
the food, there is no im-
mediate threat in con-
sumption of seafood con-
taminated with MRSA.

“[The emergence of
MRSA] has been identified
as a health concern glob-
ally since the 1960s. How-
ever, little information is
available on the preval-
ence of MRSA and its
clonal characteristics in
seafood and the aquatic
environment,” the re-
searchers say in a paper
published in the Journal of
Food Protection.

According to Dr. Mur-

ugadas, if the new clone,
which is currently low in
concentration in the Kochi
geographical area, gets es-
tablished and becomes
widely prevalent then it
can reach the seafood

chain starting from the
fish landing centres to the
retail outlets very
frequently.

The presence of MRSA
in fish meant for human
consumption is a potential

health hazard for food
handlers. The fingerprint-
ing of MRSA can be useful
for tracing local source
and spread of MRSA isol-
ates in a defined geograph-
ical area, they said.

Accidental discovery
According to C.N. Rav-
ishankar, director of the
CIFT, the scientists
stumbled upon the new
clone during a regular
screening of fish samples,
which the institute has
been undertaking as part
of its research and social
responsibility activities.
Fish samples collected
from the landing centres
as well as the markets are
regularly screened at the
CIFT labs to identity po-
tential health hazards. Ex-
tensive research is being
undertaken on MRSA.

New clone of MRSA identiied in
Kerala aquatic environment
If the concentration of the bacterium increases, it can reach the seafood chain

Risk factor: The presence of MRSA is a potential health
hazard for those who handle the ish. H. VIBHU

K.S.Sudhi

A trial programme on acute
heart attack care run in
three districts of Tamil Nadu
was able to reduce deaths
by 19% over its year-long
duration, according to a re-
search paper. Indian Coun-
cil of Medical Research
(ICMR) during a meeting re-
commended that this model
be adopted across the
country.

The findings have been
published in the latest issue
of JAMA Cardiology. The
trial was conducted in three
districts of Tamil Nadu with
a total population of 2.5 mil-
lion people over a period of
47 weeks. In all, 2,420 heart
patients enrolled, between
August 2012 and June 2013.
The study claims that it was
able to “reduce patient
death rates by 19% at the
end of one year.”

The STEMI model has a
hub hospital with a cath lab,
linked to peripheral hospit-
als from where patients can
be transferred. The model
relies on three critical ele-
ments.

The STEMI Kit which en-
ables transmission of ECGs
from a peripheral hospital
to the hub hospital with an
on-call cardiologist is the
first. The second is an am-
bulance service for picking

up a patient from his resid-
ence and for transferring
from one hospital to an-
other. The third crucial ele-
ment is BPL insurance to en-
sure that every patient can
access this programme.

Through this pilot study,
greater number of patients
were administered superior
therapies (primary PCI and
pharmaco-invasive therapy)
as compared to stand-alone
thrombolysis. “The total
percentage of these ther-
apies went up from 35 to
61%,” as per the study. The
peripheral hospitals saw
this rate improve from “3.1
to 20.6%.” “The drop in
mortality rate was primarily
because of access to super-
ior treatment strategies
made available to patients at
peripheral hospitals,” said
Dr Thomas Alexander.

Therefore, “according to
our cost-benefit analysis, for
every rupee spent on this
programme, the govern-
ment will be able to save Rs
3.58,” says Dr Alexander.

According to the Manage-
ment of Acute Coronary
Events Registry, the median
time recorded for 5,300 pa-
tients from 12-13 states
between chest pain and
transfer of patient to hos-
pital is 400 minutes. Ex-
perts say this should ideally
be just 60 minutes.

Heart attack care trial
reduces deaths
A 19% drop was seen in one year

Press Trust of India

Synthetic yeast

Scientists are a step closer to
making synthetic yeast, as
they now have constructed
five more chromosomes of
Saccharomyces cerevisiae

(baker’s yeast) adding to the
one chromosome already
sythesised. They hope to make
ten more, completing the total
number - 16 - by the year end.

CAPSULE

Atomic hard drive

Scientists have managed to
make a stable magnet out of a
single atom. If developed, this
can lead to storing data and
also to building complex
magnetic structures from the
scratch. It could help
spintronics, a technology that
uses magnetism to move
information around in a
computer in the place of
electric current.

Sanguine feedback

Being infected with malaria
would make humans more
attractive to mosquitoes. This
would facilitate the spread of
the disease. Researchers
concluded this after observing
the effect of a parasite-
derived isoprenoid called
HMBPP on the red blood cells
of the host. Mosquitoes fed
HMBPP-spiked blood showed
changes in gene transcription.

Contagious itching

It’s not just humans and
monkeys but rodents, too,
that feel like scratching
themselves when they watch
others do it, a study on mice
revealed. A brain area – the
suprachiasmatic nucleus – was
identified by the researchers
as the main link in mediating
the contagious itch. This may
have implications on studies of
contagious behaviour.

History of seawater

Scientists from Israel and the
U.S. have developed a model
of seawater chemistry and pH
ranging over time scales
exceeding 100 million years.
They estimate that seawater
pH has increased over the last
2-4 billion years largely due to
the brightening of the sun and
decreasing interaction
between seawater and ocean
crust.

Human eye and fish eye

Why is it that humans cannot tolerate water in their eyes even for a
second, but fishes live in water for years?

§ Neerad Thanvi, Bikaner, Rajasthan.

The outer surface of the human eye is very delicate and
sensitive. It has to remain moist and is coated by a thin layer of
tears.
The chemical and physical make up of tears is very specific and
serves to lubricate, protect and also enable clear vision by
giving the cornea a smooth surface.
If the outer surface of our eye comes in contact with any liquid
which is significantly different from our own tears, it will cause
irritation in the eye.
The amount of irritation is directly proportional to the extent of
the difference of the said liquid is from our tears. For example,
irritation to lime juice will be more than to tap water, as lime
juice is significantly different from tears both chemically and
physically, to a larger degree than tap water. That is why we are
able to swim for fairly long periods in water that is reasonably
clean.
All eye medications are made to be as closely as possible to
tears in the physical sense - pH and osmolality to name two - so
as to enable us to use them comfortably.
Eyes of fishes and amphibians are inherently able to tolerate the
water in which they live just as our eyes tolerate exposure to air.
As a matter of fact, most amphibians have an extra clear lid
called “nictitating membrane” which covers the eye and
protects it when they are out of water or in very muddy water.
§ Dr Arulmozhi Varman, Uma Eye Clinic, Chennai

This week’s questions

It is said that boiling water kills the germs present in it. But what
happens to the dead bodies of the germs?

§ Neerad Thanvi, Bikaner, Rajasthan

Why is it necessary to condition a new cricket bat for generating
strokes?

§ S. Krishnamurthi, Chandigarh

Why do we need to wear special glasses to view 3Dmovies?

§ T.S. Karthik, Chennai

Why it is harder to rub off something written using a colour pencil?
What is the difference in composition between ordinary and colour
pencil?

§ K. Vaishnavi, Sivakasi, Tamil Nadu.
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Readers can send their
questions/ answers to questioncorner@thehindu.co.in

The Indus script has long chal-
lenged epigraphists because of the
difficulty in reading and classifying
text and symbols on the artefacts.
Now, a Chennai-based team of sci-
entists has built a programme which
eases the process.

Ronojoy Adhikari of The Institute
of Mathematical Sciences and Satish
Palaniappan, who is at Sri Sivasub-
ramaniya Nadar College of Engin-
eering, have developed a “deep-
learning” algorithm that can read
the Indus script from images of arte-
facts such as a seal or pottery that
contain Indus writing.

Scanning the image, the al-
gorithm smartly “recognises” the
region of the image that contains
the script, breaks it up into indi-
vidual graphemes (the term in lin-
guistics for the smallest unit of the
script) and finally identifies these
using data from a standard corpus.
In linguistics the term corpus is
used to describe a large collection of
texts which, among other things,
are used to carry out statistical ana-
lyses of languages.

The algorithms come under a
class of artificial intelligence called
“deep neural networks.” “These
have been a major part of the game-
changing technology behind self-
driving cars and Go-playing bots
that surpass human performance,”
says Satish Palaniappan. The deep
neural network mimics the working
of the mammalian visual cortex,
known as convolutional neural net-
work (CNN), which breaks the field
into overlapping regions. The fea-
tures found in each region are hier-
archically combined by the network
to build a composite understanding
of the whole picture.

The process consists of three
phases: In the first phase, the input
images are broken into sub-images
that contain graphemes only, by
trimming out the areas that do not
have graphemes. The grapheme-
containing areas are further
trimmed into single-grapheme
pieces. Lastly, each of these single
graphemes is classified to match
one of the 417 symbols discovered
so far in the Indus script.

Indus script
The Indus valley script is much
older than the Prakrit and Tamil-
Brahmi scripts. However, unlike the
latter two, it has not yet been de-

ciphered because a bilingual text
has not yet been found.

A bilingual text has in many other
cases aided archaeologists in under-
standing ancient scripts, for ex-
ample, the Rosetta stone. This stone
which was found in the eighteenth
century carries inscriptions of a de-
cree, issued in 196 BCE, in three
parts, the first two in ancient Egyp-
tian hieroglyphic and the Demotic
scripts, while the bottom is in An-
cient Greek. Since the decree was
the same, the Rosetta stone
provided the key to deciphering
Hieroglyphs. For the lack of such a
“Rosetta stone,” the Indus script re-
mains undeciphered today.

It is a major effort to even build a
standard corpus of the language
and decode the writing on existing
artefacts and map them to this
standard corpus. The most widely
accepted corpora of Indus scripts
was brought together by the efforts
of Iravatham Mahadevan, noted In-
dian epigraphist, from the 3,700
texts and 417 unique signs collected
so far.

When asked about the relevance
of this work, Dr Mahadevan says, “It
[the algorithm] represents a signific-
ant advance in the computerised
study of the Indus Script. I wish I
had this software 40 years ago when
I compiled the Indus concordance.”

Chennai team taps AI to read Indus Script
The algorithm uses ‘deep neural networks’ which are also used in self-driving cars

Step by step: Scanning the image, the algorithm smartly processes the data in three steps to place its elements
within the standard corpus. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Shubashree Desikan

Scientists have discovered a
chemical in the zebra fish brain
that helps reveal how it regrows
its retina, a finding that can poten-
tially cure blindness in humans.

The findings showed that the
levels of GABA (gamma aminobu-
tyric acid), a neurotransmitter,
best known for its role of calming
nervous activity, drop when the
unique self repair process kicks
in.

Thus, blocking the chemical
(GABA) could lead to new treat-
ments for AMD (age-related macu-
lar degeneration), the most com-
mon cause of blindness and and
retinitis pigmentosa.

The structure of the retinas
(the light-sensing tissue at the
back of the eye) of fish and mam-
mals are basically the same and a
reduction in GABA might be the
trigger for retinal regeneration,
the researchers said.

“Our theory is that a drop in
GABA concentration is the trigger

for regeneration,” said James Pat-
ton, Professor at Vanderbilt Uni-
versity, in Tennessee, US.

“If we are correct, then it might
be possible to stimulate human
retinas to repair themselves by
treating them with a GABA inhib-
itor,” Patton added.

In the study, the scientists in-
jected drugs that kept GABA con-
centrations in the retinas of newly
blinded fish at a high level,

They found that doing so sup-
pressed the regeneration process.

After injecting an enzyme that
lowers GABA levels in normal fish,
they found that the Muller glia
(retinal cells) began changing and
proliferating, the first stage in the
regeneration process.

The Muller glia (which in fish
play a key role in regeneration) is
a special type of adult stem cell.

When regeneration is triggered
in zebrafish, the Muller glia begins
proliferating and then differentiat-
ing into replacements for the
damaged nerve cells.

Study on ish reveals key
to cure blindness
Chemical triggering recovery identiied
Indo-Asian News Service
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BEING

DR HUMERUS KESHAV

What are time crystals?
To put it simply, they are hypothetical structures that have
movement without expending energy. First proposed by Nobel
Prize-winning theoretical physicist FrankWilczek in 2012, time
crystals are structures that appear to havemovement even at
their lowest energy state, known as a ground state. This ability
violates a fundamental symmetry in physics called time-
translation symmetry, but physicists have now demonstrated
that it might actually be possible for time crystals to physically
exist. Earlier this year, two separate teams of physicists
described ways of actually creating such structures. Because
they passed a preliminary peer review earlier this week, the
scientiic community is excited about it. Being able to create
themwouldmean a leap forward in creating quantum
computers, said to be the next evolutionary step in data
storage. The newly createdmatter joins a host of other exotic
states of matter, such as superconductors, quantum-spin
liquids and superluids.

DEMYSTIFYING SCIENCE

I
n an attempt to offer a bouquet
of choices to women in need of
family planning services, India

has introduced hormonal inject-
able contraceptives in its national
programme.

While the injections are popular
around the world, a 2010 report by
USAID-India noted that India’s con-
traceptive choices were highly
skewed towards single method
use. Over 75% resort to female ster-
ilisation, followed by condoms
(10%), birth control pills (6%), and
intrauterine devices (4%). Herein
lies the fundamental problem with
the introduction of hormonal in-
jectable contraceptives.

“In India, women don’t make a
choice when it comes to family
planning. They make a sacrifice.
Women are not making informed
choices or giving consent with full
understanding of what the drug
does to their bodies. The first
choice offered to these women is
sterilisation. This is extremely re-
gressive situation,” says Poonam
Muttreja, executive director of
Population Foundation of India
(PFI).

Not meant for prolonged use
To add to the lack of informed con-
sent is the growing controversy
over safety issues concerning in-
jectable contraceptives. They have
side effects ranging from men-
strual irregularities, migraine
headaches, abdominal cramps to
bone degeneration.

The injectable contraceptive de-
pot medroxyprogesterone acetate

(DMPA) was introduced in India in
1994 by the Drug Controller Gen-
eral of India as a prescription drug.
In 1995, the Drug Technical Advis-
ory Board, on the direction of the
Supreme Court, made an interim
recommendation that DMPA
should not be allowed for mass use
in the national family planning
programme and its use should be
restricted to women who are
aware of the implications of its use.

Objections flagged by women’s
groups were validated in 2004
when the U.S. Food and Drug Ad-
ministration asked Pfizer to put a
black-box warning on the label of
its contraceptive Depo-Provera in

view of findings that the osteo-
porotic effects of the injection
grow worse the longer it is admin-
istered and may last long after its
use is stopped.

“The injections cannot be used
by women year after year. This is a
short-term option for women de-
ciding whether they want a per-
manent solution, or if, say, their
husbands are migrant workers
who visit home for a few months,”
explains Ms. Muttreja.

The question of agency
Another practical objection to in-
jectable contraceptives is that it is
“provider-controlled” — medical

professionals must give the injec-
tion and the contraceptive effects
are irreversible for the period of ef-
ficacy. As against oral birth control
pills, which are “user-controlled”
and can be stopped soon as a wo-
man develops complications.
“Making women more provider-
dependent, when better options
are available, is a problem. Espe-
cially when you consider that the
patient-doctor interaction in a
health facility is chaotic. The
power equation is not in favour of
the patient anyway. Most of all, in
case of complications, patients
cannot access health-care services
when they need them,” says Dr.

Amit Sengupta, convenor of the In-
dia chapter of People’s Health
Movement.

The most worrying concern,
however, is the “severe and deep”
gender bias, which is not being ad-
dressed by the government. In
2014, 13 women died and 65 were
injured as a government-run steril-
isation camp in Chhattisgarh. The
laparoscopic surgeon Dr. R.K.
Gupta, was found to have used the
same sutures, syringes and gloves
on all 83 patients, causing life-
threatening infections. Between
2015 and 2016, 110 women died in
India due to botched sterilisation
procedures.

The onus of family planning
rests solely on Indian women. Res-
ults of the latest National Family
Health Survey 4 showed that as
against a deplorable 1% men who
opted for sterilisation services in
2005, only 0.3% opted for it a dec-
ade later. “Sterilisation is a risky
procedure for women but it is not
for men. A vasectomy is a simple
10-minute procedure. Family plan-
ning is not, cannot be a women’s
issue. We need to talk about wo-
men’s equality and reproductive
rights. We need more men trained
in providing vasectomy, more
counselling for men instead of ad-
dressing only women,” adds Ms.
Muttreja.

While pills, intrauterine devices
and injectable contraceptives now
make for a wider mix in the family
planning programme, what’s con-
spicuously missing is the men. It’s
time to bring them in.

vidya.krishnan@thehindu.co.in

Time for men to stand up and be counted
The government adds injectable contraceptives to the bouquet of choices, but the worry is that data suggest the onus
of family planning rests solely on women

One-sided: “‘In India, women don’t make a choice when it comes to family planning. Theymake a sacriice’.”
Picture shows womenwho underwent sterilisation at a government camp, undergoing treatment after
complications, at a hospital in Bilaspur, Chhattisgarh. REUTERS

Vidya Krishnan

I
t was August, and Gina
Rinehart was prepar-

ing for another school
year as a special-educa-
tion teacher in Hemet,
California, when she got
the call: Her father,
Floyd Hall, was facing
surgery to remove a tu-
mour in his lung.
Her father,an active re-

tiree at 68, spent his days woodworking, volunteering
at the local food bank and helping his own 95-year-old
mother.

But the report from the surgical team was grim:
Stage 4 lung cancer, a terminal diagnosis. “Have you
ever heard news and felt like you wanted to throw up?”
says Ms. Rinehart, who recalls breaking into a cold
sweat. “I was seriously shocked.”

Her son and daughter had only recently left home
for school and work. “I thought we’d have a break, my
husband and me,” she said. “With the kids gone and a
little extra money, I thought we could go to Europe.
He’s never been.”

Instead, since that discovery in 2013, Ms. Rinehart
and a younger brother, Patryk Hall, who also lives in
Southern California, have been trading off months-long
stints at their parents’ home. With her father declining
rapidly now, Ms. Rinehart has decided to stay for the
duration. Elder care was a responsibility Ms. Rinehart
expected to shoulder, eventually. But she didn’t foresee
having to leave her home for extended periods and to
give up her job when she was just 46.

Researchers call this an “off-time event,” a normal
experience that comes at a point when it’s not normal.
Most family members caring for elders are over 55, the
National Academy of Sciences reported last year, and
the older people most likely to need “intensive sup-
port” from family are in their 80s or older.

Anyone can be suddenly pressed into family caregiv-
ing, of course: Ask those whose spouses have been in-
jured in accidents or war zones, or parents of children
with disabilities. But most of us don’t anticipate caring
for our parents, or other older relatives, in our 30s or
40s.

“People aren’t really prepared to take on the re-
sponsibility then,” says Donna Cohen, a psychologist
and gerontologist at the University of South Florida. “It
comes when you’re still climbing to the summit in your
own life.”

Most caregivers are young
Yet a surprising proportion of those caring for older
adults are younger. The National Academy of Sciences
notes that of people providing care for family members
over age 65 (excluding nursing home residents), nearly
15% were ages 20 to 44. Almost 24% were 45 to 54.

Beyond the challenges that caregiving brings at any
age, these people face particular disruptions.

Among the youngest group, “what particularly con-
cerns them is the negative impact on their pursuit of
education,” says Feylyn Lewis, a doctoral candidate at
the University of Birmingham in England, whose dis-
sertation looks at 18- to 25-year-old caregivers.

Caregivers closer to midlife contend with pressures
at work and sometimes have to reduce their hours, re-
fuse promotions or retire early. Ms. Rinehart took a
personal leave from her school, but when her absence
exceeded the maximum number of months allowed,
she resigned. “I loved my job,” she said wistfully. “I
miss the kids.” In turn, job loss increases current and
future financial strains. Perhaps the most jarring aspect
of off-time caregiving, though, is the sense of becoming
entirely out of sync with one’s peers.

“One way to discharge anger and reduce stress is to
be able to talk about it,” Dr. Cohen says. She worries
about younger caregivers’ physical andmental health if
they feel unsupported and too overwhelmed to take
care of themselves.

After her father’s fades away, Ms. Rinehart intends
to bring her mother home to live with her and her hus-
band in Southern California, where she’ll find another
teaching job. At least, “that’s the plan,” she said. “But
I’ve learned that you can’t expect things to go the way
you think.” NYT

Pressed into
caregiving

Paula Span

Faking it is big business: In many parts of Africa, street doctors are a common sight, running roadside pharmacies that sell
counterfeit drugs andmake claims of having cures for ailments as malaria, tuberculosis, mental illness, infertility, and even
HIV/AIDS. The drugs prescribed come in various forms such as capsules, tablets, syrups, efervescents, drops, or powders in
a sachet and are consumed by desperate patients, often with fatal results. Experts estimate that in Africa as a whole, 25%
to 50%of the pharmaceutical market is counterfeit. Picture shows boxes of counterfeit medicine being destroyed in Abobo
district of Abidjan, onMarch 10. The 50-tonne consignment was estimated to have a value of more than €1 million. AFP
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Stamping it out

D
espite institutional de-
livery being as high as

nearly 79% nationally, the
number of children in India
breastfed within one hour
of birth is less than 42% —
near 43% in urban areas
and 41% in rural India, ac-
cording to the National
Family Health Survey 4
(NFHS-4) data released a
few days ago. The Janani
Suraksha Yojana — cash in-
centives to pregnant wo-
men to attend antenatal
clinics and opt for institu-
tional deliveries — has led to
a sharp increase in institu-
tional delivery (from 39% in
2005-06 to 79% in 2015-16)
and near doubling of chil-
dren breastfed within one
hour of birth in the last 10
years.

Breastfeeding babies
soon after birth can prevent
a significant number of
neonatal deaths — about
20% newborn deaths and
13% under-five deaths, ac-
cording to C.K. Mishra, Sec-
retary, Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare.

How States fare
At 99.9% in both urban and
rural areas, Kerala has the
highest institutional births
in the country. Tamil Nadu
is a close second with 99.2%
institutional births in urban
areas and 98.7% in rural
areas. Yet, Kerala and Tamil

Nadu do not fare greatly
when it comes to initiating
breastfeeding within one
hour of birth. At 64%, Ker-
ala is well below Goa’s aver-
age of 73%. Similarly, Maha-
rashtra with 90%
institutional deliveries has
57.5% for early initiation of
breastfeeding compared to
Tamil Nadu’s nearly 55%.

Bihar has shown the
most improvement in initi-

ating breastfeeding within
one hour of birth — from 4%
in 2005-06 to 35% in 2015-
16. Other States that have
shown good improvement
on this front are Uttar Pra-
desh, Haryana, Jharkhand,
Madhya Pradesh, Punjab
and Rajasthan. Similarly, all
States have registered an
improvement in the case of
exclusive breastfeeding of
children under age six

months. While Goa has
shown a dramatic increase
from 17.7% in 2005-06 to
nearly 61% in 2015-16, Ch-
hattisgarh has witnessed a
drop from 82% to 77%.

Barriers
“You need dedicated
people who can counsel
mothers on the need to
breastfeed within one hour
of delivery. There are socio-
cultural barriers too,” says
Dr. Ajay Khera, Deputy
Commissioner and Head of
Child Health, Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare.

According to Dr. Sutapa
B. Negi from the Indian In-
stitute of Public Health,
Delhi, early initiation of
breastfeeding becomes dif-
ficult in the case of babies
delivered through
caesarean section, babies
born preterm and low-
birth-weight (less than 2.5
kg) babies. “Caesarean de-
liveries account for 10-15%
and nearly 20% babies have
low birth weight while 15%
are born preterm,” says Dr.
Khera.

According to NFHS-4
data, the national average
for babies delivered by
caesarean section is 28%,
which is more than three
times the 2005-06 figure of
8.5%.

prasad.ravindranath@
thehindu.co.in

On track, but more needed
Institutional deliveries are up in India, but breastfeeding within the irst hour
of birth needs to keep pace

Mismatch: “Despite scoring high in institutional births,
Kerala and Tamil Nadu do not fare greatly when it comes to
initiating breastfeeding within an hour of birth. North India
has shown improvement. ” GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCK PHOTO

R. Prasad

Insight into jumping genes
Duke University scientists in the U.S.
have identiied amechanism in the
molecular machinery of the cell that
could help explain how neurons begin
to falter in the initial stages of
Alzheimer’s, even before amyloid
clumps appear.

This rethinking of the Alzheimer’s process centres on human
genes critical for the healthy functioning of mitochondria, the
energy factories of the cell, which are riddled withmobile
chunks of DNA called Alu elements. If these “jumping genes”
lose their normal controls as a person ages, they could start to
wreak havoc on themachinery that supplies energy to brain
cells, leading to a loss of neurons and ultimately dementia, the
researchers say. And if this “Alu neurodegeneration hypothesis”
holds up, it could help identify people at risk sooner before
they develop symptoms or point to newways to delay onset of
the disease.

AROUND THE WORLD
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Boosting deep sleep
Gentle sound stimulation, such as the
rush of a waterfall, synchronised to the
rhythm of brain waves, signiicantly
enhances deep sleep in older adults and
improves their ability to recall words,
reports a newNorthwestern Medicine
study. Deep sleep is critical for memory
consolidation. But whenmiddle age starts, deep sleep
decreases substantially, which scientists believe contributes to
memory loss in ageing. The sound stimulation signiicantly
enhanced deep sleep in participants and their scores on a
memory test.
“This is an innovative, simple and safe non-medication
approach that may help improve brain health,” says senior
author Dr. Phyllis Zee, professor of neurology at Chicago’s
Northwestern University Feinberg School of Medicine and a
NorthwesternMedicine sleep specialist. “This is a potential tool
for enhancingmemory in older populations and attenuating
normal age-relatedmemory decline.” The study was published
onMarch 8 in Frontiers in Human Neuroscience.

GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO

A new ind, in amber
A research team led by researchers
from the Nanjing Institute of Geology
and Palaeontology, Chinese Academy
of Sciences (NIGPAS) has found a new
morphologically specialised beetle
frommid-Cretaceous Burmese amber,
some 99million years ago, shedding

new light on the predator-prey associations in the late
Mesozoic terrestrial ecosystem. The indings have been
published in the research journal Scientiic Reports. Dr. Cai
Chenyang at NIGPAS and Dr. Yin Ziwei at the Shanghai Normal
University discovered three exceptionally well-preserved
fossils of the highly specialised ant-like stone beetles
(Staphylinidae, Scydmaeninae).
These fossils have been named Cascomastigus monstrabilis YIN
and CAI, 2017.
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Productivity catches a cold
Depressed patients with chronic
rhinosinusitis (CRS) are more likely to
miss days of work or school than those
without depression symptoms,
according to the results of a new study
led by the Sinus Center at
Massachusetts Eye and Ear, a teaching
hospital of HarvardMedical School and home to the world’s
largest vision and hearing research centres. The indings,
published online in Annals of Allergy, Asthma and Immunology,
identify depression symptoms as the primary driver of lost days
of productivity in patients with CRS, paving the way for more
individualised therapy to improve overall quality of life in these
patients.
One of themore prevalent chronic illnesses in the U.S., CRS has
been known to cause signiicant quality of life detriments to
afected patients, who often cannot breathe or sleep easily due
to obstructed nasal and sinus passages.
The researchers previously identiied four categories of
symptoms that dominate CRS — disturbances of sleep, nasal
obstruction, ear and facial pain and emotional function. In
subsequent studies, they showed that disturbed sleep and
ear/facial pain are most associated with overall poorer quality
of life.

GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO

A sudden death gene
Researchers from Canada, South Africa
and Italy have identiied a new gene
that can lead to sudden death among
young people and athletes. Called
CDH2, it causes arrhythmogenic right
ventricle cardiomyopathy (ARVC),
which is a genetic disorder that

predisposes patients to cardiac arrest and is a major cause of
unexpected death in seemingly healthy young people.
In ARVC, the heart tissue is replaced by fatty and ibrous tissue.
This process encourages the development of cardiac
arrhythmias such as tachycardia and ventricular ibrillation,
which cause loss of consciousness and cardiac arrest. In the case
of ventricular ibrillation, without a ready electrical
deibrillation, it causes sudden death in a fewminutes.
The discovery has been published in Circulation: Cardiovascular
Genetics.
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NON-FICTION

W
henever you imagine
planet Earth or sit and
look at the stars on a dark

moonless night, the thoughts that
creep in are about life in our uni-
verse. Even life on Earth is a ques-
tion that envelops the brain: how
did it form? How did it shift and
evolve? What were the first life
forms and how did we as humans
get created? This is a book about
the Indian subcontinent, its ori-
gins and how the land masses
around it were formed. What sets
Indica apart is that the author,
Pranay Lal, provides clues from
his passionate and microscopic re-
search over 20 years across the In-
dian subcontinent.

What Lal has done is to take us
on a journey of a lifetime and it is a
journey few others have taken us
on. This book is truly his labour of
love. This is a journey through In-
dia where you pick up clues from
millions of years ago that reveal
the formations of our seas,
beaches and elevated hill ranges.
For instance, did you know that
the grey rocks around Nandi Hills
outside the city of Bengaluru be-
long to the Dharwar craton and
are some of the oldest in India that
were formed 3.5 billion years ago?
Or that if you travel to Jaisalmer in
Rajasthan and explore the sand
dunes around you may stumble
onto a tubular coral that is 380
million years old as this was a shal-
low sea once?

In Shivpuri in Madhya Pradesh,
the Dhala crater, which according
to the author, looks like a smudged
pugmark of a tiger, was the result
of a collision of a meteor with
Earth billions of years ago at a

time when life had just started on
Earth. If you have been to the
Western Ghats near Coimbatore
and seen the Palakkad gap, Lal will
tell you how it matches exactly a
gap in the central highlands of
Madagascar from which it origin-
ated as a result of volcanic erup-
tions 88 million years ago. The
narratives are endless and meticu-
lously researched.

Giant mammals
Then we get into the amazing ori-
gin of mammals—and the Siwalik
Hills. Right from Kurukshetra to
Chandigarh where millions of

years ago there was an enormous
diversity of giant mammals. Lal
directs you to a town around the
Markanda River called Kala-amb
(black mango) not far from the city
of Ambala where even today you
can find fossils from the past. A
museum there reveals the amaz-
ing discoveries that have been
made.

There are amazing descriptions
of the kind of wildlife that existed
in our wilderness from giraffes
that were three times larger than
their present counterparts to
mega herbivores like the ancestors
of rhinos that were among the

largest to ever roam the planet
with a height of 5.5 m at the
shoulder and weighing an aston-
ishing 15 to 20 tonnes. According
to Lal, “hyenas were vicious com-
petitors for all carnivores includ-
ing our early ancestors.” The hy-
ena was the size of a lioness and
appeared three million years ago
before becoming extinct some
400,000 years ago. Then there is
the discovery of the blue frog in
2000 in the Western Ghats and
how this connected to the
Seychelles and our ancient con-
nections with other land masses.

The book is dotted with the

most engaging descriptions of life
on Earth and sprinkled with a re-
markable collection of visuals
carefully crafted by the author to
strengthen his narrative from the
past. There are sections on how
we as humans evolved. Homo
erectus, our ancestor, emerged
two million years ago and in the
foothills of the Siwalik Hills, where
some of the largest collection of
tools going back 600,000 years
have been found. Others dating
back to 200,000 years ago have
been found in Didwana near
Nagaur in Rajasthan.

Describing our entry to this
planet, the author states, “the last
Homo erectus probably died
around 70,000 years ago, by
which time Homo sapiens had
taken their first steps that would
propel them further than Homo
erectus in claiming new territory.”

He describes their arrival:
“When the Homo sapiens arrived

on the banks of the Indus, the
mightiest Himalayan river at that
time, its far bank would have been
scarcely visible, much like the
Ganga and the Brahmaputra today
at their widest. The waters of the
Indus would have been filled with
fish, turtles and crabs. Hippopot-
ami would have lazed in its slow
moving waters, and several variet-
ies of deer and horses, eleven spe-
cies of elephants and four of
rhinoceros would have roamed
the land, and waterfowl of im-
mense varieties would have
skimmed over the river. The sandy
riverbanks would have been lined
with tall grasses, and, from
between these, ostriches and long-
necked antelopes like Sivatherium
[extinct giant giraffid] would have
watched out for new arrivals.”

Fascinating narratives
All of Lal’s narratives are fascinat-
ing as he has pieced together all
the clues he could find and then
described an actual landscape
with all the throbbing life in and
around it. I have never come
across a book like this and it has
been truly inspiring to read. I have
learnt from it and it has educated
me on so much from the past that
connects to our present.

All of us need to travel with Lal
through the pages of Indica. Our
decision makers, especially our
bureaucrats, must read this book
and imbibe some of the wisdom in
it as this would help in taking stra-
tegic decisions to safeguard the fu-
ture of this planet. Not to mention
our politicians who desperately
need an education about the fra-
gility of life on Earth and how it all
started and evolved.

On the origin of species in India
Grey rocks around Nandi Hills, corals in Jaisalmer, giant girafes in the Siwalik Hills—a biochemist connects our rich natural past to the present

Valmik Thapar

Nature’s gift:Would one stumble onto a tubular coral while exploring the sand dunes? AFP
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S
ound bites and theatrics
have displaced honest
argumentation in In-

dian politics. Today, leaders
of political parties hardly en-
gage in any substantive de-
bate on the issues of the day,
like, say, the nature of na-
tionalism or even the forced
march towards a cashless so-
ciety, using facts rather than
factoids and reason more
than emotion. But this was
not always the case. During
the Indian movement for In-
dependence, leaders with in-
tegrity made the effort to
fully articulate their opinions
on current issues often tak-
ing on opposing viewpoints
as well with consideration
and vigour. That tradition
continued for a few years
even after Independence be-
fore falling into disuse.

A reading of the new
book, The Essential
Ambedkar, edited by Dr.
Bhalchandra Mungekar,
shows one how steep the de-
cline has been. The thor-
oughness with which
Ambedkar tackles the issues
of the day is only matched by
the clarity he brings to them.
For example, in one article,
he takes on those who com-
pare untouchability favour-
ably with slavery to say that
the former is much worse. A
Roman slave was in a better
position than an Indian un-
touchable, he says, because
a slave had value and a
skilled slave had higher
value. If sold, he would fetch
a better price; if hired out,
he would bring in more
wages. The owner, there-
fore, considered training his
slaves in some trade an in-
vestment. Here Ambedkar
quotes Roman senator Cato
the Elder, who advised Ro-
man farmers never to em-
ploy slaves on marshy and
malarial land because they
could get ill and die. It was
better to employ freemen in
such places.

In slavery, said Ambedkar,
there was room for educa-
tion, virtue, happiness, cul-
ture or even wealth. In un-
touchability, there was not.

Social reform
Ambedkar’s explanation of
how the caste system was
able to survive for so long
while other systems of hier-
archy in the world faded
away, was just as insightful.
He argued that it was the
unique structure of ‘graded
inequality’ that gave the
caste system its durability—it
ensured that no caste would
join with a caste below it to

upturn the system for fear of
losing its own privileges.
Decades after Ambedkar
made that significant obser-
vation, it still resonates
across the electoral battle
fields today, as castes find it
difficult to unite against the
hierarchy itself.

Dr. Mungekar, a former
vice-chancellor of the Uni-
versity of Mumbai, selected
roughly 500 pages of about
17,500-odd pages of
Ambedkar’s writings and
speeches and then organised
them under 14 heads, ran-
ging from Caste and Un-
touchability to the Making of
the Indian Constitution to
the Emancipation of Wo-
men.

For anyone who wants to
get a sense of the expanse of
Ambedkar’s interests as well
as a taste of his rigorous style
of argumentation, this is a
good place to begin.

Nearly half the selections
in the book deal with social
reform, which is not surpris-
ing considering Ambedkar’s
intense search for the origins
of the caste system and his
lifelong struggle for equal
human rights. In the pro-
cess, Ambedkar, more than
any other leader of his time,
had to think through and ar-
rive at what kind of society
modern India ought to be,
and what kind of principles
it should be based on.

“What are the essentials
of a free social order,” he
asks, and then answers the
question himself in a man-
ner that would sum up the
spirit of the Indian Constitu-
tion that he helped shape:
“Generally speaking, they
are two. The first is that the

individual is an end in him-
self and that the aim and ob-
ject of society is the growth
of the individual and the de-
velopment of his personal-
ity. Society is not above the
individual and if the indi-
vidual has to subordinate
himself to society, it is be-
cause such subordination is
for his betterment and only
to the extent necessary. The
second essential is that the
terms of associated life
between members of society
must be regarded by consid-
eration founded on liberty,
equality, fraternity.”

Life of contradictions
Ambedkar was intensely
conscious of the distance
that lay between the ideal as
he visualised it, and the real-
ity that surrounded him. As
he asked, does the existing
social order recognise the in-
dividual? Does it recognise
him as an end in himself, as
a subject not merely of dis-
abilities but also of rights
even against the state? The
answer, he finds, is no.

As he spoke in the Con-
stituent Assembly: “On 26

January 1950, we are going to
enter into a life of contradic-
tions. In politics we will have
equality and in social and
economic life, we will have
inequality. In politics we will
be recognising the principle
of one man, one vote and
one vote, one value. In our
social and economic life, we
shall, by reason of our social
and economic structure,
continue to deny the prin-
ciple of one man, one value.
How long shall we continue
to live this life of
contradictions?”

The second half of the
book is as full of insights as
the first. For example, in
Views on Economic Develop-
ment and Labour Welfare,
Ambedkar neatly lays out
the case why, “strange
though it may seem, indus-
trialisation of India is the
soundest remedy for the ag-
ricultural problems of In-
dia”—a point that, half a cen-
tury later, politicians still
have trouble grasping.

History may not ratify all
the positions that Ambedkar
took, though. For example,
though he was for the forma-
tion of linguistic states in or-
der “to make easy the way to
democracy and to remove
racial and cultural tension,”
he also thought it would be
necessary for the new states
to adopt Hindi as their offi-
cial language since “one lan-
guage can unite people.” If
this was not done, he feared,
linguistic states could “easily
become a peril.” With almost
seven decades of experience
behind us, we now know, of
course, that both the worry
and the prescription were
unnecessary.

This collection of writings
of Ambedkar does have
some serious limitations,
though. For example,
Ambedkar’s ideological
battle with Gandhi does not
get sufficient attention, even
though it is a crucial part of
India’s history and also
Ambedkar’s own story. It
would have helped if Dr.
Mungekar had, in his intro-
duction, given his rationale
for his selections and also for
the way these were ar-
ranged.

But it gets worse. Not only
does the book make next to
no use of footnotes or ex-
planations, it has no index
either. These infirmities
make it more rewarding for
one, in some ways, to read a
single work of Ambedkar’s,
like The Annihilation of
Caste, than this collection. It
should have been the other
way around.

Substance over sound bites
With thoroughness, clarity and honest arguments, Ambedkar tackled the issues
of the day, something political leaders appear to lack today

Tony Joseph

Tactful changemaker: Ambedkar was conscious of the distance
that lay between the ideal and reality. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

§ The Essential Ambedkar
Bhalchandra Mungekar
Rupa
₹395

I
t must be hard for a writer
commenting at regular in-

tervals, on socio-economic
events as they happen, to de-
cidewhat pieces of one’s out-
put should go into a compila-
tion in a book form, should
he choose to bring out one.
There would obviously be
some pieces which must
have given the author greater
satisfaction than some oth-
ers. That would naturally
predispose him towards its
inclusion. Yet, he must be
equally conscious of the fact
that for all the joy that a par-
ticular piece of writing may
have given him at the time of
its composition, its relevance
to the general public, who
must of necessity read it at
some distant time in the fu-
ture,may be open to debate.

It becomes evenmore dif-
ficult if a selection has to be
made from a universe that
consists of articles written
for a newspaper where
choice of subjects is vast and
a decision on leaving out
some is a challenging one. It

is to the credit of Parthas-
arathi Shome, the author of
such a compilation (Develop-
ment and Taxation-60 critical
commentaries, Academic
Foundation, 2017), that he
has put together a set of art-
icles in book form, that have
not only stood the test of
time but also provide a fla-
vour to the reading public
about events of the recent
past.

Variety of subjects
The 60 essays that form the
compilationhave been classi-
fied under different heads

ranging from socio-eco-
nomic policies for India (‘A
walk from Kolkata to Lon-
don’: On the challenge of im-
proving urban infrastructure
in Kolkata) to articles that
deal with international eco-
nomic relations (China Must
Look Within: On what must
China do to rebalance its in-
vestment-led economic
growth of the last few dec-
ades).

In tunewith his abiding in-
terest inmatters of taxation,
three sections have been de-
voted to aspects of tax policy,
specific issues in direct and
indirect taxes.

Expectedly, the subject of
demonetisation (Demonet-
isation: An (un) Necessary
Evil) and the challengeof eas-
ing conditions for setting
new businesses in India
(Ease of Doing Business
Cross-Country Indicators)
have also been included.

Altogether an extensive
compilation on economic is-
sues affecting India with just
the right flavour of things
international.

An economic appraisal
A compilation of essays on socio-economic issues,
from infrastructure to demonetisation

D. Sampath Kumar

§ Development and
Taxation: 60 Critical
Commentaries
Parthasarathi Shome
Academic Foundation
₹1,095

S
ome weeks ago, the India
Space Research Organisa-

tion (ISRO) launched a re-
cord 104 satellites; a feat so
amazing that a top defence
official in the Donald Trump
administration was re-
portedly “shocked” on hear-
ing of it. In the last few dec-
ades, ISRO has been able to
launch hundreds of satellites
and assorted payloads for
government and interna-
tional customers. This is due
to the unswerving depend-
ability of its Polar Satellite
Launch Vehicle (PSLV) that
has traversed as far as the
moon andMars.

Remembering Sarabhai
There is now a generation of
adults who haven’t seen a
plummeting PSLV, and Ram-
abhadran Aravamudan, who
was among ISRO’s first re-
cruits in 1962, takes the
reader on an idyllic flash-
back into the space agency’s
childhood and adolescence.
ISRO: A Personal History,
jointly authored by Ara-
vamudan and his wife Gita —
a journalist — begins with the
suave, workaholic Vikram
Sarabhai, convincing a 20-

something Aravamudan to
give up a safe job at the De-
partment of Atomic Energy,
to be among pioneers who
would take India into space.

For Aravamudan, it was a
career that involved conceiv-
ing rocket design in church
parsonages with pigeons on
the rafters for company; go-
ing around the world and fig-
uring out how NASA and
Arianespace (The French
space company) put to-
gether rockets and looking
out for global auctions
where international, out-
dated space equipment
could be bought cheap and
re-used to make India’s first
home-grown rockets.

That was a time, he remin-
isces, when noted photo-
grapher Henri Cartier-
Bresson would be ambling
along the beach in Thumba,
Kerala that was also the
cradle of ISRO’s early rocket
facilities. Bresson clicked
Aravumudan, in a vest, and
future Indian-president,
A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, cobbling
a payload for a sounding
rocket and that became one
of the iconic photographs of
Indian space history.

For the most part, the au-
thors adroitly fuse nostalgia,
engineering technical-ese
and loads of anecdotes (es-
pecially about Aravamudan’s
close friend Dr. Abdul
Kalam) that make the book
an extremely enjoyable read.
For instance, who, other
than a confidant would
know that the president of
predominantly-socialist In-
dia was a fan of John Galt,
the protagonist of Ayn
Rand’s Atlas Shrugged and
literary hero of first-year en-
gineering students world-
over.

Given the length of Ara-
vamudan’s tenure, ISRO, as a
source of study, remains
only superficially tapped.

Front seat on a nostalgia trip
An old ISRO hand takes readers on an idyllic lashback into
the space agency’s childhood and adolescent years

Jacob Koshy

§ ISRO: A Personal History
R. Aravamudan, Gita
Aravamudan
HarperCollins
₹399

Scholars and academics from
China and India give a
perspective on various
important cross-country
issues and their implications.
The book explores
diferences in the functioning
of Indian and Chinese
economies and identiies
factors responsible for this.
The role of political and
strategic relationships are
also examined.

BOOKSHELF

§ China and India: History,
Culture, Cooperation and
Competition
P. Mukherjee, Arnab Deb,
Miao Pang
Sage
₹945

Illuminating the economic
ideas and forces that shape
our world, Niall Kishtainy
answers economic questions
like what causes poverty, is
government intervention in
an economy helpful or
disastrous, are economic
crises inevitable under
capitalism? In chronological
chapters, he recounts
contributions of key thinkers
from Adam Smith to John
Maynard Keynes and
discusses ideas and events
like invention of money and
rise of agrarianism.

§ The Little History of
Economics
Niall Kishtainy
Yale University Press
₹1,212

Prior to the 19th century,
South Asian dictionaries
relected a hierarchical
vision. By 20th century, the
modern dictionary
democratised and politicised
language. This book casts
lexicographers as key igures
in the political realignment of
South Asia under British rule
and in the years after
independence.

§ Negotiating Languages:
Urdu, Hindi, and the
Deinition of Modern
South Asia
Walter N. Hakala
Columbia University Press
₹ 1,250

How does themind work?
How did it come about?
Building on ideas from
computer science and
biology, philosopher Daniel
Dennett argues how a
comprehendingmind could,
in fact, have arisen from a
mindless process of natural
selection. Pushing
provocative ideas, he shows
how culture enables
relection and how language
spurs on this process.

§ From Bacteria to Bach
and back: The Evolution
of Minds
Daniel C. Dennett
Allen Lane
₹1,064

A former CIA oicer claims
that Ernest Hemingway, the
Nobel Prize-winning author,
led a secret life as a spy for
both the Americans and the
Russians duringWorldWar II.
Nicholas Reynolds unveils
that the Russians valued him
for his journalistic skills. The
writer later had doubts about
Communist ideology, says
Reynolds, and did undercover
work in Cuba.

§ Writer, Sailor, Soldier,
Spy: Ernest Hemingway’s
Secret Adventures
Nicholas Reynolds
HarperCollins
₹799
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SPORT

Australian opener David
Warner on Saturday said he
will not back down from
playing his shots against In-
dian off-spinner R. Ashwin
despite the many risks in-
volved in such an approach.

Ashwin has already got
the better of Warner three
out of four times in the ongo-
ing Test series, which is
locked 1-1 right now.

“He has got me now on
nine occasions so credit to
him for that,” Warner told
the Australian media.

Ashwin bowled Warner in
the first innings of the
second Test with a sharp
away turner from over the
wicket before trapping him
in front of the stumps in the
second innings.

“The last Test I was con-
templating that (switch-hits),
I tried to play a reverse
sweep. The only concern for
me is the variable bounce,
that’s always the challenging
thing,” he said.

Dangerous ploy
Getting the switch-hit into
play is one way of disturbing
Ashwin’s rhythm but on In-
dian wickets, that ploy is
fraught with danger, feels
Warner.

“If you switch-hit and
miss, you can still be given
out lbw, but if you reverse
you can’t. You have to be
careful.”

“I know in my mind if I
play a shot (against Ashwin),
he will change something. I
know if he tries something
I’m thinking in the back of
my mind, how am I going to
score?

“He’s a fantastic bowler,
he’s got a lot of wickets in his
backyard and I have to re-
spond to that,” said the dan-
gerous opener.

Not giving it back
The star spinner has put the
opposition batsmen, includ-
ing Warner, under severe
pressure and the constant
chatter from close-in fielders
has only added fuel to the

fire. Warner claimed that he
has stopped responding to
sledging.

“I don’t need to respond,
not anymore (to sledging),”
said Warner, who was once
fined by the ICC for accusing
South Africa of ball
tampering.

“I can only speak on be-
half of our Australian cricket
team and the way we ap-
proach the game and ap-

proach the off-fields. I’d be
pretty upset if one of our
players or staff did that.

“But at the end of the day,
there’s going to be a lot of
niggles here and there
around certain things and I
think just a few people got
out of hand.”

Warner was also asked to
respond to Pujara’s post-
match comments in a video
posted by the BCCI. Pujara,

alongside skipper Virat
Kohli, was not shy of having
a word or two with the in-
coming batsman.

“It’s just a rule of the
cricketing world you keep
everything on the field but
that’s up to them. From our
point of view, we’ll never do
that,” said Warner.

Nomajor impact

Talking about the latest bat-
size restrictions imposed by
the Marylebone Cricket
Club, Warner said that
changes will not have a ma-
jor impact.

“We’re just going to have
to adapt to the changes. The
ball will still go the same dis-
tance, still go to the fence,
we’ll still get our ones and
twos. The odd nick might
not carry this time,” said
Warner.

The MCC recently an-
nounced that from October
onwards, bat size will be re-
stricted to a maximum of
108mm in width, 67mm in
depth and 40mm edges. The
current bat that Warner uses
has a depth of 85mm, 18mm
more than what will be al-
lowed from October.

Warner is confident that
Pat Cummins will do the job
for the team in the absence
of injured pacer Mitchell
Starc.

“We know he’s got a lot of
pace which he will definitely
bring and that’s one thing we
always talk about. You al-
ways have to have someone
who is a spearhead quick
and that’s always been the
Australian approach and we
know he’s got that fire-
power,” he said.

‘Wary of Ashwin but not backing down’
He has got me now on nine occasions, so credit to him for that: Warner

Press Trust of India

Bengaluru

Upper hand: The Ashwin-Warner showdown has developed into an engrossing battle. The oie
has nailed the southpaw three out of four times in the series. G.P. SAMPATH KUMAR

Paceman Patrick Cummins
has replaced the injured
Mitchell Starc in the Aus-
tralia squad for the re-
mainder of the Test series
against India, Cricket Aus-
tralia announced on
Saturday.

Cummins, who has
played only one Test,
against South Africa in 2011,
has taken seven wickets, in-
cluding six for 79 in the
second innings, in Aus-
tralia’s two-wicket win.

“It’s unfortunate to lose
Mitch. In selecting Pat, we
were looking for a strike
bowling replacement op-
tion,” National selector Tre-
vor Hohns said in a
statement.

Impressive return
“Pat has impressed in his re-
turn to cricket this summer
with consistent perform-
ances in his ODI, Twenty20

International and Big Bash
matches.

“He has also had a very
good Sheffield Shield return
for New South Wales, after
six years off, where he re-
turned a notable Shield best
four for 57 in the first in-
nings, before bettering
those figures in the second
innings with four for 47 in
his Man-of-the-Match per-
formance,” Hohns
concluded.

The third Test of the
series, which is tied 1-1, be-
gins on Thursday.

Quick capable of hitting 150 kmph

Pat Cummins
replaces Starc

Press Trust of India

Ranchi

Pat Cummins. AFP

PSG boss Emery
gets full support
PARIS

Paris Saint-Germain coach
Unai Emery received the “full
and entire support” of the
club’s demanding Qatari
owners on Friday despite
presiding over its 6-1
Champions League
humiliation at Barcelona.
“Unai has the qualities in
which we believe. He has my
full and entire support,” PSG
president Nasser Al-Khelaťfi
told Le Parisien newspaper.
“With him, we will discuss
the changes that are needed
in the close season.” AFP

Conte won’t change
his style
LONDON

Antonio Conte said on Friday
he would have no qualms in
celebrating another Chelsea
win over Manchester United
in the FA Cup quarterfinals
on Monday despite riling
United boss Jose Mourinho
the last time the Red Devils
were at Stamford Bridge. The
former Juventus and Italy
manager said he saw no
reason to talk to Mourinho
pre-match or tone down his
approach. AFP

If Virat Kohli was asked to
give his opinion on what he
dislikes most about the on-
going series against Aus-
tralia, the chances are the
India captain would be-
moan the introduction of
three new Test venues
across the four matches.

In the opening Test in
Pune, Steve O’Keefe and
Nathan Lyon combined to
punch holes in the popular
perception that Indian bats-
men were the masters of
spin as Australia won by a
whopping 333 runs.

Back in the friendlier and
familiar confines of the M.
Chinnaswamy Stadium in
Bengaluru, Kohli’s men pre-
vailed in a four-day slugfest
marked by verbal volleys
and animated send-offs to
level the series with a 75-run
victory.

Can’t do much

“We can’t do much about
the Ranchi pitch, you know
how it’s always been,” the
28-year-old said after the
victory in Bengaluru, effect-
ively conceding any
thoughts of a ‘home advant-
age’ when the rivalry
resumes.

“It’s always been slow
and low, they know exactly
what to expect there and we
know what to expect as
well. It’s how you mentally

prepare, mentally what kind
of zone you are in as a
team.”

Kohli, however, expects
his spearhead slow bowlers
R. Ashwin and Ravindra
Jadeja to continue what they
have been doing over a suc-
cessful home season. “The
spinners have been out-
standing and they will defin-
itely look to back their
strengths and dominate the
home season as they’ve
done so far,” the India cap-
tain added of the top-ranked
bowlers in Test cricket.

As for more tips on the
vagaries of the new pitch,
Kohli would do well to con-
tact India’s last captain Ma-
hendra Singh Dhoni, who
inspected the ground on
Thursday.

The fourth and final
match will also be played at
a new venue when the
teams line-up at Dharam-
shala on March 25.

Kohli sees little
home-advantage
in Ranchi
Still hopes Ashwin and Jadeja will
continue what they have been doing
Reuters

NEW DELHI

Virat Kohli. K. BHAGYA PRAKASH

After a long spell of league
matches involving 28 teams
divided into four groups, and
a week-long break for recu-
peration, the knockout stage
of the Vijay Hazare Trophy
tournament gets underway
on Sunday. Tamil Nadu takes
on Gujarat at the Palam
ground here and the un-
defeated Karnataka meets
Baroda at the Ferozeshah
Kotla.

It has been an excellent
platform for the players, al-
lowing them to stay in the
reckoning for national selec-
tion, particularly for the
eight-nation Champions
Trophy to be played from
June 1 to 18.

Sparkling performances
There have already been
many sparkling perform-
ances. Ruturaj Gaikwad of
Maharashtra and Dinesh
Karthik of Tamil Nadu top
the batting chart with 401
and 397 runs respectively.

Gujarat captain Parthiv
Patel has not been far be-

hind, with 324 runs from six
innings. He has also effected
nine dismissals, including
two stumpings, with the big
gloves.

Karthik, of course, has
been staking his claim as a
specialist batsman, although
he has done well as a wicket-
keeper too, with seven dis-
missals. Tamil Nadu skipper
Vijay Shankar will also be

keen to prove himself along
with a bunch of quality bats-
men.

Despite the absence of top
players like R. Ashwin, Abh-
inav Mukund and M. Vijay,
away on India duty, and
missing some quality young
bowlers, Tamil Nadu was
quite competitive in the
league stage.

Among the top wicket-

takers, Aswin Crist (16) has
been able to propel Tamil
Nadu forward and so have
Akshay Karnewar (Vid-
arbha), Shahbaz Nadeem
( Jharkhand), Jagdish Zope
and Shrikant Mundhe for
Maharashtra, Jasprit Bumrah
and Rujul Bhatt for Gujarat
and Prasidh Krishna for
Karnataka, with more than a
dozen wickets each.

Former India captain M.S.
Dhoni has been in the thick
of action, mentoring the
Jharkhand team, and scoring
242 runs in five innings at a
strike rate of nearly 100.

It has been raining here
for the last three days, but
the forecast is for bright sun-
shine over the next two days.

The next set of quarterfi-
nals will feature group A top-
per Vidarbha playing
Jharkhand and Bengal lock-
ing horns with Maharashtra
on March 15.

The semifinals and final
will be played over the fol-
lowing three days.

Finally, the business end is here
TN-Gujarat and Karnataka-Baroda kick of last-eight action

Kamesh Srinivasan

NEW DELHI

Seasoned campaigner: Former India skipper M.S. Dhoni has not
only beenmentoring the Jharkhand team, but has alsomade
runs at a strike rate of nearly 100. PTI

VIJAY HAZARE Ratchanok Intanon, the
former World champion
from Thailand, made a
startling recovery to defeat
Olympic champion Caro-
lina Marin in the All-Eng-
land badminton champion-
ships quarterfinals on
Friday.

Marin slid from within
sight of victory to a 22-20,
13-21, 21-18 defeat.

Earlier, Tai Tzu Ying
reached the semifinals
with a 21-14, 21-10 win over
P.V. Sindhu. Saina Nehwal
was also beaten 22-20, 22-
20 by Sung Ji-hyun of
Korea.

The results:

Men: Semifinal: Lee Chong
Wei bt Chou Tien Chen 10-21,
21-14, 21-9. Quarterfinals: Lin
Dan bt Viktor Axelsen 8-21,
21-14, 21-15; Shi Yuqi bt Kazu-
masa Sakai 21-13, 21-4; Lee bt
Tian Houwei 21-12, 21-15; Tien
Chen bt Tanongsak Saensom-
boonsuk 21-19, 16-21, 21-8.

Women: Semifinals:
Ratchanok Intanon bt Akane
Yamaguchi 22-20, 21-16; Tai
Tsu Ying bt Sung Ji-Hyun 11-
21, 21-14, 21-14.

Marin
crashes out
Agence France-Press

Birmingham

Manchester City cruised
into the FA Cup semifinals
with a 2-0 victory at
Middlesbrough on Saturday
as Pep Guardiola showed he
is taking the competition
seriously.

Goals from David Silva
and Sergio Aguero helped
Man City defeat
Middlesbrough.

“We’re so happy to be
through because to reach
the semifinals of this com-
petition is so complicated,”
Guardiola said.

“Now we recover good to
play another big game on
Wednesday.”
The results:

FA Cup: Quarterfinal:Middles-
brough 0 lost to Man City 2
(Silva 3, Aguero 67).

Premier League: Bournemouth
3 (King 31, 48, 90) bt West
Ham 2 (Antonio 10, Ayew 83);
Everton 3 (Mirallas 39,
Schneiderlin 45, Lukaku 82) bt
West Brom 0; Hull 2 (Niasse
69, 78) bt Swansea 1 (Mawson
90+1).

Bundesliga: Bayern Munich 3
(Lewandowski 38, 55, Douglas
Costa 41) bt Eintracht Frank-
furt 0; Hertha Berlin 2 (Kalou
11, Plattenhardt 71) bt Borussia
Dortmund 1 (Aubameyang 55);

Darmstadt 2 (Sulu 5, Sam 12-
pen) bt Mainz 1 (Quaison
45+3); Freiburg 1 (Philipp 56-
pen) drew with Hoffenheim 1
(Kramaric 60); Leipzig 0 lost to
Wolfsburg 1 (Gomez 9); Bayer
Leverkusen 1 (Volland 6) drew
with Werder Bremen 1 (Pizarro
78).

La Liga: Valencia 1 (El Haddadi
84) drew with Sporting Gijon 1
(Cop 60); Espanyol 4 (David
Lopez 1, Moreno 45+1, Piatti
53-pen, Jurado 74) bt Las Pal-
mas 3 (Lemos 31, 49, Garcia
84).

Serie A: Juventus 2 (Benatia
30, Dybala 90+7-pen) bt AC
Milan 1 (Bacca 43).

Man City cruises
Middlesbrough succumbs to pressure

Agence France-Presse

London

Sergio Aguero.
MICHAEL REGAN/GETTY IMAGES

I-League: TEN 2, 4.30 p.m. &
7 p.m.
Badminton: All-England
championships, STAR Sports
2 & HD 2, 5.30 p.m.

TV PICKS

The Tripura Cricket Associ-
ation (TCA) has somehow
got it all quixotic, increasing
the size of its managing
committee to a humongous
45 members, comprising
five elected office-bearers —
a president, vice-president,
secretary, jt. secretary and
treasurer — a member each
from its 14 affiliated clubs, 18
sub-divisional cricket associ-
ations and five elected from
its 237 life members, a male
and female player repres-
entative and a nominee of
the State Accountant Gen-
eral Office.

The TCA has also
amended its ‘term of office’
rules to three years for its of-
fice-bearers and executive
committee members.

“So the Executive Com-
mittee is virtually the An-
nual General Meeting or
Special General Body meet-
ing and after every three
years, there will be a new
45-member executive com-
mittee,” quipped a Mumbai
Cricket Association official.

Last year, the TCA an-
nounced that it had adopted
the Justice Lodha panel re-

commendations in full, but
the association has alto-
gether misinterpreted the
Supreme Court-validated
directive that has impressed
upon the full-members of
the BCCI to have a uniform
MoA and Rules and Regula-
tion with an ‘apex council’
of five office-bearers, one
representative elected from
its ordinary members’ list, a
male and female cricketer
each nominated by the
Cricket Players Association
(CPA) and a representative
of the Accountant General
of the State.

Seeking clarity
While the full-members of
the BCCI have asked for clar-
ity about the “cooling-off
period for executive com-
mittee members (not
defined as office-bearers by
their association’s bylaws)”
with the Committee of Ad-
ministrators (CoA), the TCA
has applied the same to the
elected managing/executive
committee members” also.

Affected by the amended
rule, former TCA managing
committee member
Subhash Ghosh has taken
up the issue with the CoA.

Tripura CA forms
45-member panel!
G. Viswanath

Mumbai

CoA minutes on
BCCI website
MUMBAI

The Supreme Court-
appointed Committee of
Administrators (CoA) has
posted the minutes of its first
three meetings (Feb. 1, 17 and
25) on www.bcci.tv.
The CoA, which met in
Bengaluru on March 8, is now
scheduled to meet in New
Delhi on March 17 and on
March 22 and 23 in Mumbai.
With the ICC Board meeting
to be held in Dubai on April
26 and 27, a decision will
have to be taken as to who
will represent the BCCI.

IN BRIEF

Battling depression the
hardest fight: Fury
LONDON

Troubled former World
heavyweight champion Tyson
Fury took to Twitter on Friday
to declare his battle with
depression was the toughest
of his life but he was ready to
make a fresh start. “I’ve
moved on from the dark
&scary place I’ve been living
& if I can beat depression
then I can beat anything! The
hardest fight of my life!”
tweeted Fury, who had his
licence taken away last
October after he surrendered
his world titles so he could
concentrate on medical
treatment. AFP

Defending champion
Bengaluru FC was left to en-
dure yet another frustrating
night as it was held to a goal-
less draw by 10-man Mohun
Bagan in its I-League encou-
ner at the Sree Kanteerava
Stadium on Saturday.

After having played catch-
up for much of the first half,
BFC was handed a lifeline in
the 70th minute when left-
back Subhasish Bose was
sent off for a second yellow.

Yet, the Bagan defence,
led by the impressive duo of
Eduardo Soares and Anas
Edathodika, thwarted every
attack the home team could
muster.

Bagan even had a headed
goal by Katsumi Yusa disal-
lowed five minutes from
time, when the linesman
deemed that goalie Arindam
Bhattacharya was fouled.

The result left the two
clubs’ position unchanged in
the table with Bagan third
(23 points) and BFC fifth (18).

From the outset, Bagan
played to a set plan. It was
happy to sit back and hit on
the counter. It helped that its
frontline comprising Darryl

Duffy, Yusa and Sony Norde
was full of pace, for they
seemed just one long ball
away from a charge at the
goal.

Yusa, in particular, was
splendid on the right flank,
troubling Nishu Kumar
throughout. One such occa-
sion when Nishu couldn’t
keep up with Yusa, resulted
in the best chance of the
match.

In the 28th minute, after
Nishu fouled the Japanese,
the latter delivered a first-
rate ball from the set-piece

only for Balwant Singh’s
header to be saved by Arin-
dam from point-blank range.

After the half-hour mark,
Bagan by-passed the BFC
midfield with alarming regu-
larity. Pritam Kotal’s drive
from the edge of the area
went just wide while Duffy
had a shot saved.

BFC tried, but the lack of
creativity through the
middle — despite the return
of Eugeneson Lyndoh — hurt
the side. Skipper Sunil Ch-
hetri seemed to wage a lone
battle, but often cut a frus-

trating figure. Twice he tried
a one-two with forward
Daniel Lalhlimpuia but the
return ball was off.

Albert Roca’s outfit turned
in a vastly improved per-
formance in the second half.
On 49 minutes Chhetri, after
a fine chest down, seemed to
have been fouled from be-
hind when through on goal,
but the referee waved on.

There was some better
combination play too, like
when Chhetri hit the side-
netting after a neat interplay
with Daniel. Ultimately it
was all to no avail.

“For a 10-man team, it’s a
good result,” said Bagan
manager Sanjoy Sen. “But if
you analyse the whole
match, may be not.”

“There is always some-
thing [missing],” said Roca.
“Some luck, some quality. In
the end, it was a fair result.”
The results: Bengaluru FC 0
drew with Mohun Bagan 0.

At Pune: DSK Shivajians 5 (Nar-
zary 18, 30, Pradhan 48, Lalli-
anzuala Chhangte 67, Mawih-
mingthanga 83) bt Mumbai FC
0.

At Ludhiana: Minerva Punjab 2
(Loveday 61, Nurain 81) drew
with Aizawl 2 (Mahmoud Al-
Amna 43, Lalthakima 56).

Bengaluru FC held by 10-man Bagan
Goalless draw keeps defending champion in ifth place in the table
N. Sudarshan

Bengaluru

Move over: BFC’s KumamUdanta Singh, left, andMohun
Bagan’s Anas Edathodika ight for possession. K. MURALI KUMAR
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Nadal’s take on
three-set matches
INDIAN WELLS

The introduction of best-of-
three set matches in the
Davis Cup won’t be enough
to halt the drain of top talent
from the tournament, Rafael
Nadal said on Friday. The
International Tennis
Federation’s plans announced
this week to reduce rubbers
from best-of-five to best-of-
three and possibly shorten
ties from three to two days
don’t go far enough. “In my
opinion it is not about best-
of-three or best-of-five,” he
said. “In my opinion, it’s
about we cannot have a Davis
Cup champion every year,”
Nadal said. “That devalues
the competition. If the top
players are not playing very,
very often, then you are
making something not good.”
AFP

IN BRIEF

Fernando Alonso
rules out retiring
BARCELONA

Two-time Formula One World
champion Fernando Alonso
ruled out retiring until he is
handed a competitive car as
his beleaguered McLaren-
Honda suffered more
reliability problems to end
pre-season testing on Friday.
“I want victories and podiums
and if it all goes wrong, I will
attack next year,” Alonso told
reporters. AFP

Houston Rockets tames
Chicago Bulls
LOS ANGELES

Head coach Mike D’Antoni
recorded his 500th career
win on Friday as Houston
Rockets defeated Chicago
Bulls 115-94 in the NBA on
Friday.
Other results:Washington
130 bt Sacramento 122;
Denver 119 bt Boston 99;
Dallas 105 bt Brooklyn 96;
Milwaukee 99 bt Indiana 85;
Minnesota 103 bt Golden
State 102; Atlanta 105 bt
Toronto 99; Charlotte 121 bt
Orlando 81. AGENCIES

MUMBAI: The 5-year-old mare
Cameron, who ran second in her
last outing at Bengaluru, may make
amends in the C.N. Wadia Gold
Cup (Gr.2), the main attraction of
Sunday’s (March 12) afternoon
races.
Rails will be placed 7 metres wide
from 1400m to 1200m and there-
after 13 metres wide from 800m
upto the winning post.

1 W BUCKLEY PLATE (2,400m),
Cl.V, rated 1 to 26, 2.00 p.m.: 1.

Red Fort (2) Nirmal Jodha 59, 2.
Ritz (3) C.S. Jodha 58.5, 3. Roman
Gold (5) Bhawani 56.5, 4. Black Jag-
uar (1) Kuldeep 55 and 5. Star
Scholar (4) Sandesh 55.
1. RITZ,

2. STAR SCHOLAR

2 MULRAJ GOCULDAS TROPHY

(1,200m), Cl. I, rated 80 and up-
ward, 2.30: 1. Brynhill (2) Santosh
62.5, 2. Brahmachari (1) Sandesh
58, 3. Supreme Regime (5)
P.S.Chouhan 56.5, 4. Deep Diver
(6) Nirmal Jodha 53.5, 5. Paramour
(4) Trevor 51.5 and 6. Valentino (3)
Parmar 50.
1. BRYNHILL,

2. PARAMOUR

3 BEHRAM A ENGINEER TROPHY

(1,600m), Cl. III, rated 40 to 66,
3.00: 1. Pugnacious (4) A. Gaikwad
60, 2. Vision Of Romance (1) S.
Sunil 59.5, 3. Daishonin (9) K.
Kadam 56.5, 4. Flying Dragon (3)
P.S. Chouhan 54.5, 5. Makino (6)
Neeraj 54, 6. Volantis (8) Trevor 54,
7. Vice Admiral (2) Sandesh 52, 8.
Glorious Eyes (5) C.S. Jodha 51.5
and 9. Pierce Arrow (7) Shubham

50.
1. PUGNACIOUS,

2. VICE ADMIRAL,

3. VOLANTIS

4 INDIAN NAVY TROPHY, Div.II
(1,000m), Cl. IV, rated 20 to 46,

3.30: 1. Sporto (7) S.Amit 59, 2.
Foundation (withdrawn), 3. Phil-
adelphia (2) Sandesh 54, 4. Toma-
hawk (9) A.K.Pawar 53.5, 5. War-
lock (6) G.Amit 53.5, 6. Golden
Horde (4) Shelar 53, 7. Petronius (3)
Neeraj 53, 8. Abu Al Bukhoosh (8)
Roushan 52.5, 9. Democrat (5) Par-
mar 52 and 10. Lilac Time (1)
Kuldeep 52.
1. PHILADELPHIA,

2. SPORTO,

3. PETRONIUS

5 DESIGN ONE STAKES (1,400m),
Maiden, 3-y-o only, 4.00: 1.

Brooklyn Bridge (8) Bhawani 55, 2.
Solo Mission (6) P.S.Chouhan 55, 3.
Xoxo (5) Trevor 55, 4. Aloha (7)
C.S.Jodha 53.5, 5. Anniversary Girl
(2) Agarwal 53.5, 6. Cerrado (1)
Neeraj 53.5, 7. Emotionless (4)
Prasad 53.5 and 8. Magical Script
(3) K.Kadam 53.5.
1. CERRADO,

2. XOXO,

3. SOLO MISSION

6 JAYARAMDAS PATEL GOLD

TROPHY (2,000m), Cl. IV, rated
20 to 46, 4.30: 1. Eiger’s Tiger (2)
Sandesh 60.5, 2. Flashing Honour
(3) Srinath 59.5, 3. Daydreamer (6)
Suraj Narredu 56.5, 4. Brazos (9)
J.Chinoy 55.5, 5. Danse Debonaire
(7) Bhawani 55.5, 6. Sussex Pride
(8) Trevor 54, 7. Thor Of Asgard (4)
Neeraj 53, 8. Koal (1) S.Amit 52.5

and 9. Windhoek (5) C.S.Jodha
49.

1. EIGER’S TIGER,

2. THOR OF ASGARD,

3. FLASHING HONOUR

7 C.N. WADIA GOLD CUP (Gr.2)
(2,400m), 4-y-o & over, 5.15:

1. Alaindair (5) Srinath 59, 2. B
Fifty Two (1) Suraj Narredu 56, 3.
Cameron (3) Trevor 54.5, 4. Ver-
onese (6) J.Chinoy 53, 5. Jack
Frost (2) Sandesh 52.5 and 6.
Commodore (4) Neeraj 51.

1. CAMERON,

2. COMMODORE

8 INDIAN NAVY TROPHY, Div.I
(1,000m), Cl. IV, rated 20 to

46, 6.00: 1. Motherland (9)
Sandesh 60.5, 2. Good Thing (11)
Parbat 58, 3. Snow Crystal (1)
Vishal 57.5, 4. Gran Paradiso (6)
Nazil 57, 5. El Tycoon (4) Agar-
wal 56.5, 6. Fabio (7) S.J. Sunil
56.5, 7. Riot Of Colours (5)
Kuldeep 54.5, 8. Divine Magic (2)
Pereira 53.5, 9. Royal Ace (3)
Roushan 52.5, 10. Royal Blood
(10) Nirmal Jodha 52.5 and 11.
Dubrovnik (8) Parmar 51.

1. MOTHERLAND,

2. EL TYCOON,

3. GRAN PARADISO

Day’s best: CERRADO

Double:
PHILADELPHIA-MOTHERLAND

Jackpot: 4, 5, 6, 7 & 8.

Treble (i): 5, 6 & 7; (ii): 6, 7 & 8.

Tanala: All races.

Super Jackpot: 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 & 8.

Cameronmaymake amends
in C.N. Wadia Gold Cup

BENGALURU: Rafa (P. S. Chouhan
up) won the F.K. Irani Memorial
Trophy, the main event here on
Saturday (March 11). Thewinner is
owned by Aditya P. Thackersey
and trainedby S.Dominic.
THERESULTS:

1 ARDENT KNIGHT TROPHY (Div.
II), (1,200m),maiden 3-y-o only

(Terms): KVASIR (Srinath) 1, Rum
Runner (I. Chisty) 2, Apalachee (P.
Trevor) 3 and Master Of War (P. S.
Chouhan) 4. 3-1/2, 1/2 and 4-1/2. 1m
13.80s. ₹27 (w), 13, 13 and 14 (p),
SHP: ₹35, FP: ₹73, Q: ₹49, Trinella:
₹121 and ₹47, Exacta: ₹1,168 and
₹986. Favourite: Kvasir. Owners:
Mr. Rajan Aggarwal & M₹ Gautam
Aggarwal Trainer: G. Sandhu.

2 MEKEDATU PLATE (1,400m),
rated 00 to 20: FIOROLOCO (Ir-

van Singh) 1, Skybound (A. Imran
Khan) 2, Slightly Blonde (Darshan)
3 and Captain Calm (A. Ramu) 4. 2-
1/4, 2 and 2-1/4. 1m 28.39s. ₹101 (w),
27, 21 and 16 (p), SHP: ₹59, FP: ₹572,
Q: ₹192, Trinella: ₹1,213 and ₹393,
Exacta: ₹1,756 and ₹823. Favourite:
Air Dancer. Owners: Mr. Samar
Singh, Mr. Gautam Surender &M₹

Smitha Gautam. Trainer: Samar
Singh.

3 ARDEN KNIGHT TROPHY (Div.
I), (1,200m),maiden 3-y-o only

(Terms): GLITTERING GOLD (K.
Mukesh) 1, Afrikaner (P. Trevor) 2,
Automatic (Suraj Narredu) 3 and
Dont Dilly Dally ( Jagadeesh) 4. 1-
3/4, 2-1/2 and 3-3/4. 1m 13.23s. ₹860
(w), 101, 18 and 12 (p), SHP: ₹42, FP:
₹6,665, Q: ₹1,702, Trinella: ₹9,047
and ₹4,653, Exacta: ₹56,535 and

₹24,229. Favourite: Automatic.
Owner and trainer: Mr. Warren
Singh.

4 ICE BREAKER PLATE (Div. II),
(1,400m), rated 15 to 35, 5-y-o &

over: SUDHA (Adrash) 1, Romantic
Haven (S. John) 2,DancingPrincess
(P. S. Chouhan) 3 and Emancipa-
tion (I. Chisty) 4. Lnk, lnk and 1-1/4.
1m 27.73s. ₹188 (w), 47, 23 and 22
(p), SHP: ₹75, FP: ₹4,489, Q: ₹887,
Trinella: ₹18,357 and ₹5,245, Ex-
acta: ₹23,094 and ₹29,692. Favour-
ite: Blazing Faith. Owner:M₹N. Ra-
jamma.Trainer: Lokanath.

5 KARWAR PLATE (1,200m),
rated 15 to 35: KASAULI (P.P.

Dhebe) 1, Country’s Bloom (A. Im-
ran Khan) 2, Nijlon (Nazerul Alam)
3 andHiddenDeal (Irvan Singh) 4.
2, 1-1/4 and shd. 1m 13.94s.Not run:
Brunesco. ₹19 (w), 13, 15 and 67 (p),
SHP: ₹34, FP: ₹38, Q: ₹26, Trinella:
₹621 and 421. Exacta: ₹3,659 and
₹802. Favourite: Kasauli. Owner:
Mr. R. Shiva Shanker. Trainer:
KishanThomas.

6 F.K. IRANI MEMORIAL CUP

(1,400m), rated 60 & above:
RAFA (P.S. Chouhan) 1, Baracchus
(A. Sandesh) 2, Bonfire (K.Mukesh)
3 and Emperador (P. Trevor) 4. 4-
3/4, 1/2 and nk. 1m 24.73s. ₹42 (w),
17, 49 and 58 (p), SHP: ₹149, FP:
₹529, Q: ₹311, Trinella: ₹7,199 and
₹1,949, Exacta: ₹15,039 and ₹6,445.
Owner: Mr. Aditya Thackersey.
Trainer: S. Dominic.

7 BHAGAMANDALA PLATE

(1,800m), rated 45 to 65: ES-
CALA (Suraj Narredu) 1, Balian (A.
Sandesh) 2, Legacy Dream

(Srinath) 3 and Fresh Start (A.
Imran Khan) 4. Shd, 3 and 1-1/4.
1m 50.38s. ₹42 (w), 17, 18 and 14
(p), SHP: ₹58, FP: ₹352, Q: ₹153,
Trinella: ₹492 and ₹142, Exacta:
₹2,153 and ₹1,351. Favourite: Leg-
acy Dream. Owner:Mr. S. Pathy.
Trainer: Neil Darashah.

8 ICE BREAKER PLATE (Div. I),
(1,400m), 15 to 35, 5-y-o &

over: JUST FABULOUS (S. John) 1,
Amazing Desire (Suraj Narredu)
2, Perfect Queen (M. Kumar) 3
and Princeazeem (P. Trevor) 4.
Not run: Karod Pati. Snk, 3-3/4
and 2-3/4. 1m 27.55. ₹66 (w), 21,
22 and 51 (p), SHP: ₹62, FP: ₹336,
Q: ₹161, Trinella: ₹2,470 and
₹2,055, Exacta: ₹5,037 and
₹2,823. Favourite: Princeazeem.
Owners: Mr. N. Manjunatha &
Mr. S. Athresh. Trainer:
PrasannaKumar.

9 TUNGABHADRA PLATE

(1,600m), rated 30 to 50, 5-
y-o & over: FRENEMEE (Rayan
Ahmed) 1, Tuscano (A. Imran
Khan) 2, Only Prince (Suraj
Narredu) 3 and Turf Tactics (Ir-
van Singh) 4. 4-3/4, 1/2 and lnk.
1m 39.79s. ₹43 (w), 17, 20 and 14
(p), SHP: ₹48, FP: ₹286, Q: ₹173,
Trinella: ₹406 and ₹136, Exacta:
₹1,436 and ₹817. Favourite: Only
Prince. Owner: Mr. B. Sunil Ku-
mar Sharma. Trainer:Mahmood
Khan.

Jackpot ₹9,870 (67 tkts.); Runner
Up. ₹542 (523 tkts.); Treble (i):
₹13,867 (carriedover); (ii): ₹1,584
(10 tkts.); (iii): ₹1,429 (20 tkts.).

Rafa clinches F.K. Irani
Memorial Trophy

Sri Lanka — 1st innings: 494.
Bangladesh — 1st innings: 312.
Sri Lanka—2nd innings:274 for
six decl.
Bangladesh — 2nd innings:
Tamim Iqbal c Gunaratne b Per-
era 19, Soumya Sarkar b Gunar-
atne 53, Mominul Haque lbw b
Perera 5, Mushfiqur Rahim c
Dickewella b Sandakan 34,
Shakib Al Hasan c Karunaratne
bHerath 8,Mahmudullah lbwb
Herath 0, Liton Das c Tharanga
b Herath 35, Mehedi Hasan c
Kumara b Herath 28, Taskin
Ahmed c Mendis b Herath 5,

Mustafizur Rahman b Herath 0,
SubashisRoy (notout)0;Extras
(b-1, lb-4, w-1, nb-4): 10; Total
(in 60.2 overs): 197.

Fall of wickets: 1-67, 2-80, 3-
83, 4-104, 5-104, 6-158, 7-166,
8-180, 9-194.

Sri Lanka bowling: Lakmal 7-3-
12-0, Perera 15-0-66-2, Herath
20.2-5-59-6, Gunaratne 6-1-
16-1, Sandakan 9-0-29-1, Ku-
mara 3-0-10-0.

Man-of-the-Match: K. Mendis.

Sri Lankawonby 259 runs and
leads the series 1-0.

SCOREBOARD SRI LANKA VS BANGLADESH, FIRST TEST

South Africa — 1st innings: 308.

New Zealand — 1st innings: 341.

South Africa — 2nd innings: S.
Cook c Watling b Boult 0, D. El-
gar c Williamson b Jeetan 89, H.
Amla c subbWagner 24, J-P.Du-
miny lbw b Wagner 39, F. du
Plessis (batting) 56, T. Bavumab
Santner 6,Q. deKock b Jeetan4,

V. Philander (batting) 1; Extras
(b-1, lb-3, w-1): 5; Total (for six
wickets in 102 overs): 224.

Fall of wickets: 1-0, 2-39, 3-113,
4-193, 5-206, 6-218.

NewZealand bowling:Boult 15-
4-34-1, Wagner 27-7-57-2, Sant-
ner 19-6-37-1, Jeetan 36-15-
72-2, Neesham 5-0-20-0.

SCOREBOARD NEW ZEALAND VS S. AFRICA, FIRST TEST

South Africa batting coach
Neil McKenzie believes his
side needs another 70 runs to
feel safe after New Zealand
captured the key wicket of
Dean Elgar to keep alive the
prospect of a result in the
first Test in Dunedin on Sat-
urday.

At stumps on day four,
New Zealand was already
sensing a moral victory with
South Africa at 224 for six, a
lead of 191 and with rain fore-
cast on the final day.

Champion run-maker El-
gar went late in the day for
89, and if it stays dry, McKen-
zie said the remainder of the
line-up needed to build a big-
ger buffer.

“It’s about dictating terms
in terms of batting time,” he
said.

“It’s not going to come in
10 overs, that’s the nature of
the wicket, so we have to
graft up front, try and take
that lead beyond 260-270
and then you can dictate
when you’re going to
declare.”

McKenzie argued that if
rain forced a draw neither
side could take any extra mo-
mentum into the second Test
starting in Wellington on
Thursday, but New Zealand
bowler Jeetan Patel claimed a
psychological edge for the
home side.

“To be able to stand up
against the number three
team in the world and beat
them on the first innings
that’s a little win in itself,” he
said, but adding New Zeal-
and’s second innings fielding
performance needed
improvement.

“We put down a couple of
chances which against good
sides are costly. But, the way
the guys kept fighting was
pretty impressive.”

Elgar was a shining light
for South Africa in the gloom
of Dunedin as he backed up
from a first innings 140.

But on 89 when he tried to
lift the pace in the final ses-
sion, he skied a Jeetan deliv-

ery which was taken by Kane
Williamson running to his
right frommid-off.

On a chilly day in which
play was disrupted twice by
rain and gloom, Faf du
Plessis was on 56 and Vernon
Philander on one when bad

light ended play 20 minutes
early on a tough day which
produced only 186 runs and
five wickets — three in the fi-
nal session — at the Univer-
sity Oval.

While Elgar slowly moved
South Africa ahead on the

board, New Zealand did not
help its cause with a series of
blunders, with its problems
compounded by the light and
a leg injury to Trent Boult.

Boult delivered 11 overs
without success on Saturday
before leaving the field to

join batsman Ross Taylor on
the injured list.

When the new ball was
taken in the final session Neil
Wagner was the only fast
bowler available to work with
spinners Jeetan and Mitchell
Santner.

Wagner had success early
in the day with the wickets of
Hashim Amla for 24 and J-P.
Duminy for 39.

Charmed stay
Duminy had a charmed stay.
He was dropped by Tom
Latham on six, and on 20 he
was given not out to a Jeetan
appeal for lbw.

New Zealand did not re-
view the umpire’s decision,
although the ball-tracker
technology showed it was
heading straight at leg stump.

Elgar also had a life when
he brought up his half-cen-
tury with a cracking drive
that went through the hands
of substitute fielder Colin de
Grandhomme at short cover.

Rain looms with Dunedin Test poised on edge
South Africa enters the inal day 191 ahead with four wickets in hand

Head-on collision: South Africa’s Dean Elgar and New Zealand ’keeper B-J. Watling have
something to laugh about after running into each other. AFP

Agence France-Presse

Dunedin

Rangana Herath grabbed six
wickets in the second in-
nings to become Test crick-
et’s most successful left-arm
spinner as Sri Lanka de-
feated Bangladesh by 259
runs in their first Test here
on Saturday.

Herath finished with six
for 59, his 23rd five or more
wickets haul, which took his
tally in Tests to 366, going
past New Zealand’s Daniel
Vettori, who has 362 to his
name.

His exploits helped Sri
Lanka dismiss Bangladesh
for 197 in the second innings
in less than two sessions on
the fifth day after the visitors
resumed play promisingly
on 67 for no loss.

“I would say kind of a big
achievement, but I must
thank every single person
who has supported me — the
support staff, my family — I
want to say thank you to all
of them,” Herath said about
his record.

“Everybody chipped in
and I must congratulate
everyone because it is a
team effort,” he said.

Herath claimed four of
the last five wickets that fell
in the post-lunch session as
Bangladesh folded up in

60.2 overs to hand Sri Lanka
a 1-0 lead in the two-Test
series.

Off-spinner Dilruwan Per-
era claimed two wickets in
the morning to trigger the
collapse before Herath took
charge.

Bangladesh lost overnight
batsman Soumya Sarkar off

the second ball of the morn-
ing and failed to regroup as
it lost wickets at regular
intervals.

No blame game
Mushfiqur refused to blame
the pitch for the defeat. “I
thought the wicket is still
pretty good to bat, it does
not look like a day five
wicket,” he said.

“It came down to how we
batted on the final day and
the first session was going to
be crucial, but we unfortu-
nately lost wickets.”

Sri Lanka’s Kusal Mendis
was named Man-of-the-
Match for his heroic 194 runs
in the first innings.

Herath leads the way
His six-for ensures a thumping win over Bangladesh

Man of themoment: Skipper Rangana Herath (centre) spun a
web around the Bangladesh batsmen. AFP

<> I would say kind of a

big achievement,

but I must thank

every single person

who has supported

me

—RanganaHerath,

on becoming Test cricket’s most
successful left-arm spinner with
366wickets

Agence France-Presse

Galle
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Spinning into the
record books

B Herath (366 wickets) is
now the most successful
left-arm spinner in Test
history, surpassing Vettori
(362).

B Among all left-armers, only
Wasim Akram (414) is
ahead of the Sri Lankan.

B The six for 59 against
Bangladesh is the Sri
Lankan’s third ive-for in
the fourth innings of a Test
in Galle.
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Edmund bt Gastao Elias 6-1,
6-3.

Doubles: First round: Novak
Djokovic & Viktor Troicki bt
Pablo Cuevas & Rohan Bopanna
2-6, 6-3, [10-7].

Women: Second round: Karo-
lina Pliskova bt Monica Puig
1-6, 6-4, 6-4; Kiki Bertens bt
Belinda Bencic 6-2, 6-2; Timea
Bacsinszky bt Monica Niculescu

Briton Kyle Edmund cruised
into the BNP Paribas Open
ATP Masters second round
with a 6-1, 6-3 victory over
Portugal’s Gastao Elias on
Friday.

Rohan Bopanna and
Pablo Cuevas yet again failed
to click as a team, losing the
closely-fought opening
round to Novak Djokovic
and Viktor Troicki 2-6, 6-3,
[10-7].

Meanwhile, US teenager
Kayla Day shocked Mirjana
Lucic-Baroni 6-4, 5-7, 7-5.
Important results:

Men: First round:

Taylor Fritz bt Benoit Paire
6-3, 6-2; Malek Jaziri bt Nicolas
Mahut 6-3, 6-2; Henri Laak-
sonen bt Borna Coric 3-6, 6-4,
6-2; Mikhail Youzhny bt Daniil
Medvedev 6-4, 6-4; Jiri Vesely
bt Renzo Olivo 6-4, 2-6, 6-1;
Guido Pella bt Guillermo Gar-
cia-Lopez 4-6, 7-5, 6-2; Kyle

7-5, 6-2; Daria Gavrilova bt
Yanina Wickmayer 6-2, 7-6(5);
Kayla Day bt Mirjana Lucic-Bar-
oni 6-4, 5-7, 7-5.

Garbine Muguruza bt Kirsten
Flipkens 6-2, 6-3; Johanna
Konta bt Heather Watson 6-4,
6-4; Roberta Vinci bt Madison
Brengle 7-6(5), 6-4; Svetlana
Kuznetsova bt Johanna Larsson
7-6(3), 6-4.

Edmund in second round
Djokovic-Troicki knock out Bopanna-Cuevas
Agence France-Presse

Indian Wells

Brave newworld: Teenager Kayla Day defeatedMirjana Lucic-
Baroni in three sets in the second round. AFP

A. Amalraj (ONGC) defeated
A. Sharath Kamal (IOC) 4-2
in the semifinals of the In-
dian Oil PSPB inter-unit
table tennis tournament
here.

The results: Women (semi-
finals): Singles: Mouma Das
(OIL) bt Krittwika Sinha Roy
(IOC) 15-13, 11-13, 12-10, 4-11,
11-8, 11-5; Manika Batra (IOC)
bt Pooja Sahasrabudhe (ONGC)
10-12, 10-12, 11-7, 11-9, 11-9, 7-
11, 13-11.

Doubles: Riti Sankar & Senhora
D’Souza (GAIL) bt Madhurika
Patkar & Pooja Sahasrabudhe
(ONGC) 11-9, 11-8, 7-11, 4-11,

11-9; Mousumi Pal & Ankita Das
(ONGC) bt Amrutha Pushpak &
Srusheti Heleangadi (HPCL)
11-8, 5-11, 11-3, 11-8.

Men (semifinals): Singles: A.
Amal Raj (ONGC) bt A. Sharath
Kamal (IOC) 11-6, 8-11, 11-9, 5-
11, 11-7, 11-8; G. Sathiyan
(ONGC) bt Harmeet Desai
(ONGC) 11-9, 6-11, 11-2, 9-11,
13-11, 11-7.

Veterans (final): Singles:
Soneswar Deka (OIL) bt
Gautam Hazarika (OIL) 12-10,
11-3, 13-11.

Doubles: Gautam Hazarika &
Soneswar Deka (OIL) bt L.V.
Thakre & Rajesh Saxena
(ONGC) 11-6, 7-11, 11-5, 9-11,
11-1.

Amalraj gets
past Sharath
Sports reporter

CHENNAI

Three-time squash World
champion Nick Matthew
has donated a $12,000
prize-cheque towards
treatment for a 11-year-
old who has been dia-
gnosed with a brain
tumour.

Sumner Malik is a keen
squash player, and is still
playing despite being dia-
gnosed with diffuse in-
trinsic pontine glioma.

“I know the Malik fam-
ily, and they live and
breathe squash. I’m a par-
ent myself and, hope-
fully, he can have a great
life ahead of him and I’m
glad that I’ve been able to
give them a good fund,”
said Matthew on the PSA

website.
With the treatment set

to cost up to £11,000
every month, and an ad-
ditional £40,000 every
six months for immuno-
therapy, Matthew has
also called on others to
help, on the PSA website.

“I don’t want any
thanks,” said Matthew.
“It’s about raising aware-
ness for him and it’s the
least that I can do.”

A ine gesture
Agence France-Presse

London

Nick Matthew. FILE PHOTO

Top seed Prajnesh Gun-
neswaran beat second seed
Sriram Balaji 6-4, 6-2 in the
final of the $15,000 ITF Fu-
tures tennis tournament at
the BSP Tennis complex on
Saturday.

It was the fifth singles
title in the professional cir-
cuit for the 27-year-old Pra-
jnesh, the World No. 342,
and his fifth victory on the
trot over Balaji.

The 26-year-old Balaji
recovered from a slow start
to lead 4-3, but Prajnesh
won the next three games
to take the first set.

In the second, Prajnesh
conceded only two points
in all while winning the
first four games, and that
proved decisive.
The result (finals): Prajnesh
Gunneswaran bt Sriram Balaji
6-4, 6-2.

Prajnesh

Gunneswaran

triumphs
Sports Bureau

BHILAI

Mumbai Challengers
advances
TALEIGAO (GOA)

Mumbai Challengers defeated
Punjab Steelers 120-104 in a
North Division semifinal
match to book a final series
spot in the UBA Season 4
basketball tournament here.
The result:Mumbai
Challengers 120 (Jimmy
Scroggins 41, Alex Scales 33,
Inderbir Gill 17) bt Punjab
Steelers 104 (Dermaine
Crockrell 48, Akilan Pari 17,
Ravi Bhardwaj 14).
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With 25 holes to go for the
three leaders — defending
champion S.S.P. Chowrasia,
Carlos Pigem and Eddie
Pepperell — the final day of
$1.75 million Hero Indian
Open promises a serious
battle of attrition leading to
the finale on Sunday.

The third day’s action saw
the golfers giving a better ac-
count of their skills on the
testing DLF Golf and Coun-
try Club course here. Over-
all, only 15 players from the
reduced field of 69 could
show off sub-par efforts. Out
of these 15, only USA’s Peter
Uihlein could complete his
round. In all, 42 players will
be required to finish their
third round on Sunday.

Chowrasia continued to
take a shot at a time and his
percentage play has proved
very effective so far. He did
drop a shot on the second
hole — only his third bogey —
to trail briefly but birdies on
the fourth and ninth holes
ensured that he never trailed
again. During this run, at
one point, there were five
leaders at five-under.

Reflecting on his round,
Chowrasia said, “I stuck to
the same game plan that I
have had for the first two
rounds. I just want to hit
straight, keep the ball in play
and keep giving myself
chances all the time. I am
happy that I managed to do
that, despite the bogey (on
the second hole).”

He was particularly happy
with his putt on the sixth

hole. “I had a long par putt
and I holed it after coming
out of the bunker. Birdies are
so difficult to find on this
course and they require a lot
of hard work, so to give away
a bogey is painful.”

Pigem, the Spanish con-
tender, started the day at
two-under but soon made
his presence felt with birdies
on the first two holes.
Though he dropped a shot
on the sixth, he birdied the
next two holes and added
another one late in the day
on the 11th to join the lead-
ers. In fact, on the 12th hole,
Pigem is poised for a birdie

to take the sole lead when
the play resumes.

“I’m really happy about
my round. I started strong
with two birdies. I made one
mistake with a bogey, then
got a few more birdies,” said
Pigem.

Pepperell, the Englishman
in the leaders’ group with
Chowrasia and Danny Chia,
parred the first five holes,
bogeyed the sixth and then
birdied the eighth and the
ninth to catch up with the In-
dian.

Talking about the course,
Pepperell said, “Even on a
flat, calm day this course is
tough. The greens are firm,
the pin positions are tricky.
The greens are like some-

thing you would find at Dis-
neyland. It’s difficult. The
fairways are tight, there’s no
let-up. You need to hit good
shot after good shot.”

Earlier, the ‘cut’ came at
six-over 150 and left 15 Indi-
ans in the fray. Apart from
Chowrasia, others gaining
the right to play over the
weekend were, Jyoti Rand-
hawa (145), Digvijay Singh
(147), Chiragh Kumar, S.
Chikkarangappa, Gaganjeet
Bhullar, Shamim Khan,
Shubhankar Sharma, ama-
teur Rigel Fernandes (148),
Anirban Lahiri, Abhijit
Chadha, Rashid Khan (149),
Ajeetesh Sandhu, Deepinder
Singh Kullar and Arjun Atwal
(150).

Pigem, Pepperell join
Chowrasia at the top
15 Indians make the cut; 42 players will inish their third round on Sunday

Rakesh Rao

Gurugram

Making it count: Carlos Pigem started the day at two-under but soonmade his presence felt. He
is poised to take the sole lead when play resumes. STUART FRANKLIN/GETTY IMAGES
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India’s doubles player G.
Jwala will start a badminton
academy — Global Academy
for Badminton (GAB) — next
month, in partnership with
Knock Out Wellness Labs
LLP, a sister concern of Fran-
chise India.

The formerWorld champi-
onship women’s doubles
bronze medallist said that
this did not mean her playing
career was over, but that she
will be dedicating time to
don the role of mentor at the
new Academy coming up in
Kukatpally in the city.

“I am still enjoying myself
as a player. Because there is a
dip in my rankings I am not
playing too many events. I
have been playing on the
seniors’ circuit for 18 years
now. There has to be a break
some day. And, I will tell you
all when I am going to stop.
But, certainly not now,” said
a smiling Jwala.

“The whole idea is to
provide the players what I
missed during my early play-
ing days. And, there will be
no discrimination in training
programmes. Equal focus

will be given to both singles
and doubles.

“You all know I have al-
ways been vocal about
doubles being treated indif-
ferently over the years. Es-
sentially, we will ensure that
there will be no scope for any
complaints from any player,”
said the 33-year-old.

“I have the best people
with me — coaches will be
Arif Sir (Dronacharya S.M.
Arif ) and Goverdhan Reddy,
former SAAP consolidated
coach, who were part of the
coaches panel which trained
the likes of Saina Nehwal in
her formative years at Lal Ba-

hadur Stadium.
“The state-of-the art

academy will soon have its
centres across India,” she
said. “It will be a centre of
excellence for sure,” she
added.

On many academies
already existing in the city,
including the Gopi Chand
Academy, Jwala felt, the
more the merrier. “Let there
be healthy competition. I re-
spect Gopi’s achievements as
a coach. But, there is noth-
ing wrong in having more
academies for they mean
more opportunities,” Jwala
said.

Star to start badminton academy, says career not over

Special correspondent

Hyderabad

New venture:G. Jwala intends to provide players with facilities
she didn’t always have access to. V.V. SUBRAHMANYAM

Jwala’s ambitious plans

The cream of the country’s
talent will be missing and
yet the 71st edition of the
Santosh Trophy National
football championship,
which returns to Goa after
more than two decades,
devalued as it it is, will still
hold relevance, at least to
some lesser known
players.

With the All-India Foot-
ball Federation making it
mandatory for teams to
field at least three under-21
players in the XI this sea-
son, there is something to
look forward to for those
on the margins. The AIFF
has also shown its intent to
dig deep for talent this sea-
son by sending two of its
selectors to witness the
matches and pick the best
under-21 players for the
Olympic team.

On the face of it, the
tournament which will kick
off on Sunday in football
crazy Goa looks an open
contest, with seven former
champions in the fray.

However, times have
changed and power has
shifted from traditional
heavyweights like 31-time
former champions West
Bengal to defending cham-
pion Services which has
been the most consistent
team in the past five years.

Four title wins in the last
five years makes Services
the team to beat. Retaining
the core of the team that
won the title last year, Ser-
vices — with sprinkling of
players from Kerala — is
drawn in group-A which
also has former champions
West Bengal, host Goa,
Meghalaya and
Chandigarh.

Goa, which last won the
title in 2009, will see this as
the ideal opportunity to
end its title drought. The
team was quite dominant
in the qualifiers but coach
Mateus Costa was forced to
rejig the squad after several
first-choice players depar-
ted when the I-League star-
ted. Nevertheless, Costa
will be hopeful that his
young squad, with the
backing of the home sup-
porters, will end the long
title wait.

Pool-B has Kerala, Pun-
jab, Railways, Mizoram and
Maharashtra.

On Sunday, host Goa
takes on Meghalaya while
West Bengal plays
Chandigarh.

Chance for
u-21 players
to impress
M.R. Praveen Chandran

Vasco

P. Harikrishna’s “ultimate
dream” is to become the
World Champion, and he
finds himself two steps from
away from a shot at it.

He has a slot in the Grand
Prix series, from where the
top two earn the right to play
the Candidates tournament,
which identifies the chal-
lenger to the reigning World
Champion.

“A player can compete
only in three events of the
four in the Grand Prix series
beginning in May this year,
and the top two finishers (on
aggregate score) will be eli-
gible for the Candidates,”
said the 30-year-old, back
home from the European cir-
cuit, in an interview with The

Hindu on Saturday.
“The other route to enter

the Candidates’ tournament
is to figure in the World Cup;
but I don’t have enough ex-
perience in the knockout
format,” he said.

“I am confident of doing
well in the Grand Prix Series
and realising my goal of mov-
ing closer to the World
championship.”

Explaining why most top
chess players prefer to train
in Europe, Harikrishna said:
“No player can just bank on
his strengths or keep work-
ing on weaknesses. There
has to be a constant effort to
keep improving in all areas
of the game. It is an on-going
process which needs hours
of preparation.

“It is a pity that in India
we don’t have major events

which can be helpful to the
Grandmasters to prepare
themselves for bigger chal-
lenges at the highest level.

“That is why I am really
happy to have my base in
Serbia where, after five days
of training, I can play with
quality players during week-
end to test my preparations,”
he said. “Frankly, I am much
better with openings now,”
he added with a smile.

On his progress,
Harikrishna said: “2016 was
not a disappointing year. It is
a great thing to move into
the top-15 in the world. And I
have had some fabulous res-
ults, including wins over An-
ish Giri, and draws with Mag-
nus Carlsen and
Viswanathan Anand.

“The high-point was
reaching my career-best Elo
rating of 2,770 in December
last. The ultimate dream is to
be a world champion. I am
working hard to stay in the
hunt and hope for the big
breaks to realise that goal.”

I know just playing well isn’t
enough anymore: Harikrishna
The year will see himmake his Grand Prix series debut
V.V. SUBRAHMANYAM
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Harikrishna V.V. SUBRAHMANYAM




